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To the Members of the California State Assembly:
| am returning Assembly Bill 197 without my signature.

This bill requires all elementary schools, as well as all charter schools that offer

kindergarten, to offer at least one full-day kindergarten program, commencing
with the 2022-23 school year.

Enrollment in full-day kindergarten has grown for more than a decade. Some
school districts opt for part-day programs due to facilities constraints. In order to
address this limitation, the 2019 Budget Act includes $300 million one-time non-
Proposition 98 General Fund specifically for facilities construction designed to
expand full-day kindergarten offerings. While | support increased access to full-
day kindergarten, | cannot sign this bill as it would impose new costs outside the
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