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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
MESSAGE CONCERNING CLEMENCY

To the Members of the Senate and Assembly of the State of California:

In accordance with article V, section 8 of the California Constitution, Penal
Code section 4807, and Government Code section 12017, | submit to you a
report on the pardons, commutations of sentence, and reprieves | issued in 2020.
| pardoned 41 people, granted commutations of sentences to 55 people, and
granted reprieves to 4 people.

This report includes the pardon, commutation, and reprieve certificates, and the
pardon and commutation application forms submitted for each.

My constitutional authority to grant clemency in criminal cases in the form of
pardons, commutations of sentence, and reprieves is an important part of
California’s criminal justice system that can promote accountability,
rehabilitation, public safety, make jails and prisons safer, and correct unjust
results in the legal system.

The report may be found at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency, or, for a printed copy,
contact the Governor's Office at 916-445-2841. Crime victims and survivors who
would like information about parole and clemency notification, restitution, and
referral and support services can call 1-877-256-6877, email
victimservices@cdcr.ca.gov, or visit www.cdcr.ca.gov/victim-services.
Californians who would like information about how to apply for clemency can
visit www.gov.ca.gov/clemency.

| look forward to our continued partnership in ensuring a fair criminal justice
system for all Californians.

Sincerely,

Governor Gavin Newsom
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Governor Newsom's 2020 Pardon Grants Index

Last Name
Aranjo
Arechiga
Avedano
Barajas-Meraz
Bohannan
Castaneda
Chevis
Choum
Clarke
Conklin
Crosson

Do

Flores

Frize

Gamez
Garcia
Henderson
lbanez
llgenfritz
Jordan

Lao
Martinez
Morrison
Nguyen
Nguyen
Nixon

Nourn

Om

Osborn
Ramos-Reyes
Rodriguez
Rustin
Salgado Espina
Sands

Thai
Thomas-Bland
Thongsy
Tijani
Vasquez

First Name
Ray
Melissa
Jesus
Efrain
Steven
Carlos
John

Saengsavan

Scoft
Tina
Jason
Tung
Laura
Stephen
Richard
Gabriel
Violet
Brenda
Robert
Timothy
Chheng
John
Richard
Duc
Nhan
Michael
Ny
Sophea
Christopher
Oscar
Sarah
Bayard
Nicholas
Nicole
Tri
Shannon
Somdeng
Monsuru
Martin

Pardon Date

11/10/2020
6/26/2020
6/26/2020
11/10/2020
6/26/2020
6/26/2020
11/10/2020
11/10/2020
11/10/2020
6/26/2020
11/10/2020
11/10/2020
11/10/2020
6/26/2020
6/26/2020
3/27/2020
11/10/2020
3/27/2020
6/26/2020
11/10/2020
6/26/2020
11/10/2020
6/26/2020
11/10/2020
11/10/2020
11/10/2020
6/26/2020
6/26/2020
6/26/2020
11/10/2020
11/10/2020
2/4/2020
11/10/2020
11/10/2020
3/27/2020
3/27/2020
11/10/2020
3/27/2020
11/10/2020
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Vasquez Salazar Carlos Arturo 11/10/2020
Villotti Daniel 11/10/2020
Yuhara Kapiolani 3/27/2020
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
BAYARD RUSTIN

The California Legislafive Black and LGBTQ Caucuses requested
posthumous pardon of Bayard Rustin, a humanitarian and civil rights icon.,

On January 22, 1953, the Los Angeles County Superior Court convicted
41-year-old Mr. Rustin of a misdemeanor violation of Penal Code section 647.5
(vagrancy). The court sentenced Mr. Rustin to 60 days in jail and ordered him to
register as a sex offender.

Cadlifornia, like much of the nation, has a disgraceful iegacy of
systematically discriminating against the LGBTQ community. This discrimination
has taken many forms including social isolation and shaming, surveillance,
intimidaticn, physical violence, and unjust arrest and prosecution. Mr. Rustin was
sentenced pursuant fo a charge commonly used to punish gay men for
engaging in consensual adult sexual conduct. His conviction is part of a long
and reprehensible history of criminal prohibitions on the very existence of LGBTQ
people and their infimate associations and relationships.

Mr. Rustin, a visionary champion for peace, equality, and economic
justice was a key strategist and organizer behind the 1963 March on
Washington. He worked closely with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to organize the
March and the Montgomery Bus Boycott. He was fundamental in integrating
nonviolent direct action into the civil rights movement.

Mr. Rustin, a native of New York, fraveled around the couniry and world to
promote civil and human rights, and trained hundreds of people on
nonviolence. While in California in 1942, he visited Japanese Americans
imprisoned in the Manzanar internment camp and reported on the camp's
humanitarian conditions. On August 8, 2013, President Barack Obama
posthumously awarded Mr. Rustin the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the
highest award in the United States, describing him as “an unyielding activist for
civil rights, dignity, and equadlity for all.”

Mr. Rustin was criminalized because of stigma, bias, and ignorance. With
this act of executive clemency, | acknowledge the inherent injustice of this
conviction, an injustice that was compounded by his political opponents’ use of
the record of this case to try to undermine him, his associates, and the civil rights
movement.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that Mr. Rustin merits this posthumous pardon.
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THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of Cdlifornia, do hereby grant to Mr. Rustin a full and unconditional posthumous
pardon for the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto

set my hand and caused the Great Seal

of thefState of California to be affixed
day of february 2020.

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State

e, 7 - 2020 Executive Report on Clemer
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Gabriel Garcia

Gabriel Garcia, a resident of California, has submitted an application for
executive clemency.

On April 15, 1987, Mr. Garcia was convicted of selling a controlled
substance and taking a vehicle without the owner's consent. He was
sentenced to three years of probation and 66 days in jail. On July 12, 1988,

Mr. Garcia was convicted of selling a controlled substance. He was sentenced
to 16 months in prison.

Mr. Garcia has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
June 29, 2018, the Superior Court of California, County of Placer granted
Mr. Garcia a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has been living
an upright life. By granting Mr. Garcia's petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Mr. Garcia be granted a full
pardon.

Mr. Garcia's pardon application was reviewed by the Board of Parole
Hearings, which voted at an en banc meeting to recommend a clemency
grant. The California Supreme Court also made a recommendation for a
clemency grant, a process required by the California Constitution for cases in
which the applicant has been convicted of more than one felony.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Garcia merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of Cadlifornia, do hereby grant to Mr. Garcia a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 27th day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of Cadlifornia

ATTEST:

Q0,000

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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Governor Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramento, California 95814

RE-APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION AND PARDON

Complete this form if in the last three years, you submitted a commutation or pardon application to a past administration,
or obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, and wish Governor Newsom to consider your application. Do not submit any
additional documents about your case until requested to do so by the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings.
If you submitted an application to Governor Newsom after January 7, 2019, your application is pending; do not submit
this form. Learn more about the commutation and pardon process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for
information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name (Last/First/Middle): GarCIa, Gabrlel R Name on Prior Application (if different): June 29’ 2018

Date of Birth: _ Social Security Numberz_

EoeR Kumber: D 1239 Name of Facility/Prison: Richard J Donovan Correctional Institution

———

Mailing Address (if different):

vome/cetl phonc: ERRRRE . -1.... I ... I

| previously submitted: [J Application for Commutation of Sentence
= Certificate of Rehabilitation
= Application for Pardon

Did you receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings
regarding your application? Have you been interviewed regarding your application? If yes, please describe:

On or about October 10-11, 2018, | was contacted by Melody Smith, COCR Investigator. Ms. Smith mentioned that she was dto duct the b d ir igation iated with my lication for a Governor's

Pardon. In addition to expressing my remorse for past transgressions, we discussed an abbreviated chronology of the past 30-years as this pertains to my commitment to living a drug free life, including achieving

more than 20-years in State Service at the Headquarters of the Employment Development Department, in Downtown Sacramento. My current assignment is that of a Staff Services Manager |, as part of the team that

manages statewide federal funded employment and training programs. After arriving to Sacramento more than 20 years ago, in addition to my day job with the State, | moonlighted as an Inst for the ish L

P )

DUI Programs in Placer County. My first home ;yl:hase was a single person, since then | have married and my wife Kimberly and | have fogether made two home purchases and live quietly and comfortably in -
77

LN April 30, 2019

Applicant Si?{ature - Date

SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO:
THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL, ATTN: LEGAL AFFAIRS/CLEMENCY, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814.
DO NOT SUBMIT ANY OTHER DOCUMENTS AT THIS TIME.
New 2019
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IN THE SURERIGR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFGRRIR UL ¢

I AND FOR THE COUNTY OF Place LaNORS o,
g S

FATR

Appicant's Counly of Residence
In the Matter of the Application of
alori Lobin ooy

Type Applicants Ful Name - First Middie Last and Suffix, # appécable

CertiicaleNumber (g7, — |5 "? @‘ oo JUN 29 2018
Date of Birth Jake Chatters
Cll Number q 1 ?)Oﬁb Executive Cfficer & Clerk

B'y;,Sf-ngeQ\ann, Depuly

T ——

Criminal Case Number(s) A CE) z o %ZS‘ A&va?u

nmnﬂsm OF REHABILITATION

Pursuant to Penal Code Section 4852. 13 g

[Lobin

The petition of , presently residing

at ¢ filed, praying for

a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code

of the State of California, came on regularly for hearing on this 7 day
Day of the Month
of /\U’\C, Z{D L& and proof having been made to the
Month, Year

satistaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as required by law;
and from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are
true, and that the required period of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of discharge from

custody due to comp!etaon of the tem'Yo which the petitioner was sentenced, or upon the release on par-

ole or probation on , that, where appropriate, petmoner has

moq,ve-
obtained relief pursuant to Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the

course of conduct his/her rehabilitation and fitness to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship

(except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15); and that petitioner has been

Total Number of Felony Convictions

time(s) convicted of a felony;

WHEREFORE, It Is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, And this court does hereby order, adjudge,
and decree the petitioner has been rehabilitated and Is fit to exercise all the civil and political rights of
citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15), and by virtue thereof, this court
recommends that the Governor of lhe Stata of California grant a full pardon to said | etmoner

Done in open court this day of

Day 0! the Wlﬂl Z‘h Yoar
g %w Court - TYPED of PRINTED Superior Count - SIGNATURE

FORM3 (Rouisad 12/501) Thi frm was prpar By the Ivecigatons Dison of e B00rd o rison Tems pursusntio Pens Cado Secion %y |, Horst
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Brenda Ibanez

Brenda Ibanez, aresident of California, has submitted an application for
executive clemency.

On August 28, 2000, Ms. Ibanez was convicted of robbery. She was
sentenced to a five-year prison term, which was suspended, and five years of
probation. On May 25, 2006, Ms. Ibanez was convicted of obtaining money by
false pretenses and forging an official seal. She was sentenced to five years
and four months in prison.

Ms. Ibanez has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
February 8, 2018, the Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles granted
Ms. Ibanez a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that she has been living
an upright life. By granting Ms. Ibanez's petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Ms. Ibanez be granted a full
pardon.

Ms. Ibanez's pardon application was reviewed by the Board of Parole
Hearings, which voted at an en banc meeting to recommend a clemency
grant. The Cadlifornia Supreme Court also made a recommendation for a
clemency grant, a process required by the California Constitution for cases in
which the applicant has been convicted of more than one felony.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
Cdlifornia, give testimony that, by completion of her sentence and good
conduct in the community, Ms. Ibanez merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of Cdlifornia, do hereby grant to Ms. lbanez a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of Cadlifornia to be affixed
this 27th day of March 2020.

Lpb—

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ALEX PABILLA
Secretary of State
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

In the Matter of the Application of

Brenda Patricia Ibanez

Type Applicant's Full Name - FirstMiddle Last and Suffix, if applicable

' erior Court of CaliforT
Date of Birth - S“pcountv of Los Angeles

Cll Number A10287343 FEB -8 2018
Certificate Case Number  KA073546 Sherri R. Carter, Executiye sficeriClerk of Court
By , Deputy
Criminal Case Number(s) KA073546 KA046957 Stan Kadohata

CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION

Pursuant to Penal Code Sections 4852.13
The petition of BrendaPatricislbanez presently residing at

heretofore filed, praying for a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code of the
State of California, came on regularly forhearing on February 8, 2018

and proof having been made to the satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as required by law; and
from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are true, and that the required period of
rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of discharae from custodv due to comoletion of the term to which the petitioner was
sentenced, or upon the release on parole or probation on Paroled June 24,2010

Granted Probation August 28, 2000

that, where appropriate, petitioner has obtained relief pursuant to Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the
course of conduct his/her rehabilitation and fitness to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code
Section 4852.15); and that petitioner has been 2 time(s) convicted of a Felony;

WHEREFORE, It Is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, And this court does hereby order, adjudge, and decree the petitioner has been
rehabilitated and is fit to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15), and by
virtue thereof, this court recommends thatthe Govemor of the State of California grant a full pardon fo said petitioner.

Done in open court this 8 day of W 9‘0/&/

Day of the Month Month, Year 2
. b2,
SCoTT  rr.  BNCDIN -y %
Judge of said Superior Court - TYPED or PRINTED — Judge of said Superior Court -
SIGNATURE

15 - 2020 Executive Report on Clemency



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Tri Thai

Tri Thai, a resident of Cdlifornia, has submitted an application for
executive clemency.

On July 7, 1994, Mr. Thai was convicted of receipt of stolen property. He
was sentenced to three years of probation and four months in jail. On
March 4, 2002, Mr. Thai was convicted of assault with a firearm, second-degree
burglary, and attempting to dissuade a witness.

Mr. Thai submitted a formal application for executive clemency in the
form of a gubernatorial pardon. He has demonstrated that he is living an
upright life and has demonstrated his fitness for restoration of civic rights and
responsibilities. Mr. Thai has also presented evidence that a collateral
consequence of his conviction, namely, his impending deportation and
permanent separation from his family and removal from his community, further
justifies this exercise of executive clemency.

Mr. Thai's pardon application was reviewed by the Board of Parole
Hearings, which voted at an en banc meeting to recommend a clemency
grant. The California Supreme Court also made a recommendation for a
clemency grant, a process required by the California Constitution for cases in
which the applicant has been convicted of more than one felony.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
Cdlifornia, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Thai merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, |, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State

of Cadlifornia, do hereby grant to Mr. Thai a full and unconditional pardon for the
above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 27th day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

00,000

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Shannon Thomas-Bland

Shannon Thomas-Bland, a resident of California, has submitted an
application for executive clemency.

On September 13, 19921, Ms. Thomas-Bland was convicted of possession of
a controlled substance for sale. She was sentenced to three years of probation
and 180 days in jail. On March 10, 1993, Ms. Thomas-Bland was convicted of
possession of a controlled substance for sale. She was sentenced to three years
in prison.

Ms. Thomas-Bland has complied with the provisions of California Penal
Code sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after
completion of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
October 4, 2012, the Superior Court of Cdlifornia, County of Los Angeles granted
Ms. Thomas-Bland a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that she has been
living an upright life. By granting Ms. Thomas-Bland's petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Ms. Thomas-Bland be granted
a full pardon.

Ms. Thomas-Bland's pardon application was reviewed by the Board of
Parole Hearings, which voted at an en banc meeting to recommend a
clemency grant. The California Supreme Court also made a recommendation
for a clemency grant, a process required by the California Constitution for cases
in which the applicant has been convicted of more than one felony.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
Cadlifornia, give testimony that, by completion of her sentence and good
conduct in the community, Ms. Thomas-Bland merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Ms. Thomas-Bland a full and unconditional
pardon for the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 27th day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

00,000

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State

L
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Governor Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramento, California 95814

RE-APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION AND PARDON

Complete this form if in the last three years, you submitted a commutation or pardon application to a past administration,
or obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, and wish Governor Newsom to consider your application. Do not submit any
additional documents about your case until requested to do so by the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings.
If you submitted an application to Governor Newsom after January 7, 2019, your application is pending; do not submit
this form. Learn more about the commutation and pardon process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for
information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

< hanwnn chqu

2 Name on Prior Applicat

Name (Last/First/Middle):

Date of Birth: Social Security Number:

CDCR Number: Name of Facility/Prison:

Mailing Address (if different):

Home/Cell Phone_Nork Phone:_EmaiI:

| previously submitted: [J Application for Commutation of Sentence
[] Certificate of Rehabilitation
-Application for Pardon

Did you receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings
regardmg your application? Have you been interviewed regarding your application? If yes, please describe:

J /m.z _pﬂ[‘ /@/LL LUL J/m ,()LUJ_;IM 0./1/ ﬂaJm@MLd

gz %;z’c’w - La/\_é/ 5// 7// 7

Aplegnature Date

SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO:
THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL, ATTN: LEGAL AFFAIRS/CLEMENCY, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814.
DO NOT SUBMIT ANY OTHER DOCUMENTS AT THIS TIME.
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IN THE SUPE R COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORF

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

In the Matter of the Application of

Shannon Louise Thomas

Type Applicant's Full Name - First Middle Last and Suffix, if applicable

Court use oi\;ly

Date of Birth _ LOS ANCTr "IJF D"OUR’F

Cll Number A08731765

Certificate Case Number BA059731

Criminal Case Number(s) BA059731 GA006186 GA005197

CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION

Pursuant to Penal Code Sections 4852.13
The petition of ShannonLouise Thomas presently residing at

heretofore filed, praying for a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code of the
State of California, came on regularly for hearing on  October 4, 2012

and proof having been made to the satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as required by law; and
from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are true, and that the required period of
rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of discharae from custodv due to combletion of the term to which the petitioner was
sentenced, or upon the release on parole or probation on

Paroled March 28, 1994

that, where appropriate, petitioner has obtained relief pursuant to Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the
course of conduct his/her rehabilitation and fitness to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code
Section 4852.15); and that petitioner has been 3 time(s) convicted of a Felony;

WHEREFORE, It Is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, And this court does hereby order, adjudge, and decree the petitioner has been
rehabilitated and is fit to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15), and by
virtue thereof, this court recommends that the Governor of the State of California grant a full pardon to said petitioner.

Done in open court this l day of 56(_065 Q M L'Z/
Day of the Month Month, Year " e
;‘/ % AR
aRL Con SCHERS U (e E R )

Judge of said Superior Court - TYPED or PRINTED Judge of said Superior Court -
SIGNATURE
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Munsuru Tijani

Munsuru Tijani, a resident of California, has submitted an application for
executive clemency.

On August 1, 1986, Mr. Tijani was convicted of perjury and grand theft of
property. He was sentenced to three years of probation and 100 days in jail. On
January 27, 1987, Mr. Tijani was convicted of insufficient funds. He was
sentenced to 16 months in prison. On December 23, 1991, Mr. Tijani was
convicted of false financial statements. He was sentenced to two years and
four months in prison. On July 13, 1999, Mr. Tijani was convicted of false financial
statements. He was sentenced to nine years in prison.

Mr. Tijani has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
August 21, 2015, the Superior Court of California, County of Contra Costa
granted Mr. Tijani a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has been
living an upright life. By granting Mr. Tijani's petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Mr. Tijani be granted a full
pardon.

Mr. Tijani has presented evidence that a collateral consequence of his
conviction, namely, his impending deportation and permanent separation from
his family and removal from his community, further justifies this exercise of
executive clemency.

Mr. Tijani's pardon application was reviewed by the Board of Parole
Hearings, which voted at an en banc meeting to recommend a clemency
grant. The California Supreme Court also made a recommendation for a
clemency grant, a process required by the California Constitution for cases in
which the applicant has been convicted of more than one felony.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
Cadlifornia, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Tijani merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of Cdlifornia, do hereby grant to Mr. Tijani a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 27th day of March 2020.

S

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST: ~

Qs

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State

S

n
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF contracosTa

Appicants County of Risidence
In the Matter of the Application of

Monsuru Olasumbo Tijani
Type Applicants Ful Name - Fit Mot Lasl nd SUR, ¥ appiicable

Certificate Number

Date of Birth [ GG

Month Day, Yeer
Clt Number A08241732

e——n}

L\J AUS 21 AT

N L se OF TiE €0UAT
SruphEn L HASH CLIAE i oRNa
1 W7 OF THE STRIE OF
SUPERIUR L G ConTaa COsTA

€

5 Peputy Clerk
BY e e e e e T

Criminal Case Number(s) A471035, 190134
Ut appicatie Crminal Case Number(s)

CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION.

Pursuant to Penal Code Saction 4852.13

, presently residing

The petition of Monsuru Olasumbo Tijani
- F s EullFame - Fret Widdhs Last and S, ¥ appicable

at ~, heretofore filed, praying for
Type Applcanls Steet Address, Cry, Slite, and 7JF Cods

a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuarit to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code

of the State of California, came on regularly for hearing on this 21st day
Dy of the Month

and proof having been made to the

of August2015

Mok, Yeor
satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as required by law,

and from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are
true, and that the required pericd of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of discharge from

custody due to completion of the term to which the petitioner was sentenced, or upon the release on par-

o [oa | 500

" Monk: Day, Yoo
obtained relief pursuant to Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the

ole or probation on , that, where appropriate, pefitioner has

course of conduct his/her rehabilitation and fitness to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship

(except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15); and that pefitioner has been three (3)

‘Total Rumber of Felony Convictions

time(s) convicted of a felony,

WHEREFORE, It Is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, And this court does hereby order, adjudge,
and decree the petitioner has been rehabilitated and is it fo exercise all the civil and political rights of
citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15), and by virtue thereol, this court
recommends that the Governor of the State of California grant a full pardon to said petitioner.

L\5x Aucust, Q0S5

¢ ) ‘Vf;.":

~Yrior Court « TYPED or PRINTED I Judge of said Superiar GO~ SIGNATURE
T forr wass propwvad by e Invasfigations Divison of e Bosrd of Prison Terrs prsusit to Pans Cods Saction 4852.18.

Done in open court this day of

Day of ths Month

B

25 - 2020 Executive Report on Clemency




EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Kapiolani Yuhara

Kapiolani Yuhara, a resident of California, submitted an application for
executive clemency, which was granted on August 17, 2018. This pardon
corrects an error on the pardon certificate issued on that date.

On March 31, 1999, Ms. Yuhara was convicted in the Superior Court of
Cadlifornia, County of Santa Clara, for the crimes of possession of controlled
substance for sale, transporting a controlled substance, possession of controlled
substance paraphernalia, and use or under the influence of a controlled
substance. She was sentenced to two years in prison.

Ms. Yuhara has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
January 13, 2017, the Superior Court of California, County of Santa Clara
granted Ms. Yuhara a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that she has
been living an upright life. By granting Ms. Yuhara's petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Ms. Yuhara be granted a full
pardon.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
Cadlifornia, give testimony that, by completion of her sentence and good
conduct in the community, Ms. Yuhara merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of Cadlifornia, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Ms. Yuhara a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of Cadlifornia to be affixed
this 27th day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

00,000

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State

e
il
R
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA

In the Matter of the Application of

Kapiolani Rebecca Yuhara
“Type Applicant's Full Name « First, Middie, Last and Suffix, ¥ apphicable

Certificate Number CR215605

pate of Gitr NN

Month, Day, Yeéar
Cii Number A12090660

€8899810, C9897024, CC116297 i :
List Applicable Criminal Case Number(s) BY_ <\ E L

CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION

Pursuant to Penal Code Section 4852,13

The petition of Kapiolani Rebecca Yuhara
_ Type Applicant's Full Name ~ First, Middle, Last end Suffix # applicable

Criminal Case Number(s)

, presently residing

at » heretofore filed, praying for

ype (] 88, , blale and Zip

a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code

of the State of California, came on regularly for hearing on this 13th , day
Day of the Manth
of January, 2017 and proof having been made to the
Wonih, Year

satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as required by law; and
from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are true, and
that the required period of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of discharge from custody due

to completion of the term to which the petitioner was sentenced, or'upon the release on parole or probation
on October 2002 , that, where appropriate, petitioner has

Monih, Day snd Year
obtained relief pursuant to Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the course

of conduct his/her rehabilitation and fitness to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except

as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15); and that petitioner has been 3
’ Total Number of Felony Convictions

time(s) convicted of a felony;

WHEREFORE, It is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, and this court does hereby order, adjudge, and
- —--decree -the-petitioner-has-been—rehabilitated -and is-fit-to-exercise-all-the—sivil-and-politicel—ights-of
citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15), and by virtue thereof. this court
recommends that the Govemnor of the State of California grant a full pardon fo said petitioner.

13th day of January, /201?

Day of the Month

Done in open court this

David A. Cena
Judga of said Superior Court - TYPED or PRINTED . Judge id Superior Court - SIGNATURE
FORM § (Revised 1011885} This form was prepared by the Investigations Division of the Board of Parole Hearings pursuent to Pensl Code Section 4852.18,
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Melissa Arechiga

Melissa Arechiga, a resident of California, has applied for executive
clemency.

On June 20, 1996, 21-year-old Ms. Arechiga was convicted in the Superior
Court of California, County of Los Angeles, for carjacking and accessory after
the fact. She was sentenced to three years and eight months in prison.

Ms. Arechiga has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
January 10, 2019, the Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles,
granted Ms. Arechiga a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that she has
been living an upright life. By granting Ms. Arechiga'’s petition for a Certificate
of Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Ms. Arechiga be granted a
full pardon.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
Cadlifornia, give testimony that, by completion of her sentence and good
conduct in the community, Ms. Arechiga merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Ms. Arechiga a full and unconditional pardon
for the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 26th day of June 2020.

S

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

00, 000

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Jesus Avendano

Jesus Avendano, a resident of California, has applied for executive
clemency.

In the Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles, 24-year-old
Mr. Avendano was convicted for maliciously setting fire to property on June 5,
1998, which was modified to arson of property on December 13, 2018. He was
sentenced to three years of probation.

Mr. Avendano has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
March 28, 2019, the Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles, granted
Mr. Avendano a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has been
living an upright life. By granting Mr. Avendano’s petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Mr. Avendano be granted a
full pardon.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
Cdlifornia, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Avendano merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, |, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Avendano a full and unconditional pardon
for the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 26th day of June 2020.

b )

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

00, 000

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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IN THE SUPEF™~ = COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFOR*""

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

In the Matter of the Application of

Jesus Alfredo Avedano akas Freddy Avedan

5 - Jesus Alhnedo Avendand@2”

Court use OT*VILED

Date of Birth _ AMENDED Superior Court of California

Countv of Los Angeles

Type Applicant's Full Name - First Middle Last and Suffix, if applicable

Cll Number A12044120 MAR Z 8 2018

Certificate Case Number VAQ47652 Sherri Bt pryer, E ive Officer/Clerk
By

Criminal Case Number(s) VA047652

CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION

Pursuant to Pe&gls(ic‘)ges S(;::ﬁogwgzg AvenDAND

The petition of Jesus Alfredo Avedano akas Freddy Avedano presently residing at

heretofore filed, praying for a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code of the
State of California, came on regularly for hearingon  March 7. 2019

and proof having been made to the satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as required by law; and
from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are true, and that the required period of
rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of discharae from custodv due to completion of the term to which the petitioner was
sentenced, or upon the release on parole or probation on Granted Probation June 5, 1998

that, where appropriate, petitioner has obtained relief pursuant to Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the
course of conduct his/her rehabilitation and fitness to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code
Section 4852.15); and that petitioner has been 7 time(s) convicted of a Felony;

WHEREFORE, It Is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, And this court does hereby order, adjudge, and decree the petitioner has been
rehabilitated and is fit to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15), and by
virtue thereof, this court recommends that the Governor of the State of California grant a full pardon to said petitioner.

Done in open court this Q'Xp\day of MW) L ZDM

Day of the Month Month, Year

Som O

Judge of said Superior Court - TYPED or PRINTED
SIGNATURE

MY
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Steven Bohannan

Steven Bohannan, a resident of California, has applied for executive
clemency.

On November 4, 1994, Mr. Bohannan was convicted in the Superior Court
of California, County of Imperial, for grand theft. He was sentenced to three
years of probation and 180 days in jail.

Mr. Bohannan has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence 1o seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
March 1, 2019, the Superior Court of California, County of Stanislaus, granted
Mr. Bohannan a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has been
living an upright life. By granting Mr. Bohannan's petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Mr. Bohannan be granted a full
pardon.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Bohannan merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of Cadlifornia, do hereby grant to Mr. Bohannan a full and unconditional pardon
for the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 26th day of June 2020.

b ]

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

Q0,000

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF @T/’YNIQLMC}

Apphicants County of Residence

ln the Matter of the Application of

0 HANNAN ,greveN G

" Type Appiiconts Ful Name - Firt Nedde Lastand S, ¥ appicable
Certificate Number-
. DaeofBirh |§
+ . Cll:Number

07 MAR 2019

CLERK OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
NTY OF STANISLAUS i

iminal Case Number(s)

. 0 ‘ o ' y /£
W\)N 372b4%) : ;-"{"I"J-‘l(" f

Pursuant to Penal Code Section 4852.13 -

STEVEN G DOHANNAN

, presently residing

‘The petition of -

at - heretbfofe fi Iedb pfaying for

Ype Apphcants Streel AGores

‘a Cerhﬁcate of Rehablhtatlon pursuant to the prowsmns of Chapter 3 5 Tttle 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code

,of the Stat_e of Cahfom_na,_ came on regulany for-heanng on this ‘ day

Dayom-eum

of . MﬁKCH 7/{“4 SR : : andproofhavmgbeenmadetothe

: satlsfact:on of the Court that notlce of the time of heanng has been regularly glven as reqwred by law;

S ‘and from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegatlons of sald pehtlon are
true, and that the required period of rehabrlutatlon has elapsed smce.petltloner‘s date of discharge from

cuistody due.to completion of the term to Which the petitioner was sentenced, or upon the release on par- .

ole or probation on D 5 (‘/EME £ R 1,199 7 , that, where appropriate, petitioner has
: Month Day, Year :

obtained relief pursuant to Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the

course of conduct hls/her rehabilitation and fi tness to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship

(exc_ept as ‘provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15); and that petitioner has been ')

Total Number of Fefony Convncoons

time(s) convicted of a felony;

WHEREFORE It Is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, And this courf does hereby order, adjudge,
and decree the petitioner has been rehabilitated and is fit to exercise all the civil.and political rights of
citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15), and by virtue thereof, this court
recommends that the Governor of the State of California grant a full pardon to said petitioner.

‘ St ;

Day of the Month

RICIA0 Cordoya

Judge of said Superior Court - TYPED or PRINTED(ES!

Done in open court this

Judgo ofsaidé(p«ia Court - SIGNATURE

FORM 1 (Revised 12/501) This form was preparsd Dy tfhe nvestigatk anf to Penal Code Saction 4852.18.
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Carlos Castaneda

Carlos Castaneda, a resident of California, has applied for executive
clemency.

On August 6, 1995, 21-year-old Mr. Castaneda was convicted in the
Superior Court of California, County of San Diego, for possession of marijuana for
sale. He was sentenced to three years of probation and 12 days in jail.

Mr. Castaneda has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
January 9, 2019, the Superior Court of California, County of San Bernardino,
granted Mr. Castaneda a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has
been living an upright life. By granting Mr. Castaneda’s petition for a Certificate
of Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Mr. Castaneda be granted
a full pardon.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
Cdlifornia, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Castaneda merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, |, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of Cdlifornia, do hereby grant to Mr. Castaneda full and unconditional pardon
for the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 26th day of June 2020.

A}

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

Q0,000

ALEX PABILLA
Secretary of State
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Tina Conklin

Tina Conklin, a resident of the State of Washington and former resident of
California, has applied for executive clemency.

On February 5, 1987, 23-year-old Ms. Conklin was convicted in the Superior
Court of California, County of Santa Clara for possession of marijuana for sale.
She was sentenced to two years of probation.

Ms. Conklin has submitted to this office a formal application for executive
clemency in the form of a gubernatorial pardon. She has provided evidence
that she is living an upright life and has demonstrated her fitness for restoration of
civic rights and responsibilities.

By the laws of this state it is proper that I, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of her sentence and good
conduct in the community, Ms. Conklin merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Ms. Conklin a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 26th day of June 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ALEX PABILLA
Secretary of State
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Governor Edmund G, Brown Jr. - State Capitol - Sacramento, California 95814
APPLICATION FOR GUBERNATORIAL PARDON
Complete this application to request a pardon from the Governor. A pardon is the forgiveness of a crime. If you are eligible for a
Certificate of Rehabilitation, do not complete this application; instead obtain a Certificate of Rehabilitation from the superior
court in your county of residence. (See Penal Code, § 4852.01.) If a pardon Is granted, this application will become a public
record, however specific personal information will be redacted {hidden) before it is made avallable to the public.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

WA\ Date of Birth:

1. Conviction Summary:

List all prior convictions, including any in other states or countries. Attach additional pages if f necessary.

2.

4
Bﬁeﬂv describe the circumstances of the crime(s) for which you are requesting a pardon (attach add‘sa’s °I)pages as*®

Offense(s) Date of offense(s): County of conviction(s): Sentence(s): i
[“ < Sa #\/\Lﬁgdfgf__ . Qo Pavus Sl ﬁﬂ(_’lj
— U354 A-25-% Sada AR Councel mg £ povaoh
DU ©-26-2002.  sania Cruz s;m school, grobakg probodhan, )

‘leiétSc See aHackhwent

3. Explain why you are requesting a pardon (attach additional pages as necessary):

lease See 0Hachment _ o

5, if you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist in the preparation of this application, list their name,
address, and amount paid or given {required by Penal Code section 4807.2):

N A

Rev. 09/25/2013
Application for Gubernatorial Pardon, Page 1
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Names | have been know as: Tina Renee Rushing, Tina Laffey, Tina Ramirez, Tina Conkiin,
2. Briefly describe the circumstances of the crimefs) for which you are requesting o pardon:

On September 25, 1986 | had called a close friend/neighbor requesting that they come to my house
as | had just slammed the door on a person who had a gun and tried to enter my home. Atthe time|
had turned off all my house lights so the person would not see my sithouette and shoot at me. My
friend came by the town-home and was afraid because they saw that all the lights were out. He then
called the police who came to my door. | let the officers in, as they were worried that the person
could be hiding in my home, Upon searching they found some marijuana plants that were in the
closet under my stairs. | was then placed under arrest and taken to Jail to be booked. While the
drugs were not directly mine they were in my home, so | accepted responsibility for having them.

I was charged with possession of marijuana for sales, Health and Safety Code section 11359, in
Santa Clara County. On March 27, 1987 | was sentenced to 90 days Jail time, restitution of $100.00
and a lab fee in the amount of $50.00. | was also sentenced to attend a drug/narcotics class and was
placed on 2 years formal probation. The court recommended that | serve my time in a public service
program (PSP) in lieu of jail, (please see attached record of sald sentence). | completed all the
conditions of my sentence. Part of the sentence was employment/training so | decided to take
courses at De Anza College in the Administration of Justice Paralegal program. ! graduated On March
29, 1991 with an Associates in Arts Degree { see attached copy of transcripts). | am proud to say
that | was the first in my family family to receive a college degree.

On Aprit 15, 1995 | applied for a record expungement pursuant to California Penal Code section
1203.4. The request was granted but | do not have any paperwork regarding the dismissal. While |
did receive the dismissal all my rights were not restored.

Additionally, | was informed, by the court, that case number C8676360 is associated with this case. |
am not sure if this is regarding the expungement that | applied for.

3. Explain why you are requesting a pardon:

I would like to restore all my rights as a law-abiding citizen and be whole again, | would like to be
able to apply for county jobs without having to worry about this on my record. it has been a thorn in
my side for so many years and | would love to have it removed. | have never felt whole since | made
this mistake and regret it then and now. | was a notary public for two terms in California and then
the third term I was rejected and had to appeal their decision in order to be a notary again.

4, Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a pardon:

i believe | should be granted a pardon because | have paid for the mistakes that | made over 30 years
ago. |attended school and received my associates degree and was steadily employed in California in
many law offices. Y,

| did make a mistake on my walk though. In August%ﬂoz I was pulled over in Watsonville,
California due to a burnt out tail light, | had a few glasses of wine, which | am sure the officer
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Stephen Frize

Stephen Frize, a resident of California, has applied for executive
clemency.

On October 31, 1997, 24-year-old Mr. Frize was convicted in the Superior
Court of California, County of Orange, for exhibiting or drawing a firearm and
carrying a loaded firearm. He was sentenced to three years of probation and
365 days in jail.

Mr. Frize has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
October 12, 2018, the Superior Court of California, County of Orange, granted
Mr. Frize a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has been living an
upright life. By granting Mr. Frize's petition for a Certificate of Rehabilitation, the
court has recommended that Mr. Frize be granted a full pardon.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
Cdlifornia, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Frize merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Frize a full and unconditional pardon for the
above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 26th day of June 2020.

b )

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

00, 000

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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For Court Use Oni
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF ORANGE o ..

CENTRAL JUSTICE CENTER
700 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE WEST UPER, F I
POST OFFICE BOX 22024 Cou Cou
SANTA ANA, CA 92702-2024
— "UST AUF Ofng
In the Matter of the Application of DCT . Nrs,?
. . D,
Stephen Patrick Frize WD 4 o 12 21
Petitioner’s full name ~ First Middle Last and Suffix, if applicable /e San, Cierg,
; By. 'R{\E “ig ]

Date of Birth: L % !
Cll Number: A11605660 : DEPU
Criminal Case Number(s); 96HF10978 Ury

CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION CERTIFICATE NUMBER:

(Penal Code § 4852.13) - B i M- }‘,f _ i ? 5 1 6
The petiton of  Stephen Patrick Frize . presently residing

- I mvsiag, RECEIVED

NTRAL JUSTOF CA“FORNIA
a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code

APR 30 2015

of the State of California, was heard on OCT 1 2 2518
Date

and proof having been made to the satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as
required by law; and from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are true,
and that the required period of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of discharge from custody due to completion of
the term to which the petitioner was sentenced, or upon the release on parole or probation on

October 31, 2000 : , that, where appropriate, petitioner has oblained relief pursuant to Penal

Nonth Day, Yesr
Penal Code section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the course of conduct his/her rehabilitation and fitness to
exercise all the civil and pdlitical rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code section 4852.15); and that the

that petitioner has been ~ TWO time(s) convicted of a felony;
Total Number of Felony Convictions

that the Governor of the State of Californif i

Y z% 3

JUDGE ELIZABETH GUERRERO MAGIAS

This form was prepared under the direction of the Office of the Attorney General of the State of California

: CERTIFICATE OF REHAB!L!ATION

Optlonal Use Penal Code §4852.13
Form: L-410.2 [Rev. July 15, 2011]
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Richard Gamez

Richard Gamez, a resident of California, has submitted to this office an
application for executive clemency.

