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November 3, 2017
Honorable Holly Mitchell, Chair
Joint Legislative Budget Committee
Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee

Honorable Phil Ting, Chair
Assembly Budget Committee

Honorable Ricardo Lara, Chair
Senate Appropriations Committee

Honorable Lorena Gonzalez Fletcher, Chair
Assembly Appropriations Committee

October 2017 Wildfires Disaster Response-Emergency Operations Account Request
Pursuant to the provisions of section 8690.6 of the Government Code, the following report is
respectfully submitted.
Section 8690.6 of the Government Code makes Disaster Response-Emergency Operations
Account funds available, upon allocation by the Director of Finance, to state agencies for
disaster response operation costs incurred as a result of a proclamation by the Governor of a
state emergency. Allocations may be made for activities that occur within 120 days after a
proclamation of emergency by the Governor.
On October 8, 2017, a series of wildfires erupted in the heart of Northern California1 s wine
country. Over the course of a single night, these fires engulfed 100 square miles; spreading with
unprecedented speed and fury. Sparked by the same hot, windy conditions, other major
wildfires soon broke out across the state, devastating more than 200,000 acres of land. By the
time the fires were contained two weeks later, it was clear that the Northern California fires of
October 2017 were by far the most lethal and destructive wildfire disaster in the history of
California.
On October 9 and October 10, 2017, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency for the
counties of Butte, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Nevada, Orange, Solano, Sonoma, and Yuba due to
the impacts of numerous wildfires. The Governor also secured a Presidential Major Disaster
Declaration to support the state and local response to the fires, and federal direct aid for
residents of those counties who have suffered losses due to the fires. Workers in these
counties who have lost jobs or had work hours substantially reduced as a result of the fires are
also now eligible for federal Disaster Unemployment Assistance benefits.
To aid in the recovery efforts, executive orders were issued to suspend planning and zoning
requirements and state fees for manufactured homes and mobile home parks to help displaced
residents with housing needs; waive the one-week waiting period for unemployment insurance
benefits for impacted individuals; suspend the fees associated with the replacement of specified
documents and records; suspend specified procurement rules to allow state agencies to enter
into contracts for goods, materials, and services necessary to quickly assist with response and
recovery efforts; streamline regulations to allow facilities regulated by the California Department
of Social Services and the California Department of Public Health that were impacted by the

