
 

 

 

 

 PROCLAMATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY 

 

WHEREAS beginning on August 14, 2020, a significant heat wave 

struck California and the surrounding Western states, bringing widespread 

temperatures well in excess of 100 degrees throughout the state (the 

“Extreme Heat Event”); and 

 

WHEREAS as a result of this Extreme Heat Event, the National 

Weather Service issued multiple Excessive Heat Warnings and Red Flag 

Warnings within the State; and  

 

WHEREAS the Extreme Heat Event has put a significant demand and 

strain on California’s energy grid as well as limiting energy imports from 

surrounding states; and 

 

WHEREAS the California Independent Service Operator (CAISO) has, 

to date, issued multiple Stage 2 and Stage 3 System Emergencies during 

the Extreme Heat Event, the first Stage 3 Emergencies issued due to heat 

in two decades, resulting in rolling blackouts for customers throughout the 

State; and 

 

WHEREAS the Extreme Heat Event is expected to last through at 

least August 20, 2020, and CAISO has advised that additional Stage 2 and 

Stage 3 System Emergencies are likely unless action is taken to conserve 

power and increase output; and 

 

WHEREAS it is necessary to take action to reduce the strain on the 

energy infrastructure and increase energy capacity during the Extreme 

Heat Event; and 

 

WHEREAS under the provisions of Government Code section 8558, 

subd. (b), I find that conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons 

and property exist due to the Extreme Heat Event throughout California; 

and  

 

WHEREAS under the provisions of Government Code section 8625, 

subd. (c), I find that local authority is inadequate to cope with the 

magnitude and impacts of the extreme heat event; and 

 

WHEREAS under the provisions of Government Code section 8571, I 

find that strict compliance with various statutes and regulations specified 

in this Order would prevent, hinder, or delay appropriate actions to 

prevent and mitigate the effects of the Extreme Heat Event. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of 

California, in accordance with the authority vested in me by the State 

Constitution and statutes, including the California Emergency Services 

Act, and in particular, Government Code sections 8567, 8571, 8625 and 

8627, HEREBY PROCLAIM A STATE OF EMERGENCY to exist in California. 

 

  



IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:  

 

1. In preparing for and responding to the Extreme Heat Event, all 

agencies of state government use and employ state personnel, 

equipment, and facilities or perform any and all activities 

consistent with the direction of the Governor’s Office of 

Emergency Services and the State Emergency Plan. Also, all 

residents are to heed the advice of emergency officials with 

regard to this emergency in order to protect their safety. 

 

2. For purposes of regulations concerning stationary generators, the 

Extreme Heat Event shall be deemed an “emergency event” 

under California Code of Regulations (CCR), title 17, section 

93116.1, subd. (b)(14), and a loss of electrical service shall be 

deemed “beyond the reasonable control of the owner or 

operator” under CCR, title 17, section 93116.2, subd. 

2(a)(12)(A)(2). In addition, use of stationary generators during 

the Extreme Heat Event shall be deemed an “emergency use” 

under CCR, title 17, section 93115.4, subd. (a)(30).   

 

3. In regulations concerning portable generators, the Extreme Heat 

Event shall be deemed an “emergency event” under CCR, title 

13, section 2452, subd. (j), and interruptions caused by the 

Extreme Heat Event shall be deemed an “unforeseen 

interruption of electrical power from the serving utility” under 

CCR, title 13, section 2453, subd. (m)(4)(E)(i).   

 

4. In regulations concerning the use of auxiliary engines by ocean-

going vessels berthed in California ports, the Extreme Heat Event 

shall be deemed an “emergency event” under CCR, title 17, 

section 93118.3, subd. (c)(14).  

 

5. This Order shall be deemed to provide notice to reduce use of 

grid-based electrical power under CCR, title 17, section 93118.3, 

subd. (c)(14)(C), and notice under that same section that 

reduction is no longer necessary at 11:59 p.m. on August 20, 

2020.  Ships that initially berthed at California ports between 

August 17, 2020 and August 20, 2020 shall not be required to use 

shore power until August 24, 2020.   

 

6. A ship operating on auxiliary engines pursuant to an 

“emergency event” under Paragraph 4 of this Order shall be 

deemed to qualify for an exemption under CCR, title 17, section 

93118.3, subd. (d)(1)(E)(1)(a), and any visit occurring during the 

period described in Paragraph 5 of this Order shall be counted 

towards compliance under CCR, title 17, section 93118.3, subd. 

(d)(1)(F)(1).   

 

7. The Air Resources Board shall exercise maximum discretion to 

permit the use of stationary and portable generators or auxiliary 

ship engines to reduce the strain on the energy infrastructure 

and increase energy capacity during the Extreme Heat Event.   

 

8. Any permit, regulation or law prohibiting, restricting or penalizing 

the use of stationary or portable generators or auxiliary ship 



engines allowed by this Order during the Extreme Heat Event is 

suspended.  

 

9. The provisions in paragraphs 3-7 shall expire at 11:59 p.m. on 

August 20, 2020. 

 

I FURTHER DIRECT that as soon as hereafter possible, this 

proclamation be filed in the Office of the Secretary of State and that 

widespread publicity and notice be given of this proclamation. 

 

 

      IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have   

      hereunto set my hand and caused  

      the Great Seal of the State of   

      California to be affixed this 16th day  

      of August 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

      ____________________________ 

      GAVIN NEWSOM 

      Governor of California 

 

 

      ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

       

_____________________________ 

      ALEX PADILLA 

      Secretary of State 