On October 11, 1995, 21-year-old Mr. Gamez was convicted in the
Superior Court of California, County of Sacramento, for presenting a false claim
for payment of aloss or injury. He was sentenced to five years of probation and
six months in jail.

Mr. Gamez has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
February 27, 2019, the Superior Court of California, County of El Dorado, granted
Mr. Gamez a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has been living
an upright life. By granting Mr. Gamez's petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Mr. Gamez be granted a full
pardon.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Gamez merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Gamez a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 26th day of June 2020.

b )

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

00, N 000

ALEX PABILLA
Secretary of State
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Robert ligenfritz

Robert ligenfritz, a resident of California, has submitted to this office an
application for executive clemency.

On August 20, 2009, 21-year old Mr. ligenfritz was convicted in the Superior
Court of California, County of Los Angeles, for possession of a controlled
substance. He was sentenced to two years in prison.

Mr. ligenfritz has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
January 24, 2019, the Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles,
granted Mr. ligenfritz a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has
been living an upright life. By granting Mr. ligenfritz's petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Mr. ligenfritz be granted a full
pardon.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. ligenfritz merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, 1, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. ligenfritz a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 26th day of June 2020.

b )

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of Cdlifornia

ATTEST:

0, 000

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Chheng Lao
Chheng Lao, a resident of California, has applied for executive clemency.

On February 27, 1996, 21-year-old Mr. Lao was convicted in the Superior
Court of Cdlifornia, County of Los Angeles, for the crime of first-degree
residential robbery. He was sentenced to six years in prison.

Mr. Lao has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code sections
4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion of
sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
February 26, 2019, the Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles,
granted Mr. Lao a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has been
living an upright life. By granting Mr. Lao’s petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Mr. Lao be granted a full
pardon.

Mr. Lao has presented evidence that a collateral consequence of his
conviction, namely, his impending deportation and permanent separation from
his family and removal from his community, further justifies this exercise of
executive clemency.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Lao merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Lao a full and unconditional pardon for the
above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 26th day of June 2020.

)

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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Governor Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramento, California 95814

RE-APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION AND PARDON

Complete this form if in the last three years, you submitted a commutation or pardon application to a past administration,
or obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, and wish Governor Newsom to consider your application. Do not submit any
additional documents about your case until requested to do so by the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings.
If you submitted an application to Governor Newsom after January 7, 2019, your application is pending; do not submit
this form. Learn more about the commutation and pardon process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for
information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

. Lao/Chheng/Chhun _aka Michael Chhun Lao

Name (Last/Fi

Name on Prior Application (if di

Date of Birth:|

CDCR Number: J98721

Residence Address:

Social Security Number:

Name of Facilityrerison: c@lIfOTNIA Mens Colon

Mailing Address (if different):
— work erone ...

| previously submitted: [J Application for Commutation of Sentence
= Certificate of Rehabilitation
= Application for Pardon

Did you receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor's Office or the Board of Parole Hearings
regarding your application? Have you been interviewed regarding your application? If yes, please describe:

A1 04/30/2019

Applicant Slgnat’ur Date
Dickran Sevlian, Attorney for Applicant

SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO:
THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL, ATTN: LEGAL AFFAIRS/CLEMENCY, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814.

DO NOT SUBMIT ANY OTHER DOCUMENTS AT THIS TIME.

New 2019
Re-Application Form, Page 1 of 1
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—

IN THE SU. £RIOR COURT OF THE STATE Oy CALIFORNL@’P@riorIZI Lgp

0,
.Oun'y Oful':r OfCa”ro

gz
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES FEp 2 S Angejg, M1
Merr 6 20 g
8, /[ 0 e
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF: g ' & Off, errcy
"5Sicq C‘as(e TP Dep,,',f k

Type Applicant’s Full Name — First, Middle, Last and Suffix, if applicable ¢ L\ M€ V‘j

alee. BAA \\(’.\Al_'ge,\ (.

CII Number: A TN~ &q(ﬂ

Certificate Case Number: G—A'o o] G 5 %A
Criminal Case Number(s): &'A 0 & (b 5 'é a\

CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION
Pursuant to Penal Code Sections 4852.13

Heretofore filed, praying for a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3,5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the
Penal Code of the State of California came on regularly for hearing on Fe brua s 4 Un, A0
J T

And proof having been made to the satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as

That, where appropriate, petitioner has obtained relief pursuant to Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has
demonstrated by the course of conduct his/her rehabilitation and fitness to exercise all the civil and political rights of
citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15); and that petitioner has been < time(s) convicted of a Felony;

WHEREFORE, It is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, And this court does hereby order, adjudge, and decree the petitioner has
been rehabilitated and is fit to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code Section
4852.15), and by virtue thereof, this court recommends that the Governor of the State of California grant a full pardon to said

petitioner,

Done in open court this 9'6 day of ﬁ6k} , 2019
Vh o0t Tir

Judge of the Superior Court — TYPED or Printed Judge €iAhe Superj
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Richard Morrison

Richard Morrison, a resident of Colorado and a former resident of
California, has applied for executive clemency.

On August 8, 1994, 22-year-old Mr. Morrison was convicted in the Superior
Court of California, County of San Diego, for the felony crime of attempted
second-degree burglary. He was sentenced to three years of probation and
120 days in jail. In 2004, this conviction was reduced to a misdemeanor pursuant
to Penal Code section 17, subdivision (b}(3).

Mr. Morrison has submitted to this office a formal application for executive
clemency in the form of a gubernatorial pardon. He has provided evidence
that he is living an upright life and has demonstrated his fithess for restoration of
civic rights and responsibilities.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Morrison merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Morrison a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 26thpday of June 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ALEX PADALLA
Secretary of State
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Governor Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramento, California 95814

RE-APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION AND PARDON

Complete this form if in the last three years, you submitted a commutation or pardon application to a past administration,
or obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, and wish Governor Newsom to consider your application. Do not submit any
additional documents about your case until requested to do so by the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings.
If you submitted an application to Governor Newsom after January 7, 2019, your application is pending; do not submit
this form. Learn more about the commutation and pardon process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for
information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

SHlozrvson , ZJM/MW

Name (Last/First/Middle): Name on Prior Application (if different):

Date of Birth: Social Security Number:

r~ ) A Name of Facility/Prison: /"//4'

CDCR Number:

Residence Address:

Mailing Address (if different):

Home/Cell Phone: _Work Phone:

| previously submitted: [J Application for Commutation of Sentence
[ Certificate of Rehabilitation
yApplication for Pardon

Did you receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings
regarding your application? Have you been interviewed regarding your application? If yes, please describe:

2D-/934-17. Z ' (c,/:/.,,/% AN ee —//)._2744-«7’,2;,, ozl

Mw /@/W/ &azs/ﬁwvﬂv.&e_ 2N DeocmBer 2O/

. R </7/)5

Applicant Signature Date

SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO:
THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL, ATTN: LEGAL AFFAIRS/CLEMENCY, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814.

DO NOT SUBMIT ANY OTHER DOCUMENTS AT THIS TIME.
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Govemnor Edmund G. Brown Jr. - State Capitol - Sacramento, California 95814
APPLICATION FOR GUBERNATORIAL PARDON
Complete this application to request a pardon from the Governor. A pardon is the forgiveness of a crime. If you are eligible for a
Certificate of Rehabilitation, do not complete this application; instead obtain a Certificate of Rehabilitation from the superior

court in your county of residence. (See Penal Code, § 4852.01.) If a pardon is granted, this application will become a public
record, however specific personal information will be redacted (hidden) before it is made available to the public.

APPLICANT INFORMATION
% / /f/‘f'\/ ﬂmmmmm E-mail Address; _

 none number: [N

1 Conviction Summary:

List all prmr convictions, including any in other states or countries. Attach additional pages if rmcessar

/420 v?d‘ dr
2. Briefly describe the circumstances of the ¢rimels) for which you are requesting a pardon (attach aj y«al pages as
4 #

sl Jhorel Gy Ao ol ped thothoe S, A fny Ao
Le :K“'/ //10/4‘ vVed e 7/ /'“ ‘ﬁc«/ o)/ /fzfa)’{"u AR A

Date of offense(s): Couty 'fchnvlctcon(s) Sentence(s)
971)7994 Swlees ,W J

.v'wlw ol s,

3. pargbn (attach additional pa asn

Z am & ex, L ';Z‘uj;&: )4 L e ﬂ’ l"!/ é‘u& Mék/ 5’/4&«*#’”/
T Sotuesons ,_r///ﬁ// /ﬁg < 4;:/“«: /%57'&44{4—/&/ ﬁf/}/é =z
Hwe Mcac/ ﬁﬁ % a/oba_-@ ¥ cZ;ec/ )‘é wﬂy&w ﬁ‘/ﬁﬁ" *’G/ -
nmm,«szcr/

‘%“Provl abrle;smen;?h swhy u sho i g pardon (:23 c:imo oessary) : /
= A (s (- i

#'k/ld//m &///myéf,“ .A‘ é:j M #W/Wy /‘i’x— / /s /J:V(M .2‘/540(4
//W/ Jon Yo mew ( ‘anee / a5 éﬁr/x‘Mﬂ oA é;:ﬂa- il («J%ou_ A

MJ;—;;W/M/Q, Y=y Y 2P
5. if you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist in the preparation of this application, list their name,
address, and amount paid or given {required by Penal Code section 4807.2):

Rev. 09/25/2013
Application for Gubernatorial Pardon, Page 1
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Ny Nourn
Ny Nourn, a resident of California, has applied for executive clemency.

On January 27, 2003, Ms. Nourn was convicted in the Superior Court of
Cadlifornia, County of San Diego, for first-degree murder and arson of property.
On January 18, 2008, Ms. Nourn was resentenced to second-degree murder.
She was sentenced to 15 years to life in prison. She committed this crime when
she was 18 years old.

Ms. Nourn has submitted to this office a formal application for executive
clemency in the form of a gubernatorial pardon. She has demonstrated that
she is living an upright life and has demonstrated her fitness for restoration of
civic rights and responsibilities. Ms. Nourn has also presented evidence that a
collateral consequence of her conviction, namely, her impending deportation
and permanent separation from her family and removal from her community,
further justifies this exercise of executive clemency.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by her good conduct in the community,
Ms. Nourn, merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, |, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Ms. Nourn a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this.26thgday of June 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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Governor Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramento, California 95814

APPLICATION FOR PARDON

Complete this application to request a gubernatorial (governor’s) pardon. This application is for a direct pardon; do not complete this
form if you have been granted a Certificate of Rehabilitation. If you have submitted a pardon application in the last three years or if
you have obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, please complete a re-application form. The Governor’s Office and/or the Board of
Parole Hearings may contact you for additional information relating to your application. If the Governor grants you a pardon, some
information from your application will appear in a public report about clemency submitted to the California Legislature each year.
Learn more about the pardon application process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for information to: Office of the
Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814.

APPLICANT INFORMATION
(Attach additional pages as necessary)

Nourn, Ny

Name (Last/First/Middle):

Date of Birth: Social Security Number:

Residence Address:

Mailing Address (if different):

Work phone: ERREEEEEE s I

1. Conviction Summary (Note: The Governor’s Office will review a complete copy of your criminal history report.)

Home/Cell Phone:

List conviction(s) for which you are requesting a pardon.

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: County of conviction(s): Sentence(s):

PC 187(a) 12/5/2007 San Diego 15 years to Life

Were you under 26 years of age at the time of the crime(s) for which you are seeking a pardon? EBYES [INO

List all prior conviction(s) in California, any other state or country, or in federal court:

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: Location of conviction(s): Sentence(s):

PC 451(d) 1/27/2003 San Diego 3 years

The PC 451(d) conviction was from the same case but was reversed on appeal.

Rev. 2018
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5. Itried to reach out to my mother about the domestic violence. When I tried, she
would push me away and shut down the conversation. Unable to connect with my
mother, I became distant from my mother and hid in my room. I desperately
wanted to escape my chaotic and violent home, but I was a child and had nowhere
to go.

6. My stepfather only hit me two times but was verbally abusive. My mother was the
one who usually disciplined me. She was strict and overprotective, prohibiting me
from socializing with anyone outside of school, even throughout high school. She
would hit me with her hands, appliance cords, and tree branches for not listening
or not completely complying with her controlling behavior. She often left welts
and marks on my body. When I was 7 years old, I refused to call my stepfather
“dad.” My mother beat me until I agreed to call him “dad.” After that incident, my
trust in my mother broke down. I felt extremely hurt because it felt like my
mother always chose my abusive stepfather over me. Consequently, I did not have
a close, loving relationship with my mother or stepfather. They felt distant. The
only time my mother talked to me a lot was when she drank. She would say that I
did not love her. As an adult, I now have a better understanding that they were
two people thrown together while struggling with an enormous amount of
unspoken trauma from the war, but as a child, it was deeply painful to witness and
experience so much violence.

7. When I was 15-years-old, I started spending time in internet chatrooms. I escaped
into the internet to get away from violence. I longed for affection, acceptance, and
positive affirmation from strangers that I never got at home growing up. When I
was 16-years-old, I started sneaking out of the house to meet much older men I
met in internet chatrooms. As a child, I was not thinking clearly about how risky
this was. Of course, the relationships were not healthy and did not provide the
support that I actually needed. Having grown up surrounded by domestic
violence, I did not have a healthy model for a relationship.

8. Despite the problems at home, I still did well in school and attended “gifted” or
“advanced” classes until high school. By high school, I wanted to be in regular
classes because I felt the advanced classes were too difficult for me. In high
school, I played tennis, soccer, and badminton and maintained good grades. That

all changed when I met—

9. Imet _online in August 1998, just before my senior year of high
school. I was 17-years-old. He was 34-years-old. He also said his name was

I G claimed to be a wealthy single playboy in his twenties who lived
with his mom in La Jolla. Months later, I learned that none of this was true. At the
time, I was flattered that unlike the other men, -sent me a lot of emails,
wanted to spend time with me, and pursued me. I felt like I finally felt the love
that I had been missing. After three weeks of chatting online and exchanging
emails, we agreed to meet.
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never get to remain in the States and remain at home with my family and
community because of my immigration status. Though I get to spend time with
my family and community, I still have that fear that one day ICE may come to
arrest me and deport me.

61. I've never set foot in Cambodia and have no living family there. I do not know
anyone in Cambodia. I cannot read or write Khmer and have been learning to
speak but still struggle to hold a conversation. I have no idea how I would survive
if deported and would be in danger from [ s family.

62. I've been living in the U.S. since I was 5 years old and America is the only home
I’ve ever known and wish to remain in. Deporting me would go against
everything that I had worked so hard for while in prison and out here. And
deporting me would put my safety at risk from harm and death threats from my
abuser. I ask that the Governor take everything into account what I’ve done in
prison and out here to better myself and support for my community. I believe I am
an asset to my home here and ask that he grant me a pardon so that I can remain
in the United States and continue to serve my community.

63. I'm not the person I was as a hurt 17-old-child seeking affection anymore. I wish
that I had not had to go through the abuse and that it had not harmed so many
other people including David. I’ve worked to heal myself and also make amends
by giving back through work in the community. I hope that with a pardon that I
can continue to do so.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

L

Ny Nourn
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Sophea Om

Sophea Om, aresident of Cambodia and former resident of California,
has applied for executive clemency.

On March 10, 2006, 23-year-old Ms. Om was convicted in the Superior
Court of Cdlifornia, County of Los Angeles, for acquisition of an access card.
She was sentenced to two years in prison.

Ms. Om has submitted to this office a formal application for executive
clemency in the form of a gubernatorial pardon. She has demonstrated that
she is living an upright life and has demonstrated her fitness for restoration of
civic rights and responsibilities. Ms. Om has also presented evidence that a
collateral consequence of her conviction, namely, her deportation to
Cambodia resulting in separation from her family, further justifies this exercise of
executive clemency.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of her sentence and good
conduct in the community, Ms. Om, merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of Cdlifornia, do hereby grant to Ms. Om a full and unconditional pardon for the
above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 26th,day of June 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

00, S 000

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Christopher Osborn

Christopher Osborn, a resident of California, has applied for executive
clemency.

On September 13, 2002, 21-year-old Mr. Osborn was convicted in the
Superior Court of California, County of Orange for possession of marijuana for
sale and selling or transporting marijuana. He was sentenced to three years of
probation and 180 days of jail.

Mr. Osborn has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
March §, 2019, the Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles granted
Mr. Osborn a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has been living
an upright life. By granting Mr. Osborn’s petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Mr. Osborn be granted a full
pardon.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
Cadlifornia, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Osborn merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Osborn a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 26th day of June 2020.

S

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

0, 000

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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INTHE SUP{ )R COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFC A

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

In the Matter of the Application of

Christopher Morton Osborn AKp :7/0/7)14’& 05 ol E

Type Applicant's Full Name - First Middle Last and Suffix, if applicable Court use only

Date of Birth _ FILED

LOS ANGELES SUPERIOR COURT

MAR 05 2019
Certificate Case Number BA464525

Sherri R.\'Cgter, wiw/@em
01CF1821 = s/

B Peraz 4

Cll Number A22150835

Criminal Case Number(s)

CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION

Pursuant to Penal Code Sections 4852.13
The petition of ChristopheiMorton Osborn presently residing at

heretofore filed, praying for a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code of the
State of California, came on regularly for hearingon  March 5, 2019

and proof having been made to the satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as required by law; and
from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are true, and that the required period of
rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of discharae from custodv due to completion of the term to which the petitioner was
sentenced, or upon the release on parole or probation on Granted Probation September 13, 2002

that, where appropriate, petitioner has obtained relief pursuant to Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the
course of conduct his/her rehabilitation and fitness to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code
Section 4852.15); and that petitioner has been 71 time(s) convicted of a Felony;

WHEREFORE, It Is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, And this court does hereby order, adjudge, and decree the petitioner has been
rehabilitated and is fit to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15), and by
virtue thereof, this court recommends that the Governor of the State of California grant a full pardon to said petitioner.

Topher Osborn

Done in open court this r day of /Zﬂﬂ&/ /;Z‘D ﬁ i en——

Day of the Month Month, Year

SHrr D78

Judge of said Superior Court - TYPED or PRINTED JudgeVsaid Superi¢rLourt -
SIGNATURE
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Ray Aranjo
Ray Aranjo, a resident of California, has applied for executive clemency.

On March 15, 2005, Mr. Aranjo was convicted in the Superior Court of
Cadlifornia, County of Fresno, of possession of marijuana for sale. He was
sentenced to 3 years of probation and 90 days in jail.

Mr. Aranjo has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
February 1, 2019, the Superior Court of California, County of Fresno, granted
Mr. Aranjo a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has been living an
upright life. By granting Mr. Aranjo’s petition for a Certificate of Rehabilitation,
the court has recommended that Mr. Aranjo be granted a full pardon.

Mr. Aranjo has presented evidence that a collateral consequence of his
conviction, namely, his impending deportation and permanent separation from
his family and removal from his community, further justifies this exercise of
executive clemency.

This act of clemency for Mr. Aranjo does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Aranjo merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Aranjo a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed

_ thig 10th day of November 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State

76 - 2020 Executive Report on Clemency




\ /

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF _FRESNO

Applicant's County of Residence

In the Matter of the Application of

Ray Fernando Aranjo a t yse only
Type Applicant's Full Name - First Middle Last and Suffix, if applicable

Certificate Number 18CRRP684605
FEB 01 209

Date of Birth
Month Day, Year FR

CllNumber  A21578743 ByESNo COUNTY SUPERIOR E
-_-____"_——.

Criminal Case Number(s) CF04908898,

List applicable Criminal Case Number(s)

CERTIFIGATE OF REHABILITATION

Pursuant to Penal Code Section 4852.13

The petition of Ray Fernando Aranjo , presently residing

Type Applicant's Full Name - First Middle Last and Suffix, if applicable

at , heretofore filed, praying for

ype Applicant's Street Address, City, State, and ZIP Code

a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code

of the State of California, came on regularly for hearing on this 1st day
Day of the Month

of February 2019 and proof having been made to the
Month, Year

satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as required by law; and
from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that ali allegations of said petition are true, and
that the required period of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of discharge from custody due
to completion of the term to which the petitioner was sentenced, or upon the release on par-

ole or probation on March 15, 2008 , that, where appropriate, petitioner has
Month Day, Year

obtained relief pursuant to Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the course
of conduct his/her rehabilitation and fitness to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship

(except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15); and that petitioner has been 1

Tatal Number of Felony Convictions

time(s) convicted of a felony;

WHEREFORE, It Is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, And this court does hereby order, adjudge, and
decree the petitioner has been rehabilitated and is fit to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship
(except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15), and by virtue thereof. this court recommends thaf4he
Governor of the State of California grant a full pardon to said petitioner. Fe

Done in open court this 1st day of February 2019 e Y
Day of the Month p— Month, Year & T R
Judge of said Superior Court - TYPED or PRINTED Judge of said Supe oul 5
FORM 3 (Revised 2/1/19) This form was prepared by the Investigations Division of the Board of Parole Hearings pursuant to Penal Code Section 4852.18.

ZZ m Lt Robot on.Clamaoncy
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Efrain Barajas Meraz

Efrain Barajas Meraz, a resident of California, has applied for executive
clemency.

On October 9, 2013, Mr. Barajas Meraz was convicted in the Superior
Court of California, County of Tulare, of possession of marijuana for sale, planting
or cultivating marijuana, and transportation or sale of marijuana. He was
sentenced to 3 years of probation and 270 days in jail.

Mr. Barajas Meraz has submitted to this office a formal application for
executive clemency in the form of a gubernatorial pardon. He has
demonstrated that he is living an upright life and has demonstrated his fitness for
restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. Mr. Barajas Meraz has also
presented evidence that a collateral consequence of his conviction, namely,
his impending deportation and permanent separation from his family and
removal from his community, further justifies this exercise of executive clemency.

This act of clemency for Mr. Barajas Meraz does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Barajas Meraz merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Barajas Meraz a full and unconditional
pardon for the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed

' lO’rh‘doy f November 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of Cadlifornia

ATTEST:

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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Governor Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramento, California 95814

APPLICATION FOR PARDON

Complete this application to request a gubernatorial (governor’s) pardon. This application is for a direct pardon; do not complete this
form if you have been granted a Certificate of Rehabilitation. If you have submitted a pardon application in the last three years or if
you have obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, please complete a re-application form. The Governor’s Office and/or the Board of
Parole Hearings may contact you for additional information relating to your application. If the Governor grants you a pardon, some
information from your application will appear in a public report about clemency submitted to the California Legislature each year.
Learn more about the pardon application process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for information to: Office of the
Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814.

APPLICANT INFORMATION
(Attach additional pages as necessary)

Name (Last/First/Middle): Efraln Barajas Meraz

Date of Birth: —— Social Security Number: _

Residence Address:

Mailing Address (if different):

Home/Cell Phone:_ Work Phone: _ Email: -

1. Conviction Summary (Note: The Governor’s Office will review a complete copy of your criminal history report.)

List conviction(s) for which you are requesting a pardon.

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: County of conviction(s): Sentence(s):
CA H&S CODE 11358 10/09/2013 TULARE NO JAIL TIME
CA H&S CODE 11359 10/09/2013 TULARE 270 DAYS JAIL
CA H&S CODE 11360 10/09/2013 TULARE NO JAIL TIME

Were you under 26 years of age at the time of the crime(s) for which you are seeking a pardon? CJYES ENO

List all prior conviction(s) in California, any other state or country, or in federal court;

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: Location of conviction(s): Sentence(s):

NONE.

Rev. 2019
Application for Gybernatorigl Pardon, Page 1 of 2
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2. Describe the circumstances of your crime(s).

Please see Attachment 2.

3. Describe how a pardon may impact your life (e.g., immigration consequences, employment opportunities, impact on family

members, civic participation).

Please see Attachment 3.

4. Describe your life since your conviction (e.g., efforts in self-development, including identifying and addressing treatment needs,

professional and educational achievement; any set-backs, arrests, and new convictions; insight about past conduct; and future
goals).

Please see Attachment 4.

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist you in preparing this application, you are required by law to list
their name, address, phone number, email address, the nature of your relationship, and amount paid or gift given.

APPLICANT DECLARATION
Complete the following statement after you have served your Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency.

/ Efrain Barajas Merez
(Print Applicant Full Name)

, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of

California that the information | have provided on this application is true and correct. | further declare that | have served (mailed or

delivered) my notice of intent to apply for clemency on the District Attorney of the County of TULARE

{Name of County or Counties)

S poc M pgne - October23,2019
Applicant Signature =3 Date

Submit this completed 2-page form to the Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814.
You may, but are not required to, include copies of relevant documents that support your application (e.g., certificates of achievement,
photographs, letters of support, etc.). Do not send original documents, as application documents cannot be returned. Please update
the Governor’s Office promptly if your contact information changes. Submit a completed Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency to
the district attorney in the county of your convictions for which you are seeking a pardon.

Rev. 2019
Application for Gubernatorial Pardon, Page 2 of 2
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Governor Gavin Newsome - State of California
Application for Pardon

Attachment 2: Describe the circumstances of your crime.

I'was formally charged with violations of California Health and Safety Code Sections 11358,
11359 and 11360 on September 24, 2012 by the Tulare County District Attorney’s office under
Tulare County Superior Court case number VCM273470A. 1was very confused at that time because
I'had been legally prescribed medical marijuana by a medical doctor for my severe arthritis, and had
what I believed to be a legal prescription to grow marijuana plants. Ihave been a very proud lawful
permanent resident of the United States since 1990 and had never committed any crimes until I was
charged with the above crimes in 2012. Still believing myselfto be innocent under the legal medical
prescription I possessed, I chose to fight this case and ended up taking the case to trial in September
2013. The jury found me guilty on all three counts, and I was sentenced to 270 days in jail. After
listening to the evidence brought against me in the trial process, I came to understand that I had
violated the law by not honoring the terms of my marijuana prescription by growing more marijuana
plants than I was allowed to have. It broke my heart to come to the realization that I’had truly broken
the law, but I take full responsibility for the crimes I committed and I remain as remorseful to this
day for violating the law as I was throughout my trial and conviction. I truly understand the serious
nature of the crimes of which I was convicted and I am truly sorry for the trouble I caused. 1
faithfully complied with all of the terms and conditions of my probation, I have paid all restitution
owed in this matter and I have been successfully terminated from probation with no violations. This
is my one and only criminal case. I have no criminal convictions of any kind outside of this one
Tulare County Superior Court case in that or any other jurisdiction.

Attachment 3: Describe how a pardon may impact your life

I am now in jeopardy of losing my lawful permanent resident status as the United States
Citizenship and Immigration Service/Federal Immigration Court have filed proceedings against me
to revoke my lawful permanent resident status and subject me to deportation based on my past
convictions. As stated above, I have been a very proud lawful permanent resident of the United
States since 1990. I have always prided myself on being a hard working, tax paying, law abiding
person while in this country and in this great state. I have always maintained employment since I
have been in a lawful permanent resident, and have operated my own successful farming business
at my home/farm in Reedley, California for over seven (7) years now. I am leasing/farming 10 acres
of land under contract with an option to buy; and I plan to expand my farming business after I
acquire full ownership of this farming property. It broke my heart knowing that I violated the law
and was convicted of serious crimes, knowing that the convictions could possibly subject me to
deportation. I have remained 100% crime free since my conviction and have had no contact with
law enforcement whatsoever, not even for a minor traffic violation. IfI were granted this Governor’s
Pardon, I would have a chance to-challenge the revocation of my lawful permanent resident status
and fight the current efforts by the United States government to have me deported. My family
depends on me as I am the sole income provider for my family with my farming business. If I were
deported, it would severely and negatively affect my family, and will possibly mean we would lose
our farm, home and farming business. In as few words as possible, the impact this pardon would
have on my life would be earth-shatteringly life altering for me and my entire family.
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Attachment 4: Describe your life since your conviction

I have been married to my beautiful wife —for 28 years and have two (2)
beautiful adult children, | age 30 and N 2cc 22. My life since my
conviction has been focused on my wonderful family, my successful farming business and
maintaining an absolutely 100% law abiding existence. I learned extremely valuable lessons from
my experience of being convicted of my past serious crimes. My experience has taught me that
every single second of this life we get on this Earth and in this wonderful country is precious. I have
been blessed with the most wonderful, beautiful family a man could ever ask for; I have been blessed
with the ability to work and operate a successful farming business. I have been blessed beyond
measure and I have spent my life since my conviction making every effort to give back to the
community I let down with my past criminal convictions. I work hard to be a good moral example
for my children and try to show them that one should always work hard, strive forward and never
give up under any circumstances despite one’s past transgressions.

Based on the above, and on any other documents or information requested of me in this
process which I will be more than happy to provide, it is my sincere hope that you will look into my
full past, consider my future, and consider granting my application and request for a Governor’s
Pardon.
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
John Chevis
John Chevis, a resident of California, has applied for executive clemency.

On March 28, 1990, 23-year-old Mr. Chevis was convicted in the Superior
Court of California, County of Los Angeles, of burglary. He was sentenced to
3 years of probation and 365 days in jail.

Mr. Chevis has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
March 1, 2019, the Superior Court of California, County of San Bernardino,
granted Mr. Chevis a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has been
living an upright life. By granting Mr. Chevis’s petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Mr. Chevis be granted a full
pardon. )

This act of clemency for Mr. Chevis does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
Cadlifornia, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Chevis merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Chevis a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal

of the State of California to be affixed
thig 10th day of November 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State

4
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORMA
IN AND FOR THECOUNTY OF __ SAd B P NO
. oo “

o Residanca
In the Matter of the Application of * SUPERIOR COURT
. pp- Aol COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO
Dokl Zougee CHENS T A G

Ty Appicana m-rmu«h@?nusmumum MAR ﬂ 1 m

Certificate Number
"y QIR
Dl, Vowr BY 6.0 3 -
RAUL RODRIGUEZ, uTY

Cli Number

Criminal Case Number(s) ; KA nz 1500
5t applicabie Criminal Case Number(s) -

‘ - . . . / . . . - . . .
The petition of- % ]«\'u\( : éﬁ@ jr Vis , presently residing

AP BN YRS TR LY

, heretofore filed, praying for

at

‘Stata, and ZIP Cod }
provisions of Chapter 3.5, Titla 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Cada

/ ?f day

a Certificate of Rehabillitation pursuant to the

" of the State of California, came on regularly for hearing on this
A D N el
of l’)’f)&/’fé / /@ﬁ / ? L and proof having been made to.the
Month, Yaar .

satlsfaction of the Caourt that notica of the.time of .hearing has been réghlarly glven as requlre& by law;
and frl.;om saﬂsfaciary p.ro'of taken at sai& hearing the Court finds ihatjéll allegétibns of sald petition are

trie, and that the required period of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitidhei"s data of discharge from
tenced, or upan the release on par-

custody due to completion of the term to which the petitioner was sen

3 - A ﬁ ‘17 £ 7 - , that, where appropriate. petitioner has

Manth Day, Year
obtained relief pursuant to Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the

ole or probation on

course of conduct his/her rehabilitation and fitness to exercisa all the civil and political rights of citizenship

(except as provided in Penaj Code Section 4852.15); and that petitioner has been
Tatal Number of Felony Convictiona

" time(s) convicted of a felony;

WHEREFORE, It Is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, And this court does hereby order, adfudge,
and decree the petitioner has been rehabilitated and is fit to exercise all the civil and political rights of
citizenship (except as provided In Penal Code Section 4852.15), and by virtue thereof, this court

recommends that the Governor of the State,of California grant a full pagiop to /sa/iépiﬂtlane /
Done In open court this ; I Sz: d e ﬂ 4
it~y Day of the Mon# < ,‘.. p % y W%
STEVE MALONE /G iale e

Judge of said Supericr Court - SIGNATURE

FORM 3 {Ravised 12/501) Thie form was propaned by e Invasiged aos pursuant fo Panal Cod Saction 4852.18
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Saengsavan Choum

Saengsavan Choum, a resident of California, has applied for executive
clemency.

On June 28, 1999, Mr. Choum was convicted in the Superior Court of
Cadlifornia, County of Contra Costa, of voluntary manslaughter. 21-year-old
Mr. Choum drove the car from which his crime partner fatally shot a rival gang
member. Mr. Choum was sentenced to four years in prison.

Mr. Choum has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
October 12, 2018, the Superior Court of California, County of Orange, granted
Mr. Choum a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has been living
an upright life. By granting Mr. Choum'’s petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Mr. Choum be granted a full
pardon.

Mr. Choum has presented evidence that a collateral consequence of his
conviction, namely, his impending deportation and permanent separation from
his family and removal from his community, further justifies this exercise of
executive clemency.

This act of clemency for Mr. Choum does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Choum merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Choum a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
thig 10th day pf November 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PAPILLA
Secretary of State
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For Court Use Only
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF ORANGE

CENTRAL JUSTICE CENTER
700 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE WEST SUPER,ORF / L E D
POST OFFICE BOX 22024 Cx,COUNRURT o
SANTA ANA, CA 92702-2024 NTRaL OF § R CALFoR,
Cr A GE
In the Matter of the Application of UCT ; CE'NTER
L,
SAENG SAVAN CHOUM Y01, v = 01
o " p B AK, (e
Pefitioner's full name — First Middle Last and Suffx, if applicable 4. /% > Crorn o, "

o "o“ﬂ
pate of &irth: [ NN \5\%\
Cii Number; A10878521 g DEPUTV

Criminal Case Number(s): 8ecesc-1

N

CERTIFICATE OF REHABIUTATION CERTIFICATE NUMBER:
(Penal Code § 4852.13) M - 980280°1
Cal m 1‘ e
The petiion of Saeng Savan Choum , presently residing 6 4 3

« I reowBECEY .

a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code N

OCT 12 2018 AUG 2 1 yp1g

of the State of California, was heard on

and proof having been made to the satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regulary given as
required by law; and from satisfaclory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are true,
and that the required period of rehabili{ation has elapsed sinca petitioner's date of discharge from custody due to completion of
the term to which the petitioner was sentenced, or upon the release on parole or probation on

October 17, 2004  that, where appropriate, petitioner has obtained refief pursuant to Penal

Mot oy, Yol
Penal Code section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the course of conduct hisiher rehabilitation and fitness o
exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code secfion 4852.18); and that the

that petitioner has been  ONE (1) time(s) convicted of 2 felony;
Convictions

Total Number of Fetony

The Certificate of Rehabllitation is granfed. This Court declares the petitioner has been rehabiiitated and is #it to exercise
afl the civil and political nighis of citizenghi t as provided in Penal Code section 4852.15), and this Court recommends
ihat the Govemnor of the Stafe of Cajj rdfon to said petitioner,

pated:___ /D) / Z/
A4

‘-.-'J{,_E ' Juckcisl Cimonr - STGRA

NPt
OF O JUDGE ELIZABETH GUERRERO MACIAS

This form was prepared undsrthe direction of the Office of the Attorney General of the State of California

AL JUSTIGE g‘g“’;ggm

CERTIFICATE OF REHABILIATION

Opticnat Use Penal Code § 4852.13
Form: L4102 [Rev. July 15, 2011)
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Scott Clarke
Scott Clarke, a resident of California, has applied for executive clemency.

On August 7, 2007, Mr. Clarke was convicted in the Superior Court of
California, County of Los Angeles, of possession of a controlled substance for
personal use. He was sentenced to 3 years of probation and 45 days in jail.

Mr. Clarke has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
February 22, 2018, the Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles,
granted Mr. Clarke a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has been
living an upright life. By granting Mr. Clarke's petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Mr. Clarke be granted a full
pardon.

This act of clemency for Mr. Clarke does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Clarke merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Clarke a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 10h day of November 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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Governor Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramento, California 9581¢

RE-APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION AND PARDON

Complete this form if in the last three years, you submitted a commutation or pardon application to a past administration,
or obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, and wish Governor Newsom to consider your application. Do not submit any
additional documents about your case until requested to do so by the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings.
If you submitted an application to Governor Newsom after January 7, 2019, your application is pending; do not submit
this form. Learn more about the commutation and pardon process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for
information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name (Last/First/MiddIel: Clarke’ Scott Aaron Name on Prior Application (i
Date of Birth: Social Security Number:
CDCR Number: 5 Name of Facility/Prison: LA County Jall

Mailing Address (if different):

Home/CelI Phone:_ Work Phone: _ Email: _

| previously submitted: (1 Application for Commutation of Sentence
= Certificate of Rehabilitation
= Application for Pardon

Did you receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings
regarding your application? Have you been interviewed regarding your application? If yes, please describe:

I served no time in prison so | do not have a CDCR number. | have recieved a Certificate of Rehabilitation and would like a pardon.

| never recieved any information after | recieved the Certificate. Please let me know if there is anything else | need to do on my side.
Thank you very much,

ST e 621419

-Applicant Signature Date

SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO:
THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL, ATTN: LEGAL AFFAIRS/CLEMENCY, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814,
DO NOT SUBMIT ANY OTHER DOCUMENTS AT THIS TIME.
New 2019
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

In the Matter of the Appiication of

Scott Aaron Clarke

Type Applicant’s Full Name - First Middle Last and Suffix, if applicable

- urt olCaIlfom|a
oate ot sitr. || sugarer oo ol Callr
M- Fin

Cll Number  AD7416981— Vv artaiy FEB 22 2.0\‘3
Certificate Case Number MAQ039215 _ sherrl R. Cartar, Exgouive 0° &_BUEFK of Ceurt
~oo L === Depuly
Criminal Case Number(s) MA030215 & WA

CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION o

Pursuant to Penal Code Sections 4852.13
The petition of ScofiAarorClarke presently residing at

heretofore filed, praying for a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3. 5 Title & of Part 3 of the Penal Code of the
Staie of California, came on reqularly for Hearing on February 22, 2018

and praof having been made to the satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as required by law, ard
“from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are true, and that the required penod of
rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of discharce from custodv due to comoletion of the term to which the petitioner was
sentenced, or upon the release on parole or probation on Granted Probation August 7, 2007 i

that, where appropriate, pefitioner has obtained relief pursuant to Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the
course of canduct his/her rehabilitation and fitness to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code
Section 4852.15); and that pelitioner has been 7 time(s} convicted of a Felony;

WHEREFORE, It Is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, And this court does hereby order, adjudge, and decree the petitioner has been
rehabilitated and is fit to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Cade Section 4852 15), and by
virtue thereof, this court recommends that the Governor of the Stale of Califsrmia grant a full pardon o said petitioner

Done in open court this Qlday of m/e()%g lef

Day of the Month Moanth, Year

saiT M. &oRdeN

Judge of said Superior Court - TYPED or PRINTED <= g ot said Superior Court -

SIGNATURE  2~)TT M. GORDON
161 0314201g-
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Jason Crosson

Jason Crosson, a resident of California, has applied for executive
clemency.

