OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
SEP 24 2020

To the Members of the California State Assembly:
I am returning Assembly Bill 1066 without my signature.

This bill would conclusively presume that a claimant is entitled to the maximum
benefit amount for the purposes of unemployment insurance if an employer
does not furnish requested wage information for the Employment Development
Department (EDD) within 10 days after receiving notice.

Current law already entitles a claimant to the maximum benefit amount if the
employer does not provide documents responding to a claim within a
reasonable time frame.

By conclusively presuming an individual is entitled to the maximum benefit
amount after 10 days, this bill will result in significant new borrowing of federal
funds to the Unemployment Insurance fund, increasing interest costs borne by
the state General Fund. These costs are not included in the 2020 Budget Act
and will add cost pressures on state funds that are already strained because of
the pandemic.

Therefore, | am returning this bill without my signature.
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