On December 1, 1987, 19-year-old Mr. Crosson was convicted in the
Superior Court of California, County of Orange, of possession of a controlled
substance. He was sentenced to three years of probation and six days in jail.

Mr. Crosson has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
June 14, 2019, the Superior Court of California, County of Orange, granted
Mr. Crosson a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has been living
an upright life. By granting Mr. Crosson'’s petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Mr. Crosson be granted a full
pardon.

This act of clemency for Mr. Crosson does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Crosson merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Crosson a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 1Qth day of hlovember 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PAPILLA
Secretary of State
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For Court Use Only
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF ORANGE

PO Box 1138 F'LED

SUPE
Santa Ana, CA 92702-1138 Ré%%ﬁ?”yg; %%LEORN A
CENTRAL JUSTICE CENTER
In the Matter of the Application of JU N1
4 2019

Jason Crosson
Petitioner’s full name — First Middle Last and Suffix, if applicable

BY:
Date of Birth: | ENGNGN0G: Y. )ry
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A
a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code Jusrice CEHF°RNM

of the State of California, was heard on e -/ 4“/ 9

Date

and proof having been made to the satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as

required by law; and from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are true,
and that the required period of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of discharge from custody due to completion of

the term to which the petitioner was sentenced, or upon the release on parole or probation on

December 1, 1987 , that, where appropriate, petitioner has obtained relief pursuant to Penal
Month Day, Year

Penal Code section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the course of conduct his/her rehabilitation and fitness to

exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code section 4852.15); and that the

that petitioner has been one (1) time(s) convicted of an eligible offense;
Total Number of Felony Convictions

The Certificate of Rehabilitation is granted. This Court declares the petitioner has been rehabilitated and is fit to exercise
all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code section 4852.1 5), and this Court recommends
that the quernor of the State of California grant a full pardon tg-seftTTetitioner. :

.y
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Tung Do
Tung Do, aresident of California, has applied for executive clemency.

On April 21, 2000, Mr. Do was convicted of possession or purchase of
cocaine base for sale. He was sentenced to three years of probation and four
months in jail. On September 16, 2003, Mr. Do was convicted of attempting to
receive stolen property. He was sentenced to 2 years of probation and 90 days
in jail. On March 17, 2006, Mr. Do was convicted of conspiracy to commit a
crime. He was sentenced to 3 years of probation and 365 days in jail. In 2019,
his convictions for attempting to receive stolen property and conspiracy to
commit a crime were reduced to misdemeanors pursuant to Penal Code
section 17, subdivision (b)(3).

Mr. Do has submitted to this office a formal application for executive
clemency in the form of a gubernatorial pardon. He has demonstrated that he
is living an upright life and has demonstrated his fitness for restoration of civic
rights and responsibilities. Mr. Do has also presented evidence that a collateral
consequence of his conviction, namely, his impending deportation and
permanent separation from his family and removal from his community, further
justifies this exercise of executive clemency.

This act of clemency for Mr. Do does not minimize or forgive his conduct or
the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to transform
himself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Do merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of Cadlifornia, do hereby grant to Mr. Do a full and unconditional pardon for the
above cases.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 10th day of November 2020.

LY

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PAPILLA
Secretary of State
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Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. - State Capitol - Sacramento, California 95814
APPLICATION FOR GUBERNATORIAL PARDON
Complete this application to request a pardon from the Governor. A pardon is the forgiveness of a crime. If you are eligible fora
Certificate of Rehabilitation, do not complete this application; instead obtain a Certificate of Rehabilitation from the superior
court in your county of residence. (See Penal Code, § 4852.01.) If a pardon is granted, this application will become a public

record, however specific personal information will be redacted (hidden) before it is made available to the public.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name: _Tung Do pate of irth: [N e accress: [N
Address: TR, phone Number: [N

1. Conviction Summary:

List all prior convictions, including any in other states or countries. Attach additional pages if necessary.

Offense(s): Date of offense(s): County of conviction(s): Sentence(s):
11351.5 April 21, 2000 Santa Clara 4 Months jail + probation
496(A) Sep 16, 2003 Santa Clara 90 days jail + probation
182(A)(1) Mar 17, 2006 Santa Clara 365 days jail + probation
2. _ Briefly describe the circumstances of the crime(s) for which you are requesting a pardon (attach additional pages as
necessary):
Refer to Attachment
3. Explain why you are requesting a pardon (attach additional pages as necessary):
Refer to Attachment
4. Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a pardon (attach additional pages if necessary):

Refer to Attachment

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist in the preparation of this application, list their name,
address, and amount paid or given (required by Penal Code section 4807.2):

N/A

Rev. 09/25/2013
Application for Gubernatorial Pardon, Page 1
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2.

On or about December 16, 1996, I pleaded guilty to violating one infraction count of Penal Code Section 415(2)
(disturbing the peace). 1 was granted 1-year term of probation on the following conditions: that he serve 60 hours of
community service and pay standard fines and fees and fulfill all other standard terms and conditions of probation. On
or about February 25, 2000, I pleaded no contest to violating Count 1, one felony count of Health and Safety Code
Section 11351.5 (possession of cocaine for sale). On or about April 21, 2000 I was sentenced and granted a 3-year term
of formal probation on the following terms and conditions: that I serve 4 months in county jail, pay standard terms and
conditions of probation. On or about July 25, 2002, I entered a plea of no contest to a violation of Penal Code Section
664/496(a) a Felony. On or about September 16, 2003, I was sentenced to 2 years’ formal probation, 90 days in county
jail and was ordered to pay fines and fees. On or about March 3, 2006, I entered a plea of no contest to a violation of
penal code section 182 (a) (1), a felony. On or about March 17, 2006, I was sentenced to 3 years’ formal probation, 365
days in county jail and was ordered to pay fines and fees.

3.

I need this pardon because I am facing deportation. This pardon is mainly for immigration purposes. I have lived in the
United States for over 25 years. I am requesting a pardon because I need a second chance. This second chance will help
me with immigration purposes. I have turned to GOD for help, to guide me in the right path. My main focus is family,
business and community. I am a dedicated husband and father. I am working hard every day to provide and give the
best opportunities I’ve never had; a happy healthy family. I don't want that loving family to be torn apart because of
mistakes from the past. As for my business, I diligently strive to grow and educate staff on a daily basis. When I am
not with family or working on my business, I volunteer my time at St Maria Goretti Church and to the Vietnamese
Community at VIVO. My mistakes have changed me to become a better man.

4.

I am and currently a law-abiding and respectful person. My prior convictions dating as far back as 20 years have
caused me to lose my eligibility to become a U.S citizen and I am now facing possible deportation. For more than a
decade, I am not charged with the commission of any other offense. 1 am truly sorry for the offense I have committed
and I am extremely conscious not to make the same mistakes in the future. I have learned from my mistakes and
bettered myself both personally and professionally. I have changed my life in a positive way. I am now a devoted
husband, loving father to a 2-year-old boy and a successful business owner of two nail salons, known as Blossom Nail
Spa the first healthy and safe nail salon in the County of Santa Clara. 1 have created a life in the United States. If
deported, I would be sent to Viet Nam, a county I am foreign. I would be separated from my family, love ones and
community that needs me. I am an asset to this country I call home. Please give me a second chance and exercise your
discretion and grant my application for a pardon. Thank you for your consideration.

file:///C}.../-%20HP%20ENVY%202017/BUSINESS/-%20CUS TOMERS/VIVO/Grants-Projects/Deporidoa T imes 0 e R agib 0Bl S35 1501 8 8:46:13 PM]



STATEMENT OF NOTICE TO DISTRICT ATTORNEY AND DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY

This application may be submitted to the Board of parole Hearings for investigation and recommendation pursuant to Penal
Code section 4812. This application may also be submitted to law enforcement or other agencies for investigation or recommendation.

Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805 require that you give the District Attorney in the county of conviction written notice of your
intention to apply for a pardon. You must complete the Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency (attached) and mail it to the

District Attorney before submitting this application to the Governor’s Office. If you are requesting a pardon for more than one

conviction involving more than one county, each District Attorney must be given notice.

s al 7
i, AN ('r D O . declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that |
{Print Full Name)

i
have served the District Attorney of the County of < A —\4 L C , e with notice of my intent to apply for a pardon.
(Name of County¥)

{ further declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information | have provided on this

application is true and correct. | understand that any omission or misstatement of facts may result in the denial of the application and

the filing of perjury charges against me.
4
/ *
— zlzoli®

Appiicant’s Signature ~~ = Date’

*f Applicable, List Additional Counties Here (Send Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency to All Counties Listed)

Rev. 09/25/2013
Application for Gubernatorial Pardon, Page 2
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Laura Flores

Laura Flores, a resident of the State of Washington and former resident of
California, has applied for executive clemency.

On August 4, 2003, Ms. Flores was convicted in the Superior Court of
California, County of Los Angeles, of possession or purchase for sale of a
controlled substance. She was sentenced to 3 years of probation and 180 days
in jail. She committed this crime when she was 23 years old.

Ms. Flores has submitted to this office a formal application for executive
clemency in the form of a gubernatorial pardon. She has demonstrated that
she is living an upright life and has demonstrated her fitness for restoration of
civic rights and responsibilities. Ms. Flores has also presented evidence that a
collateral consequence of her conviction, namely, possible deportation and
permanent separation from her family and removal from her community, further
justifies this exercise of executive clemency.

This act of clemency for Ms. Flores does not minimize or forgive her
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work she has done since
to transform herself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of her sentence and good
conduct in the community, Ms. Flores merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Ms. Flores a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed

h day of November 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PAPILLA
Secretary of State
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Governor Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramento, California 95814

RE-APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION AND PARDON

Complete this form if in the last three years, you submitted a commutation or pardon application to a past administration,
or obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, and wish Governor Newsom to consider your application. Do not submit any
additional documents about your case until requested to do so by the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings.
If you submitted an application to Governor Newsom after January 7, 2019, your application is pending; do not submit
this form. Learn more about the commutation and pardon process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for
information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814,

APPLICANT INFORMATION

N/A

Name (Last/First/Middle): FloreS, Laura Name on Prior Application (if different):
Date of Birth: _ Sacial Security Number:

CDCR Number: N/A Name of Facility/Prison: N/A
——

Mailing Address (if different): N/A

ome/cel Fhone: B S o

| previously submitted: [J Application for Commutation of Sentence
[ Certificate of Rehabilitation
= Application for Pardon

Did you receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings
regarding your application? Have you been interviewed regarding your application? If yes, please describe:

No, | did not receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor's Office or the Board of Parole Hearings regarding my application.

No. | have not been interviewed regarding my application.

//% 1.0""4 Vﬂ (O ¥ G—‘; 4 —/1é - iq ,,,,,

Applicant Signature Date

SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO:?7 - 2020 Executive Report on Clemency

THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL, ATTN: LEGAL AFFAIRS/CLEMENCY, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814,
DO NOT SUHIBMIT ANY OTHFR DOCLIMFNTS AT THIS TIMF.



Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr, « State Capitol - Sacramento, California 95814
APPLICATION FOR GUBERNATORIAL PARDON
Complete this application to request a pardon from the Governor. A pardon is the forgiveness of a crime. If you are eligible for a
Certificate of Rehabilitation, do not complete this application; instead obtain a Certificate of Rehabilitation from the superior
court in your county of residence. {See Penal Code, § 4852.01.) If a pardon is granted, this application will become a public

record, however specific personal information will be redacted (hidden) before it is made available to the public.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name: _Laura Flores Date of Blrth:- E-mail Address: __None
aiaeess: IR ... ... I
18 Conviction Summary:

List all prior convictions, including any in other states or countries. Attach additional pages if necessary.

Offense(s): Date of offense(s): County of conviction(s): Sentence(s):
Felony Possession for Sale 2002 Los Angeles County, 3 year probation, 180 days county jail.
2. Briefly describe the circumstances of the crime(s) for which you are requesting a pardon (attach additional pages as
necessary):

| am requesting a pardon of my 2002 felony possession for sale conviction, Los Angeles Superio Court

Case No: GA051348.
Please see the attached "Circumstances of Offense." Attached as Exhibit A.

3. Explain why you are requesting a pardon (attach additional pages as necessary):

Please see the attached "Why | am Requesting a Pardon." Attached as Exhibit B.

4. Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a pardon (attach additional pages if necessary):

Please see the attached "Why | Should Be Granted a Pardon." Attached as Exhibit C.

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist in the preparation of this application, list their name,
address, and amount paid or given (required by Penal Code section 4807.2):

Rev. 09/25/2013
Application for Gubernatorial Pardon, Page 1
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Laura Flores

Date of Birth: H
Application for Gubernatorial Pardon

Circumstances of Offense

On November 1, 2002, I was caught in the middle of a drug transaction, sitting in a car as
a lookout and holding approximately 8 grams of heroin. Attached as Exhibit “D” is a copy of the
police report of my arrest.

I accepted responsibility for my conduct, pleaded guilty and was sentenced to serve 180
days in county jail. Attached as Exhibit “E” is a copy of the Los Angeles Superior Court docket
for this conviction, Case No. GA 051348.

At the time of my arrest, [ was involved in a physically abusive relationship that led to
my downward spiral and helped create the circumstances for my terrible mistake. Ironically, I
began a relationship with the person who was arrested with me at that time (although he was
never charged with an offense). He became my life partner and we went down a path of
recovery together, raising a family and turning our lives around.

I complied with the terms and conditions of my probation. I have had no violations in the
past 15 years and my case was expunged on September 26, 2017. Attached as Exhibit “F” is a

copy of the court order expunging this conviction.
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Laura Flores
Date of Birth:
Application for Gubernatorial Pardon

Why I am Requesting a Pardon

I acknowledge my past mistakes and since being convicted have devoted myself to my
family and my church. I am requesting a gubernatorial pardon to help ensure [ will be able to
remain in the United States to care for my 6 young children, especially my 7-year-old daughter,
who is in remission for B-cell Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. Attached as Exhibit “G” is a letter
from Seattle Children’s Hospital regarding my daughter’s diagnosis and remission.

I came to the United States from Mexico in 1994 when I was 16 years old. I am
undocumented but am informed by my immigration attorney Henry Cruz that a Gubernatorial
Pardon would help me attain legal status. Attached as Exhibit “H” is a letter from Mr. Cruz
detailing the immigration benefit of a gubernatorial pardon.

I am requesting this pardon because I want to ensure I will be present to care for my

children.
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Laura Flores
Date of Birth:
Application for Gubernatorial Pardon

Why I Should be Granted a Pardon

Since the time of my arrest, my common-law husband and I have built a beautiful life.
My most cherished role is that of “mom”. We have six children who we are raising to be
hardworking, kind, compassionate and spiritual. They are the loves of my life. I have
maintained gainful employment cleaning rooms as a housekeeper. Our lives are centered around
our family and our church, Iglesia Tacoma. Iglesia Tacoma has provided us community and
support; and we are involved in many volunteer church activities. I typically volunteer every
Sunday to watch parishioner’s children during services, singing, teaching the children songs and
scripture. Attached as Exhibit “I” are letters from friends, family and fellow parishioners.

I came to the United States in 1994, when I was 16 years old. My uncle brought me to
the border and I crossed alone. I have lived in the United States for the past 23 years.

My concern, should I be deported, is not for myself, but for the well-being of my six
young children (5 girls, 1 boy —ages 3,4, 5, 7, 8 and 11).

My most critical concern is for my 7-year-old daughter, -Who was diagnosed
with B-cell Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma at the age of 4. She received chemotherapy at Seattle
Children’s Hospital from age 4 — 6 years old and needs continued medical monitoring every 3
months until at least July 2021. I have received training on how to monitor -and what
symptoms need to be watched for. According to her physicians at Seattle Children’s Hospital,

any recurrence of her cancer must be identified immediately or she risks severe relapse.
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Laura Flores
Why I Should be Granted a Pardon
Page 2

I am very fearful of being separated from any of my children, but leaving fter
she has gone through so much yet still relies upon me is my greatest fear. Attached as Exhibit
“G” is a letter from Seattle Children’s Hospital detailing -s diagnosis, treatment and
future monitoring.

With humility and acceptance of my past mistakes, I request this extraordinary relief.
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Violet Henderson

Violet Henderson, a resident of California, has applied for executive
clemency.

On November 14, 1974, Ms. Henderson was convicted in the Superior
Court of California, County of Contra Costa, of conspiracy to commit a crime.
She was sentenced to state prison. Ms. Henderson was 18 years old at the time
of the crime.

Ms. Henderson has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
October 13, 2009, the Superior Court of California, County of Alameda, granted
Ms. Henderson a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that she has been
living an upright life. By granting Ms. Henderson's petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Ms. Henderson be granted a
full pardon.

This act of clemency for Ms. Henderson does not minimize or forgive her
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work she has done since
to transform herself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of her sentence and good
conduct in the community, Ms. Henderson merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Ms. Henderson a full and unconditional pardon
for the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 10¢h day of November 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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Governor Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramento, California 95814
APPLICATION FOR PARDON

Complete this application to request a gubernatorial (governor's) pardon. This application is for a direct pardon; do not complete this
form if you have been granted a Certificate of Rehabilitation. If you have submitted a pardon application in the last three years or if
you have obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, please complete a re-application form. The Governor’s Office and/or the Board of
Parole Hearings may contact you for additional information relating to your application. If the Governor grants you a pardon, some
information from your application will appear in a public report about clemency submitted to the California Legislature each year.
Learn more about the pardon application process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for information to: Office of the
Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814,

APPLICANT INFORMATION
(Attach additional pages as necessary)

Name (Last/First/Middle): Henderson’ VIOIet

Date of Birth: Social Security Number: _
residence acres: DR

Mailing Address (if different):

N -

1. Conviction Summary (Note: The Governor’s Office will review a complete copy of your criminal history report.)

Home/Cell Phone:

List conviction(s} for which you are requesting a pardon.

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: County of conviction{s): Sentence(s):

PC 1821 12/5/1974 Contra Costa 6 mos -10 years prison

Were you under 26 years of age at the time of the crime(s) for which you are seeking a pardon? =YES [INO

List all prior conviction{s} in California, any other state or country, or in federal court:

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: Location of conviction(s): Sentence(s):

please see attached

Rev 2019
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2. Describe the circumstances of your crime(s).

I was very young when these crimes were committed and was an underage teenager when § first got in trouble.

I was influenced by a man I later married who was 24 years my senior.

3. Describe how a pardon may impact your life {e.g., immigration consequences, employment opportunities, impact on family
members, civic participation).

Receiving a pardon would demonstrate to my family that goals are achievable over time, With a pardon, I would be able to apply for licenses,

such as a notary license, which I was previously denied,

4. Describe your life since your conviction {e.p., efforts in self-development, including identifying and addressing treatment needs,

professional and educational achievement; any set-backs, arrests, and new convictions; insight about past conduct; and future
goals).

After my conviction, I got married and had two children. I removed myself from people I was associated with and divorced my first husband. T went back

to college and worked in the building trades and city government. I am now retired and living out my dream of earning both a Bachelor of Arts and

Bachelor of Science degree at UC Berkeley. I am conducting independent research on the health effects of illegal dumping of trash in Oakland and am

preparing to enroll in graduate school.

5. If you have paid any maoney or given any gift to anyone to assist you in preparing this application, you are required by law to list
thelr name, address, phone number, email address, the nature of your relationship, and amount paid or gift given.

APPLICANT DECLARATION
Complete the following statement after you have served your Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemenicy.
3

'S ) / /
) / i Q f[ s W 2404 , declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of

{Primt App!irca:qt Full Name)

California that the information | have provided on this application is true and correct. | further declare that | have served {mailed or

delivered) my notice of intent to apply for clemency on the District Attorney of the County of Contry Cosio
{Name of County or Counties)

;:, 1/ ;,' _f‘:f / », ! // {/}J&W ?ﬂ!‘ 7
4

Applicant Signature Date

Subrnit this completed 2-page form to the Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Lega!l Affairs/Clamency, Sacramento, CA 85814,
You may, but are not required to, include coples of relevant documents that support your application (e.g., certificates of achievement,
photographs, letters of support, etc.). Do not send original documents, as application documents cannot be returned. Please update
the Governoar's Office promptly if your contact information changes. Submit a completed Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency to
the district attorney in the county of your convictions for which you are seeking a pardon.

Rev 2019
Appilcation for Gubernaterial Pardon, Page 2 0f 2
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Prior Convictions of Violet Henderson

Crime Date of Conviction Location of Sentence
Conviction

PC 647(B) 3/4/1970 Alameda County 12 months probation,
30 days jail

PC 647(B) 2/26/1970 Alameda County 30 Days Jail,
suspended sentence

PC 647(B) 5/25/1972 Alameda County 24 months probation
45 days jail

PC 487 8/12/1974 Alameda County 6 months. — 5 years
prison

PC 647(B) 5/30/1974 San Francisco County | 18 months probation,

95 days jail
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
IN AND FOR THE GOUNTY OF _Alameda

Applicant's County of Residence

7
in the Matter of the Application of E- ; ~ e
Violet L. Henderson Al oz e
Type Applicant's Full Name - First Middle Last and Suffie. i applicable SRR S \"Y
Certificate Number Jhuy yanie
Date of Birth - L T
Month Day, Year C g !:._.“'!’V_ . T ss COURT
CIl Number  A04010711 : S S N e ¥
Criminal Case Number{s) 57236, 16857 )
List apphcable Criminal Case Number(s) | —
[
| Pursuant to Penal Code Section 4852.13
The petition of Violet L. Henderson , presently residing

Type Applicant's Full Name - First Middie Last and Suffix if appficable

at . heretofore filed, praying for

Type Apphcant’s Strect Address, City, State, and ZIP Code

a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code

of the State of California, came on regularly for hearing on this day
Day of the Mosth

of and proof having been made to the
Month, Year

satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as required by law;

and from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are
true, and that the required period of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of discharge from
custody due to completion of the term to which the petitioner was sentenced, or upon the release on par-

ole or probation on May 27, 1976 . that, where appropriate, petitioner has
Month Day, Year

obtained relief pursuant to Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the
course of conduct his/her rehabilitation and fitness to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship

(except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15); and that petitioner has been 2

Total Number:w.Fé'l;ny Conviclions
time(s) cc..victed of a felony;

WHEREFORE, ft Is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, And this court does hereby order, adjudge,
and decree the petitioner has been rehabilitated and is fit to exercise all the civil and pofitical rights of

citizenship (except as provided in ™ - Code Section 4852.15), and by virtue thereof, this co =
recommends that the ‘“overnorof : . >..  of California grant a fulf pardon to said petiti.. or.
Done in open court this e 4T day of njCﬂvb&’fg{ 20077
Day «.[ v *onth . _Ahont r

fperal FAeORon -

-~
>
| ; e / 7 L ]
Judge of said Supenor Cour - TYPELD of PRINTED [/7 < /ﬁ /(, - F/ziy(sald Supenor Court - SIGNATU ¢

FORM 3 (7~ e 22400} This form was prepared { y the vesligations Division df the Bodrd of Prison Tery)‘é pursut - Code Spefion 4852 18.

e 1072020 E




EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Timothy Jordan

Timothy Jordan, a resident of California, has applied for executive
clemency.

On June 6, 2005, 25-year-old Mr. Jordan was convicted in the Superior
Court of California, County of Los Angeles, of burglary. He was sentenced to
two years in prison.

Mr. Jordan has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On November
28, 2018, the Superior Court of California, County of Kern, granted Mr. Jordan a
Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has been living an upright life.
By granting Mr. Jordan's petition for a Certificate of Rehabilitation, the court has
recommended that Mr. Jordan be granted a full pardon.

This act of clemency for Mr. Jordan does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Jordan merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Jordan a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 1@th day of November 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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Governor Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramento, Calitornia 85814

RE-APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION AND PARDON

Complete this form if in the last three years, you submitted a commutation or pardon application to a past administration,
or obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, and wish Governor Newsom to consider your application. Do not submit any
additional documents about your case until requested to do so by the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings.
If you submitted an application to Governor Newsom after January 7, 2019, your application is pending; do not submit
this form. Learn more about the commuiation and pardon process at www.gov.ca gov/clemency or mail a request for
information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Jordan, Timothy, Lee

Name (Last/First/Middle): Name on Prior Application (if differentk I
o socin security number: NN

T51652 Adelanto
CDCR Number: Name of Facility/Prison:

resdence addres:: IR

Mailing Address (if different):

I emait:_ I

Home/Cell Phone: Work Phone:

I previously submitted: L] Application for Commutation of Sentence
= Certificate of Rehabilitation
] Application for Pardon

Did you receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor's Office or the Board of Parole Hearings
regarding your application? Have you been interviewed regarding your application? if yes, please describe:

W b -2%~/7

Applicant Signature 4 i Date

SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO:
THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL, ATTN: LEGAL AFFAIRS/CLEMENCY, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814.

PO NOT SUBMIT ANY OTHER DOCUMENTS AT THIS TIME.
New 2019
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IN THE SURERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF Wern

Poplicant’s Cownty of Roslidence

In the Matter of the Application of

oYy Sordan

Type Appiant's Full Name - FirstMiddia Last and Sufix, Bpplcabla

Certificate Number -

Date of Birth NOV 28 2018 %

. Cilumber _ v 12.312 B2 sy & o 7
Criminal Case Number(s) N B ©© 3 N S

TisTappEcabis Criminal Casa Nurrberls)

CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION

Pursuant to Penal Code Section 4852.13

The petition of , presently residing

of the State of California, came on regularly for hearing on this

of Noue W‘\\QL{MM? DI'S and proof having been made to the
satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as required by Iavg;
and from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are
true, and that the required period of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of discharge from

custody due to completion of the term to which the petitioner was sentenced, or upon the release on par-

ole or probation on ’S\_,L,Y\Q_ ( 0 Z QZ 25 , that, where appropriate, petitioner has

Month Day, Year

obtained relief pursuant to Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the
course of conduct his/her rehabilitation and fitness to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship
(except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15); and that petitioner has been \

Tolal Numiber of Felony Conviclions

time(s) convicted of a felony, )
WHEREFORE, It Is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, And this court does hereby order, adjudge,
and decree the petitioner has been rehabilitated and is fit to exercise all the civil and political rights of

citizenship (except as providsd in Penal Code Soction 4852.15), and by virtua-thereof. this court
recommends that the Governor of the Sfafe of California grant a full pardon to sald petitioner

Done in open court this 2—6 day of ]ﬂg ¥ Y Zkg ¥ 2 4 2[% .
Bay ef the Menth th, Year
“Tos o 5233 Soperior Court - SIGRATURE

Mudnaed Tousi/ | | ‘é‘ ﬁﬁ ,
Judge of said Supenor Court - TYPED of PRINTED

FORM Y (Revised 12/5701) This form was prapared by the Envestigaions Division of the Bord of Prisen Tanms pursuant to Pansl Code Section 485218,

110 - 2020 Executive Report on Clemency




EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
John Martinez

John Martinez, a resident of California, has applied for executive
clemency.

On March 11, 2004, Mr. Martinez was convicted in the Superior Court of
California, County of Contra Costa, of robbery. He was sentenced to two years
in prison.

Mr. Martinez has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
May 3, 2019, the Superior Court of California, County of Contra Costa, granted
Mr. Martinez a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has been living
an upright life. By granting Mr. Martinez's petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Mr. Martinez be granted a full
pardon.

This act of clemency for Mr. Martinez does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Martinez merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of Cdlifornia, do hereby grant to Mr. Martinez a full and unconditional pardon
for the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 10th day of November 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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IN THE SIII'EBIIIII COURT OF THE STIITE OF GAI.IFOIIHIA
. Hhis document is
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF CONTRA EOSTA

a correct copy

of mn onmndl on fl!e in this office

g~ Appﬁcants Coul
o 13w L MAY 08 2019
In the Matter of the Application of (=X Q R THE COUR
,'f ; PERIOR COU mr m {Alwo:ﬂ
John Robert Martinez .'_"_'P%i‘se_“""ﬁf %5y s
Type Applicant's Full Name - First Middle Last and Suffix, if applicable
Certificate Number ” ﬂ__,
Date of Birth
Month Day, Year ) MAY 0 3 2[]19
Cll Number HI23 ¢S K. BIEKER GLEHK OF 111 G
N e or g 4 R
Criminal Case Number(s) _5-040077-0 By, e
List applicable Criminal Case Number(s) BN u?d o /

\

GERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION

Pursuant to Penal Code Section 4852.13

John Robert Martinez

Type Applicant's Full Name - First Middle Last and Suffix, if applicable

The petition of , presently residing

at , heretofore filed, praying for

ype Applicant’s Street Address, City, State, and ZIP Code

a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code

3

Day of the Month

of the State of California, came on regularly for hearing on this
a
of m (OU N Q O/ /
B

Month, Year
satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as required by law;

day

and proof having been made to the

and from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are
true, and that the required period of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of discharge from
custody due to completion of the term to which the petitioner was sentenced, or upon the release on par-

06/29/2008

Month Day, Year

, that, where appropriate, petitioner has

ole or probation on

obtained relief pursuant to Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the

course of conduct his/her rehabilitation and fitness to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship

(except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15); and that petitioner has been 1

Total Number of Felony Convictions
time(s) convicted of a felony;

WHEREFORE, It Is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, And this court does hereby order, adjudge,
and decree the petitioner has been rehabilitated and is fit to exercise all the civil and political rights of
citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15), and by virtue thereof, this court
recommends that the Governor of the State of California grant a full pardon to said petitioner.

3

Done in open court this
: Day of the Month
NN

jlql/y(i(/‘/’}' Iy SC—/% :'\“,’\/\! ]

Judge of said Superior Court - TYPED or PRINTED

FORM 3 (Revised 7/6/2005)

day of /1Y) Cey i) O/ g .
—OZC“W”OU

R tZ

Judge of said Superior Court - SIGNATURE

This form was prepared by the Investigations Division of the Board of Parole Hearings pursuant to Penal Code Section 4852.18.
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Nhan Xuan Nguyen

Nhan Xuan Nguyen, a resident of California, has applied for executive
clemency.

On July 21, 1997, 18-year-old Mr. Nguyen was convicted in the Superior
Court of California, County of Santa Clara, of burglary, and buying, receiving,
concealing, or withholding stolen property. He was sentenced to two years in
prison.

Mr. Nguyen has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
July 24, 2019, the Superior Court of California, County of Alameda, granted
Mr. Nguyen a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has been living
an upright life. By granting Mr. Nguyen's petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Mr. Nguyen be granted a full
pardon.

Mr. Nguyen has presented evidence that a collateral consequence of his
conviction, namely, his impending deportation and permanent separation from
his family and removal from his community, further justifies this exercise of
executive clemency.

This act of clemency for Mr. Nguyen does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Nguyen merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Nguyen a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 1gth day of November 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

mm

ALEX PADILLA

Secretary of State

e
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IN THE SUFERIUR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
IN AND FOR THE COUNYY OF A1 AMEDA

tn the Matter of the Application of !

Applicants County of Residence

Nhan Xuvan Nguyen
Type Applicant's Full Mame - Frst MidiSo Last and Suffx, ¥ appicabla
Certificate Number /;?"eg"‘ 0/?ééé
Dateof Birth [N

Moot Dy, Year

CliNumber _A11584711

Criminal Case Number(s) _ Santa Clara County Docket 196549
List appicable Criminal Case Number(s)

GERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION

Pursuant to Penal Code Section 4852.13

The petition of _N_hu&% _ , presently residing
. Troe s Full Nam - Firet Midcbe Last and Sul, ¥ applicable
at g_  heretofore filed, praying for

Trpe Applcants Sroet Addross, Ly, S, and ZIF Code

a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code

of the State of California, came on regularly for hearing on this &‘-\*"‘ day
Day of the Month
of Om\\ j’o\o\ and proof having been made to the
J Month, Year

satistaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as required by law;
and from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are
true, and that the required period of rehabilitation has efapsed since petitioner's date of discharge from
custedy due to completion of the term to which the petitioner was sentenced, or upon the release on par-

ole or probation on ﬂmfd{\ D\.')Oblb , that, where appropriate, petitioner has
Month Day, Year

obtained relief pursuant to Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the

course of conduct his/her rehabiiitation and fitness to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship

(except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15); and that petitioner has been 4.—

Tolal Numbaer of Felony Convictions

time(s) convicted of a felony;

. WHEREFORE, It Is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, And this court does hereby order, adjudge,
and detrge the, petitioner has been rehabilitated and is fi to exercise all the civil and political rightS o}
cltizenship (except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15), and by virtue thereof
recommends that the Governor of the State of California grant a full pardon to said petitioner.

Done in open court this a\-\“\ day of Q.\‘J\\\l }D\D\

Day of tha Manth Month, Year
MARK MCCANNON yRY !
Judge of said Suparior Court - TYPED or PRINTED Judga of said Superior Court SSIGNATH
FORM ) {Rovized 1273701) This form wias propared by U lvesiigations Division of e Board of Prison Temms pursuant o Penal Code Section 4852, 18.

—

AN

A ) - N
X
’ _:-‘. b
| I 4
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Duc Nguyen
Duc Nguyen, a resident of California, has applied for executive clemency.

On May 5, 2003, Mr. Nguyen was convicted in the Superior Court of
California, County of Santa Clara, of voluntary manslaughter. Mr. Nguyen and
his crime partners got into a fight and his crime partner fatally stabbed the
victim. He was sentenced to 14 years in prison. He committed this crime when
he was 16 years old.

Mr. Nguyen has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence 1o seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
November 27, 2019, the Superior Court of California, County of Santa Clara,
granted Mr. Nguyen a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has
been living an upright life. By granting Mr. Nguyen'’s petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Mr. Nguyen be granted a full
pardon.

Mr. Nguyen has presented evidence that a collateral consequence of his
conviction, namely, his impending deportation and permanent separation from
his family and removal from his community, further justifies this exercise of
executive clemency.

This act of clemency for Mr. Nguyen does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Nguyen merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Nguyen a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed

h day of November 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PAPILLA
Secretary of State
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
INAND FOR THE COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA

In the Matter of the Application of

Duc Nguyen Court Use,0nly

Type Applicant's Full Name — First, Middle, Last and Suffix, if applicable - e — *

Certificate Number C1917603 F D

Date of Birth -
Month, Day, Year N 0 V 2 7 2019
A22382236
ClI Number Clerk of the Court _
ior Court of CA County of Sania Clara
Criminal Case Number(s) CC125665 B\? uperior ot cl:f Kens DEPUTY
List Applicable Criminal Case Number(s)

CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION

Pursuant to Penal Code Section 4852.13

Duc Nguyen , presently residing
Type Applicant’s Full Name — First, Middle, Last and Suffix if applicable

The petition of

at . heretofore filed, praying for

Type Applicant's Street Address, City, State and Zip Code

a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code

of the State of California, came on regularly for hearing on this Twenty-second day
Day of the Month
of November, 2019 and proof having been made to the

Month, Year

satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as required by law; and
from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are true, and
that the required period of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner’s date of discharge from custody due

to completion of the term to which the petitioner was, sentenced, or upon the release on parole or probation

March 2016 . that, where appropriate, petitioner has
Month, Day and Year

obtained relief pursuant to Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the course

on

of conduct his/her rehabilitation and fitness tocexeréié’e all the'civil-and political rights of citizenship (except
1

Total Number of Felony Convictions

as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15); and that petitioner has been

time(s) convicted of a felony;

WHEREFORE, It is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, and this court does Frereby order, ‘gdjudge, and
decree the petitioner has been rehabilitated and is fit to exercise all the civil and political rights of
citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15), and by virtue thereof, this court
recommends that the Governor of the State of California grant a full pardon to said petitioner.

22nd NovemBer, 2019

Done in open court this day of -
Day of the Month / /Vlonth— Y y NEY
_ Y, / A
Hon. David A. Cena 4 r/ { / C. [Feed .‘f_,]
Judge of said Superior Court - TYPED or PRINTED Judge of said Superior Court — SIGNATURZE N e y
N, N Y
FORM 3 (Revised 10/18/05) This form was prepared by the Investigations Division of the Board of Parole Hearings pursuant to Penal C=ode Section 4852. 15'\'\\"’&__/%%‘*%%(_//
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Michael Nixon

Michael Nixon, a resident of California, has applied for executive
clemency.

On May 15, 1975, 23-year-old Mr. Nixon was convicted in the Superior
Court of California, County of Santa Cruz, of transporting or selling a controlled
substance. He was sentenced to 3 years of probation and 120 days in jail.

Mr. Nixon has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
January 4, 2019, the Superior Court of California, County of Tulare, granted
Mr. Nixon a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has been living an
upright life. By granting Mr. Nixon's petition for a Certificate of Rehabilitation,
the court has recommended that Mr. Nixon be granted a full pardon.

This act of clemency for Mr. Nixon does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Nixon merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Nixon a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 1gth day of November 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PAPILLA
Secretary of State

o,
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
IH AND FOR THE COUNTY OF 1uiare

Applicant’s Caunty of Resignnce.
In the Matter of the Applicatlon of
Michael Nixon Coutusgonly s
Type Applicant's Ful Name - First Middbs Last and Suffix, # applcalie
' TULARE COUNTY SLPERIOR
Certificate Number VISAUA DIVISION GoeT
osteoroire [N IAN 04 2073
Month Day, Year -
Cll Number A05746659
STEANE CAViZDN, o

Criminal Case Number(s) 54859 BY:

List applicabie Crminal Case Number(s)

. CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION

’ Pursuant to Penal Code Section 4852.13

The petition of Michael Nixon . presently residing
Typa Apphcant's Ful Nami - First Middle Last and Suffix, i applicably

« [  heretofore filed, praying for
Type Appicants. Street Addrass, Gy, Sizte, and ZIF Cotia

a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code

of the State of California, came on regularly for hearing on this \.\&Q_Ug, ﬂ[ wu’[c( day
Day offhe Month
of and proof having been made to the
Month, Year

satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as required by law,
and from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are
true, and that the required period of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of discharge from
custody due to completion of the term to which the petitioner was sentenced, or upon the release on par-

ole or probation on 05-15-19875 . that, where appropriate, petitioner has
Mongh Day, Year

obtained relief pursuant to Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the
course of conduct his/her rehabilitation and fitness to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship

(except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15); and that petitioner has been 1

Total Number of Felony Convictions

time(s) convicted of a felony;

WHEREFORE, It Is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, And this court does herehy order, adjudge,
and decree the pelitioner has been rehabilitated and is fit to exercise all the civil and politigal rights of
citizenship (except as provided in Pena! Code Section 4852.15),| and by viftlie thergol |this court
recommends that the Governor of the Sta f California grant a ful p; rdon to said petitiongr. .

Done in open court h\ day of

!Day of the Month
Juuae smd Supenor Court - €0"0r FHITED

FORM 3 (Rovised 12/5701) This fnem was pmparmd by tha fnvastigations, Division of the Board of Prison Tanns pursuant ta Panal Code Sacbod 4852.18.

Judn\ur said Supanar C

e
\s
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Oscar Ramos-Reyes

Oscar Ramos-Reyes, a resident of California, has applied for executive
clemency.

On February 14, 1994, Mr. Ramos-Reyes was convicted in the Superior
Court of California, County of Los Angeles, of shooting at an inhabited dwelling.
He and fellow gang members fired shots info a house. No one was injured. He
was sentenced to five years in prison. Mr. Ramos-Reyes was 18 years old at the
time of the crime.

Mr. Ramos-Reyes has complied with the provisions of California Penal
Code sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after
completion of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
July 10, 2018, the Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles, granted
Mr. Ramos-Reyes a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has been
living an upright life. By granting Mr. Ramos-Reyes's petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Mr. Ramos-Reyes be granted a
full pardon.

This act of clemency for Mr. Ramos-Reyes does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Ramos-Reyes merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Ramos-Reyes a full and unconditional
pardon for the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 1Q¢th day of November 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PAPILLA
Secretary of State
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Govarnar Gavia Mawsom - State Cepitol Sacramento, Califomia 956814

RE-APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION AND PARGON

Complete this form if in the last three years, you submitted a coramutation or pardon application {0 a past administration,
or ohiained a Cartificate of Ashabliitation, and wish Governor Newsom to consider your application. Do not submit any
additional documents about yvour case untli requestad to do so by the Governor's Office or the Board of Parole Hearings.
If you submitted an application to Governor Newsarn after january 7, 2018, your application is pending; do not submit
this form. Learn more about the commutation and pardon process ab www,gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for
information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Atin: Legal AHgirs/Clemency, Sactamenio, LA 85314,

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Ramas. Oscnr aka Heyes Owscowr Ramos =
Name [Last/Flrst/Middie): Name on Prior Application (if different}:

oate ot [ ___ <. 5 e

Cpea Numben: Name of Facility/Prison: California Youth Authority

Mailing Address {if different): .

Home/Cell Phﬁne_ Work Phone: Emaif:_

| previously submitted: {71 Application for Commutation of Sentence
kel Certificate of Rehabilitation
T Application for Pardon

Residence Address:

Did you receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor's Office or the Board of Parole Hearings
regarding your application? Have you been interviewed regarding your application? If yes, please describe:

No

/ ‘ 2/2/19

SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO:
THE OREICE OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL, ATTN: LEGAL AFFAIRS/ULEMENCY, SACRAMENTO, CA 95H14,
DO NOT SUBMIT ARY OTHER DOCUMENTS AT THIS TIME.

Haw 2018
fam-Apgicainn Form Poge 1 of 1
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF:
Oscar Tames ake Oscar Redmor Reyes

Type Applicant’s Full Name - First, Middle, Last and Suffix, if applicable LOS ANGELES SUPERIOR COURT
Oscar WaroS %G O5ca, oy Revos

JUL 102018
Date of Birth: _ Sherri R. Cagter, E8ecutive,Sficer/Clari
A 1o1s9iLs SN 27974

CII Number: Deputy

Certificate Case Number- (A 05 173

B. Perez ¢/

Criminal Case Number(s): { A 015§ 23

CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION

Pursuant to Penal Code Sections 4852.13

The petitioner is presently residing at:

Herelofore filed, praying for a Certificate of Re abilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the
Penal Code of the State of California came on regularly for hearing on 3‘.«!\; o, 293

And proof having been made to the satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as
required by law; and from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that al) allegations of said petition are true,
and that the required period of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner’s date of discharge from custody due to completion of
the term to which the petitioner was sentenced, or upon the release on parole or probationong  un@) 1 1999,

petitioner,

Done in open court this 'Dm day of deW

SCOTT M. GORDON  © -

AP
. ard

Judge of the Superior Court — TYPED or Printed Judge of the Superior Court - SIGNATU}g:‘

LSy
ety ey,
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Sarah Rodriguez

Sarah Rodriguez, a resident of California, has applied for executive
clemency.

On October 21, 2002, 18-year-old Ms. Rodriguez was convicted in the
Superior Court of California, County of Maderaq, of first degree robbery. She was
sentenced to four years in prison. Ms. Rodriguez drove her crime partners to a
location and waited in the car while the crime partners committed a robbery.

Ms. Rodriguez has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence fo seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
January 21, 2014, the Superior Court of California, County of Madera, granted
Ms. Rodriguez a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that she has been
living an upright life. By granting Ms. Rodriguez's petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Ms. Rodriguez be granted a full
pardon.

This act of clemency for Ms. Rodriguez does not minimize or forgive her
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work she has done since
to transform herself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that I, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of her sentence and good
conduct in the community, Ms. Rodriguez merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Ms. Rodriguez a full and unconditional pardon
for the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 1¢¢h day of November 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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Governor Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramento, California 95814
RE-APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION AND PARDON

Complete this form if in the last three years, you submitted a commutation or pardon application to a past administration,
or obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, and wish Governor Newsom to consider your application. Do not submit any
additional documents about your case until requested to do so by the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings.
If you submitted an application to Governor Newsom after January 7, 2019, your application is pending; do not submit
this form. Learn more about the commutation and pardon process at Www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for
information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name &%ﬁ%@dﬁ,‘i 2+ S, Luan

Name on Prior Application (if different):

Date of Birth: Social Security Number:

Name of Facility/Prison: (1 U £1 Stole, 500 for V\)O men

CDCR Number:

Residence Address:

Mailing Address (if different):

| previously submitted: . L1 Application for Commutation of Sentence
B Certificate of Rehabilitation
L] Application for Pardon

Did you receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings
regarding your application? Have you been interviewed regarding your application? If yes, please describe:

Jdust a \erer stoting gt bewuse T nod Submiteed
My Cerhiticate of Rehdbitation with 4 pyior (aovernoy
L Jneeded 10 Send pode A Ke-opplicatnon F0r_ommutanon
gnd Yavrddn « Wb L nie (ot veen \nirerviewed veaarding wid

oPRL LAY 0N J

QU %% Tuly 242020
Applicant Signature Date

SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO:
THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL, ATTN: LEGAL AFFAIRS/CLEMENCY, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814.

ER DOCUMENTS AT THIS TIME.
PONOFSUBRIE ANY OER DOCUMENT 1{3 - QIOQO Executive Report on Clemency New 2010
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INTHE SUPERIOR COURY OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Nicolas Salgado Espinal

Nicolas Salgado Espinal, a resident of Wisconsin and former resident of
California, has applied for executive clemency.

On June 23, 2003, Mr. Salgado Espinal was convicted in the Superior Court
of California, County of Fresno, of possession of a controlled substance for sale.
He was sentenced to 3 years of probation and 39 days in jail.

Mr. Salgado Espinal has submitted to this office a formal application for
executive clemency in the form of a gubernatorial pardon. He has
demonstrated that he is living an upright life and has demonstrated his fitness for
restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. Mr. Salgado Espinal has also
presented evidence that a collateral consequence of his conviction, namely,
his impending deportation and permanent separation from his family and
removal from his community, further justifies this exercise of executive clemency.

This act of clemency for Mr. Salgado Espinal does not minimize or forgive
his conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done
since to transform himself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that I, as Governor of the State of
Cadlifornia, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Salgado Espinal merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Salgado Espinal a full and unconditional
pardon for the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State

A
S
=i
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Governor Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramentao, California 95814

APPLICATION FOR PARDON

Complete this application to request a gubernatorial (governor’s} parden. This application is for a direct pardan; do not complete this
form if you have been granted a Certificate of Rehabilitation. If you have submitted a pardon application in the last three years or if
you have obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, please complete a re-application farm. The Governor's Office and/or the Board of
Parole Hearings may contact you for additional information relating to your application. If the Governor grants you a pardon, some
information from your application will appear in a public report about clemency submitted to the California Legislature each year.
Learn mare about the pardon application praocess at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for information to: Office of the
Governar, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814.

APPLICANT INFORMATION
(Attach additional pages as necessary)

Name (Lasy/rirsymicaiey: SALGADO ESPINAL, Nicolas

Date of Birth:_ Sacial Security Number: _
Residence Address: !

) Same as above

Work Phone: N/A Email: g

1. Conviction Summary {Note: The Governar’s Office will review a complete copy of your criminal history report.}

Mailing Address (if different

Home/Cell Phane

List conviction{s) for which you are requesting a pardon.

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: County of conviction(s): Sentence(s):

H&S Code 11378 06/23/2003 Fresno 39 days - Jall

Probation - 3 years

Were you under 26 years of age at the time of the crime(s) for which you are seeking a pardon? [3YES WNO

List all prior conviction(s) in California, any other state or country, or in federal court:

Crime(s}): Date(s) of conviction: Location of conviction(s): Sentence(s):

Receive stolen property/grand theft  01/18/1991 Hollister, CA unknown

126 - 2020 Executive Report on Clemency
Rev, 2019
Appiication for Gubematorial Pardon, Page 1 of 2



2. Describe the circumstances of your crime(s).

| was caught with anather individual with 2.7 ounces of meth in my car and $817. | have regretted what happened and have worked hard to become

a better father, partner, father, and a productive member of society.

3. Describe how a pardon may impact your life (e.g., immigration conseguences, employment opportunities, impact on family

members, civic participation).

a pardon would carrect a manifest injustice as i was wrongly advised. 1 was advised that pleading guilty to H&S Code 11378 wouid not affect my

immigration status. That was wrong because Immigration and Gustoms Enforcement has placed me in removal
proceedings. | am detained in Minnesota, and my deportation proceedings are pending.
V"\‘]’ e ]"}M&ﬂjmc W1L {L‘ L.’rg WALE Vi [v’)"‘eoﬂ

4. Describe your life since your ¢ COF!VICtiOﬂ (e.g., efforts in self-development, including identifying and addressmg treatment needs;

);e,’{ede_

profess:onai and educational achaevernent any set- backs arrests, and new convictions; insight about past conduct; and futare
goals).

Since my conviction, | have been a person of good moral character. | have not been arrested or

convicted of any crimes in 2003. | have been working hard to provide for my partner and United States citizen children.

My daughter and both have developmental delay. My family has suffered mentally and emotionally since my detention.

5. |f you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist you in preparing this application, you are required by law to list
their name, address, phone number, email address, the nature of your relationship, and amount paid or gift given.

My attorney, Khanh Ngoc Nguyen, has been working onmy immigration case. | have paid him so far $2315 for my defense.

APPLICANT DECLARATION
Complete the following statement after you have served your Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency.

1, Nicolas Salgado Esplnal , declare under penaity of perjury under the Iaws of the State of
= e I ANRRIT T T e e {PrmtApphcant FU” Name} T T TS e e e e 22

California that the information | have provided on this application is true and correct, | further declare that | have served {mailed or

delivered) my notice of intent to apply for clemency on the District Attorney of the County of Fresno
{Name of County ar Counties)

'S ‘olgs ‘S@f&@d@ %7/6/202@

Applicant Signature Date

Submit this com pic«zted 2-page formto the Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA95814.

You may, but are not requlred to, include copies of relevant documents that support your apphcatlon (e.g., certificates of achfevement,

photographs, letters of support, etc.). Do not send original documents, as application documents cannot be returned. Please update

the Governar's Office promptly if your contact information changes. Submit a completed Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency to
the district attorney in the county of your convictions for which you are seeking a pardon.
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Nicole Sands

Nicole Sands, a resident of California, has applied for executive
clemency.

On February 2, 2003, 19-year-old Ms. Sands was convicted in the Superior
Court of California, County of Los Angeles, of possession of a controlled
substance for sale. She was sentenced to three years of probation.

Ms. Sands has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
May 15, 2019, the Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles, granted
Ms. Sands a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that she has been living
an upright life. By granting Ms. Sands a petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Ms. Sands be granted a full
pardon.

This act of clemency for Ms. Sands does not minimize or forgive her
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work she has done since
to transform herself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that I, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of her sentence and good
conduct in the community, Ms. Sands merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of Cdlifornia, do hereby grant to Ms. Sands a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 1Q¢th day of November 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PAPILLA
Secretary of State
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IN THE SUF Il JOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ALIFORNIA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

FILED

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF- - Superior Court of Californin
County of Los Angelpe

MAY 15 2019

ivg Officer/C Lo

NV Coo & My, e s BploS
Type Applicant’s Full Name - First, Middle, Last and Suffix, if applicable

CII Number: ﬁ//é f?éfj

"7
Certificate Case Number: & /20§ //¢

Criminal Case Number(s): G 0S5/ /£ &

Sherri
By

s Deputy

essica Castellanos

CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION

Pursuant to Penal Code Sections 4852.13

The petitioner is presently residing at:

Heretofore filed, praying for a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the;pro isio of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the
Penal Code of the State of California came on regularly for hearingon //Y S/ 5 .
A

And proof having been made to the satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as
required by law; and from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are true,
and that the required period of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner’s date of discharge from cus ody dye to completion of
the term to which the petitioner was sentenced, or upon the release on parole or probation on ¢ 5/ d -

WHEREFORE, It is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, And this court does hereby order, adjudge, and decree the petitioner has
been rehabilitated and is fit to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code Section
0

. 4852.15), and by virtue thereof, this court recommends that the Governor of the State of California grant a full pardon to said
petitioner. '

75~ :
Done in open court this /Lﬁ/ day of ~,2019 i 7 —

SERGIO C. TAPIA Ii ﬂ

~
Ve
Judge of the Superior Court — TYPED or Printed /udge,o’f the SBuperi r/cjlurt - SIGNATURE
ERGIOTC. TAPIA It

R
AL TERRRRRRt
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Somdeng Thongsy

Somdeng Thongsy, a resident of California, has applied for executive
clemency.

On August 6, 1997, Mr. Thongsy was convicted in the Superior Court of
California, County of San Joaquin, of second degree murder and attempted
second degree murder. Mr. Thongsy and his crime partners fought with rival
gang members, and Mr. Thongsy shot at them, killing one victim and injuring two
others. He was sentenced to 27 years and 4 months to life in prison, including
15 years to life for second degree murder, 7 years for attempted murder, and a
sentence enhancement. Mr. Thongsy was 17 years old at the time of the crime.

Mr. Thongsy has submitted to this office a formal application for executive
clemency in the form of a gubernatorial pardon. He has demonstrated that he
is living an upright life and has demonstrated his fithess for restoration of civic
rights and responsibilities. Mr. Thongsy has also presented evidence that a
collateral consequence of his conviction, namely, his impending deportation
and permanent separation from his family and removal from his community,
further justifies this exercise of executive clemency.

This act of clemency for Mr. Thongsy does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by his good conduct in the community,
Mr. Thongsy merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Thongsy a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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Governor Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramento, California 95814

RE-APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION AND PARDON

Complete this form if in the last three years, you submitted a commutation or pardon application to a past administration,
or obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, and wish Governor Newsom to consider your application. Do not submit any
additional documents about your case until requested to do so by the Governor's Office or the Board of Parole Hearings.
If you submitted an application to Governor Newsom after January 7, 2019, your application is pending; do not submit
this form. Learn more about the commutation and pardon process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for
information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814.

APPLICANT iNFORMATION

Name (Last/First/Middle}: Thongsy, Somdeng "Danny" Name on Prior Application {if different):
Date of Birth: _ Social Security Number:_

CDCR Number: _K67283 Name of Facility/Prison: San Quentin State Prison

Resicence adaress: |

Mailing Address (if different):

Home/Cell phone: [ workphone: emait: ||

| previously submitted: [ Application for Commutation of Sentence
[] Certificate of Rehabilitation
= Application for Pardon

Did you receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings
regarding your application? Have you been interviewed regarding your application? If yes, please describe:

My application for a pardon was submitted to Governor Brown's office on October 19, 2018. | did not receive a case
number or any correspondence from Governor Brown's office after filing this application, and | have not been interviewed
regarding my pardon application.

';;-—AQ'L_-Z 04-25-19
A‘p‘ﬁﬁca nt S%atu re = Date

SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO:
THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL, ATTN: LEGAL AFFAIRS/CLEMENCY, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814,

DO NOT SUBMIT ANY OTHER DOCUMENTS AT THIS TIME.

New 2019
Re-Applicaton Form, Page 1 of 1
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Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. * State Capitol ' Sacramento, California 95814
APPLICATION FOR GUBERNATORIAL PARDON
Complete this applica:ion to reque t a pardon from the Governor. A pardon is the forgiveness of a erime. If you are eligible for a
Certificate of Rehabilitation, do not complete this application; instead obt 3in a Certificate of Rehabilitation from the superior
court in your county of residence. {See Penal Code, § 4852.01.) If a pardon Is granted, this application will become a public

record, however specific personal information will be redacted {hidden) aefore it is made available to the public.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name: ___Somdeng Danny Thongsy Date of Birth: ! E-mail Address: __;

1. Conviction Summary:

List all prio* convictions,

including any in other states or cou 1tries. Attac1 additional pages if necessary.

Offense(s}): Date of offense{s): County of conviction(s): Sentence(s):
Penal Code Section 187 October 6, 1996 San Joaguin 15 vyears to life, plus 1 year, 4 month enhacement
Penal Code Section 664/187(a)  October 6, 1996 San Joaquin 7 years, plus 4 year enhancement
2, Briefly describe the circum itances of the crime(s) for which you are equesting a pardon {attach additional pages as
necessary}:
Answer Attached,
3. Explain why rou are requesting a pardon {attach additional pages as nacessary):
Answer Attached.
4. Provide a bri :f statement explaining why you should be granted a pardon (attach additiona! pages if necessary):
Answer Attached.
5. H you have paid any mone ' or given any gift to anyone to assistint e preparation of this application, list their name,

address, and amount paid »r given (required by Penal Code section -807.2):

N/A

Rev. 09/25/2013
Application for Gubernatorial Pardon, Page 1

132 - 2020 Executive Report on Clemency



2. Briefly Describe the circumstances of the crime(s) for which you are requesting a
pardon:

Twenty-two years ago, on October 6, 1996, I fired a gun at rival gang members. That senseless
act, fueled by my inability to cope with my older brother’s death and my misguided desire to fit
in, resulted in the death of Mr. Kham Kounlamit, and injury to Mr. Soulinheth Thatsana and Mr.
Thongmith Oupasong. I was seventeen at the time and, instead of turning myself in, my
cowardice took over and I fled the state. Less than a month later, I came to terms with the
gravity of my conduct, and I returned to California to take responsibility for my actions. I live
with the guilt, shame, and regret for the harm I caused every day.

3. Explain why you are requesting a pardon:

There are two major reasons I am requesting a pardon. First, a pardon would allow me to stay in
the United States with my family. Without a pardon, I face imminent deportation. I was born in
a refugee camp in Thailand after my parents fled Laos, their home country, to escape the political
unrest and wars plaguing the country at the time. I spent the first two years of my life in
Thailand before my family resettled in California. Because of my convictions, the Department
of Homeland Security has determined that [ am deportable, and a pardon is the only thing that
can help assure that I remain here without the fear of deportation. California is where I grew up,
it is where my remaining immediate family lives, and it is the only home I have ever known.

I cannot understate the tremendous impact a pardon will have on my family. A pardon will
allow me to remain with my sister. During my time in prison, my mother and my step-father
both passed away. Although I have extended family members throughout the United States, my
sister is the last immediate family member still in my life. And I am the last immediate family
member in her life as well. I stayed in touch with my sister while I was in prison, and since my
release we have become a regular part of each other’s lives. We are hoping to move in together
next year. She plans to have a major, life-changing surgery next month and losing me again
would devastate her. Having been released from prison, I want to be here for her now.

Second, a pardon will allow me to continue on the positive path that I started while I was in
prison, which has resulted in me becoming an advocate for criminal justice reform and
immigrants’ rights. During my incarceration, I sought every opportunity to better myself. I did
this by continuing my education, surrounding myself with positive influences, and taking self-
help courses that helped me reflect on my upbringing and the role that the traumas caused by the
refugee resettlement process had on my life. This self-reflection allowed me to better empathize
with others, and I trained to be a facilitator for the self-help groups offered in prison. I also
joined a group, Kid Creating Awareness Together, where I was able to advocate for the passage
of legislation that gives juveniles sentenced to lengthy or life sentences an opportunity for parole.
My own experience made me strongly appreciate the power of rehabilitation, and I want to make
sure that others are afforded the same opportunity for positive change.

Because of that, since my release from prison, I immediately continued my advocacy and
community service efforts. As part of my role as the Yuri Kochiyama Fellow at Asian
Americans Advancing Justice — Asian Law Caucus, volunteering with the Asian Prisoners



Support Committee, serving on the advisory board for Prison to Employment Connection,
speaking about my experience at a variety of events, as a Next Generation Fellow (selected by
the Center on Juvenile and Criminal Justice), and, now, working at Oakland Rising, I have been
able to continue advocating for criminal justice reform and immigrants’ rights, and working to
better my community. I believe this same work may subject me to persecution in Laos, and that
I would not be able to continue this work there.

I have devoted and continue to devote my life to advocacy for positive change, and—in addition
to keeping me together with my family—a pardon will allow me to continue this work here.

4. Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a pardon:

Although I will always carry the pain and suffering my actions caused, my experience has taught
me that the mistakes I made do not define who I am. I have changed and, although I cannot
change the past and will forever be indebted to my victims and their families, I can at least try to
make amends through my work. Because of my experience, I feel it is my responsibility to be a
force for good, and if I am granted a pardon I will continue my advocacy and community work
for as long as I can.



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Carlos Vasquez Salazar

Carlos Vasquez Salazar, a resident of California, has applied for executive
clemency.

On December 11, 1990, Mr. Vasquez Salazar was convicted in the Superior
Court of California, County of Sonoma, for the crime of possession of
transporting or selling a controlled substance. He was sentenced to 3 years of
probation and 365 days in jail. He was 21 years old at the time of the crime.

Mr. Vasquez Salazar has complied with the provisions of California Penal
Code sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after
completion of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
December 20, 2018, the Superior Court of California, County of Sonoma,
granted Mr. Vasquez Salazar a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he
has been living an upright life. By granting Mr. Vasquez Salazar's petition for a
Certificate of Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Mr. Vasquez
Salazar be granted a full pardon.

Mr. Vasquez Salazar has presented evidence that a collateral
consequence of his conviction, namely, his impending deportation and
permanent separation from his family and removal from his community, further
justifies this exercise of executive clemency.

This act of clemency for Mr. Vasquez Salazar does not minimize or forgive
his conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done
since to transform himself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that I, as Governor of the State of
Cadlifornia, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Vasquez Salazar merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Vasquez Salazar a full and unconditional
pardon for the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 10th day of November 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF SONOMA

Applicant's County of Residence
In the Matter of the Application of

CARLOS ARTURQ VASQUEZ SALAZAR Court use only
Type Applicant’s Full Name - First Middle Last and Suffix, if applicable

Certificate Number F I L E D

Date of Birth
Month Day, Year
CH Number A09519375 DEC 20 2018
Criminal Case SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
. - NOMA
Number(s) SCR-17667-1 gguuw OF S0 "IT’D—EP!JTY

List applicable Criminal Case Number(s)

my: PESZ21950
CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION

Pursuant to Penal Code Section 4852.13

The petition of CARLOS ARTURO VASQUEZ SALAZAR

, if applicable

, presently residing

at , heretofore filed, praying for

ode

a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code

of the State of California, came on regularly for hearing on this 20th day
Day of the Month

of December, 2018

Month, Year

and proof having been made to the

satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as required by law; and from

satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are true, and that the

required period of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of discharge from custody due to completion of

the term to which the petitioner was seatenced, or upon the release on parole or probation on

December 11, 1993 . that, where appropriate, petitioner has obtained relief
Month Day, Year

pursuant to Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner hias demonsirated by the course of conduct histher
rehabilitation and fitness to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code

Section 4852.15); and that petitioner has been 2 time(s) convicted of a felony;
Total Number of Felany Convictions

WHEREFORE, It Is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, And this court does hereby order, adjudge, and decree
the petitioner has been rehabilitated and is fit to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as
provided in Penal Code Section 4852.13), and by virtue thereof, this court recommends that the Governor of the
State of California grant a full pardon io said petitioner,

Done in open court this 20th day of December, 2018
Day of the Month €, anthy Year
Dana Beernink Simonds ; (/e NG
Judge of said Superior Court - TYPED or PRINTED = Jidge of szid Superior Court - SIGNATURE
FORM 3 019) This form was prepared by the Board of Parole Heanngs pursuant to Penal Code Secton 4852 18
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Martin Vasquez

Martin Vasquez, a resident of California, has applied for executive
clemency.

On February 11, 2004, Mr. Vasquez was convicted in the Superior Court of
Cadlifornia, County of Los Angeles, of possession for sale of a narcotic or
confrolled substance. He was sentenced to 3 years of probation and 180 days
in jail.

Mr. Vasquez has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
December 20, 2018, the Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles,
granted Mr. Vasquez a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has
been living an upright life. By granting Mr. Vasquez's petition for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation, the court has recommended that Mr. Vasquez be granted a full
pardon.

This act of clemency for Mr. Vasquez does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that |, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Vasquez merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Vasquez a full and unconditional pardon
for the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto

_set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 1Q¢h day of November 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PAPILLA
Secretary of State
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IN THE SUIt AOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIF .!IA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

In'the Matter of the Application of

Martin Vasquez

Type Applicant's Full Name - First Middle Last and Suffix, if applicable

Date of Birth _ 1.OS ANGELES SUPERIOR COURT

Cll Number A23301778 DEC 20 2018

Certificate Case Number SA050824 snem R.C er\ﬁe icer/Clerk
U)J;V Deputy
Perez

Criminal Case Number(s) SA050824

CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION

Pursuant to Penal Code Sections 4852.13
The petition of MartirVasquez presently residing at

heretofore filed, praying for a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code of the
State of California, came on regularly for hearingon  December 20, 2018

and proof having been made to the satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as required by law; and
from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are true, and that the required period of
rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of discharae from custodv due to completion of the term to which the petitioner was
sentenced, or upon the release on parole or probation on Granted Probation February 11, 2004

that, where appropriate, petitioner has obtained relief pursuant to Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the
course of conduct his/her rehabilitation and fitness to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship {(except as provided in Penal Code
Section 4852.15); and that petitioner has been 1 time(s) convicted of a Felony,

WHEREFORE, It Is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, And this court does hereby order, adjudge, and decree the petitioner has been
rehabilitated and is fit to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15), and by
virtue thereof, this court recommends that the Governor of the State of California grant a full pardon to said petitioner.

Done in open court this Z{l day of Mzﬁ'ﬂ% Z@éf/ |

Day of the Month Month, Year
(,;c\\\\t“
y’ waoms'
SERGIO C. TAPIA Nl i

Judge of said Superior Court - TYPED or PRINTED o
SIGNATURE

" s@“&"

‘\
i EYYRRIRRNL



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PARDON
Daniel Villotti

Daniel Villotti, a resident of California, has applied for executive
clemency.

On July 26, 1993, Mr. Villotti was convicted in the Superior Court of
California, County of Orange, of possession of a controlled substance. He was
sentenced to 3 years of probation and 180 days in jail.

Mr. Villotti has complied with the provisions of California Penal Code
sections 4852.01 through 4852.22, which provide a procedure after completion
of sentence to seek restoration of civic rights and responsibilities. On
May 31, 2019, the Superior Court of California, County of Orange, granted
Mr. Villotti a Certificate of Rehabilitation on evidence that he has been living an
upright life. By granting Mr. Villotti's petition for a Certificate of Rehabilitation,
the court has recommended that Mr. Villotti be granted a full pardon.

This act of clemency for Mr. Villotti does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

By the laws of this state it is proper that I, as Governor of the State of
California, give testimony that, by completion of his sentence and good
conduct in the community, Mr. Villotti merits this pardon.

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby grant to Mr. Villotti a full and unconditional pardon for
the above case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of California to be affixed
this 104h day of November 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF ORANGE

For Court Use Only

FILED

CENTRAL JUSTICE CENTER

700 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE WEST

POST OFFICE BOX 22024 SUPERé%%STOYU glr: S’FQACS'C-;EORN A
In the Matter of the Application of MAY 3 1 2019

DANIEL BRUCE VILLOTTI
Petitioner's full name — First Middle Last and Suffix, if applicable

—

Cli Number:
Criminal Case Number(s): _C-94533

DAVID H. YAMASAKI, Clerk of the Jourt

'SPNCA LSO,

UTY

CERTIFICATE NUMBER:
M- 17835

, presently residing

CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION
(Penal Code § 4852.13)

The petition of

DANIEL BRUCE VILLOTTI

at , requesting a

Type Applicant’s Street Address, City, State, and ZIP Code

a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code

of the State of California, was heard on

Date

and proof having been made to the satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as
required by law; and from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are true,
and that the required period of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner’s date of discharge from custody due to completion of

the term to which the petitioner was sentenced, or upon the release on parole or probation on

7/26/1993

Month Day, Year

Penal Code section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the course of conduct his/her rehabilitation and fitness to

 that, where appropriate, petitioner has obtained relief pursuant to Penal

exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code section 4852.15); and that the

that petitioner has been one time(s) convicted of a felony;

Total Number of Felony Convictions

The Certificate of Rehabilitation is granted. This Court declares the petitioner has been rehabilitated and is fit to exercise
all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code section 4852.15), and this Court recommends
that the Governor of the State of California grant a full pardon to said a8 moner

owes_57/3/1%

JUDGE ELIZABETH GUERRERO MACIA

Juidicial Officer - TYPED or PRINTED

Judicial Officer - SIGNATURE

This form was prepared under the direction of the Off‘ fce O eAttomey General of the State of California

CERTIFICATE OF REHABILIATION

Optional Use Penal Code §4852.13
Form: L-410.2 [Rev. July 15, 2011]
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Governor Newsom's 2020 Commutation Grants Index

Last Name
Allen
Aradoz
Baker
Banks
Belmontez
Blehm
Bradley
Bryant
Calvin
Cambero
Castaneda
Chen
Cristoball
David
Dean
Diaz
Dixon
Dyer
Eldredge
Figgers
Flowers
Glass
Gray
Harris
Heard
Jacobs
Jassy
Johnson
Johnson
Knox
Lamar
Leach
Ledesma
Lord
Marquez
Martinez
Martinez
McNeal

First Name
Dwayne
Andrew
Kathy
Carl
Isaac
Kristopher
Steven
Jason
Louis
Yesica
Sandra
Yu
Enrique
Casey
Michael
David
Paris
Rosemary
Samuel
Fanon
Richard
Robert
Theodore
James
James
James
David
Dominic
Suzanne
Ed

Shyrl
Patrick
Jose

Tyler
Frank
Duncan
Jose
Rodney

Commutation Date

6/26/2020
6/26/2020
6/26/2020
6/26/2020
6/26/2020
3/27/2020
3/27/2020
3/27/2020
6/26/2020
6/26/2020
11/10/2020
6/26/2020
11/10/2020
11/10/2020
3/27/2020
11/10/2020
6/26/2020
3/27/2020
3/27/2020
3/27/2020
3/27/2020
3/27/2020

9/13/2019 & 3/27/2020

3/27/2020
6/26/2020
11/10/2020
3/27/2020
3/27/2020
3/27/2020
3/27/2020
3/27/2020
11/10/2020
3/27/2020
11/10/2020
6/26/2020
6/26/2020
6/26/2020
3/27/2020
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Murillo Fernando 11/10/2020

Nava Jarad 3/27/2020
Parks Joann 3/27/2020
Pedroza Francis 11/10/2020
Phillips David 6/26/2020
Pierce Cedric 3/27/2020
Pillsbury Jered 6/26/2020
Ponce Richard 6/26/2020
Quiroz Adolfo 6/26/2020
Richardson Ellen 11/10/2020
Roberson Gary 11/10/2020
Rodriguez Ramon 3/27/2020
Roldan Doris 9/13/2019 & 6/15/2020
Ruiz Miguel 6/26/2020
Saeteurn Chan 11/10/2020
Thao Cindy 6/26/2020
Villa Anna 11/10/2020
Wajeel Issa 6/26/2020
Waterbury Thomas 6/26/2020
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE
Kristopher Blehm

In 2006, Kristopher Blehm and his crime partner confronted Kenneth Sosa,
a romantic rival of Mr. Blehm’s crime partner. Mr. Blehm's crime partner shot Mr.
Sosa several times, killing him. On December 3, 2009, the Superior Court of
Cadlifornia, County of Santa Barbara, sentenced Mr. Blehm to 25 years to life for
murder.

Mr. Blehm was 22 years old at the time of the crime. He is now 35 and has
been incarcerated for 12 years. Since entering prison, Mr. Blehm has dedicated
himself to his rehabilitation. Mr. Blehm has maintained a perfect disciplinary
record in prison. He earned his GED and participated in extensive self-help
programming. He has resided in the Progressive Programming Facility. Mr.
Blehm currently participates in New Life K9s, a service dog fraining program. Mr.
Blehm was commended for his work by a correctional lieutenant.

Mr. Blehm's application was reviewed by the Board of Parole Hearings,
which voted at an en banc meeting to recommend a clemency grant. The
Cadlifornia Supreme Court also made a recommendation for a clemency grant,
a process required by the California Constitution for cases in which the
applicant has been convicted of more than one felony.

Mr. Blehm participated in a serious crime that took the life of Mr. Sosa.
Since then, Mr. Blehm has committed himself to his rehabilitation. | have
carefully considered and weighed the evidence of Mr. Blehm's positive conduct
in prison, the fact that he was a youthful offender, and his good prospects for
successful community reentry. | concluded that Mr. Blehm is ready to be
released on parole.

This act of clemency for Mr. Blehm does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

L

/]

£
]
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THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby commute the sentence of Kristopher Blehm to release
him on parole.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and

caused the Great Seal of the State
of Cdlifornia to be affixed this 27th
day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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%L A /’ /
Governor Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramento, California 95?14/

L,,‘_ Y.
RE-APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION AND PARDON ——_—m—— e ‘

—
= e

Complete this form if in the last three years, you submitted a commutation or pardon application to a past administration,
or obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, and wish Governor Newsom to consider your application. Do not submit any
additional documents about your case until requested to do so by the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings.
If you submitted an application to Governor Newsom after January 7, 2019, your application is pending; do not submit
this form. Learn more about the commutation and pardon process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for
information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name (Last/First/Middle): 60@1,1”1, Kr\": ; M;ch ael _Name on Prior Application (if different):

pate of aith: [ 22+ social security Number: [ R

CDCR Number: A %75 2 9 Name of Facility/Prison: e West Fa c/mz /y

Residence Address: (> 28-14| ?)%,x Bloz San Luis c“b,‘;/p;a (A 93905

Mailing Address (if different):

Home/Cell Phone: Work Phone: Email:

| previously submitted: X[ Application for Commutation of Sentence
[ Certificate of Rehabilitation
[ Application for Pardon

Did you receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings
regarding your application? Have you been interviewed regarding your application? If yes, please describe:

T uxs mkc(v\euoeq Qm_h Z.OLLlo} ILW(_A'{’QA__N\:)O/\ Tt was less than = BuMm u+e b viced
= pY X | e oo 0 k\ woisd L g i B —@ X DOy b 8 ALV 74
v. Do el e Afo) Clavoups o Cerdilicates ﬂma/ I Aéuc,
love. Haak. T gun unaweve A e (Cuse N e The anly Cocresponanct T hgue

yecesed &f{_‘)‘/v\ Mae Aouennc’s jnce, IS ‘H) Q\\,\ OUx XS &c:.rvv\ \g T W\B’\ Wy app\icah‘m fo>
S\ be Y‘C\)\CV"C(((' T

e /
== 5/5 /201

A{ licant Slgnature Date

SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO:
THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL, ATTN: LEGAL AFFAIRS/CLEMENCY, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814,

DO NOT SUBMIT ANY OTHER DOCUMENTS AT THIS TIME.
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Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. - State Capitol - Sacramento, California 95814

APPLICATION FOR
COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE

Complete this application to request a commutation of sentence from the Governor. A commutation is a reduction or elimination
of a sentence. If granted, this application will become a public record, however specific personal information will be redacted
(hidden) before it is made available to the public.

APPLICANT INFORMATION
Name: Kristopher Blehm Date of Birth: 984  Inmate ID: AB9529
Address: P.O. Box 8103, San Luis Obispo, CA 93409 Facility: CMC West Facility G28-13

1. Conviction Summary:

List all prior convictions, including any in other states or countries. Attach additional pages if necessary.
Offense(s): Date of offense(s): County of conviction(s): Sentence(s):
Please see attached

2. Briefly describe the circumstances of the crime(s) for which you are requesting a commutation (attach additional

pages as necessary):
On November 27th 2006, Joe Gastelum and | were in his car, following his wife Lisa to the carwash. As we drove, we came across Kenny

Sosa parked in his car. Joe parked next to him, got out of the car and shot Kenny Sosa with the gun | had given him. After we drove away,

| took the gun from him and offered to dispose of it.

3. Explain why you are requesting a commutation (attach additional pages as necessary):

First and foremost, | know there is nothing that can undo the injury imposed upon the Sosa family, and for that | am deeply sorry. | am
requesting a commutation of my sentence because despite my past, it is my desire to use the rest of my life to help protect, heal, and bring
good to other people’s lives. | would like to join the military or become a firefighter so that | can serve my country and community. | would
also like to spend time with and raise my children as soon as possible; I've lost several years with them and desperately (cont'd on attached)

4. Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a commutation (attach additional pages if necessary):
1 am not the same person | was when | first came to prison almost ten years ago. While incarcerated, | became a Christian and have been

living my life as a man of God. This life change has motivated me to preach and teach on the yards, sharing what | have learned with
other inmates. | have no disciplinary actions against me and have maintained good behavior throughout my entire time in prison. (cont'd)

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist in the preparation of this application, list their name,
address, and amount paid or given (required by Penal Code section 4807.2):

Rev. 09/25/2013
Application for Commutation of Sentence, Page 1
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STATEMENT OF NOTICE TO DISTRICT ATTORNEY AND DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY

This application may be submitted to the Board of Parole Hearings for investigation and recommendation pursuant to Penal
Code section 4812. This application may also be submitted to law enforcement or other agencies for investigation or recommendation.

Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805 require that you give the District Attorney in the county of conviction written notice of your
intention to apply for a commutation. You must complete the Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency (attached) and mail it to

the District Attorney before submitting this application to the Governor’s Office.

/ Kristopher Blehm

(Print Full Name)
have served the District Attorney of the County of __ Santa Barbara with notice of my intent to apply for a
(Name of County*)

, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that |

commutation.

I further declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information | have provided on this
application is true and correct. | understand that any omission or misstatement of facts may result in the denial of the application and

the filing of perjury charges against me.

7//*’4/6/ 2/ 10 /17
/ Applicant’s Signature Date

*If Applicable, List Additional Counties Here (Send Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency to All Counties Listed)

Rev. 09/25/2013
Application for Commutation of Sentence, Page 2
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NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR EXECUTIVE CLEIVIENCY

To the District Attorney of __Santa Barbara County: Please take notice that 1, __ Kristopher Blehm ,

was convicted of the crime of Murder

committed in _ Santa Barbara County, California, on the date of _07/31/2009

I will submit this application to the Governor of the State of California.

Z/ ‘ = 12 / /(;7/ 20/ 7

Appl:cant’ s Signature Date

DISTRICT ATTORNEY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

This section to be completed by the District Attorney only

1, ’jDklj Ca é (:3. AK:} , District Attorney of the County of &NJR 6;4 1’)& {C—

do hereby acknowledge receipt of notice from K i S b\\ 3, L\u’- B! €/L’\ A

that he/she intends to apply to the Governor of the State of California for a commutation of sentence.

Signe ( ) m\
e ]

District Attorney: Please Return this Notice to the Governor’s Office, Attn: Legal Affairs, State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814.

Rev. 09/25/2013
Notice of Intention to Apply for Commutation of Sentence
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Application for Commutation of Sentence (continued)
Question 1. Conviction Summary

Offense(s): Date of offense(s): County of conviction(s): | Sentence(s):

187 Murder 07/31/2009 Santa Barbara County | 25 Years to Life

12316(b)(1) 07/31/2009 Santa Barbara County | 16 months-run
concurrently

32 Accessory after the fact 07/31/2009 Santa Barbara County | 2 years-run concurrently

11378H&S Possession ofa | 03/08/2007 Santa Barbara County | 5 years (30 days served,

controlled substance for sale remainder suspended)

647(f)PC Public intoxication | 01/14/2004 Santa Barbara County | $200 fine

626.10 Bringing or 07/09/1999 Los Angeles County 90 days juvenile camp

possessing weapons on

school grounds

Question 3. Explain why you are requesting a commutation (continued from application)

... want the opportunity to be a better father and example to them.

Question 4. Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a

commutation (continued from application)

| consistently enroll in classes and workshops that give me the tools to be a better man, father,
brother and son. In addition to completing college courses and taking positive parenting
workshops, I've been a dog trainer with Paws for Life (at Lancaster) and New Life K9s (here at
CMC) since 2015. | have a strong family that will help support me in successfully transitioning
out of prison life and help me get back to becoming the productive member of society that |
know | can be. | humbly ask for leniency and completely appreciate your consideration for
commutation.
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE
Steven Bradley

In 1987, Steven Bradley killed Claude Baker, a gas station employee,
during a robbery. On September 12, 1988, the Superior Court of California,
County of Kern, sentenced Mr. Bradley to life without the possibility of parole for
murder with a two-year sentence enhancement.

Mr. Bradley was 24 years old at the time of the crime and is now 56. He
has been incarcerated for 32 years. Mr. Bradley has expressed sincere remorse
for his crime.

While serving a sentence without hope of release from prison, Mr. Bradley
devoted himself to his rehabilitation. He has participated in self-help
programming and completed vocational training. Mr. Bradley has been
commended by prison staff for his good work ethic and diligence. According to
the investigation conducted by the Board of Parole Hearings, various institutional
staff described Mr. Bradley as respectful, tfrustworthy, and a hard worker who
requires little supervision. A correctional officer who supervised Mr. Bradley
wrote, “[H]e has shown great integrity and displays a high degree of
competence, dependability, and trustworthiness.” The officer commended him
for his *helpful demeanor as he continues to be a positive influence on those
around him." Other work supervisors have described Mr. Bradley as a trusted,
willing, and able worker, who leads by example.

Mr. Bradley committed a serious crime that ended the life of Mr. Baker.
Over the last three decades, Mr. Bradley has dedicated himself to his
rehabilitation and becoming a productive citizen. | have carefully considered
and weighed the evidence of Mr. Bradley'’s positive conduct in prison, the fact
that he was a youthful offender, and his good prospects for successful
community reentry. | have concluded that Mr. Bradley merits an opportunity to
make his case to the Board of Parole Hearings so it can determine whether he is
suitable for parole.

This act of clemency for Mr. Bradley does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.
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THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by

virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of Cdlifornia, do hereby commute the sentence of Steven Bradley to 32 years to

life.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and

caused the Great Seal of the State
of Cdlifornia to be affixed this 27th
day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of Cdlifornia

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State

e
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s i ! . : = ~ 1q“ { r
P N - NOV 07 2016
Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. - State Capitol - Sacramento, CA 95814 ©CVERNORS OFFicE

LEGALAFFAIRS

/

APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE

Complete this application to request a commutation of sentence from the Governor. A commutation is a reduction or elimination of
a sentence. If granted, this application will become a public record, however specific personal information will be redacted
(hidden) before it is made available to the public.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name: //:'MQC{[(&{ ,2 t euen ~ Date of Birth: -éi_ Inmate ID: 0 - ?é_s 3‘71“

address: 0. hox 3UY7( (orcoran , Ca- 932/2  rciy € SP- (orworan

1. Conviction Summary:

List all prior.convictions, including in any other states or countries. Attach additional pages as necessary.
Offense(s). Date of offense(s): County of Conviction(s): Sentences(s):

l&f&/@ﬁﬁlﬂwc/tL_‘Z:] $7  Kernt  LwoP.

2. Briefly describe the circumstances of the crime(s) for which you are requesting a commutation (attach additional
pages as necessary)

Wwhle W\du the !/\P/ucﬂfj;df Coccunt. and Hed vl Z
m?b{’ white Lane Shet! s Station 1y Bekusiele] cined
cmc//<////c/ FAE A/zzz/cm/_u, oting. Mf/éilauo/c_duz/q s

3. Explain why you are requesting a commutation attach;cy.tnonal pages as necessary
30 years 13 lang Fiml anel I ag- j e havl C o
) Wit1. 7 mo ST cle fF nam‘ ua’efsfcm ecroeS Natue

2
Of my (i, ana 7‘/@ /da// Chance #o
be o /a/fza/ac ol U Son Dutside a/m/ﬂa ' amendS /u_fﬁ Jubht

4. Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a commutation (ajtach addmonal pages as necessary):

va /mw! beerr hett almdst 30 e Nat {a/ztz 2ty
Fhin /wtu /{JZ{S dr- it 7. /f//ﬂfg;’m [/Jﬁé while 7~ havt c/

a,,,p%j/f ( ﬂd_w_/lZMé &)_ﬂé /éfdfliym‘ﬁj ﬁﬂj/é‘éﬁfﬁ Jl[h(/ﬂ//ﬂafy
f & with an 15//[;4)/1444/11/2 é/if(!f%

If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist in the preparation of this application, list the name,
address, and amount paid or given (required by penal code section 4807.2):

Ao | B
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STATEMENT OF NOTICE TO DISTRICT ATTORNEY AND

DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY

This application may be submitted to the Board of Parole Hearings for investigation and recommendation pursuant to Penal
Code section 4812, This application may also be submitted to law enforcement or other -agencies for investigation or
recommendation.

Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805 require that you give the District Attorney in the county of conviction written notice of
your intention to apply for a commutation. You must complete the Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency (attached) and
mail it to the District Attorney before submitting this application to the Governor's Office

b ffi/[l/l /?) /‘6{///// , declare under penalty of perjury under the lows of the State of

iPrint rull Name)

California that | have served the District Artomey of //\é[/]

(Name of County*}

with notice of my intent to
apply for a commutation.

| further declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information | have
provided on this application is true and correct. | understand that any omission or misstatement of facts may result in the

denial of the application and the filing of perjury charges against me.

Aﬁz //sm/// V4 /=53 -/&

Appllcant s Slgnature\ Date

* If applicable, list additional counties here (send Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency to all COUﬂtIES hsted)
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NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY

This notice is required by Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805.

To the District Attorney of K{’ A County:
Please take notice that | f)‘f/(/é’ﬂ /2) L C//{’\—y , was convicted of the crime
- 4
of /st A 000 Mrd el ,committed in |40 p _ County,
California on the date of i/’ 7’ 5 7 . I will submit this application to the Governor of

the State of California.

A B, ey Jo-31/{

Applicant’s Slgnature Date

DISTRICT ATTORNEY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

This section to be completed by the District Attorney only.

;ﬂ'?AYek /Cl/%/y( , g{s&t):i(c/tcAt{;{zZof the County of #@é,(/

do hereby acknowledge receipt of notice from 5{‘@(}&(/ &’4/[“3;/ , that he/she

intends to apply to the Governor of the State of California for a commutation of sentence.

SlgneW

Date ///6,// 6

District Attorney: Please return this notice to the Governor’s Office, Attn: Legal Affairs, State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814

155 - gOQO Execu’rlve ReT-por’r on CIé‘Mé)r?c? 2013

of Inter far Commutation of Santence



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE
Jason Bryant

In 1999, Jason Bryant and his crime partners committed several armed
robberies that culminated in the shooting death of the victim, Vincent
Fontecchio. Mr. Bryant was not the shooter. On Apiril 18, 2000, the Superior
Court of Cadlifornia, County of Shasta, sentenced Mr. Bryant to 26 years to life for
murder with a sentence enhancement.

Mr. Bryant was 20 years old at the time of the crime and is now 40. He has
been incarcerated for 20 years. While incarcerated, Mr. Bryant has dedicated
himself to his rehabilitation. Mr. Bryant has earned a master's degree, two
bachelor’'s degrees, an associate degree, a paralegal certificate, and has
become a certified alcohol and drug counselor. He has participated in
extensive self-help programming.

A warden recommended Mr. Bryant for a commutation. Mr. Bryant's
rehabilitation efforts also have been recognized by numerous prison staff. Two
correctional educators praised Mr. Bryant for his commitment to programming.
One educator wrote, “Mr. Bryant's personal commitment to building a better
community inside and outside of the walls is obvious and pervasive in his life.” A
self-help facilitator commended Mr. Bryant for his work as a mentor in anger
management and criminal thinking classes. Another self-help facilitator
commended Mr. Bryant on his commitment to a leadership program, noting
that "he has become one of my most reliable and effective inmate trainees and
supports me regularly as an inmate co-facilitator.” Additionally, numerous
correctional officers, an academic instructor, and an office technician praised
Mr. Bryant for his positive attitude, work ethic, and ability to work well with staff
and inmates.

Mr. Bryant committed a series of serious crimes, including the one that
took the life of Mr. Fontecchio. Since then, Mr. Bryant has worked to transform
himself into a law-abiding and productive citizen. | have carefully considered
and weighed the evidence of Mr. Bryant's positive conduct in prison, the fact
that he was a youthful offender, and his good prospects for successful
community reentry. | have concluded that Mr. Bryant is ready to be released on
parole.

This act of clemency for Mr. Bryant does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

oo,
oo o
QU
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THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of Cdlifornia, do hereby commute the sentence of Jason Bryant to release him
on parole.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and

caused the Great Seal of the State
of Cadlifornia to be affixed this 27th
day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

0., 000

ALEX PAPILLA
Secretary of State
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Governor Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramento, California 95814

'RE-APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION AND PARDON

- Completethis formifinthelastthreeyears, you submitted a commutatlon or pardon application to a past admlmstrat:on
or obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, and wish Governor Newsom to consider your application. Do not submit any
additional documents about your case until requested to do so by the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings.
- If you submitted an application to Governor Newsom after January 7, 2019, your application is pending; do not submit
this form. Learn more about the commutation and pardon process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for
information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name (Last/First/Middle): Bryant, Jason, R Name on Prior Application (if different):

CDCR Number: P~ /5550 Name of Fa'(filitY/Prison sz“i“¥*{,tl€3ﬁ@3 F‘L @h@“’iq %@%{,,3&., ity

| Res|dence Address ?%”“3%63?& p& Qw EQR @@93 ﬁ@l@iﬁﬁd$ C 3§ f} |
Mailing Address (if different): L - | B
Home/Cell Phone: _{Wi Le MWork Phone: 4_ Email:
| previously submitted: -~~~ ] Application for Commutation of Sentence
L] Certificate of Rehabilitation
1 Application for Pardon

Did you receive ‘a case number-or any correspondence from the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings

"'“"regardmg your appiicatlon? Have you been interviewed regarding your apphcation? it YES, please descnbe

1 ﬁid ﬂ@t receive ﬂmy @Q£?@&§wﬁ@&ﬁ$@ from the Governor's Office

Date

icant§ignature

SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TQO:
THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL, ATTN: LEGAL AFFA!RS/CLEMENCY SACRAMENTO, CA 55814,
DO NOT SUBMIT ANY OTHER DOCUMENTS AT THIS TIME.

| ew 2015
Re-Application For wge 1 of 1
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Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. - State Capitol - Sacramento, California 95814

APPLICATION FOR
COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE

Complete this application to request a commutation of sentence from the Governor. A commutation is a reduction or eliminaticn
of a sentence. If granted, this application will become a public record, however specific personal information will be redacted

(hidden) before it is made available to the public.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name: Jason Rinaldo Bryant Date of Birth:.79 Inmate ID: P~ 753550
Address: P.O. ROX 689/ SOledad , CA 93960 FaC||ity: CTF—-Central FVJ—-306U
1. Conviction Summary:

List all prior convictions, including any in other states or countries. Attach additibnal pages if necessary.

Offense(s): Date of offense(s): County of conviction(s): Sentence(s):
187(2) lst Degree Murder  12/03/9¢ Shasta 25 years—to~life
12022(2») Armed w/Firearm  12/03/99 Shasta 1 year
(please see attached)
2. Briefly describe the circumstances of the crime(s) for which you are requesting a commutation (attach additional

pages as necessary):

N/

On Noverber 2&, 29, anc Decenmber 3 of 1999 I participated with two codefendants in one

burglary and tnree home invasions. During an attempted robbery on 12/03/92, Mr. Vincent

T. Fontecchic was murdered. I was charged with Felony Murder as a non—-shooter.

3. Explain why you are requesting a commutation {attach additional pages as necessary):

T am respectfully reguesting a commutation of sentence for the following two reasons:

1) for 18% years I have intently focused on my rehabilitation and, as a result, I no

longer pose a threat to public safety, and 2) while T have thoughtfully identified the

poor choices I made that led to my involvement in these crimes, there are several (see att.)

4, Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a commutation (attach additional pages if necessary):
Over the course cf iy incarceration I have worked very hard to rehabilitate myself

through higher education and relevant self-help programming. In terms of my educational

progress, I have earned a Bachelor of Arts 1n business administration from (see att.)

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist in the preparation of this application, list their name,
address, and amount paid or given {required by Penal Code section 4807.2):

Not Applicable

Rev. 09/25/2(013
Application for Commutation of Sentence, Page 1
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APPLICATION FOR
COMMUT2ATION OF SENTENCE
(Continued)

APPLICANT INPORMATION

Name: Jason Rinaldo Bryant Date of BRirth: -/79 Inmate ID: P-7/5550
Address: P.0O. Rox 682, Scoledad CA, 23260 Facility: CTF - Central

1. Conviction Summary(cont.)
List all prior convictions, including any 1n other states or countries.

Offense Date County Sentence

(4) 212.5(A) Attempted Robbery 12/02/99 Shasta concurrent
(1) 597(2) Cruelty to Animals 12/03/99 Shasta concurrent
(8) 212.5(na) lst Degree Robbery 11/29/99 Shasta concurrent
(1) 45% 1lst Degree PRurglary 11/28/¢9 Shasta concurrent

3. Explain why you are requesting a commutation(cont.)

mitigating factors regarding my degree of culpability in the murder of Mr. Vincent T.
FFontecchio.

1) Since my 1ncarceration in 1292, I have spent countless hours identifying the contributing
factors (i e my isolation at home growing up and my ethnic difference from other children
at school), the causative factors (e.g. ways I thought about myself and the surrounding
environment that guided my choices), and the distorted thinking patterns (i.e. my intrigue
with violence and reckless behavior that I used to gain approval),; which ultimately resulted
1n my criminal behavior. Ralsed in a household where both of my parents held full-time jobs,
T decided at a young age that the violent characters depicted on television and movies
represented how a man was supposed to behave. So when faced with conflict, I would employ
aggressive and impulsive behaviors in an attempt to appear "tough" or "cool." This distorted
perception and dangerous attitude progressed throughout my adolescence and teenage years as
I actively sought people who seemed to possess the "tough guy” attributes I desired. Sadly,
T continued this pattern of choosing aggressively criminal assocliates up until the series o:
crimes I committed in 1999. |

1)

These 1nsights have been intensified by my sober recognition of, and ongoing sorrow for, the
devastation that I imposed upon my victims and the community. While I cannot express the sum
of my remorse in mere words, I have come to grasp the magnitude of my crimes. I am deeply
remorseful for the palin and suffering I caused my victims, their families, first responders,
members of the judicial process, and the community members of Shasta County. My sober
comprehension of the impact of my crimes has inspired a personal commitment to live in

amenas by being of service to others.

With the exception of one non-viclent rules violation for a selfish and impulsive decision
to possess a cell phone in 2008, I have remained free from violence for my entire term of
incarceration. Since that rule i1nfraction, I have participated in, co—-facilitated, and

helped to develop an abundance of rehabilitative programs as an expression of my contrition
and dedication to change. These programs, combined with my efforts in formal education, have
helped me to address my criminogenic factors ana prompted my transition into becoming a
principled human being.

Page 2
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APPLICATION FOR
COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE
(Continued)

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name: Jason Rinaldo Bryant  Date of Birth: -79 Tnmate ID: P-75550
Address: P.0O. Rox 689, Soledad CA, 93960 Facility: CTF - Central

2) I was a 20-year—-old first time offender when I committed these crimes. By that period of
my life I had already developed a distorted perception of masculinity and struggled with
resisting impulse and peer pressure. Since my 1ncarceration, however, I have examined and

corrected those unhealthy perceptions through diligent work. Combining focused effort with a

strong and healthy support network I have considerably developed in maturity and
“responsibility over the last 18% years. Moreover, while the circumstances regarding my
mitigated culpability in the actual homicide of Mr. Fontecchio are documented in police and
probation reports, I ask that you please look upon the support letter submitted by retired
Deputy Chief Probation Officer of Shasta County, Mr. Louls J. R1zzoO.

In sum; I humbly present that based on my concentrated efforts to rehabilitate myself over
the last 18% years and my mitigating factors concerning the murder of Mr. Fontecchio, I do
not pose a threat to public safety.

4. Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a commutation.(cont.)

Adams State University, a Master of Arts 1n philosophy from California State University
Dominguez Hills, and I am on schedule to earn a Master of Science in psychology from
California Coast Univergity by the end of 2018. I have also earned an advanced certification
as an Alcohol and Other Drug Counselor and have been awarded a certificate of Senatorial
Recognition from Sacramento Mayor Darrell Steinberg for completing the California
Assoclation of Addiction Recovery Specialist Program. In addition to this, several
correctional staff, work supervisors, and group sponsors have submitted laudatory chronos
and letters of recognition expressing that I have carried myself in an honest, helpful, and
upright manner while exhibiting good moral character.

Outside of my considerable amount of educational work and development of character, I have
also contributed to the production of notable programs that serve inmate's rehabilitative
efforts and the local community such as: Inside Solutions Alcohol and Other Drug Counseling
Program, Phoenix Alliance self-help programs, and the "We Care" youth deterrent program.
Moreover, I have aided 1in the development of collaborative restorative justice programs with
non-profit organizations in the community, including: the Palma School "Men Ruilt for
Others" scholarship, Hartnell Community College "Leadership for Life" program and Ethnic
Studies scholarship, and the Crop Organization's Alcohol and Other Drug Internship program.
rndministrators of these organizations have expressed support for my eventual release and
enthusiasm about the prospect of my contributions as a free person.

These outward achievements and acknowledgments pale, however, in comparisson to the inward
change that I have undergone as a repentant person who 1s authentically dedicated to add
value to the world. I hope that you find my self-help/rehabilitative efforts, academic, and
vocational accomplishments combined with my collaborative work with students, schools, and
non-profit organizations within the community indicative of my commitment to live as a
responsible, productive, and contributing member of soclety. I am beyond grateful for your
consideration of my request and T vow to live in service of my community while doing my best
to continually grow 1n virtue.

Page 3
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE
Michael Dean

In 2001, Michael Dean committed a string of armed robberies. No one
was injured during the crimes. On June 12, 2002, the Superior Court of California,
County of Los Angeles, sentenced Mr. Dean to 11 years for multiple counts of
robbery plus 30 years of sentence enhancements, a total prison term of 41 years.

Mr. Dean is now 50 years old and has been incarcerated for 18 years. Mr.
Dean wrote in his application for clemency, "I truly understand as to why | had
to be removed from society, with the choices and dangerous lifestyle that | was
living; | truly believe that prison was the right thing, saved my life and regretfully
saying, possibly the [lives] of others. | take 100% responsibility on who | was, who |
am now and who | can be in society.”

While incarcerated, Mr. Dean has demonstrated a strong commitment to
his rehabilitation and has maintained an excellent disciplinary record. Mr. Dean
has completed extensive vocational training, participated in self-help
programming, and received exceptional work ratings from his supervisors. A
supervisor commended Mr. Dean for his strong work ethic, writing, "Mr. Dean
takes initiative and is always ready to help out anyone that needs help. His
leadership qualities are evident, and he's focused and dedicated to the task at
hand. If given the chance he will succeed anywhere he goes.”

Mr. Dean committed serious crimes. Since then, he has dedicated himself
to his rehabilitation and becoming a productive citizen. | have carefully
considered and weighed the evidence of Mr. Dean's positive conduct in prison
and his good prospects for successful community reentry. | have concluded
that Mr. Dean merits an opportunity to make his case to the Board of Parole
Hearings so it can determine whether he is suitable for parole.

This act of clemency for Mr. Dean does not minimize or forgive his

conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.
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THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of Cadlifornia, do hereby commute the sentence of Michael Dean to make him
eligible forimmediate parole consideration and release upon a grant of parole
subject to all applicable review periods.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and
caused the Great Seal of the State
of Cadlifornia to be affixed this 27th
day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of Cdlifornia

ATTEST:

00, \ 000

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State

163 - 2020 Executive Report on Clemency




Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. - State Capitol - Sacramento, California 95814
APPLICATION FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY

Complete this application to request a pardon or commutation from the Governor. A pardon is the forgiveness of a crime and a
commutation is a reduction or elimination of a sentence. If you are eligible for a Certificate of Rehabilitation, do not complete
this application; instead obtain a Certificate of Rehabilitation from the superior court in your county of residence. (See Penal
Code, §4852.01.) If a pardon is granted, this application will become a public record, however specific personal information
will be redacted (hidden) before it is made available to the public.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name: MictHace €Enzt  Deégy Date of Birth: -/_70 Social Security Number: _

CORRec77ON A ¢ T A In N~ Facis7 ¥V
Address: 7T-60540 GCW-Z/guvr Fo. Box E59 ) CoL CLApD CA 7396 O 0EXD
1. Conviction Summary:

List all prior convictions, including any in other states or countries, Attach additional pages if necessary.

Offense(s): Date of offense(s): County of conviction(s): ‘ Sentence(s):

POSSEssion oF MAIL MATEK g S//"; 95 SAN DICsp S YRS  PRopa7von
I3 Usc 17069 /

2. Briefly describe the circumstances of the crime(s) for which you are requesting a pardon or commutation (attach additional
pages as necessary):

S€EE AnVSwen PA&c
3. Explain why you are requesting a pardon or commutation (attach additional pages as necessary):
5(( /j\/\/'_(,)p\/(',(' VO/!/; E
4, Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a pardon or commutation (attach additional pages if
necessary):
Se P A MSwek =y
5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist in the preparation of this application, list their name,

address, and amount paid or given (required by Penal Code section 4807.2):

/s
/

Rev. 08/01/13
Application for Executive Clemency, Page 1
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(M 3981-19

NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY

This notice is required by Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805.

To the District Attorney of -0 AnGcucs County: Please take notice that 1, _/ //( /11¢ EARL ,

Q . /7 VN e ree P N RRc4 ( 21) ) £ IR B & f{“ "\~ 2 )

was convicted of the crimeof & Cour/7s A YETREE RODEEA Al ) FiIRe ARy (1 2A044,53{5))
S /GELES . . N 1~ 2007
committedin _L0° A< County, California, on the dateof _ O& = /)~ 00

I will submit this application to the Governor of the State of California for the following type of executive clemency (check one):

o Pardon

RECEIVED

b/ Commutation of sentence. /nmate Number: 7- é o S‘/ O .

GOVERNOR'S OFFiICE

] - y B LEGAL AFFAIRS
I AS € Do 0] / 3/ Qoig
/

Applicant’s Signature Ddte

DISTRICT ATTORNEY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

This section to be completed by the District Attorney only.

l, I ‘L{‘ M M)I—b’ﬂ{l iH: , District Attorney of the County of LOS %‘/Qb ,

do hereby acknowledge receipt of notice froru/l{ LM fﬂ»(/(.. W

that he/she intends to apply to the Governor of the State of California for a pardon or a commutation of sentence.

Signed 4 M U A UW/
(€ —5
Date 3,// 2 2// A ¢

District Attorney: Please Return this Notice to the Governor’s Office, Attn: Legal Affairs, State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814.

Rev. 08/01/13
Notice of Intention to Apply for Executive Clemency
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STATEMENT OF NOTICE TO DISTRICT ATTORNEY AND DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY

This application may be submitted to the Board of Parole Hearings for investigation and recommendation pursuant to Penal
Code section 4812. This application may also be submitted to law enforcement or other agencies for investigation or recommendation.

Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805 require that you give the District Attorney in the county of conviction written notice of your
intention to apply for a pardon or commutation. You must complete the Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency (attached) and
mail it to the District Attorney before submitting this application to the Governor’s Office. If you are requesting a pardon for more than
one conviction involving more than one county, each District Attorney must be given notice.

, Michace €ARL  [Dean . declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that |

(Print Full Name)

have served the District Attorney of the County of L.0S A pcer € with notice of my intent to apply for a pardon or
{Name of County*)

commutation.
I further declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information I have provided on this
application is true and correct. | understand that any omission or misstatement of facts may result in the denial of the application and

the filing of perjury charges against me.

JZ/L(/W/ £ D)o O//’j/ 2017

Applicant’s Signature " Date

*If Applicable, List Additional Counties Here (Send Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency to All Counties Listed)

Rev. 08/01/13
Application for Executive Clemency, Page 2
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APPLICATION FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY

“Continued”

Question # 2

2. In early 2001, I was told by the child support agency that my child support
payments are going to be increased at the request of my son’s mother. Already
faithfully paying child support for two kids and my pleas to the child support
agency falling to deaf ears, in regards to my own total coast of living expenses. At
the time my financial pressures, fears and worries on how I would survive myself
overwhelmingly began to consume me, which lead me to do the unthinkable. I
committed a robbery in which lead to a robbing spree. On June 6, 2002; I was
sentenced to 41 years for a robbery spree that occurred throughout the Los Angeles
County area. 8 counts 2™ Degree Robbery 211, with use of a Firearm 12022.53 (B)
Case #NA049867. 11 years total for the robberies and 30 years, 4 months total in
gun enhancements. Please Note: The gun was never discharged, no physical acts of
violence or verbal threats of violence occurred. Yes, I do understand that the gun in
itself is psychologically threatening, but I can only ask that you consider the fact
that there was no physical acts of verbal threats of violence occurred in any count.

Question # 3

1.) On October 11, 2017, SB-620 was signed into law (Firearm Enhancement
Crimes), which gives judges discretion over whether to use gun enhancement,
instead of the old mandatory gun enhancement law. Unfortunately SB-620 is not
retroactive and does not apply to me. 2.) I am not a lifer therefore I will never have
the “privilege” to go to the board and fight for early freedom. 3.) There were errors
in my sentencing but because of the Anti Terrorism Law and the errors where not
discovered until well pass the 1 year to file dead line. I am unable to go through the
courts successfully.

I am slated to do 36 years of the 41 year sentence, with 17 years remaining on my
sentence. The time off that I get through milestones are minimal compared to my
time remaining. I am not asking for a pardon, because I am guilty of all crimes that
I am charged with and take full accountability of my past actions, but only asking
the Governor for a commutation of parts of, if not at all remaining enhancements.
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Because all enhancements together are about 3x’s greater than the total of the
actual crimes.

Question # 4

In the fall of September 1988, I enlisted into the United States Marine Corps
through September 1992. Not only did I serve my country receiving an Honorable
Discharge, I fought in actual combat (Desert Storm).

I am a first term inmate, non gang member, non sex offense, non escape, non
arson, with no juvenile history, no prior history of acts violence, no acts of physical
or verbal threats of violence while committing robberies, nor any acts of violence
while incarcerated, with only (1) Rules Violation Report (RVR), possession of a
cell phone in the 16 years incarcerated.

At the age of 48 years, the level of growth and maturity I've gain over the years,
compared to the controlling and irrational thinking person that I was has change.
Through an ongoing and continuous evaluation of self through various that
specifically address anger issues, irrational thoughts and the understanding that
everyday life involves unforeseen circumstances and how to deal with them.
Groups such Alternative to Family Violence (AFV), Criminal & Gang Anonymous
(CGA), Anger Management, Veterans Insight Therapy, that I gain tremendous
insight into my own character defects. I truly understand as to why I had to be
removed from society, with the choices and dangerous lifestyle that I was living; I
truly believe that prison was the right thing, saved my life and regretfully saying,
possibly the life's of others.

I’m currently employed as a warehouse lead man for Prison Industry Authority
(PIA) where I inventory, plan, delegate work, ship and receive side by side with
staff supervisors. I am thoroughly trained in the Enterprise Resource Planning
System (ERPIx), computer program in shipping and receiving, a system the still in
use in society today. Fulfill purchase orders by receiving, inspecting, tagging and
entering information into ERPLX programming system. I’ve acquired an
“Overton” forklift operator license (forklift class 1-7), one of major forklift
training companies in America.

I have the drive, a good work ethic; work well with others, a fast learner with the
potential to succeed and truly will become an asset to society if released. I take
100% responsibility on who I was, who I am now and who I can be in society. I
have no desire to live off the state through social security, unemployment, etc., but
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intend to be a hard worker, paying taxes, voting and volunteer work with
organizations such as “The Red Cross”, Homeless Shelters, and work the elderly,
making a true contribution to society.

[ was taught in the Marine Corps to protect the innocent and I never could have
imagined that any circumstance could lead me to harm others. I regret feeling
powerful over the innocent and taking what was not mine. I understand that to the
multiple victims of my greedy, selfish and irrational acts, I couldn’t even imagine
the degree of emotional and psychological harm that I caused each individual.

I do understand that in life there are going to always be struggles, pressures and
unforeseen obstacles, but with groups such as “Veterans Insight Therapy”. I know
now about refuting irrational ideas and recognize how thoughts can influence my
feelings and behavior.

Throughout my years in prison, I’ve grown tremendously and my every day
actions, navigating through an abnormal environment without conflict with
inmates or staff alike, going to work on time as scheduled and receiving only high
marks in work performance and continued education through vocational courses
and rehabilitative self help groups.

If given this chance to enter society early, you would look back at your decision
and smile knowing that you let a truly rehabilitated one go home early. I truly am
ready, mind body, and soul, to ad, assist society in any and every way to make this
California, this Country, our America a beautiful place to live. If you have any
questions in regards to my plea, please contact me and I will provide you with the
necessary information immediately, I truly look forward to your response, Thank
you.

Respectfully Submitted

Sod € Doa

7T -60SY0

169 - 2020 Executive Report on Clemency



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE
Rosemary Dyer

In 1985, Rosemary Dyer shot and killed her husband David Lichty. On
October 20, 1988, the Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles,
sentenced Ms. Dyer to life without the possibility of parole for murder plus a two-
year sentence enhancement.

Ms. Dyer was 33 years old at the time of the crime. She is now 67 years old
and has been incarcerated for more than 33 years. While serving a sentence
with no hope of release, Ms. Dyer has demonstrated commitment to
rehabilitation and self-improvement. She has regularly received exceptional
work ratings. A supervisor praised Ms. Dyer, writing, “She is always willing to go
beyond her responsibilities. She is very precise in her work, responsible, diligent,
creative, and dependable.” A correctional lieutenant commended Ms. Dyer
for her positive behavior and attitude, noting that “[Ms. Dyer] has been an asset
to the prison community and | believe she would be an asset to any community
she might reside in if she were granted her freedom. She has much to share.”
An educator praised Ms. Dyer for her “exceptional clerical duties” and wrote
that she “has always provided excellent service to our staff and has ensured our
assignments are to the highest level. She is always very courteous, helpful and
very pleasant.” In addition, Ms. Dyer has received commendations by a
correctional sergeant and two correctional officers. Ms. Dyer has participated
in a rescue kitten program since 2017 and cared for cats through the prison Cat
Care Program.

Ms. Dyer committed a serious crime that took the life of Mr. Lichty. Since
then, Ms. Dyer has dedicated herself to her rehabilitation. | have carefully
considered and weighed the evidence of Ms. Dyer’s positive conduct in prison
and her good prospects for successful community reentry. | have concluded
that Ms. Dyer is ready to be released on parole.

This act of clemency for Ms. Dyer does not minimize or forgive her
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work she has done since
to transform herself.
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THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of Cdalifornia, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby commute the sentence of Rosemary Dyer to release her

on parole.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and

caused the Great Seal of the State
of California to be affixed this 27th
day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of Cdlifornia

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State

Ry
EERE o
~Glipar

171 - 2020 Executive Report on Clemency




Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. - State Capitol - Sacramento, California 95814

APPLICATION FOR
COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE -

Complete this application to request a commutation of sentence from the Governor, A commutation is a reduction or eliminaticn
of a sentence. If granted, this application will become a public record, however specific personal information will be redacted
(hidden) before it is made available to the public.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name: _ Rosemary Dyer Date ofBinh:m Inmate ID: ___W# 30483

Miller A 08 low . 92880
Address:_ 16756 Chino-Corona Road, Corona CA Facility: __CIW

1. Conviction Summary:

2 LoList alk prior convictions, including any in other states or countries. Attach additional pages if necessary. - -5
Offense(s): Date of offense(s): County of conviction(s): Sentence(s):
* 187 PC 07/26/85 Los Angeles LWOP
2. Briefly describe the circumstances of the crime(s) for which you are requesting a commutation (attach additional

F cessary): _ . .
After p;gzsrass ngfesphysical/emotional/ sexual abuse from my husband, David A. Lichty, I shot

and killed him with the same oun that he had sodomized me with earlier in the evening.

After being sexually traumatized, David continued his terror by informing me that I would

next have sex with his dog. T still do not remember either picking up the gun or shooting

3. Explain why you are requesting a commutation (attach additional pages as necessary):

I am an IWOP requesting a commutation of sentence because I have spent every day of the
last32+ yéars regretting my actions which caused - the death of the man T loved. I have
endeavored to improve tﬁyself by participating in ztoub's"dedicated to helping survivors of
domestic violence =- which has helped my personal growth and healing -- helping me to NOT

4. Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a commutation (attach additional pages if necessary):
I have been incarcerated since 1986 and during that time I have endeavored. to improve

myself with education and therapy eroups. I have gained a greater understanding of myself
and what put me in the position for me to have comitted my offense., (continned)

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist in the preparation of this application, list their name,
address, and amount paid or given (required by Penal Code section 43807.2):
N/A
0t Rev. 09/25/2013
3 pPages attached =« Application for Commutation of Sentence, Paga 1
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Question # 2 -- continued

David. I had never contemplated David's death -- my own, yes, for I was in fear of-
David keeping his word of killing me -- made on a daily basis.

I loved David -- not WHAT he had become, o;whis actions -- but I was still in
love with who he HAD been when we met and fell in love -- and I prayed daily that
the abuse would stop. I tried everything to be the wife he wanted, in order to make
him happy -- but the more I tried, the worse the abuse became.

Mere words cannot express my sorrow and regret for having taken the life of

the man T loved. Every day of my life has been shaped by his loss and my actions.
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Question #3 - - continued

be the co-dependent woman that I was. I have gained education during my incarceration
and am employable. I also endeavor to aid other victims of domestic violence, via

the mail -- due to the docimentary I participated in (Sin By Silence), I am able to
lend support to other victims who write to me. I would truly like to serve society
by helping other domestic violence survivors, in person.- Before my arrest, there

was no such help for victims of domestic violence. Such a thing was not in existence
yet, so I would like to be a part of that help, now. I believe I have a lot to
contribute. T have also been offered a job with the creator of Sin by Silence, as

a speaker for/with the documentary, which I look forward to being able to do -- if

I am ever granted parole.

Before my arrest, I was an upstanding citizen, business owner, with no criminal
history. I do not pose a threat to society and I am read& to take my place in it
once more. I have the full support of my family for my freedom and have a home to
return to. ) ‘ e

I am 65 years old (-52) and suffer from numerous chronic medical conditions,
including (but no limited to) Congestive Heart Failure with a 207 refraction (heart
function percentage) which is greatly debilitating; severe COPD with asthma; a
mobility impairment due to a needed hip replacement due to a fall -- but unable to
have the surgery due to the 207 refraction of my heart (doctors are afraid that I
would expire during the surgery); and Essential Tremors (E.T.) associated with
Parkinson's. All of these conditions have a profound effect on my daily life.

I am requesting this commutation because I would like to live out my remaining
days, a 'free' woman. Although I will never be truly 'free' because not a day goes
by that I don't think of David. I am the one who took his life. It does not
matter that I feel I did it because I feared for my own life. It only matters that
I took his life. I alone killed the man I loved. I wish every day, that the' past
could be changed -- but it can't be, so I must live with the guilt and remorse
forever, so no, I will never be truly 'free' -- but I am asking that my physical
person be given the opportunity to return to society and I be given the chance to
prove I am worthy of that freedom and to somehow make amends for my sins.

I thank you for this consideration
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Question # 4 -- continued

I have completed several psychotherapy groups dealing specifically with Abusive
Bonding & Behaviors, Domestic Violence, Co-dependency, etc. I was an original member
of Convicted Women Against Abuse, a self-help group dealing with domestic violence,
growth, and healing. I participated in the documentary "Sin by Silence" to help
bring awareness and education about Domestic Violence to the public. Due to this
documentary I receive much mail from viewers -- both encouraging me and confiding
their own personal trauma and needing someone 'safe' to talk to. I am a 'safe'
confidant.

I believe I have found my 'calling' in aiding these survivors -- I can help
the ‘only way I can by providing them with information so they can seek the professional
help they need. I feel I make a difference in lives -- and it is gratifying to know
that T can give back by helping these women. I would like to continue this ‘calling'
to help battered women and children, in person. I want to continue to be an advocate .
== a more active advocate, for battered women and children.

I am no longer the co-dependent woman who was arrested 32 years ago. T believe
‘I owe a great portion of my growth and healing to CDCR and the groups and programs
that have been made available throughout the years. I know that I am a worthwhile
person now -- I didn't think I was worthwhile before my arrest. I am grateful for
my healing and growth. I am grateful to be alive. I feel I have much to offer
society and would like that opporturity before I die.

I mention dying, only because my health issues put my life span into question.

I suffer from numerous chronis medical conditions, as I have previously mentioned.
I am almost 66 years old, and I would truly like NOT to die in prison. I want to
‘somehow contribute what I am able to, to society, by helping other victims of
domestic violence and by helping educate the public to bring awareness to domestic
violence and its repercussions.

I still have family who want me to return home, and friends who also support
me. I have a-home to return to and I have been offered employment, upon my
release. I am ready to be a productive member of society again -- I am ready to
prove my worth and be a help to others.

I thank you for this consideration.
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE
Samvuel Eldredge

In 1994, Samuel Eldredge shot and killed Robert Bennett. On December 1,
1995, the Superior Court of California, County of Humboldt, sentenced Mr.
Eldredge to life without the possibility of parole for murder with a firearm
enhancement.

Mr. Eldredge is now é1 years old and has been incarcerated more than 25
years. He has expressed sincere remorse for Mr. Bennett's death and wrote in his
application for clemency, “l| accept responsibility for my actions, il-conceived
life choices and decisions.”

While serving a sentence with no hope of release, Mr. Eldredge dedicated
himself to his rehabilitation. Mr. Eldredge has maintained an exemplary
disciplinary record while in prison. He has completed self-help programming
and lived on the Progressive Programming Facility, an honor yard, for aimost a
decade. Mr. Eldredge also participated in the Paws for Life service dog training
program.

Mr. Eldredge has earned the commendation of prison staff. A
correctional officer praised Mr. Eldredge on his work as a housing unit tutor,
writing, "I have observed [Mr. Eldredge] undertake and complete his job
assignment with a high degree of knowledge and skill. [Mr. Eldredge’s] work as
a tutor has had a positive impact not only upon [the unit] but the Progressive
Programming Facility as a whole." A second correctional officer commended
Mr. Eldredge for his work ethic, noting that he “complete[s] job assignments with
a high degree of knowledge and skill.”

Mr. Eldredge committed a serious crime that took the life of Mr. Bennett.
Since then, Mr. Eldredge has dedicated himself to his rehabilitation and
becoming a productive citizen. | have carefully considered and weighed the
evidence of his positive conduct in prison and his good prospects for successful
community reentry. | have concluded that Mr. Eldredge merits the opportunity
to make his case to the Board of Parole Hearings so it can determine whether
he is suitable for parole.

This act of clemency for Mr. Eldredge does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.
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THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of Cdlifornia, do hereby commute the sentence of Samuel Eldredge to 30 years
to life.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and
caused the Great Seal of the State
of Cdlifornia to be affixed this 27th
day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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RECEIVED
MAR 21 2017

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE
LEGAL AFFAIRS

Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr, - State Capitol - Sacramento, California 95814
APPLICATION FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY

Complete this application to request a pardon or commutation from the Governor. A pardon is the forgiveness of a crime and a
commutation is a reduction or elimination of a sentence. If you are eligible for a Certificate of Rehabilitation, do not complete
this application; instead obtain a Certificate of Rehabilitation from the superior court in your county of residence. (See Penal
Code, § 4852.01.) If a pardon is granted, this application will become a public record, however specific personal information
will be redacted (hidden) before it is made available to the public.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name: Szmuel Gardner Eldredze  Dpate of Birth: 1958s0cial Security Number: _

Address: C9P=Los Angeles County, 44750 60th Street West, Iencaster, CA. 93536~7619

1. Conviction Summary:

bist all'prior coRvictions, including@ny in other states ér éountties. Att : : jessar
Offense(s). Date of offense(s): County of conviction(s): Sentence(s):

NO PRIOR CRIMINAT HRECORD

2. Briefly describe the circumstances of the crime(s) for which you are requesting a pardon or commutation (attach additional
PugESS as necessa ):

I shot and killed Robert Kanui Bennett and illegally disposed of his body

by cremation.

3. Explain why you are requesting a pardon or commutation (attach additional pages as necessary): .
I have gerved 22+ years in prison, 21+ years have been disciplinary freel,

I have completed Anger Management, Cage Your Rage, and Breaking Barrieprss
while earning many laudatory chronos and taking charge of my own rehabili-
tation, I have the privilege of participating in the Paws For Life Program.

4. Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a pardon or commutation {attach additional pages if

necessary): i . ) A
I accept responsibiility for my setions, ill-conceived life choices amnd

decisions. I truly regret that my zctions: and choices have harmed so
many people, including my family, myself, and my healthle

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist in the preparation of this application, list their name,
address, and amount paid or given (required by Penal Code section 4807.2):

Rev. 08/01/13
Application for Executive Clemency, Page 1
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STATEMENT OF NOTICE 0 QISTRICT ATTORNEY AND BECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY

This application may be submitted to the Board of Parole Hearings for investigation and recommendation pursuant to Penal
Code section 4812. This application may also be submitted to Jaw enforcement or other agencies for investigation or recommendation.

Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805 require that you give the District Attorney in the county of conviction written notice of your
intention to apply for a pardon or commutation. You must complete the Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency (attached) and

mail it to the District Attorney before submitting this application to the Governor’s Office. If you are requesting a pardon for more than

one conviction involving more than one county, each District Attorney must be given notice.

l, dred clare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that |
(Print Full Name)
have served the District Attorney of the County of Humboldt with notice of my intent to apply for a pardon or
(Name of County*)

commutation.
! further declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information | have provided on this
application is true and correct. I understand that any omission or misstatement of facts may result in the denial of the application and

the filing of perjury charges against me.

) y & 4 » - / 4 ’,/// y - .
= ,17/1..':4411/( \Zuﬁ,u’( Ml,[d (4 /;am 4 <:> %7/7

Applicant’s Signature J Date

*If Applicable, List Additional Counties Here (Send Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency to All Counties Listed)

Rev. 08/01/13
Application for Executive Clemency, Page 2
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To the District Attorney of Humbo1d+t County: Please take notice that |, Samuel Gardner Eldre@&,‘

was convicted of the crime of Firgt Degree Murder, P,Ce 187 (A)

committed in Humbhold+

County, California, on the date of April 25, 1994

I will submit this application to the Governor of the State of California for the following type of executive clemency (check one):

o Pardon RECE'VED
2017
X Commutation of sentence. inmate Number: J87 214/ . MAR 13
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE
LEGAL AFFAIRS

MA&M (ke February 27, 2017

Applicahi?’s Signature Date

DISYRIET ATTORNEY AGKNOWLEDGEMANT

Cthia segtion Po be completed by the Ristrict Attorney only.

" ACA \ , District Attorney of the County of _ _ g \ W\

|
do hereby acknowledge receipt of notice from } |

that he/she intends to apply to the Governor of the State of California for a pardon or a commutation of sentence.

Signed || AL Lérrung

Date i

»

Dictrict Attorney: Please Return this Notice to the Governor’s Office, Attn: Legal Affairs, State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814.

RECEIVED

Rev. 08/01/13
M Alr 0 6 Zﬂ W Notice of Intention to Apply for Executive Clemency
/ \
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE
Fanon Figgers

In 1996, Fanon Figgers and his crime partner robbed a fast food restaurant
at gunpoint. On July 2, 1998, the Superior Court of California, County of San
Bernardino, sentenced Mr. Figgers to 75 years to life for multiple counts of
robbery and 75 years to life for multiple counts of false imprisonment, plus an
additional 60 years for sentence enhancements, a total prison term of 210 years
to life.

Mr. Figgers was 26 years old at the time of the crime and is now 49. He
has been incarcerated for nearly 24 years. Since entering prison, Mr. Figgers has
maintained an exemplary disciplinary record. He is a co-founder of a re-entry
program, has participated in significant self-help programming, and completed
vocational training. Mr. Figgers has earned commendations from several staff
members for his efforts in rehabilitation. A correctional officer wrote that he
found Mr. Figgers “to be an individual of high moral character and standards.”
The officer continued, “I fruly feel Mr. Figgers who has been away from society
now 22 years with a sentence of 210 years to life has gained the knowledge it
takes to return back to society and become a law-abiding citizen.” A chaplain
commended Mr. Figgers and wrote, “[Mr. Figgers] stood out as someone deeply
devoted to his inner growth. Mr. Figgers is an authentic and solid human being
who has done his time, analyzed his crime, and now, is ready to serve others.” A
correctional officer praised Mr. Figgers and wrote, “His hard work ethic, positive
attitude, and dedication to change are not only commensurate with the best
ideals but also demonstrate that he is a reformed man. In fact, | believe that he
can effectively franslate the leadership qualities he's exhibited here in San
Quentin fo free society upon release.”

Mr. Figgers's commutation application was reviewed by the Board of
Parole Hearings, which voted at an en banc meeting to recommend a
clemency grant. The California Supreme Court also made a recommendation
for a clemency grant, a process required by the California Constitution for cases
in which the applicant has been convicted of more than one felony.

Mr. Figgers committed a serious crime. Since then, Mr. Figgers has
demonstrated a sincere commitment to his rehabilitation and self-improvement.
I have carefully considered and weighed the evidence of Mr. Figers positive
conduct in prison and his good prospects for successful community reentry. |
have concluded that Mr. Figgers is ready to be released on parole.

This act of clemency for Mr. Figgers does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.
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THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby commute the sentence of Fanon Figgers to release him
on parole.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and
caused the Great Seal of the State
of Cadlifornia to be affixed this 27th
day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

Q0,000

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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Governor Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramento, California 95814

RE-APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION AND PARDON

Complete this form if in the last three years, you submitted a commutation or pardon application to a past administration,
or obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, and wish Governor Newsom to consider your application. Do not submit any
additional documents about your case until requested to do so by the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings.
If you submitted an application to Governor Newsom after January 7, 2019, your application is pending; do not submit
this form. Learn more about the commutation and pardon process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for
information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name (Last/First/Middle): 77 6&€ LS, Fan/od Daerel-Name on Prior Application (if different):

CDCR Number: + 322 62 Name of Facility/Prison: San QuedTin

Residence Address: (5 T~ Spn/ Qe T~ Y-W-93  Sanl Questia Ca 9937

Mailing Address (if different): =M,/ ST Y-w/- 93 Se Qe (4 9497

Home/Cell Phone: Work Phone: Email:

| previously submitted: 2 Application for Commutation of Sentence
[ Certificate of Rehabilitation
[J Application for Pardon

Did you receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings
regarding your application? Have you been interviewed regarding your application? If yes, please describe:

O Toly 17, 2¢/3 L whs n 708 i pued Resardi s ptf APPLUAT /o 70T [ S ibmivew
ﬁ/\/f//m} (& Z/E Lp/dlie GoParbp Beou/p/ ASM s S paTron, 170 Fupilep AC770/5 Lpe
TApe . L Wl Lyprbld Appae s ATE Re-0pe 'y A heits LopStcleced [ Eptrt VTAT s5,, A e
7> Y4 EPR 2/bb A pfecps7e OF T fave Rehabrs.iwiecd Ap/d it AlSo bl ss A a2 TORT O

o7 ens Fost A hrrkp) Ao pntc Wolld lire The OLPL eT W 7Y TO (e AR A friee Coprse of NTAN

Qj@,m ﬁw Mé%%’/w/ Gprt 30, 20/ 9

Applicant Signature A4 Date

SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO:
THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL, ATTN: LEGAL AFFAIRS/CLEMENCY, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814.
DO NOT SUBMIT ANY OTHER DOCUMENTS AT THIS TIME.
New 2019
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RECEIVED
JA
Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. - State Capitol - Sacramento, California 95814 N'2 4 2018
GOVERNOR'S OFFicE
APPLICATION FOR LEGAL AFFAIRS

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE

Complete this application to request a commutation of sentence from the Governor. A commutation is a reduction or elimination
of a sentence. If granted, this application will become a public record, however specific personal information will be redacted

(hidden) before it is made available to the public.

APPLICANT INFORMATION
Name: _Fanon Figgers Date of Birth: 1970 inmate p; _ H~32262

San quentin

Address: 1 Main, San Quentin, CA 94974 Facility:
1. Conviction Summary:
List all prior convictions, including any in other states or countries. Attach additional pages if necessary.

Offense(s): Date of offense(s): County of conviction(s): Sentence(s):

Controlling Offense
Zf{l 1{13?0108 9 2nd Robbery-12022.5(A) 12-03-91 Los Angeles 7 years
N T ine O s 12020.5(A) 12-03-01  Los Angéles 7 years

2, Briefly describe the circumstances of the crime(s) for which you are requesting a commutation (attach additional

pages as necessary): See attach pages

3. Explain why you are requesting a commutation (attach additional pages as necessary):
See attach pages.

4, Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a commutation (attach additional pages if necessary):
See attach pages.

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist in the preparation of this application, list their name,
address, and amount paid or given (required by Penal Code section 4807.2):

Rev. 09/25/2013
Application for Commutation of Sentence, Page 1
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STATEMENT OF NOTICE TO DISTRICT ATTORNEY AND DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERIURY

This application may be submitted to the Board of Parole Hearings for investigation and recommendation pursuant to Penal
Code section 4812. This application may also be submitted to law enforcement or other agencies for investigation or recommendation.

Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805 require that you give the District Attorney in the county of conviction written notice of your
intention to apply for a commutation. You must complete the Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency (attached) and mail it to

the District Attorney before submitting this application to the Governor’s Office.

-
I, _FAvo/ Frécers , declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that I
(Print Full Name)
have served the District Attorney of the County of, % Bepinrd o with notice of my intent to apply for a

(Name of County*)
commutation.

| further declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information | have provided on this

application is true and correct. | understand that any omission or misstatement of facts may result in the denial of the application and

the filing of perjury charges against me.

QW /6, 2018

/ Date

*If Applicable, List Additional Counties Here (Send Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency to All Counties Listed)

Rev. 09/25/2013
Application for Commutation of Sentence, Page 2
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NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY
This notice is required by Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805.

To the District Attorney of S4r/Bzanpadio County: Please take notice that |, £A~ON/ FLéGCefS ,

was convicted of the crime of 20566«-4\#7_11 , Fatse Latpruson L3¢ [aSeT FVI Odioo ,

committed in ,MCHM/O — County, California, on the date of j\/[ ‘I/ ) / g ? J
RECEIVED

| will submit this application to the Governor of the State of California. F
EB 01 2018

GOVERNOR's OFEF
‘ & LEGAL AFFaiRg -
/ Date ’

/ Applicant’s Signature

DISTRICT ATTORNEY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

This section to be completed by the District Attorney only.

SAN BFRNARDINO ,

|, __MICHAFT, A, RAMS , District Attorney of the County of

FANCN D. FIGGERS

do hereby acknowledge receipt of notice from

that he/she intends to apply to the Governor of the State of California for a commutation of sentence,

Signed _/% -
Date / Z 6‘ f

District Attorney: Please Return this Notice to the Governor’s Office, Attn: Legal Affairs, State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814,

Rev. 09/25/2013

Notice of Intention to Apply for Commutation of Sentence
186 - 2020 Executive Report on Clemency



Continued Attached — Questions
Question #2:

On May 13, 1996, an accomplice and I set out to rob McDonald’s restaurant at
approximately 9:30 pm., I went in to order something to eat and asked for job application form,
in order to stall time to wait for other customers to leave. Once they left my co-defendant came
inside and we approached the count showing our guns. We jumped the counter and led the
employee into back office, where there were two more employees, one on the phone and the
other counting money. I got the money from the employee at the safe and my co-defendant took
other employee to get the money out of cash register. Once we got the money, we led all of the
employees into storage freezer. Fleeing the scene with approximately $7,500. I was arrested
May 17, 1996, and on July 1998, convicted of three (3) counts 2"d degree robbery, 5 counts false
imprisonment.

Question #3:

I am requesting commutation on the basis of the lengthy determination of my sentencing.
I have been incarcerated four (4) months from 22 years serving 150 to life plus 60 years total 210
years to life.

I understand the seriousness of my crime and it being violent act. Although according to
law states that crime(s) committed under the same set of operative facts should be sentenced
concurrently (Penal Code §1385). I was not sentenced accordingly and therefore sentenced to
amount of time that will never allow me to be eligible for parole or to even be considered.

“The Board of Prison Hearings may report to the Governor the names of any, all persons
imprisoned in any state prison whom in it judgment ought to have a commutation of sentence or
be pardoned and set at liberty on account of good conduct or unusual term of sentence.” (Senate
Bill 261). Even though I don’t fall up under scope 261 (Age 25), I do fall up under the language
“Good conduct (no rules violation in over 6 years), unusual term of sentence (MEPD 4-03-
2166).”.

Question #4

I am no longer a threat or menace to society. No longer the selfish immature, callous
young man I was 21 plus years ago with no regards or love for others or self. I have gained
spiritual and moral beliefs and values as a Christian that has allowed me look beyond myself and
into the Destructive Lifestyle I partook in. I strive now to be more of a giver, than a taker I once
was of “Peoples Possessions and Security.” By developing a spiritual compass. I now have
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insight into the emotional issues I had growing-up which played a major role in my criminal
thinking and lifestyle. My foundation as a Christian has changed my heart, which in turn has
changed my behavior, which has allowed me the opportunity to be a part of the Ministry here in
San Quentin Garden Chapel Christian Fellowship. Where I have not only completed Bible study
courses , I am also facilitator in Bible study course ‘First Step for New Believers,” Minister in
the Youth Ministry Program ‘Graced Out Ministries (which preaches and mentors youngers
inmates, here at San Quentin), I Preach the Gospel of Jesus to the Reception inmates, obtained
Diploma in Ministry (CLD) Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary. (See attached
Certificate.)

I have also taken advantage of self-help groups that has helped me look at myself and
address sociological issues that Al had and never dealt with in proper manner (See attached
Certificates and Chrono’s.) These self-help groups I participated in helped me change my
mindset which has helped me change my behavior. All with only incentive was to change and
rehabilitate myself because I understand that any change in my behavior would have to come
from within and must be authentic from a changed mindset.

To this purpose of change that I have already began. I know giving me a commutation
sentence I would be an asset to my community and family. By taking the bad and good
experiences from my life to not only change the way I live my life, but to also use the rest of my
life making amends by taking what I learned to help prevent others from choosing a lifestyle of
crime and destructive behavior that is so harmful to society.

Striving to be a part of the solution instead of a part of the problem. I volunteer mentoring
Squires Program that mentors at risk youth from ages 12 to 21. I also mentor SAMHSA program
for inmates which focuses on cognitive behavior therapy, substance abuse, anger management,
criminal thinking and family relations.

So with spiritual and moral compass, along with the emotional and social skills I have
acquired while working on myself, I know I will never again be a perpetrator of any crime(s)
against another person or society. I’'m no longer the sociopathic individual I was. Today I am a
pro-social man with the capability of being upstanding law abiding individual in society.
Finally, granting me a commutated sentence is giving me a second chance to make amends to the
society I offended and my family, as I have learned so much now and because of my life changes
I have much to offer. I have also gained vocational skills giving me marketable skills and
avenues for employment that will be in the useful workforce (See attached Support letters —

Jericho Vocational Services).
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE
Richard Flowers

In 1994, Richard Flowers killed Mary Garcia during a burglary and robbery.
On November 1, 1996, the Superior Court of California, County of Tulare,
sentenced Mr. Flowers to life without the possibility of parole for murder.

Mr. Flowers is now 64 years old and has been incarcerated for 25 years.
While serving a sentence that allowed no hope of release from prison, Mr.
Flowers has committed to his rehabilitation. He has maintained a good
disciplinary record and has resided on the Progressive Programming Facility, an
honor yard. Mr. Flowers participated in self-help programming and maintained
consistent employment throughout his incarceration, routinely receiving
exceptional work ratings from his supervisors.

Mr. Flowers’s rehabilitation efforts have been recognized by prison staff. A
work supervisor commended Mr. Flowers for “show(ing] great leadership skills
amongst his peers” and “work[ing] well with others.” A correctional counselor
commended Mr. Flowers for his positive attitude: “[Mr. Flowers’s] behavior is
indicative of a positive orientation and should be considered when evaluating
his eligibility for participation in future programming opportunities.” A
correctional officer praised Mr. Flowers for his “positive attitude and work ethic,”
noting that he “has a good working relationship with staff and his peers. . . and
has demonstrated skill and knowledge, genuine interest and effort in his work,
teamwork and participation.”

Mr. Flowers's commutation application was reviewed by the Board of
Parole Hearings, which voted at an en banc meeting to recommend a
clemency grant. The California Supreme Court also made a recommendation
for a clemency grant, a process required by the California Constitution for cases
in which the applicant has been convicted of more than one felony.

Mr. Flowers committed a serious crime that took the life of Ms. Garcia.
Since then, Mr. Flowers has turned his life around. | have carefully considered
and weighed the evidence of Mr. Flowers's positive conduct in prison and his
good prospects for successful community reentry. | believe that Mr. Flowers has
earned the opportunity to present his case to the Board of Parole Hearings so it
can determine whether he is suitable for parole.

This act of clemency for Mr. Flowers does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

AU
iy i 64
e
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THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State

of California, do hereby commute the sentence of Richard Flowers to 25 years
to life.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and

caused the Great Seal of the State
of Cdlifornia to be affixed this 27th ,
day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of Cdlifornia

QQQQ—/
ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State

ATTEST:

190 - 2020 Executive Report on Clemency




RECEIVED

Pad i Pt 3T T e T T 0 QOVERNOR'S OFFICE
Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr, - State Capitol - Sacramento, Cailfomnla 95814 ~ LEGALAFFAIRS

_ APPLICATION FOR EXECUTIVE CI.‘EMENCY

Complete this appllcatlon to request a.pardon or commutatlon from the Govemor A pardon Is the forglveness of a.crime and a
commutaﬂon tsa: :eductibn or ellmlnatlon ‘ofa senterice. .If you are ellglblg fora Certmcate of Rehablhtaﬂon, do not complete'.
this lppﬁcation, Instead. obtain.a Certlﬂcate of Rehabilitation from the’ sbpurlor court in your counfy of tesldgnce ~{See Penal:
Code,. § 4852, 01,) ifa meOn“ls granted, this lppllcatlon wm haeomi u public. fncbrd, howwet spedﬂc petsonal lnformutlon
will be redutad (hlddenl bcforn It 1 made avallabh to tho publlc. Leom

o L Awucmrmson VIATION . _
Namet [i&psies) EAR o as  DateotBith: ,ffsoaal Suwrltyﬂumbcr-

Address:- lO! t‘%l)/» ‘*4 AJD L/ /'JLA_)T( - S'. T2 j/*f'SL - :-,/{« . [//‘ 3 53 Cl
1 ) nonvlctlan Summary

wn}@g wonSRd i Bryinoilerstate s pigbin

f S Date of offense(s): County of conviction(s): ” e Sarjtgp (s): -
Camm mu:v- 5=~42 =74 - Cooue Lvivt BANW.> L Vo
Buzellies 545774 Cooe i, e

l F‘}, 6&1 - /‘. X o~ ?/ M; i’o‘/,r.ﬁ/ ~.-U/ d4t SUSA

2. erefly descrlbc the cln:umshnm of the crime(s) for which you aro requasﬂng P plnion or wmmuut!on Iathch addltloml
pages n mamry) : . , S ,

3. Explain why you are requesting a pardon or commutation (attach additional pagu as necessary):

A/fo AaIv L, QZA’/& i LS 15485 OF -T71s AL SENT 7"1’/7 Ane] Ai/l(’/wm
1h¢ ﬁ/z od (2 T am ”7'“/ reee e /«W‘tzjl— i pLEn Fo a0 7‘,
Ann s 4 "7 /)L/ﬂ /LISE lzgf’ /ﬂl/ﬂ— L//JAJ (b1 R e e

q. valdn brief statement explaining why you should be granted a pardon or commutation (attach lddltlonll pages If
necessary):
Z Davs Ss LYy /‘5 NEALS  OF /'x(L 7‘9&/, Anc! Ar  Now [Q

. _ —7
JCIMLS eld. T Aavs 4)42,1) i ‘:.uf/ ,/r/u/ z—tﬁz An' g U 5 w‘k/
008 Al prin s e AT LL 777 /*/1 A -7, 2 /‘/’7 T AL,

5, If you have pald any money or given any gift to anyone to assist In the preparation of this application, list thelr name,
address, and amount pald or given (required by Penal Code section 4807.2):
N/ .
Rev. 08/01/13
Application for Executive Clemency, Page 1
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This application may be submitted to the Board of Parole Hearings for investigation and recommendation pursuant to Penal

Code section 4812. This application may also be submitted to law enforcement or other agencies for investigation or recommendation.
Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805 require that you give the District Attorney in the county of conviction written notice of your
intention to apply for a pardon or commutation. You must complete the Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency (attached) and

mail it to the District Attorney before submitting this application to the Governor’s Office. If you are requesting a pardon for more than

one conviction involving more than one county, each District Attorney must be given notice.

f, d i\ HARD éﬂﬂ £: log 7.0, declare under penalty of perjury under the lows of the State of California that |
{Print Full Name) -
have served the District Attorney of the County of Tv/Ak & with notice of my intent to apply for a pardon or..
. ) * (Name of County*) TR e

commutation.
| further declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information | have provided on this
application is true and correct. | understand that any omission or misstatement of facts may result in the denial of the application and

the filing of perjury charges against me.

néjﬁuﬂ/ Mﬁ /mem X J%’ ,22—//) 7
0 /

} Applicaht’s Signature

*If Applicable, List Additional Counties Here (Send Notice of intent to Apply for Executive Clemency to All Counties Listed)

Rev. 08/01/13
Application for Executive Clemency, Page 2
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RECEIVED
| SEP132017 . ComPATmy

To the Distnct Attorney of / (/ MM County Please take notice that |,

was convicted of the crime of j g 7 2 Tr 3p; el g ovars TAYLES ﬁ//ﬁ,‘;ﬂ /M//-‘

committed In. Ty /ARE County, Califofria, on the date of /’/A}/ Z ‘/; /P o

I will submit this application to the Governor of the State of California for the following type of executive clemency (check one}:

o Pardon RECEIVED
7 :{Z 2 OCT 04 2017
X Commutation of senténce. inmate Number:_{ _ { 5 7. GOVERNOR'S OFFICE
LEGAL AFFAIRS
/@Af&/w//p 7%0%0 D/ 17
Applicant's Signature ol /]

DISTRICT/ATAORNEY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Thissettion Tobeompletetbythe DistricCAttotneywanly.

A \AJ!—“Q,‘; ) M

do Hereby ackrowledge recelpt of ndtice from “?mw - Blowens

that he/she intends to apply to the Governor of the State of California for a pardon or a commutation of sentence,

”‘—/,-“‘ S “/ "-..
a-(yuw' —= 23 wD—Q*‘ﬁ\

Date 4~-35-17)

V]

District Attorney: Please Return this Notice to the Governor’s Office, Attn: Legal Affairs, State Caplitol, Sacramento, CA 95814,

Rev. 08/01/13
Notice of intention to Apply for Executive Clemency
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE
Robert Glass

In 1992, Robert Glass and his crime partner broke into Joe Moreno's home
and tied up Mr. Moreno and his girlfriend, Elena Mendoza. Mr. Glass struck Ms.
Mendoza and his crime partner fatally stabbed Mr. Moreno. On September 27,
1994, the Superior Court of Cdlifornia, County of Los Angeles, sentenced Mr.
Class to life without the possibility of parole for murder and attempted murder
plus an additional five years of sentence enhancements.

Mr. Glass was 21 years old at the time of the crime and is now 48. He has
been incarcerated for nearly 27 years. Mr. Glass has expressed deep remorse
for his crime. While serving a sentence that allowed no hope of release from
prison, Mr. Glass has demonstrated a commitment to turning his life around. Mr.
Glass has lived on the Progressive Programming Facility, an honor yard. Mr.
Glass has been an active participant in many self-help programs. A correctional
officer praised Mr. Glass for his rehabilitation and wrote, “I have seen his
willingness to work hard on his rehabilitation efforts, by taking advantage of the
different self-help programs that are available on the Progressive Programming
Facility on Facility A. [Mr. Glass] has shown good judgment, and a very good
and positive attitude with both inmates and staff... it is my belief that [Mr. Glass]
would be an asset to any employer, as well as being a positive and productive
member of the community, as he reintegrates back into society.” A group
sponsor wrote, “[Mr. Glass] demonstrated excellent insight, willingness and effort
to educate himself, and help others in their rehabilitative efforts. He has shown
excellent improvement in his communication skills, and his commitment to effect
positive changes in his life and the lives of other upon re-entry to society.”

Mr. Glass's commutation application was reviewed by the Board of Parole
Hearings, which voted at an en banc meeting to recommend a clemency
grant. The California Supreme Court also made a recommendation for a
clemency grant, a process required by the California Constitution for cases in
which the applicant has been convicted of more than one felony.

Mr. Glass committed a serious crime that took the life of Mr. Moreno and
injured Ms. Mendoza. Since then, Mr. Glass has worked to improve himself. |
have carefully considered and weighed the evidence of Mr. Glass's positive
conduct in prison, the fact that he was a youthful offender, and his good
prospects for successful community reentry. | have concluded that Mr. Glass
merits the opportunity to make his case to the Board of Parole Hearings so it can
determine whether he is suitable for parole.

This act of clemency for Mr. Glass does not minimize or forgive his conduct

or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.
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THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby commute the sentence of Robert Glass to 26 years to
life.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and
caused the Great Seal of the State
of Cadlifornia to be affixed this 27th
day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

0., 000

ALEX PATILLA
Secretary of State
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RECEIVED

Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. - State Capltol - Sacramento, California 95814 GOVERNOR'S OFFICE
LEGAL AFFAIRS

APPLICATION FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY

Complete this application to request a pardon or commutation from the Governor. A pardonis the forgiveness of a crime and a
commutation is a reduction or elimination of a sentence. If you are eligible for a Certificate of Rehabilitation, do not complete
this application; instead obtain a Certificate of Rehabilitation from the superior court In your county of residence. (See Penal
Code, § 4852.01.) If a pardon Is granted, this application will become a public record, however specific personal information
will be redacted (hidden) before it Is made avallable to the public.

APPLICANT INFORMATION
Neme: ROBERT L. GLASS CDCR# J-36237 pye ot et JJJJJ72_ soctat securtty nums ‘
mm, P.O. BOK 4430, A3-118, I.Amaster’ CA_93539
L Conviction Summary:

List all prior convictions, including any in other states or countries. f;'\lfﬂ}?hj(?(lwllim:‘x.’xl‘_l:u‘,:f:"'ﬁ_i}_!lft’{“"" ATy,

Offense(s): Date of offense(s): County of conviction(s): Sentence(s):

Attached as FORM "A" - PRIOR CONVICTIONS, (1) page.

2, mmmdmmdﬂncﬂnﬂdhﬁﬂwm.ﬂ'tnmﬂuapudnnoreunmuuon(mdnddnﬁnd
Ppages as necessary):

Attached as FORM "B" - COMMITMENT FACTORS, (3) pages.

3. mhhmmaanmanmnwmmMon(mchmlmuwm:

Attachied as FORM "C" - WHY I AM REQUESTING A COMMUTATION OF MY CURRENT

4, Provldu)hrldmm.mumhlnmwhyyoulhouldbomnmapardonoreommuuﬂon(amduddltbmlmlf
necessary):

Attached as FORM "D" - WHY T SHOUID RE GRANTED A ATTON ce_(7) pages.

S. If you have pald any money or given any gift to anyone to assist in the preparation of this application, list their name,
address, and amount paid or given (required by Penal Code section 4807.2):

I, Robert L. Glass, have prepared this document on my own behalf.

Rev. 08/01/13
Application for Executive Clamency, Page 1
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STATEMENT OF NOTICE TO DISTRICT ATTORNEY AND DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY

This application may be submitted to the Board of Parole Hearings for investigation and recommendation pursuant to Penal
Code section 4812. This application may also be submitted to law enforcement or other agencies for investigation or recommendation.

Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805 require that you give the District Attorney in the county of conviction written notice of your
intention to apply for a pardon or commutation. You must complete the Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency (attached) and
mail it to the District Attorney before submitting this application to the Governor’s Office. If you are requesting a pardon for more than
one conviction involving more than one county, each District Attorney must be given notice.

, Robert L. Glass

{Print Full Name)
have served the District Attorney of the County of Los Angeles with notice of my intent to apply for a pardon or
{Name of County*)

, declare under penaity of perjury under the laws of the State of California that |

commutation.
1 further declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information I have provided on this

application is true and correct. | understand that any omission or misstatement of facts may result in the denial of the application and

the filing of perjury charges against me.

Jﬁaﬂ :}’é/ /-:Zé_;l/é A Tune W, 20177

Applicant’s Signature Date

*If Applicable, List Additional Counties Here (Send Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency to All Counties Listed)

Rev., 08/01/13
Application for Executive Clemency, Page 2
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To the District Attorney of _LOS ANgeles  county: please take noticethat], _Robert L. Glass )

187 PC Murder; 664/187 PC Attempted Murder; 459 PC Burglary;

(2) Counts 664/211 PC Attempted First Degree Robbery
was convicted of the crime of '

committed in Los Angeles County, California, on the date of September 18, 1992

I will submit this application to the Governor of the State of California for the followlng type of executive clemency (check one):

) Pardon RECEIVED
-4 Commutation of sentence. Inmate Number;_J=36237 * GOVERNOR'S OFFICE
LEGAL AFFAIRS
7, e ] U ,I 3
"‘/"'Zut% 7[” X :’iéd»/;'/’ June 11,2017
Applicant’s Signature Date

DISTRICT ATTORNEY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

’

L @W ‘U‘ﬂ% 12, District Attorney of the County of Laf/éf()&?

do hereby acknowledge recelipt of notice from(zo b Ed é( / add ,

that he/she intends to apply to the Governor of the State of California for a pardon or a commutation of sentence.

Date 'j3//7
/ !/

nmmummmrmmuwmwu»emmfsmm:uwmnmwmmam

. Rev, 08/01/13
Notice of intention to Apply for Executive Clemency
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FORM " A"
PRIOR: CONVICTIONS
JUVENILE HISTORY:

AGE 16 10-31-86 - LAPD - Count I: 11357 (B) (Possession of Marijuana -
28.5 Grams of Less); Count II: 148 PC (Obstructing/Resisting
Public Officer).

AGE 16 2-20-87 - LAPD - Count I: 211 PC (Robbery); Count II: 242/243
(c) pc.
ADULT HISTORY

5-22-90 LAPD - Pled Nolo to 11351.5 H&S (Possession for Sale of Cocaine

Base) Plus 1203.073 (B) (1) PC (Possession for Sale of More.Than
28.5 Grams of Hydrochloride)..-(I was arrested by LAPD Officers
after admitting being the owner of 48.5 grams of Rock Cocaine
and a loaded .25 caliber automatic pistol.)

DATED: Jun < t, 2017 Signature: W X jl&k
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FORH "B"
COMMITMENT FACTORS

The following facts are supported by the trial transcripts and taped interview
of Elena Mendoza (Case Number: NA-013344):

On September 18, 1992, Defendant Glass and his Co-Defendant Higgins
entered the front door of the victim #1 (Joe Moreno) who resided at 1030 Lakme
in the city of Wilmington. Defendant Higgins produced a gun and asked Moreno,
"Where's Your Stuff?" Elena Mendoza, victim #2, exited the bathroom and Glass
approached her and told her lay on the ground, face down. According to Mendoza's
statement in a taped interview with detectives on September 22, 1992, she ident-
ified Glass as the suspect without a gun who told the gunman, Higgins, that he
didn't need to hog tie Moreno. Higgins said that his:reason for tying up Moreno
was due to the time needed to get away. Glass refused to take part in tying up
Moreno and when Higgins directed Glass to tie up Mendoza, Glass onced again re-
fused to comply with Higgins' directive. Mendoza stated that Higgins and Glass
argued twice due to Glass' refusal to participate in tying up the victims.

Mendoza heard thumping noises and Moreno moaning from the bedroom, and
when 'she-began to scream someone came from behind her and hit her with something
steel. Inittally(daring the taped interview) Mendoza believed that Glass was
the person hitting her and she based this identification on seeing an arm. How-
ever, at trial Mendoza testified that she didn't see any part of the person
hitting her. Mendoza told the detectives that after she was struck over the
head she pretended to be unconscious and the suspect went back into the bedroom.

e défectives asked Mendoza if the hitting and noises in the bedroom
was going on while she was being hit on the head and she said, 'No, everything
stopped in the bedroom." It is undisputed that Mendoza did not witness:the:: =

.-
o S
e v,

1.
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murder of Moreno in the bedroom. Mendoza told the detectives that when all the
noises in the bedroom.stopped, the gunman:saidy 'Get her in here. I want to
smoke 'em both."

~ The: detectives asked Mendoza how she knew which suspect was doing the
talking and she said that she knew the gunman's voice due to hearing him ask
Moreno, "Where is your stuff?" Mendoza told the detectives that the gunman
mostly spoke and the.guy without the gun was the one who said, "I don't wanna
tie her up," and "You don't need to hog tie him," like he wasn't the one call-
ing the shots. According to Mendoza's statement, the gunman appeared to be
running things.

From the facts amassed from the taped interview, Mendoza never alleged
that she was attacked by both suspects simultaneously. In fact, Mendoza told
the detectives that when she heard the gunman say, "I wamna get rid of her
too," she thought that the gunman was going to shoot her. It was at this part-
icular time during the taped interview that Mendoza stated that she was attack-
ed:and struggled with only one suspect. This fact is extremely important in
light of Mendoza's testimony at trial.

At trial Mendoza testified that two individuals were in her immediate
area at the time she was hit on the head with a weight. The prosecution asked
Mendoza what caused her to believe that two people were right there in her
immediate area and she said that as she was being hit on the head by someone
standing behind her, she saw a knife come from her right side and grabbed the
the blade. 'The contrast of Mendoza's testimony is illustrated in the taped -~
interview. "

During the taped interview the detectives noticed that Mendoza's hand
was bandaged and asked her what the cuts on her hand appeared to be from.
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Mendoza said that the cuts might have come from a knife, but she didn't remem-
ber seeing a knife.-So, the record is clear, in that Mendoza never mentioned
seeing a knife in the taped interview, but it also clear that she never alleged
that she was attacked by both suspécts simulataneously.

Glass' trial counsel, Mr. Isaacson, went on record at trial and asked
the Court if there was going to be any objection to playing Mendoza's tape
recorded statement because he believed that there were inconsistencies about
how Mendoza got the wounds on her hand.

According to the facts in the taped interview, Mendoza struggled with
one suspect . (who hit her with weight) and managed to free herself and flee
from the apartment screaming. The Defendants Glass and Higgins fled the premise
and victim Moreno died at the scene from multiple stab wounds.

On June 18, 1993, I was arrested by LAPD officers. Co-defendant Higgins
was ultimately arrested on December 21, 1993 for an unrelated 211 PC (Robbery)

in case number NA018198-01.

I was charged with (1) count of 187 PC murder, (1) count of 664/187 PC
attempted murder, (1) count of 459 PC burglary, and (2) counts of 664/211 PC
attempted robbery. I was arraigned, entered a plea of Not Guilty, and request-
ed that the case be ajudicated by jury. Through the process of a judicial trial,
I was found guilty of the above charges on'August 8, 1994. On September 27, 199,
I was sentenced to a total term of Life without the possibility of parole. LWOP),
plus a consecutive life sentence for attempted murder. I have remained incarc-
erated since June 18, 1993. I declare under the penalty of perjury in accordance
with the laws of the state of Califormia that the aforementioned information is

true and correct.

DATED: June L1, 2017 Signature: W;M
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; FORM "C"
WHY I AM REQUESTING A COMMUTATION OF MY CURRENT SENTENCE

The power of the Governor of California to commute sentences is set forth in
Article V, Section 8, §4800 of the California Constitution, which states: "'The
general authority to grant reprieves, pardons and commutations of sentence is
conferred upon the Governor by Section 8 of Article V of the Constitution of
the State of California."

After the Briggs Initiative (Proposition 7, November 7, 1978), this statutory
provision requires the jury to be instructed that a sentence of life imprison-
ment without possibility of parole may be commuted or modified by the Governor
to a sentence that includes the possibility of parole; California Penal Code
§ 190.3 reads: "'The trier of fact shall be instructed that a sentence of con-
finement to state prison for a term of life without the possibility of parole
may in the future after the sentence is imposed, be commuted or modified to a
sentence that includes the possibility of parole by the Govermor of the State
of California."

I am requesting a commutation of my sentence in accordance with the statutory
provisions of California law.

I am formally appealing to the Governor of the State of California, Mr, Edmund
G. Brown Jr., to review my Application for Commutation of sentence, my post-
conviction record, my commitment offense case factors, and rehabilitation
programs that I've been involved in for the past six years here at the Progr-
essive Programming Facility in Lancaster, California.

The California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation have determined
through its Office of Research, California Static Risk Assessment (CSRA), that
I pose a LOW-RISK to public safety and less likely to reoffend upon release

from incarceration.
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the gpecial circumstance Statute, Penal Code Section 190.2, subdivision (d)
(hezeafter, § 190.2(d) which states that life without the possibility of parole
(LWOP) sentence for an aider and abettor of felony murder is constitutionally
permissible only if an aider and abettor was a "major participent” in the crime
and acted with ''reckless indifference to human life."

§:190.2(d) does not, however, extend eligibility for life imprisonment
without parole to every defendant exhibiting the constitutionally minimum degr-
ee of culpability for that sentence. Instead, by importing the Tison-Enmund
standard, it permits such a sentence only for those felons who constitutionally
could also be subjected to the more severe punishment, death. As a matter of
state statute, then, the Tison-Enmund standard is applicable to all allegations
of a felony-murder special circumstance, regardless of whether the People seek
and exact the death penalty or a sentence of life without parole. .

‘There are clearly mitigating factors within the circumstances of the .
crime(s) for which I am requesting a commuitation.

Without:the tapeerecorded statements of Elena Mendoza, the State's key
witness, it would be virtually impossible to determine individual culpability
in the instant case. Due to the arguments betweer the two suspects, it is evid-
ent that the suspect identified as Glass felt strongly about not assisting the
gunman in tying up the victims. Tying up the victims was a serious element in
the felony murder becayse it illustrated the gunman's intent in doing so. But
it also shows that the gunman, for whatever reasons, concealed his intent from
his co-defendant. When told that he didn't need to hog tie Moreno, the gunman
stated that his reason for tying up Moreno was due to the time needed to get
away and this shows that killing Moreno was not an agreed-upon plan. .

Although the prosecution was well aware Ithat the suspectect idenitifed
as Glass did not participate in tying up the victims and there was no evidence
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that he participated in the killing of Morneo (Mendoza did not witness Morneo's
murder in the bedroom), the prosecution still sought to downplay the mitigating
circumstances in this case in order to secure a conviction.

Enquiries from the detectives in the taped interview show that the gunman
was the only suspect in the bedroom when Moreno was killed. When the detectives
asked Mendoza if the hitting in the bedroom was going on while she was being
assaulted, they were trying to determine if the gunman was the only suspect in
the bedroom. Mendoza confirmed the detectives deduction by stating that every=
thing in the bedroom stopped while whe was being assaulted.

Mendoza elaborated further in the taped interview when she stated that
the noises in the bedroom finally stopped, then she heard the gunman say, "Get
her in here. I want to smoke 'em both." There isn't any evidence the suspect
identified as Glass complied with the gunmen's directive. In fact, the record
shows that it was impossible to have occurred because the gunman was the only
suspect in Mendoza's immediate area after he made that statement. Mendoza told
the detectives that she thought the gunman was going to shoot her after he
declared his intent to kill her, but what is extremely important to note at
this particular time during the taped recorded statement is that Mendoza said
that she was attacked and struggled with only one suspect.

Mendoza's testimony at trial about seeing a knife (in the taped-recorded
interview Mendoza told the detectives she did not remember seeing a knife) and
being attacked by both suspects simultaneously was deliberately orchestrated
by the prosecution to support her theory that the suspect identified as Glass
acted with reckless indifference to human life. But this distortion of the
facts is refuted by Mendoza's tape recorded statement. Both trial counsels for
Glass and his co-defendant were shocked by Mendoza's deviation from the state-

ment in the taped interview and addressed the Court about her inconsistent
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statements (trial counsels asked the Court if there was going to be any object-
ions to playing the tape-recorded statement). The prosecution did not object
because there was no basis for her to do so.

That the gunman killed Moreno, struck Mendoza over the head with a weight,
and shot her too, is evident from the record, but the prosecution told the jury
that it didn't make a difference who fired the weapon into Mendoza's head bec-
ause both individuals were equally responsible. The prosecution's statement is
contrary to § 190.2(d), and the United States Supreme Court's long-standing
recognition that, in capital cases above all, punishment must accord with in-
dividual culpability.

The gunman's statement was an admission; by saying, "I want to smoke her
too," the gunmen was admitting that he also "smoked" Moreno. But the gunman's
admission doesn't show that the suspect identified as Glass knew Moreno would
be killed, or that he could have prevented it from happening.

In light of all the reasons stated above, one must consider the state of
mind of the suspect identified as Glass when he, according to the State's key
witness, Mendoza, refused to take part in tying up the victims. This refusal
to comply with the gunman's directives is a strong indication that he wasn't
acting in concert with the gunman (this refusal to tie up the victims is also
consistent with the absence of evidence that he engaged in any violence ag-
ainst the victims.

There was evidence from which the jury could infer that the suspect
identiffed as Glass knew he was participating in an armed robbery. But nothing
at trial supported the conclusion beyond a reasonable doubt that he knew his
own actions would involve a grave risk of death.

Enmund and Tison together demonstrate that participation in an armed
robbery, without more, does not involve "engaging in criminal activities known

4,
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to carry a grave risk of death.' (Tison v. Arizona, supra, 481 U.S. at p. 157.)

The law, along with the facts and evidence in the instant case tends to
show that the evidence was insufficient as a matter of law to support the spe-
cial circumstance, and I pray that in the interest of justice, the governor
exercise his authority and find that I am statutorily ineligible for life impr-
isonment without parole.

(5) My age, (21) years old at the time of my commitment offense, and the .
factual evidence/circumstances of case should matter in determining the appro-
priateness of my seatence.

Recent scientific evidence on adolescent and young adult neurological
development shows that certain areas of the brain, particularly those areas
that affect judgment and decision making, are highly relevant to criminal beh-
avior and culpability, and do not fully develop until the early to mid-20's.
This is confirmed in the studies by Stanford University (2009), University of
Alberta (2011), and the National Institute of Mental Health (2011).

The United States Supreme Court and the California Supreme Court have
recognized in several recent precedent decisions that adolescents are still
psychologically developing in ways relevant to their culpability for criminal
behavior and their special capacity to change. Roper v. Simmons, 543 U.S 551,
569 (2005); Miller v. Alabama, 567 U.S. (2011): Graham v. Florida 560 U.S.
(2010); People v. Caballero, 55 Cal. 4th 262 (Cal. 2012); People v. Gutierrez,
58 Cal. 4th 1354 Cal. 2014.

The United States Supreme Court concluded, 'the evidence
presented to us in theses cases indicates that the science
and social science supporting Roper's and Graham's concl-
usions have become even stronger. See, e.g., Brief for
American Psychological Association et al. as Amici Curiae
3 ("[Aln ever-growing body of research in development psy-

. chology and neuroscience continues to confirm and strength-
en the Court's conclusions"); Id., at 4 ("It is increasing-
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ly clear that adolescent brains are not yet fully mature
in regions and systems related to higher-order executive
function such as impulse control, planning ahead, and
risk avoidance''); Brief for J. Lawrence Aber et al. as
Amici Curiae 12-28 (discussing post-Graham studies).
Miller v. Alabama, 567 U.S. (2012).

This research has been relied upon by the California Legislature through
its construction and implementation of Senate Bill 261. This bill expands those
eligible for a Youth Offender Parole Hearing to those who commitment offense
occurred before they reached the age of 23, and who are serving a lengthly and
indeterminate sentence (25 years to life and consecutive life sentences). .

In sum, the conclusion of the scientific research is that, due to pervas-
ive psychology deficiencies, at 21 years of age I was neurologically "similarly
situated" to prisoners currently eligible for a Youth Offender Parole Hearing.
The Untied States Supreme Court set the Chronological age bar at (18) years and
below to qualify as a "Juvénile Offender." However, the psychological character-
ics between an'(18) year old, and a (21) year old human being are equallyl und-
eveloped and equally lack maturity due to age, youth, and enviromment. This re-
ality cannot be ignored, and should prompt granting commutation of my sentence.
(6) In accordance with the United States District Courts for the Eastern
District of California and the Northern District of California, United States
District Court. composed of Three Judges pursuant to Section 2284, Title 28
United States Code, RALPH COLEMAN, et al., Plaintiffs, EDMUND G. BROWN JR.,
et al., Defendants; MARCIANO PLATA, et al., Plaintiffs, EDMUND G BROWN JR.,
et al., Defendants; THREE-JUDGE COURT ORDER TO REDUCE THE CALIFORNTA PRISON
POPULATION.

Decades of research, empirical and statistical:evidence presented by
experts in "Recidivism Characteristics," and the California Department of

Corrections and Rehabilitation own 'Validated Risk Assessment System' have
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identified me consistently as a human being who poses a LOW-RISK to public
safety, and is LESS LIKELY TO REOFFEND upon my release.

Please See EXHIBIT A for Rehabilitative Achievements (Self-Help Study
Programs, Laudatory Chrono documentation, & Certificates) in support of this
application for commutation.

For the aforementioned reasons, I respectfully request the Governor of
the State of California, MR. EDMUND G BROWN JR., to please grant commutation
of my sentence form its current state, 'Life Without the Possibility of Parole,"
to the lesser sentence of, "Life With the Possibility of Parole, all counts to
run concurrently,” in the interest of Judicial and Humanitarian Justice. Thank

you for your time and consideration.

DATE: Juno_ \, 2ol7] Signature: W 3, M
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE

Theodore Gray

In 1999, Theodore Gray and his crime partners committed a series of
robberies. During the last robbery, Mr. Gray and his crime partners broke into
Vincent Fontecchio's home and exchanged gunfire. Mr. Fontecchio was shot
multiple times and died from his injuries. On April 18, 2000, the Superior Court of
Cadlifornia, County of Shasta, sentenced Mr. Gray to 25 years to life for murder
with a 10-year firearm enhancement, plus five years for robbery, a total prison
term of 40 years to life.

Mr. Gray was 22 years old when he committed these crimes. He is now 42
and has been in prison for 20 years. While incarcerated, Mr. Gray has turned his
life around. Mr. Gray earned a bachelor's degree and became a certified
alcohol and drug counselor. Mr. Gray has participated in numerous self-help
programs and has facilitated many classes. He participated in a juvenile
diversion program in which he talked to students about how his choices, beliefs,
and behavior led to his incarceration. ‘Mr. Gray has received commendations
from correctional staff. A correctional lieutenant praised Mr. Gray for being a
positive role model to other inmates and wrote, "He is a frue example to other
inmate participants in the self-help groups offered [at the prison]. Mr. Gray has
a positive attitude that complements his leadership. | have observed Gray to
take full advantage of every opportunity to better himself and others. Mr. Gray
will be a positive influence when he is ultimately reconnected with his family and
the community.”

Mr. Gray committed several serious crimes, including the one that took
the life of Mr. Fontecchio. He has expressed sincere remorse for his crimes. Mr.
Cray has dedicated himself to rehabilitation and has worked hard to set a
positive example for his peers. | have carefully considered and weighed the
evidence of his conduct in prison. | have concluded that Mr. Gray is ready to
be released on parole.

This act of clemency for Mr. Gray does not minimize or forgive his conduct
or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
tfransform himself.

g
[2mes) 64
S

/Qx.
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THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby commute the sentence of Theodore Gray to release

him on parole.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and
caused the Great Seal of the State
of Cdlifornia to be affixed this 27th
day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of Cadlifornia

ATTEST:

0., 000

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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Goverrior Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramento, California 95814 .
R'E-APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION AND PARDON

Complete: thns form if in the last three years, you submstted acommutationor pardon. application to a past administration,
or obtamed a Certificate of - Rehablhtatlon ‘and wish Governor Newsom to consider your application. Do not submit any
additional documenits about your case until requested to do so by the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings.

if you submitted -an application to Governor Newsom after January 7, 2019, your application is pending; do not submit
this form. Learn more about the commutation and pardon process at www.gov:ca.gov/clemency or. mail a réquest for
information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name (Last/First/Middle): (s Name on Prior Application (if different): _“Sapt e

CDCR Number: PIsSH L2 Name-f_;o__f Facility/Prison: £°X & ‘fbcb'fea(a\aj&
: : '5 ™ .
Residence Address: YZ'L&'}{IMD.E Tl e P Box %A Sfe ac‘( (A az49¢

Mailing: Address (if differént): "'E)o_s;ﬂ{,

. i ; :; y , ‘
Home/Cell Phone: /&Z/A - ‘Work Phone: /\1//{ - ‘Email: /\/!/54 —
 previously submitted: E‘Abplif_c_ation_ for Commutation of Sentence

[ Certificate of Rehabilitation
L] Application for Pardon

Did you ﬁeceive acase number or any corresﬁondence from the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parcle Hearings
regarding your application? Have you been interviewed regarding your appli’c‘at_ion?; if yes, please describe:

B =

lLL (a-«e_ mumj\.a* | Mu Sr.or R R R CoM—"IS(o‘('!?

by -s,«lmar TTA&-(—;‘aa.tar (marnt '*Egﬁr' o
oo e

‘Date

Applicant Signature

y ./ VAL

SURMIT COMPLETED FORM TO:
THE OFFICE-OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL ATTN: LEGAL AFFAIRS/CI.EMENCY SACRAMENTYO, CA 95814.

DO NOT SUBMIT ANY OTHER DOCUMENTS AT THIS TIME. y
New 2019
Re-Application Form, _p.a_?ey& of ?
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| | Com 7344-18

4 N
' . RECEIVED
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE
( Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. - State Capitol - Sacramento, California 95814 | -0) Acrains

APPLICATION FOR
COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE

Complete this application to request a commutation of sentence from the Governor. A commutation is a reduction or elimination
of a sentence. If granted, this application will become a public record, however specific personal information will be redacted

(hidden) before it is made available to the public.

) ) APPLICANT INFORMATION
Name: | I l Jra ‘A.;,,,, § —«r—‘f Date of Birth: _ Inmate ID: [~ __g N A2
adaress:_ 'O Oox. (624 Sofeoleal, CA 97900 racimy: C N} foe [

1. Conviction Summary:

2. Briefly describe the circumstances of the crime(s) for which you are requesting a commutation (attach additional
pagesasnecessary) |
Alojember 2% 29 andd December 3, 499 X > ¢ (veteed jd miae !
ol three home kel Cobbertes . Ox Deceadser X 214 e oy ofeSoadls rfﬂ, -
soa X boube b Mr et Babeeciits bame ol 4 e sonpsl e b & pab Lo
,x [ &5 alryss .\p‘o{ Moaxd . (Plesase See attocle J ":L e Comble e Gt )¢
3 Explain why you are requesting a commutation (attach additional pages as necessary)
ks eivic, the ¢ of ( fFeirn ke . et X2 yng ‘
{.‘L . Movrc ¥ & \"{ b Y- the re Ae T 2
_—— o phale s H. e o ! o', . (P
{ heo! PEEL Yo~ Conns /4.‘; A% \\) e
4. Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a commutatigm (attach addltlonal pages If necessary):
T e [;A} ‘*-,'{f»\;c_ £ e 5 are {eseir /el ot \( Y/ e
_‘Jl,'gj‘\"(‘ Tgen  Sor £ oo [ete Onmeder b - B
5 If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist in the preparation of this application, list their name,

address, and amount paid or given (required by Penal Code section 4807.2):

,A;/_’,{’_/,/Lf, A =< e

Rev. 09/25/2013
Application for Commutation of Sentence, Page 1
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' Application for Commutation of Sentence
(Continued)

Application Information

Name: Theodore R. Gray D.O.B: -1977 Inmate ID: P75522
Address: P.O. Box 689, Soledad CA, 9960 Facility: CTF — C

1. Conviction Summary:

Offenses Date County Sentence

(1) 187 (A) 1" Degree Murder 12/3/99 Shasta 25 years-to-life + 10 year gun enhancement
(1) 212.5 (A) 1°T Degree Robbery ~ 12/3/99 Shasta 3 Years

(1) 212.5 (A) 15T Degree Robbery  12/3/99 Shasta 2Years

THE SUBSEQUENT CHARGES WERE RUN CONCURRENTLY WITH THE ABOVE SENTENCE

(4) 212.5 (A) Attempted Robbery ~ 12/3/99 Shasta Concurrent
(1) 597 (A) Cruelty to Animals 12/3/99 Shasta Concurrent
(8) 212.5 (A) 1" Degree Robbery ~ 11/29/99 Shasta Concurrent
(1) 459 1" Degree Burglary 11/28/99 Shasta Concurrent

2. Briefly describe the circumstances of the crime(s) for which you are requesting commutation (attach
additional pages as necessary):

On November 28, 29, and December 3, of 1999, I participated in one burglary and three home invasion armed
robberies. On December 3, my two co-defendants and I broke into Mr. Vincent Fonteccio’s home and attempted
to rob him of his drugs and money. When I confronted Mr. Fonteccio, he fired his weapon shooting me three
times, at which point myself and Jeff Dumont fired back killing him.

3. Explain why you are requesting 2 commutation (attach additional pages as necessary):

I am asking the state of California to issue trust that I no longer pose a threat to society. I believe that there are
three reasons Governor Brown can make this decision in good faith.

First I understand that I am fully responsible for murdering Vincent Fonteccio. Between my two co-defendants
m and myself, I am the most culpable. While they certainly each have their own
share of culpability, the 1deas and rationale for our crimes originated in my mind and in my heart. I firmly

believe that had I been unwilling to proceed, then Jason and Jeff would have both been unwilling to go on
committing these senseless acts of violence. Moreover, I understand that I am also the one responsible for the
beliefs and values that I internalized throughout my adolescence and young adulthood. Looking back, there
were virtues that my dad attempted to instill within me, which I ultimately decided to reject. I remember his
lessons about being honest, working hard, and taking care of one’s family. Had I adopted these virtues, I believe
they would have tempered any of the beliefs about the effectiveness of anger, aggression, and violence that I
perverted to justify being a criminal.

Second, by the grace of God, the devastating impact of the numerous destructive choices of my youth has
pierced me to the core of my being. I have spent considerable time working to develop a full understanding of

214 - 2020 Executive Report on Clemency



' ' Application for Commutation of Sentence
(Continued)

Application Information

Name: Theodore R. Gray D.0.B: 977 Inmate ID: P75522
Address: P.O. Box 689, Soledad CA, 9960 Facility: CTF - C

the unimaginable ways that the victims were affected by my horrific actions (See Appendix A). The level of
contrition in my heart is difficult to express in words. I have attempted to express my remorse in letters to the
Shasta County District Attorney and the Fonteccio family (See Appendix B) however; I believe the best
evidence of true contrition is a transformed life. I spent my youth being a taker and I deeply regret taking the
life of Vincent Fonteccio. Today, however, the posture of my heart is evident in the way I live my life.

Third, I have deep insight into the ways in which I used the circumstances of my childhood and adolescence to
justify my anger, aggression, and violence (See Appendix A). For example, starting fights was forbidden, but if
someone else started the fight, I was taught to finish the fight. Even as a young boy, I enjoyed the benefits of
being regarded as a tough guy. I would posture as a victim (or someone who was defending a victim) to justify
victimizing someone else. I continued this pattern of behavior throughout my youth, and I had eventually
distorted my dad’s original intention enough to justify robbing drug dealers and murdering Vincent Fonteccio.

I continued to think and behave this way throughout the first years of my incarceration. I was initially unwilling
to hope for a second chance in society. My earliest possible parole date was 40 years away and I was
surrounded by people who believed that lifers were fated to die in prison. Many inmates would regurgitate a
quote they attributed to then Governor Gray Davis that said, “The only way murderers will ever leave prison is
in a body bag.” I am not even certain these words belonged to the Governor, but the truth is that it would not
have mattered; it was enough for me to justify “doing what I had to do to survive in prison.” This attitude
earned me four disciplinary write-ups from 2002 to 2004 (See Appendix C).

Finally, as a youth offender (as defined under SB261), it is true that I often acted impulsively. It is also true that
I iacked the discipline to fully consider the consequences of my actions. I am on record with the Shasta County
detectives saying, “I thought that he (Vincent Fonteccio) would submit to our show of force.” That of course,
was an absurd rationale, but it was how I thought at the time. Today, I would give anything to go back and undo
all of the pain and tragedy I have caused, unfortunately I cannot. Since 2007, however, I have done everything
in my power to become a decent human being. Below, in my response to question #4, I hope you will discover
that I have made considerable progress toward that end.

4. Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a commutation (attach additional
pages if necessary):

I realize that sentence commutations are reserved for inmates who have utilized their incarceration to become
responsible citizens. Initially, I squandered my time in prison adhering to the criminal norms of the prison
culture. By the fall of 2007, after attending a 3-day Alternative to Violence Workshop (See Appendix D), I
made the decision that I would no longer allow my choices to be governed by the criminal norms of my
environment. I was still facing a minimum eligible parole date of 2039 and I had no way of knowing that I
would eventually benefit from future youth offender legislation. It was in spite of that bleak future that I
determined to change my life. I understand there is nothing I can do to atone for murdering Mr. Vince
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' Application for Commutation of Sentence
(Continued)

Application Information

Name: Theodore R. Gray D.O.B: -1 977 Inmate ID: P75522
Address: P.O. Box 689, Soledad CA, 9960 Facility: CTF - C

Fonteccio, but I have done everything in my power to become a man of character and to make amends for the
destructive choices of my youth.

With the unwavering support of my father, I have been able to earn a college education. In 1995, I graduated
high school at the bottom of my class (ranked 162 out of 176). In 2016, I graduated Cum Laude with a 3.5 GPA
and a Bachelor of Science in Health Care Administration from California Coast University (See Appendix E).
Moreover, I am on schedule to complete a Master of Arts in Organizational Leadership in the fall of 2018. In
2014, 1 earned a professional credential as a Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor (CADC) with the California
Consortium of Addiction Programs and Professionals (CCAPP) (See Appendix F). It was for this achievement
that I received a Certificate of Recognition from then Senator Pro-tem Darrell Steinberg (See Appendix G). In
2016, T was able to upgrade my certification to a CADC II. From 2011 to 2012, T earned certificates of career
preparation as an Alcohol and Drug Studies Specialist I & II from Palo Verde Community College. In 2011, I
also earned a Victims Advocacy Certification from Adams State University.

I currently serve as the Chairman of the Phoenix Alliance Inmate Activity Group (See Appendix H). It has been
our vision to transform the culture of prison, by which I mean to create a culture wherein we expect each other
to honor our highest commitments i.e. to be faithful sons, brothers, husbands, fathers, and citizens. Together, we
have built meaningful community partnerships with Palma School, Hartnell Community College, and the Crop
Organization. Palma is a prestigious all boys Catholic college preparatory school in Salinas. Through working
with Palma in various capacities for the past few years, we developed a deep appreciation for the opportunities
they afforded their students. With this in mind, we created the Men Built for Others Scholarship to provide a
young man from a gang-stressed community with the opportunity to attend Palma. In the past 15 months, we
have raised more than $21,000 to provide Syon Newsom-Green with this opportunity ($12,000 has been
donated by inmates from within CTF and with the support of the Crop Organization we have raised more than
$9,000 from our outside community partners). We have also raised more than $10,000 to provide at-risk youth
with financial aid to attend Hartnell Community College. It was in recognition of our transformational
initiatives that Hartnell asked us to deliver our Leadership4Life Seminar to their students. Hartnell has since
incorporated this seminar into their Ethnic Studies curricula and we deliver the seminar at least once per

semester.

Finally, I have totally immersed myself in the Christian and self-help community. I have done this for two
reasons: first, I recognize that I must remain committed to my own personal development. Second, I enjoy the
camaraderie of being part of a culture of people who have discovered the significance of living their lives
committed to a cause bigger than themselves. Should you grant my request for commutation, you can be
confident that I no longer pose a threat to society and that I am prepared for a successful transition into the
community as a gainfully employed citizen (See Appendix J). More importantly, you can depend on me to
return to the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation as soon as I am permitted in order to
continue the mission of transforming the culture of prison.
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STATEMENT OF NOTICE TO DISTRICT ATTORNEY AND DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY

This application may be submitted to the Board of Parole Hearings for investigation and recommendation pursuant to Penal
Code section 4812. This application may also be submitted to law enforcement or other agencies for investigation or recommendation.

Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805 require that you give the District Attorney in the county of conviction written notice of your
intention to apply for a commutation. You must complete the Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency {attached) and mail it to

the District Attorney before submitting this application to the Governor’s Office.

A ‘l’qu[orz ? G i‘&\/ , declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that I

{Print Full Name) é__
have served the District Attorney of the County of _ 5L‘~‘$ n with notice of my intent to apply for a
{Name of County*)

commutation.
! further declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information I have provided on this
application is true and correct. | understand that any omission or misstatement of facts may result in the denial of the application and

the filing of perjury charges against me.

muJ s/ 2"_/ &

Applicant’s Signature Date

*If Applicable, List Additional Counties Here {Send Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency to All Counties Listed)

Rev. 09/25/2013
Application for Commutation of Sentence, Page 2
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE
James Hairris

In 1988, James Harris and his crime partner shot and killed Alvin Crockett
and Karen Lee during a drug-related kidnapping. On December 14, 1994, the
Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles, sentenced Mr. Harris to two
consecutive terms of life without the possibility of parole for two counts of
murder.

Mr. Harris was 25 years old at the time of the crime and is now 57. He has
been incarcerated for more than 30 years. In his application for clemency, Mr.
Harris acknowledged his past mistakes and wrote, “Over the past 28 years in
prison, | have been able to reflect on the life | once lived. I've realized that | was
not living as a civil human being. My lawlessness and lack of concern for others
were selfish choices friggered by greed. Now through God's grace and mercy,
through self-help classes and higher education, | have developed a true respect
for all life."”

While serving a sentence that allowed no hope of release from prison, Mr.
Harris has committed himself to his rehabilitation. Mr. Harris has maintained an
excellent disciplinary record. He has resided on the Progressive Programming
Facility, an honor yard. A correctional officer commended Mr. Harris for his
positive attitude and wrote that he “exhibits the qualities of what is considered a
model inmate,” “takes personal responsibility for his actions,” and “displays
good conduct and emotional intelligence.” Another correctional officer wrote
that Mr. Harris “interacts well with others and displays consistent leadership
qualities.” Mr. Harris has participated in self-help programming, is currently
working as a peer mentor, and is enrolled in vocational training.

Mr. Harris’'s commutation application was reviewed by the Board of Parole
Hearings, which voted at an en banc meeting to recommend a clemency
grant. The Cadlifornia Supreme Court also made a recommendation for a
clemency grant, a process required by the Cadlifornia Constitution for cases in
which the applicant has been convicted of more than one felony.

Mr. Harris committed a serious crime that took the lives of Mr. Crockett
and Ms. Lee. Since then, Mr. Harris has committed himself to self-improvement. |
have carefully considered and weighed the evidence of Mr. Harris's positive
conduct in prison, the fact that he was a youthful offender, and his good
prospects for successful community reentry. | have concluded that Mr. Harris
merits the opportunity to make his case to the Board of Parole Hearings so it can
determine whether he is suitable for parole.

This act of clemency for Mr. Harris does not minimize or forgive his conduct
or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

f,m_ﬁ’?g.ﬁ}‘um
S
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THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of Cdlifornia, do hereby commute the sentence of James Harris to 30 years to
life.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and
caused the Great Seal of the State
of California to be affixed this 27th
day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

Q0,000

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State

s

e
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L/\—( F{EbElVED

\ | S ‘ L\
P . _— @\/‘ ot MAR 1 4 2017

7/ Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. - State Capitol - Sacramento, Callfornia 95814  goyERNOR'S OFFICE
7 LEGAL AFFAIRS

4 APPLICATION FOR
COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE

Complete this application to request a commutation of sentence from the Governor. A commutation is a reduction or elimination
of a sentence. If granted, this application will become a public record, however specific personal Information will be redacted

(hidden) before it Is made avallable to the public.
APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name: GAN\E- <7 Eb WAKB L\AWI-S Date ofBlrth:-’_ég_ Inmate ID: 3—46 320
Address: 44750 40'“' streed we b{ ancml'e;, CA CIBJJL} Facllity: & ] "k—" A3-2.2 OP

- 1. Convliction Summary:

Listall prigr conviction$, including any in otheér states or countries. I_;g:gh atditio

BES | pssa
Offense(s): Date of offense(s): County of conviction(s): ' - S;thenCe(s):.
Mucder 12-16-%% Los Ao eles Lwo?
Harde( 12-16- %% Los Ape(es Lwo?
Kidna¢ 12-1b~3% Los Acieles bYrs.

Briefly describe the circumstances of the crime(s) for which you are requesting a commutation {attach additional
pages as necessary):

T was hvm:x n G Wie o% Clime. selling Coc_qmc:“lfn [ate
o af

M tee ancd Hi, uactf»# wele inveslved . Je.%&cu amd sty called] me uel fold me
M. Cosc ket wanded fo seil him Seme cocatne. . T wert 4o his avkudmend awl

3. Explali why you are requesting a commutatlon (attach additional pages as necessary):

Tam Placing mysel§ ot Your mercy anl (tquesting Commudation of Seritence

for the gxotoqu feasams. Ovey Hhe oot 25415, in Vfisen T have been able fo
el lect on dhe 1ile T oee Uved, Thve ctalized dhet T wies not i ns 49s Q
Ciutl humen beiny . My lawlessness and lack of (encesrn forotlers were 5&1@,5(‘1

Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a commutation (attach additional pa esif new)
I yvu«ld ceceive (ommudation hecause T have woital On mysel§ axl

ile  apel T only fook Sonderd 4o living & uod Qﬂrm R odhen Alven e

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist in the preparation of this application, list their name,
address, and amount pald or given (required by Penal Code section 4807.2): W

Rev. 09/25/2013
Application for Commutation of Sentence, Page 1
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* STATEMENT OF NOTICE TO DISTRICT ATTORNEY AND DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY, OF PERJURY

e

s | o e ———— e ————— e e —— ——— -

= B e L i i

This application may be submitted to the Board of Parole Hearings for investigation and recommendation pursuant to Penal
Code section 4812. This application may also be submitted to law enforcement or other agencies for investigation or recommendation.

Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805 require that you give the District Attorney in the county of conviction written notice of your
intention to apply for a commutation. You must complete the Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency (attached) and mail it to

the District Attorney before submitting this application to the Governor’s Office.

ID-_QQ]_CQ Etfulafc( I-( ¢ r 1S, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that |
{Print Full Name) o
have served the District Attorney of the County of (s Ancieles with notice of my intent to apply fora
(Name of County*)

commutation. .

4

| further declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information | have provided on this
application is true and correct. | understand that any omission or misstatement of facts may result in the denial of the application and

the filing of perjury charges against me.

' @ka) C'/f'(a’\,fwi 3-5-17

' Applicant’s Signature Date

*|f Applicable, List Additional Counties Here (Send Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency to All Counties Listed)

N/

Rev. 08/25/2013
Application for Commutaticn of Sentence, Page 2
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}’ To the District Attorney of L5 Ange/ €5 __ County: Please take notice that I, 33:»19,: E. ¢ (o,rr vS
tf
¢

was convicted of the crime of n!Wde{ anfl ﬁ'dng(?

cormmmitted in L°5 A/l SKI &5 County, California, on the date of | &~ /6~ 5%
: RECEIVED
| whil submit this application to the Governor of the State of Callfornia.
APR 0 4 2017
’; GOVERNOR'S OFFICE
Uome, & i o i
/ Applicant's Signaturé ' Date -

do hereby acknowledge recelpt of notice from%m #n/\/\,(/g

that he/she Intends to apply to the Governor of the State of California for a commutation of sentence.

e boatrace wtg g

Date \%/ZD/ yaD )
" B v 4

H

District Attorney: Please Return this Notice to the Governor's Office, Attn: Legal Affairs, State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814,

Rev. 09/25/2013
Notice of Intention to Apply for Cornmutation of Sentence
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p*2)

©*3)

James E.farris
#JH6320
Attactment: Conviction Summary
Kidpe? 12-16=38  Los Ageles G, Lwef
Assuald Witk Brearm  10-3-74  Los Aoeles G, 3yrs.
Petty The&t 630 Los Mngeles G, 200 days

waHee! Sor M Cloctef 4o arfive. Whes, he dd fullecl ou-t my
fistol anch clemanded he dell e where my drugs were of. He
Hold me. at his auntt house . T went there ol fednemel He
Cocaine. | T vetuwne] 4o MQ&(\/B G(orﬁnm-ﬁ ael removes! "(\tm
el Shaupfelly murdeses] Hhem .

Choices rigaerec] by greed Ned Hhroush God> greee. and mescsf,
Jhioagh Self-help classes anol higher educseion, T have deve(ope
a true vespect Serall Se. Come('ing My Sendencx Loeme_ mes
dhect T am asting Sor e opfurdanity o Shed Hhet Tye oot it
riohf, T undlecitone] clnl obediesme anel haman decency , that T
Value haman 52 . Commudting Mmef e dence 4o me 16 | ece.\vhb
a blessing anel not o Crez_ cide. , T+ (Rfresents yeal wort on
Sel§ et can @5\1&{ be Acticed by otters, and n Heic Cwa“‘\‘L(
Sor 15 rum( Can ofSer frissmers o WJauf Ot o0& Prison suce
he or she as Connecdes! with a_ new qnel heter wosp o living,
T am Yesuesting Commodoion 0& sentence becaase T ana
certaln fhot T am 2ol 4o \iye a Pleductive. anl law abiding
i§2. T am Qovttive Aot he foold el fechniques Hhet T
have. acquired dhrsagh Hhe many clesses WAl hely me mage
Joocl choices in my [(5¢. T s \oopr have ner Seel 4he neec
4 dorx w\\quigb\\ p/wc«l‘&(b im‘o mep Oin kcwls.‘: G Qudar
68 e Higpers et can resald in bad decisions, and T om
erually Gware OF the Sact Hat T can avoid anel or defise
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James thrz E
#Jk 320
WQCllmm-/f (onviction Summar(
(ond Q‘* 3) -ﬂ,ost si'fuq-{{cnb, ose qre Py c/miceﬂ).

P#4) Oppurtundy fo Search mysel§ drom within, T grabbesl holo(a §
Hhese oppuctunities in Hhe form of Selb-felp classes /
Jabs, vocationad +raining @l Gllege Courses, T have
been (’onﬁi;—@ﬂ»//c/ been QﬂGr-/ of fhe wWork /ct:fuca—/(bq
Privelese. greup Since 1997 whick tncluded Vocortisna (
O ke Sewices, Vocrksn Rinting, ADA Care Qver; Gulinary
Worker, ? LA, meta( fopricetion | Puble (dkge,, quol 8:/1(—4%
Classes whizh incluckd Ak /MA , ReSsrmess Unantmesus,
Tarning Povnt /Prep , Paviny the way, (atalyst Focwnal fiens
House o8 heslins) gral instikitioa! T froarams, T have_ eiotes
anel hove bees, educcded on Pestyive. ‘%iﬂkfr@ %roujh PPE, /
Posiive. ﬂ’%m‘aj Fecil, T have receives! gn Qmazing View
dal respect Jar QU 1S, Clvil chedience., Bunin, up o my fesp-
onsibilities, Ssecl word ethics amf Community Service, Thirvs, ny
Salvetion in Christ @l yrace 06Qod | T hame a.gr.m/ desire
4 (e o Productie. arol @il I5e, T wort 4o help otbers
any wef T ¢an, T houe_valuable iwsight on +oubles| Youth
T Ccan share, T nexd heve Hhe ’IIDU/S a! M/)tﬂ/ St £ be Gz
s haye onpethy anel SYmpadthy Sor oflers, The. @Sarmrtion
Grel HrannSermedisy, in ey JSe 15 true., 5 -t me
Commectation 0 senfenck Wil be a Sefping stne fonards
the iSe T now desir 40 live amgst my Sellov me,.

T @n assare You et opanting my teguest wiile) he greedy
_ Witeclates] Gol Yoo in Goeals not mere words Thank sy

Sar i ConSilerations.
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE
David Jassy

In 2008, David Jassy punched John Osnes during an altercation, then
unintentionally struck him with his car when was leaving, resulting in his death.
On March 4, 2010, the Superior Court of Cdlifornia, County of Los Angeles,
sentenced Mr. Jassy to 15 years to life for murder.

Mr. Jassy is now 45 years old and has been incarcerated for 11 years. In
his application for clemency, Mr. Jassy expressed deep remorse for this crime,
writing, “I redlize that the night | ook Mr. Osnes's life | forfeited my right to
freedom, and that there is no way anything | do going forward will make up for
my actions."”

While in prison, Mr. Jassy has demonstrated a genuine commitment to his
rehabilitation. He participated in self-help programming and is currently
enrolled in college courses. Mr. Jassy has been involved in San Quentin's media
program and has earned the respect of correctional staff. A sponsor of the
music program praised Mr. Jassy for his positive contributions to the program
and his work with youthful offenders, writing, “During this time, [Mr. Jassy] has
shown continued devotion, commitment, and dedication to the music program
through his attendance, participation and contributions. . . He is a valued
member of the music program among his fellow inmates and continues to
support and encourage those around him whether through his music or personal
conduct.”

Mr. Jassy committed a serious crime that ended the life of Mr. Osnes.
Since then, he has committed himself to his rehabilitation. | have carefully
considered and weighed the evidence of Mr. Jassy's positive conduct in prison
and his good prospects for successful community reentry. | have concluded
that Mr. Jassy is ready to be released on parole.

This act of clemency for Mr. Jassy does not minimize or forgive his conduct
or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

by
]
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THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by

virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
- of California, do hereby commute the sentence of David Jassy to release him
on parole.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and
caused the Great Seadl of the State
of Cdlifornia to be affixed this 27th
day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

Q0,000

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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Governor Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramento, California 95814

RE-APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION AND PARDON

Complete this form if in the last three years, you submitted a commutation or pardon application to a past administration,
or obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, and wish Governor Newsom to consider your application. Do not submit any
additional documents about your case until requested to dg so by the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings.
If you submitted an application to Governor Newsom after January 7, 2019, your application is pending; do not submit
this form. Learn more about the commutation and pardon process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for
information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name (Last/First/Middle): ,%Sﬂ[&gWMgﬁgﬁ Name on Prior Application (if different):

Date of Birth: -L‘f T4 Social Security Number: ¢t Zew o&;, SNedein

CDCR Number: A 9Q2.>> Name of Facility/Prison: _ Sawn. (Dueu WA S‘h&*e_ Pr: SV
Residence Address: __ 4 "N“égl. s.QsX . Saw O\A&M\*;\/\I, CA 947 F+49 .
Mailing Address (if different): |
Home/Cell Phone: Work Phone: Email:

| previously submitted: B’Application for Commutation of Sentence

[ Certificate of Rehabilitation
[J Application for Pardon

Did you receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings
regarding your application? Have you been interviewed regarding your application? If yes, please describe:

p‘%lfk\ 0%/22 /20l 4

/A'pplicant Signaturew— Date

SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO:
THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL, ATTN: LEGAL AFFAIRS/CLEMENCY, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814.
DO NOT SUBMIT ANY OTHER DOCUMENTS AT THIS TIME.

New 2019
Re-Application Form, Page 1 of 1

227 - 2020 Executive Report on Clemency



Governor Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramento, California 95814
NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR CLEMENCY

You must send notice of your intent to apply for clemency (commutation of sentence or pardon) to the district attorney
when you apply. Complete and mail this form to the district attorney in the county/counties of your conviction(s) for

which you are seeking a commutation or pardon when you submit your application for clemency to the Governor's
Office.

To the District Attorney of Los Angeles David Moses Jassy

County: Please take notice that |,

J

(Name of County) {Print Full Name of Applicant)
was convicted of SECONd degree murder onthe date o MArch 4,2010
(Name of Crime) (Date of Conviction)
committed in Los Angeles County, California,

(Name of County)

I will submit this application for (check one) &l commutation [J pardon to the Governor of the State of California.

77:@: 5/14 /2019

Applicant Signatﬁ're Date

This section to be completed by the District Attorney only.
DISTRICT ATTORNEY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

l, , District Attorney of the County of
(Name of District Attorney) (Name of County)

do hereby acknowledge receipt of notice from , that applicant intends to
(Name of Applicant)

apply to the Governor of the State of California for clemency.

Signed

Date

District Attorney:
Please return this Notice to the Governor's Office, Attn: Legal Affairs, Clemency, State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814,

Rev. 2019
Notica of Intent to Apply, Page 1 of 1
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NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY

This notice is required by Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805.

To the District Attorney of L0S AWMGELES County: Please take notice that |, PAvip nesés JAss4

was convicted of the crime of S€¢on d ﬂ;,r(.c W‘U/rdévl assawt Gd ﬁ.ﬁmuﬂ#ﬂd béﬂwj

committedin _ LOS ANGELES County, California, on the date of Nov tiber 2 3{ 2008 |
RECEIVED

| will submit this application to the Governor of the State of California.

\
Applicant’s Signature

DISTRICT ATTORNEY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

This section to be completed by the District Attorney only.

1, PJ m 'r ~ k) M/'L‘;{ 740 , District Attorney of the County of LD‘( /4'-3,@@ ,

do hereby acknowledge receipt of notice from p 2 d, ./L{ 05-£4 94&4’} ’

that he/she intends to apply to the Governor of the State of California for a commutation of sentence.

Signed lé M/&j'““ e, )"70/

Date //},//6
/77

District Attorney: Please Return this Notice to the Governor’s Office, Attn: Legal Affairs, State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814.

Rev. 09/25/2013
Notice of Intention to Apply for Commutation of Sentence

229 - 2020 Executive Report on Clemency



Commutation Questions

1. Conviction Summary

As a juvenile in Stockholm, Sweden, I participated as an accessory in a
robbery by driving a car away from the business that was robbed. I was convicted
in 1993 and sentenced to 8 months in jail. | served 4, 5 months of my sentence.

2. Briefly describe the circumstances of the crime for which you are
requesting a commutation?

On the night of November 234, 2008, I made the worst decision of my life
when I took the life of John Osnes, a man I had never met before. My girlfriend and I
were in town from Sweden for work and we were leaving a nightclub in Los Angeles.
I was driving an S.U.V. that [ had rented and as I was pulling out of the parking lot, |
drove into a crosswalk and stopped at the stop sign. A nearby pedestrian, John
Osnes, saw my vehicle enter the crosswalk and came over to my car and banged his
fists on the vehicle. Immediately I was filled with anger. I got out of the vehicle and
punched Mr. Osnes one time and kicked him once.

As [ got back in the car, another man tried to break the glass on the driver
side window. I quickly put the car in gear and drove away. Coming back to my
apartment, | knew I had assaulted Mr. Osnes, but I did not know that I had tragically
ended his life.

The following day, police came to my apartment and arrested me. Once at the
station, they informed me that when I drove away the night before, the S.U.V. had

driven over Mr. Osnes and he had died. When I heard Mr. Osnes had died [ was
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immediately filled with remorse and wished that there was something I could do to
undo the harm I had caused. Unfortunately, there wasn’t anything I could do then or
now that would make up for my actions. I think about Mr. Osnes daily and feel deep
remorse and regret for the pain I have caused his family and friends by killing him.

3. Explain why you are requesting a commutation?

When I was 17 years old, my mother was murdered in a road rage incident while
I watched in horror from the back seat. My brother and sister who were also in the
car were severely injured. My father had left when I was a child, so after my
mother’s death | moved in with my grandparents, and tried to go on living life as
normally as possible. [ was filled with anger and pain but had no healthy way to
express my emotions. One day, at the local youth center I participated in a music
program. Standing at the microphone, I found myself finally able to start talking
about the struggles I was dealing with, but I still had a hard time understanding my
own emotions or even reflecting on how the trauma I had witnessed was impacting
my daily behavior. At 22, [ became a father to a beautiful baby boy and my life
became focused on supporting him and giving him as many opportunities in life as |
could.

[ realize that the night [ took Mr. Osnes’s life I forfeited my right to freedom, and
that there is no way anything I do going forward will make up for my actions. As I
began to learn more about Mr. Osnes, [ learned that he was also a musician and also
from Scandinavia.

Coming to prison changed my life in that I have finally been taught the tools I

needed to recognize the trauma I experienced, understand why I made the bad
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decisions I have. I have also identified and addressed the anger and hurt stemming
from the trauma I experienced in my childhood, and have learned how to express
emotions in a healthy manner. [ now have the tools to respond peacefully instead of
react impulsively and I know I will not repeat my crime.

While in prison I've created a program to teach the youth offenders
incarcerated at San Quentin how to express their pain and emotions through hip
hop music. After legislative changes were made and more youth offenders began
coming to San Quentin Prison, I noticed that there was a special need for
programming for them and decided to start the Youth Offender Mixtape Project.
Through this program [ work one on one with the youth as a mentor to help them
write lyrics that tell their stories without using curse words, glorifying violence, or
disrespecting women. This project has received national attention and will
hopefully influence non-incarcerated youth to pursue better paths than the youth on
the mixtape and I have.

While the work I do in the prison is valuable to the youth here, I believe that
it can be even more valuable on the outside where I can influence youth not to make
the same bad decisions that I did.

If my sentence is commuted to manslaughter, I will return to Sweden where |
have a job offer to run a music program for at risk youth. I want to teach them what
[ have learned in prison- how to identify unhealthy emotions and how to express
their pain and anger in a productive way through music. I hope their music will in
turn inspire other youth to work on themselves and find more productive ways to

express themselves than drugs, violence, and crime.
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Being granted a commutation would also give me an opportunity to return home
to my son. He was ten years old when I left Sweden and while I have done my best
to be a father to him while I have been in prison, it has been very hard. I know what
it is like to grow up without a father in the home, and I hope that in returning home I
can become a better role model for him and make up for the years of his life that I
missed because of my actions, and help guide him into adulthood.

4. Provide a brief statement of why you should be granted a commutation?

I've taken accountability for my actions and I am committed to addressing the
root cause of my behavior that night. I have participated in extensive prison
programming through which I have learned to recognize the ripple effects of my
actions, how to recognize my own triggers, how to recognize and peacefully express
my anger, and how to deescalate situations around me. Not a day goes by without
me thinking of the damage that I have caused Mr. Osnes and his family.

One of the first programs I participated in at Solano, focused on making us aware
of the broader impact our crimes had on the community. It opened my eyes to
realize how many people had been hurt by my actions. Other programming I have
participated in has allowed me to both explore and process pain and trauma I
experienced as an adolescent when [ witnessed my mother’s murder, and has given
me the tools I need to process grief and anger in a healthy manner.

During my time in Solano Prison, [ worked as a tutor for the G.E.D students in
English and Math. When [ came to San Quentin, I took advantage of the opportunity
to take classes at the Prison University and participate in additional programming.

While at San Quentin, I have also maintained employment in the prison media
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center working as a sound engineer for the KALW radio program, San Quentin TV,
the Ear Hustle Podcast, and SQPR. Additionally, I created the Youth Offender
Program Mixtape described above and work hard to mentor the youth that come to
San Quentin Prison.

If my sentence is commuted, I will continue my work with disadvantaged youth
and music on the outside. I believe that I can make a difference in these youths lives
as a mentor by giving them a productive way to channel their energy and keeping
them off of the streets and out of a life of crime.

I feel humbled by the supporting letters for this commutation application from
prison staff, volunteers in the prison, my family, members of the public and
individuals involved with me through my work. [ respectfully request the
opportunity to return to my family in Sweden where [ will continue my path to give

back to the community and help youth.

5. Ifyou have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist in the
preparation of this application, list their name, address, and amount
paid or given.

Not applicable.
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE
Dominic Johnson

In 1999, Dominic Johnson shot and injured Hosie Houston during a gang-
related shooting. On September 15, 2000, the Superior Court of Cdlifornia,
County of Sacramento, sentenced Mr. Johnson to three years for shooting at an
occupied vehicle, plus 26 years of sentence enhancements, a total prison term
of 29 years to life.

Mr. Johnson was 21 years old at the time of the crime and he is now 41.
He has been incarcerated for 20 years. While in prison, Mr. Johnson has
demonstrated a commitment to his self-improvement and rehabilitation. He has
consistently participated in self-help programming. In 2016, Mr. Johnson
received the Leadership and Insight Award through his Criminals and Gang
Members Anonymous class. Mr. Johnson has been commended by many prison
staff members for being respectful and dependable, his leadership skills, his
positive attitude, and his strong work ethic. Mr. Johnson also contributed to a
book aimed at helping young people avoid the juvenile justice system. He has
completed vocational training in janitorial services and is currently enrolled in
vocational training for electronics.

Due to a sentence calculation error, Mr. Johnson was called before the
Board of Parole Hearings and was found suitable for parole four years before he
was eligible for release.

Mr. Johnson committed a serious crime that injured Mr. Houston. Since
then, Mr. Johnson has committed himself to his rehabilitation. | have carefully
considered and weighed the evidence of Mr. Johnson's positive conduct in
prison, the fact that he was a youthful offender, and his good prospects for
successful community reentry. | have concluded that Mr. Johnson is ready to be
released on parole.

This act of clemency for Mr. Johnson does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.
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THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of Cdlifornia, do hereby commute the sentence of Dominic Johnson to release
him on parole.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and
caused the Great Seal of the State
of California to be affixed this 27th
day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

Q0. 2000

'ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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APPLICATION FOR A COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE

Complete this application to request a commutation of sentence (a reduction of sentence/punishment) from the Governor. If you
have submitted a commutation application in the last three years, please complete the re-application form. The Governor’s Office
and/or the Board of Parole Hearings may contact you for additional information relating to this application. If the Governor grants you
a commutation, some information from your application will appear in an annual public report about clemency the Governor is
required to submit to the California Legislature. Learn more about the commutation application process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency
or mail a request for information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814.

APPLICANT INFORMATION
(Attach additional pages as necessary.)

Name (Last/First/Middle): Jka s01 ¢ng[.ﬂ 2, \erRion Date of Birth:

CDCR Number: / 2 ij QCI‘ L"- Social Security Number:

Name of Facility/Prison: Eljﬁm sﬁlfé’ gebm Facility/Prison Address: A . qu 7 d

1. Conviction Summary (Note: The Governor’s Office will review a complete copy of your criminal history report.)

List conviction(s) for which you are requesting a commutation of sentence.

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: County of conviction(s): Sentence(s):

;-0 Kr QL/Aljln"ofm.ﬁ af Ocevpitd LaR, g '22 i 2” ﬂ& \VCXZC AN 1751/}727 \B\/Q

/1 /2&22 e 53@’, En f«mtfiatflfzcn7L 5‘ 22' 2000 5.44@4;4@/) 7L0 25’\,4; ffb L;%{’:

/0[ /%6.22¢b)) En/zmamemf 2)/'2 2-2000 Z C)‘Z.{Aamc”lﬂé’ / Ve,

Were you under 26 years of age at the time of the crime(s) for which you are seeking a commutation of sentence? &(ES CONO

List all prior conviction(s) in California, any other state or country, or in federal court.

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: Location of conviction(s): Sentence(s):

A }00’75 — -
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2. Describe the circumstances of your crime(s).

On dune 107 ot & hause ﬂdﬂf/ L was invalved n 4 gana halt wheae T was Kicked and fmched
é}/ [0-12 pegple, and as T i leaving the scene T ahdt tosie Jabae Houstors i the
aem while he pws 5/*fzrm wm bus_cue.

3. Describe how a commutation of sentence may impact your life.
A Lommutation would allow me the fretdom to Continve pientoeins and Copnseling Tooubled Youth suwsy
£ that Fwil [ forily Y4

72 my dﬂn?ﬂ?z}nf/)—/, fﬂlemffé and My A\zmrlv

4. Describe your life since your conviction (e.g., efforts in self-development, including identifying and addressing treatment needs,
professional and educational achievement; any set-backs, conduct violations, or new convictions; insight about past conduct; and
future goals).

A m:fa// é'mf nved My WM?‘!W! dzf M5, buf a/\k:z ﬂ\e J/AM mpms/ nMMM m 2010 X bmm ‘ﬁz/(mzl A Humber

m AY&U#\ Dn/eem 1 fes4ram anJ kaumz Vacdtions Hat /ed' wie /'4 /}un(/ ﬁm /v/f by # z 5/9 //pn 2 &- palq
# Please 3c¢ Atfachments: Exlubit A-D %

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist you in preparing this application, you are required by law to list
their name, address, phone number, email address, the nature of your relationship, and amount paid or gift given.

/Ua; f /w/d tﬂ-ﬁf

APPLICANT DECLARATION
Complete the following statement after you have served your Notice of Intent

—
I,(I il Vedmon Jﬂhﬂﬁﬂm , declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of
(Print Applicant Full Name)

California that the information | have provided on this application is true and correct. | further declare that | have served (mailed or

A
delivered) my notice of intent to apply for ciemency on the District Attorney of the County of < JACRANTE I/Iﬁ C’(’f
{Name of County or Counties)

7 B
7 an 20" 2020
Applicant Sign/:;{,ﬁd'rie Date

v
Submit this completed 2-page form to the Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814.

You may, but are not required to, include copies of relevant documents that support your application (e.g., certificates of achievement,
photographs, letters of support, etc.). Do not send original documents, as application documents cannot be returned. Please update
the Governor’s Office promptly if your contact information changes. Submit a completed Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency to
the district attorney in the county of your convictions for which you are seeking a commutation of sentence.

Rev. 2019
Page 2 of 2
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE
Suzanne Johnson

In 1997, Suzanne Johnson was arrested for the shaking death of a young
child that was in her care. Ms. Johnson maintains her innocence. On April 30,
1999. the Superior Court of Cdlifornia, County of San Diego, sentenced Ms.
Johnson to 25 years to life for assault on a child causing death.

Ms. Johnson is now 75 years old and has been incarcerated for more than
22 years. While in prison, Ms. Johnson has committed to her rehabilitation. Ms.
Johnson has maintained an excellent disciplinary record. She has participated
in significant self-help programming and has facilitated many classes. Ms.
Johnson has resided on an honor yard for several years. A correctional officer
praised Ms. Johnson for her positive behavior, writing, “[Ms. Johnson] has always
been helpful, and consistent with her attitude and behavior. Along with being
helpful, she practices her integrity and aside from her good deeds, [Ms.
Johnson] stays focused and committed to being herself. . . [Ms. Johnson] should
be commended for having a good outlook on life and for her behavior and the
progress she has attained regarding her personal growth."”

Ms. Johnson was convicted of a serious crime that took the life of a young
child. Since then, Ms. Johnson has demonstrated a sincere commitment to her
rehabilitation and self-improvement. | have carefully considered and weighed
the evidence of Ms. Johnson's positive conduct in prison and her good
prospects for successful community reentry. | have concluded that Ms. Johnson
is ready to be released on parole.

This act of clemency for Ms. Johnson does not minimize or forgive her
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work she has done since
to transform herself.

. g
S
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THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of Cdlifornia, do hereby commute the sentence of Suzanne Johnson to release
her on parole.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and
caused the Great Sedl of the State
of Cdlifornia to be affixed this 27th
day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

Q0,000

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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f o /" A
Governor Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramento, California 9581'3{ i

RE-APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION AND PARDON I

Complete this form if in the last three years, you submitted a commutation or pardon application to a past adminiEfi"’ét"fbr-‘i,
or obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, and wish Governor Newsom to consider your application. Do not submit any
additional documents about your case until requested to do so by the Governor's Office or the Board of Parole Hearings.
If you submitted an application to Governor Newsom after January 7, 2019, your application is pending; do not submit
this form. Learn more about the commutation and pardon process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for
information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814,

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name (Last/First/Middle): Johnson, Suzanne Name on Prior Application (if different):

Date of Birth: !1 944 Social Security Number:

CDCR Number: V79671 Name of Facility/prison: C€Ntral California Women's Facility

Residence Address: 29970 Road 22, Chowchilla, CA 93610
Mailing Address (if different): CCWEF-Chowchilla; B505-6-4Low; P.O. Box 1508 Chowchilla, CA 93610

Home/Cell Phone: INOT @pplicable . .. Not applicable Not applicable

Email:

| previously submitted: = Application for Commutation of Sentence
J Certificate of Rehabilitation
= Application for Pardon

Did you receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings
regarding your application? Have you been interviewed regarding your application? If yes, please describe:

Ms. Johnson did not receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor's Office or the Board of Parole Hearings
regarding her clemency/pardon application. She was not interviewed by anyone regarding the application.

o, HZosg
N7 7/

Apgliegnt Signatur, Date

SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO:
THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL, ATTN: LEGAL AFFAIRS/CLEMENCY, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814.

DO NOT SUBMIT ANY OTHER DOCUMENTS AT THIS TIME.

New 2019
Re-Application Form, Page 1 of 1
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Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. - State Capitol - Sacramento, California 95814
APPLICATION FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY

Complete this application to request a pardon or commutation from the Governor. A pardon is the forgiveness of a crime and a
commutation is a reduction or elimination of a sentence. If you are eligible for a Certificate of Rehabilitation, do not complete
this application; instead obtain a Certificate of Rehabilitation from the superiot courtin your county of residence. {See Penal
Code, § 4852.01.) If the pardon is granted, this application or the Certificate of Rehabilitation may be a public record; specific
personal information may be blacked out before it is made available to the public.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name: Suzanne Johnson Date of Birth 1944 Social Security Number:

Address: central California Women's Facility, 23370 Road 22, Chowchilla, CA 83610

1. Conviction Summary:

List all prior convictions, including any in other states or countries. Attach additional pages if necessary.
Offense(s): Date of offense(s): County of conviction{s): Sentence(s):

2, Briefly describe the circumstances of the crime(s) for which you are requesting a pardon or commutation (attach additional
pages as necessary):

Please see attached.

3. Explain why you are requesting a pardon or commutation (attach additional pages as necessary):

Please see attached.

4. Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a pardon or commutation {(attach additional pages if
necessary}:

Please see attached.

5 If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist in the preparation of this application, list their name,
address, and amount paid or given (required by Penal Code section 4807.2);

Rev. 2/21/13
Application for Executive Clemency, Page 1
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STATEMENT OF NOTICE TO DISTRICT ATTORNEY AND DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY

This application may be submitted to the Board of Parole Hearings for investigation and recommendation pursuant to Penal
Code section 4812. This application may also be submitted to faw enforcement or other agencies for investigation or recommendation.

Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805 require that you give the District Attorney in the county of conviction written notice of your
intentionto apply for.a pardon or commutation.. You must complete the Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency {attached) and
mail it to the District Attorney before submitting this application to the Governor’'s Office. If you-are reduesting a pardon for marethan

-one convictioninvolving more than ane county, each District Attorney must begiven notice,

Alexander Simpson

I . declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that |

(Print Full Name) San Diego
have served the District Attorney of the County of. with notice of my intent to apply for a pardon or

{Name of County™)

commutation.

Vurther declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California thut the information l.have provided on this
application is true and correct. | understand that any omission or misstaterent of facts may result in the denial-of the application and

the filing of perjury charges agoinst me.

e [ — 06/17/2013

Applicant’s Signature Date

*If Applicable, List Additional Counties Here {Send Notice of Intent to Apply far Executive Clemency to All Counties Listed)

Rev. 2/21/13
Application for Executive Clemancy, Page 2
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THE CALIFORNIA INNOCENCE PROJIECT
California Western School of Law
225 Cedar Street

San Diego, CA 92101

(619) 525-1485

April 27,2013

The Honorable Edmund G. Brown Jr.
Governor of the State of California
Attn: Legal Affairs

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  Petition for Executive Clemency on behalf of Suzanne Johnson
Dear Governor Brown:

The California Innocence Project respectfully requests the pardon of Suzanne Johnson, a
woman condemned to life in prison for a crime she did not commit. Already, it has cost
California tax payers over $585,000 to house her in prison for this wrongful conviction. That
number grows every day.

Suzanne’s wrongful conviction rests on a false medical expert testimony given during her
trial. Over fifteen years ago, Suzanne was working as a day care provider. || Gz GG s
enrolled in a YMCA-sponsored day care program the last week of May of 1997. | had a
few minor feeding problems while she was in Suzanne’s care, but no other health symptoms.
However, in April or May of 1997, |l parents placed her on a bed and | EGzNB
accidentally rolled of and fell to the floor.

On June 24, 1997, I fell out of her high chair near Suzanne, but appeared fine.
Approximately 30 minutes later, [l began throwing up and had difficulty breathing.
Suzanne called 911. When police officers arrived, ]Il appeared dead. The paramedics
arrived and took [l to the hospital. At the hospital, the doctors could feel a soft spot in
B hcod. During the autopsy, the doctor discovered |l suffered a fresh skull
fracture, bleeding in her brain, and retinal hemorrhaging. The doctor also found a previous
subdural hematoma that [l suffered two to four weeks before her death. According to
expert testimony at Suzanne’s trial, the injuries Suzanne caused to B cod vere
equivalent to injuries sustained by an infant who fell from a third story window or who was in a
car accident, unrestrained. Testimony by prosecution experts showed that Suzanne used a
violent slamming force to puncture and crack open [JJJ Bl skull. Based on the evidence
presented by the experts, Johnson waited for as many as two hours whildil was
unconscious and dying before calling 911, and [l fatal injuries could have been caused
by no one other than Johnson.
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All of the prosecution’s experts were wrong.

New science simply shows Suzanne does not commit the crimes for which she was
convicted. The science behind Shaken Baby Syndrome has dramatically changed since
Suzanne’s conviction. Much of what the experts believed at the time of Suzanne’s trial, which
fueled the prosecution’s case, is now known to be false. For example, short falls can cause fatal
subdural hematomas in infants and retinal hemorrhaging can occur in the absence of shaking.
Further, forensic pediatric scientists now know that lucid intervals can and do occur after
sustaining a subdural hematoma, which supports Suzanne’s testimony. Due to these significant
recent scientific advancements, Suzanne Johnson respectfully requests clemency as her final
legal option.

THE INNOCENCE MARCH: A JOURNEY OF HOPE

Executive clemency has provided the “fail safe” in our criminal justice
system. It is an unalterable fact that our judicial system, like the human
beings who administer it, is fallible. But history is replete with examples of
wrongfully convicted persons who have been pardoned in the wake of after-
discovered evidence establishing their innocence. !

The California Innocence Project (“CIP”) is a nonprofit legal organization at California
Western School of Law dedicated to releasing wrongfully convicted individuals. Founded in
1999, CIP reviews more than 2,000 claims of innocence from California inmates each year. CIP
staff and volunteers carefully screen all claims of innocence before accepting any for
representation. This thorough screening process ensures CIP devotes its resources to those cases
that truly involve the wrongly convicted. As a result, CIP pursues only one out of every
thousand cases. Suzanne Johnson’s wrongful conviction is one of these cases.

Since its inception, CIP has secured the release of ten innocent inmates from prison.
Unfortunately, however, not all claims have been so successful. Often, because of the age of the
case, destruction of evidence or the technical limitations of the justice system, some inmates
seem doomed to spend the rest of their lives in prison for crimes they did not commit. In light of
this reality, CIP is embarking on an unprecedented effort in requesting that you exercise
executive clemency on behalf of twelve innocent individuals.

On April 27, 2013, a group of lawyers, students, exonerees, and family members of the
wrongfully convicted and others supporting the cause began a journey from San Diego to
Sacramento-—on foot—to march this clemency request and eleven others like it to your office.
Motivated by a desire to correct these injustices, and emboldened by over 36,000 signatures on a
Change.org petition, the California Innocence Project and its supporters ask you to right these
wrongs and grant executive clemency to the California Twelve.

! The Honorable William Rehnquist, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States,

Herrera v. Collins, 506 U.S. 390, 415 (1993) (internal citations omitted).
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SUZANNE JOHNSON: AN INNOCENT WOMAN PREPARED FOR FREEDOM
A Young Suzanne: Growing Up in the Midwest

Suzanne was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota on [ I jj lll 1944. Her father was a
meat cutter and her mother was a housewife until Suzanne was a teenager. She attended St.
Helena’s grade school and spent the summers going to her grandmother’s house in the woods of
northern Minnesota. There, she learned to appreciate nature, fishing, riding in her grandmother’s
Model T, and cooking on a wood stove.

Suzanne has two siblings: a sister, 23 months younger, and a brother, 8 years younger.
Suzanne and her siblings were always very close and remain close today. Their parents took
them on road trips to visit aunts and uncles in Illinois and Indiana. They also made frequent trips
to visit grandparents in Iowa and Minnesota. Suzanne has fond memories of picnics and boating
with her family. Suzanne and her brother love ice hockey and frequently attended local games
together.

Suzanne had a traditional Midwestern upbringing. Because of this, her dream was
always to get married, have children, and allow her children to have the kind of home she had
and the same conservative values instilled in her by her parents. Suzanne married young and had
two children, a beautiful son and daughter, by the time she was 20 years old. Unfortunately for
Suzanne, her marriage did not last and she was divorced within three years. However, with the
passage of time, her family grew; she now has ten grandchildren. Due to her incarceration, she
has only been able to see six of her ten grandchildren and has never been able to see any of her
great-grandchildren because she is not allowed visits with minors.

B Dcath: A True Tragedy, but Not Assault

B s born in December of 1996 to Travis and Crystal Miller. In May of
1997, Crystal enrolled [l in the local YMCA-sponsored day care program for need
families. Suzanne was one of the licensed day care providers on the YMCA roster and i
began attending Suzanne’s day care. During the few weeks that Il was in Suzanne’s care,
had some feeding problems, but no other symptoms. Suzanne never seemed frustrated,
angry, or hostile toward . There was no evidence that Travis or Crystal ever hurt, shook,
or struck [l However, there was an occasion in April or May when Crystal placed
B o - bed, and I 2ccidentally rolled off and fell to the floor. According to Crystal,
B did not seem to have any injuries.

On the morning of June 24, 1997, Suzanne had a telephone conversation with the
supervisor of the YMCA where Suzanne expressed concern that Crystal obtained a job and did
not notify the YMCA. The supervisor told Suzanne that because of Crystal’s non-disclosure
there was some chance Suzanne would not be paid by the YMCA program for the hours Suzanne
had B in her care. Suzanne spoke to Crystal and Crystal told Johnson she would “take
care of it.” Crystal talked to an employee of the YMCA program, who indicated there was a
paperwork error and Suzanne would be paid. Crystal dropped Il off at Suzanne’s house
for the day.
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Suzanne called 911 at 3:09 p.m. that day and reported [l had thrown up all over
herself and was not breathing. Police officers arrived and, to them, ]Il appeared to be dead.
The officers assumed that [[[ ]l choked, and they asked Johnson what [}l ate. Johnson
did not say [ fell or hit her head.

The fire department captain, who was the first emergency medical worker to take care of
B uicd out I oniting as a cause of her failure to breathe. Suzanne did not tell
the captain B ic!! or hit her head. The paramedics arrived and took B o e
hospital. At the hospital, the doctors told one of the police officers to feel the back of [ NGNGB
head. The officer was able to feel an abnormality, a mushy feeling, like a loose board that would
move easily.

The Interrogation: A Woman Terrified of the Police and Potential Prosecution

About an hour and a half after police arrived at Suzanne’s house, a detective interrogated
her. In this first interrogation, Suzanne said she was holding Il and feeding I when
B suddenly threw up. [ gasped and stopped breathing. Suzanne did her best to
administer C.P.R. and called 911.

Within the next twenty-four hours, police interrogated Suzanne four more times. In the
second interrogation, Suzanne gave the same account of the incident. Suzanne was asked if
B :!! or hit her head and Suzanne said “no.” Suzanne said she knew nothing about the
“dent” infj hecad. Suzanne did note | soft spot” was located in an unusual
place, toward the back of her head. In her third interrogation, Suzanne again gave the same
account of what happened. However, when interrogating officers told Suzanne they thought her
story could not be true, Suzanne revealed [[JJ ]l fell out of her high chair earlier in the day, but
had seemed fine afterward. In her fourth interrogation, Suzanne said she did not see the fall
because Suzanne turned around to get [ high chair tray. Suzanne said she accidentally
tugged on the chair and caused [l to fall out. Suzanne did not check | bead after
the fall, and proceeded to feed her. Approximately twenty-five minutes later [ Il vomited.
Suzanne said she did not mention this incident previously because Suzanne forgot to strap
B o the high chair and Suzanne feared prosecution and blame for [N death.

The Medical Opinions: Mistaken Scientific Beliefs Regarding “Shaken Baby Syndrome”

Dr. Terri Haddix testified that [JIBMll had a contusion over her right eye, as well as
behind her left ear. The facial contusion did not appear to be a result of C.P.R. efforts. There
was nothing to indicate choking. [l suffered a fresh skull fracture and bleeding in the brain
tissues. Part of the fracture had a “punch-out™ characteristic, indicating the surface that caused
the fracture had a raised surface. There was a longer, fresh skull fracture on the other side of
B skull. According to Haddix, The fractures were the result of one incident. [l
also had retinal hemorrhaging in both her eyes. Haddix opined there was a strong blow to the
left side of M head, while the right side was cradled. This causedill death. The
blow would have rendered -unconscious very quickly. Haddix said these injuries could
not be sustained from a short fall onto the floor. Haddix also determined [ suffered a
previous subdural hematoma approximately two to four weeks before her death. Haddix testified
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that these injuries were not accidental and therefore, Haddix concluded _ death was a
homicide.

The pediatric emergency physician who pronounced [l dead told police that in her
medical opinion this was a possible case of abuse. According to the physician, the injuries were
not consistent with the choking incident that had been described to her and there was evidence of
head trauma.

B v cl-baby pediatrician examined B i days before she died. At the
time of the examination, ]l was unable to sit up in a high chair. [IIll was also unable
to turn and reach for things. The doctor did not notice anything unusual abou{iil 8 in the
examination.

Dr. Jan Leestma, a neuropathologist, concluded B suffccd at least (wo injuries: an
older fracture two or more weeks before [l death, which likely involved a whiplash
shaking and caused a skull fracture on the right side and bleeding on the left side of the brain.
The second injury was June 24th and involved impact to the left side of the head causing both a
new skull fracture, brain hemorrhage, and retinal hemorrhaging. Leestma opined the June 24th
injury happened probably two to three hours beforc Ml dicd. For much of that time,

was alive but unconscious.

Dr. Randell Alexander, a pediatrician and Shaken Baby Syndrome expert, testified he
never heard of an otherwise normal child dying from a high chair fall. Alexander did not believe
B suffered her injuries from a high chair fall. Alexander opined the retinal hemorrhages
were the result of shaking, and after the impact, was almost certainly unconscious.
Alexander also testified that the bruise to h face was a high-velocity injury. A high
velocity injury would have resulted from a slap or a blow with a belt, not C.P.R. efforts.
Alexander believed the injuries were non-accidental.

Drs. Alexander, Haddix, and Hoeker testified that a child cannot experience a lucid
interval after incurring a subdural hematoma as severe as [Nl experienced. This testimony
was used to support the contention that Suzanne’s testimony about feeding [Nl after her fall
was a fabrication and Suzanne waited for two or more hours while il 2s unconscious and
dying before calling 911.

Dr. Carley Ward, a biomechanical engineer, performed a variety of simulations of the
event as described by Johnson. Ward was not able to create a simulation consistent with the
injuries suffered by [l Spccifically, Ward was unable to produce a hypothetical fall in
which the back of [ head was the first thing to strike the floor. Additionally, the
accidental tug on the high chair, which Johnson described, could not have been forceful enough
to catapult h out of the chair. Ward opined |IIIllll injuries could not have resulted
from a high-chair fall.

At autopsy, the medical examiner determined I dcath was due to violent shaking
and blunt force trauma to the head.
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Character Evidence Unrelated to the Incident

The prosecution presented two character witnesses and a physician. One of Suzanne’s
former clients testified when he picked up his daughter from Suzanne’s care, Suzanne told him
his daughter fell near a coffee table. A few hours later, the father brought his daughter to the
hospital, where it was determined his daughter had a broken arm. There was another fracture in
the same area. A physician testified the broken arm was not consistent with a fall by a coffee
table, and the break happened one to three days before the daughter saw a physician.

Another former client of Suzanne’s testified that in 1990, seven years before | ENGTGEczNNB
died, she took her child out of Johnson’s care after only one or two weeks because Suzanne
became angry after a misunderstanding about child care while Suzanne was hospitalized. She
said although Suzanne did not yell, the incident made the witness uncomfortable, and so the
former client removed her child from Suzanne’s care.

The Defense: Suzanne Never Intended to Harm [l and the Medical Testimony
Suffered Inherent Flaws

Suzanne was the primary defense witness. At the time of the incident, she was fifty-two
years old, and she raised two children as a single mother. She worked various jobs, and
eventually started her own child-care business, which she ran out of her home. She cared for
twenty to thirty children (newborns to five years old) throughout the years she ran her business.
Suzanne testified [l was a beautiful, sweet baby, but [Nl cried more than any other
baby Suzanne ever cared for. Suzanne said on June 23rd, the day before | NGB death,

B v :s particularly fussy.

On June 24th, Suzanne said [ cried on and off, but things were not abnormal.
Sometime between 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m., Suzanne put ]Il in her high chair in the
kitchen, but Suzanne failed to put the seat restraints on [}l Suzanne turned to get the high
chair tray, and her hand was on the chair itself. There was a noise, and [ I started crying.
Suzanne accidentally pulled the chair forward, tipping it, and she reflexively pushed it back
sharply. Suzanne saw on the floor and Suzanne picked her up and consoled her.
Suzanne did not check [l head. Suzanne started to feed [l and. suddenly, I
started to vomit. [ Ml ccn went limp. Suzanne said she tried to administer C.P.R., and then
called 911. Suzanne testified that she did not tell the interrogating police about the high chair
fall because she was scared she would be accused of harming ﬁ Suzanne testified she
never struck or shook | NGzN

The Defense Experts

In addition to Suzanne’s testimony, the defense presented several medical experts. Dr.
Janice Carter-Lourensz, a pediatrician and psychologist, specializes in child abuse cases.
Lourensz noted American scientists and experts in this area tend to be insular and they pay little
attention to research and opinion from outside the United States. Lourensz opined, based in part
on studies from outside the United States, that retinal hemorrhaging can be caused by impact,
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and not only by shaking. Additionally, it is possible for a baby to die from a fall from a short
distance such as three and a half feet.

Lourensz testified it was possible |l suffered a skull fracture and subdural
hematoma when she fell off the bed at home. This injury could “re-bleed”, causing various
minor symptoms Crystal and Travis noted, and finally caused [l to fall out of her high
chair on June 24th. Finally, Lourensz believed [l pathology could be the result of a
single impact.

Dr. Peter Francis is a San Diego State University professor of Mechanical Engineering
and Bio-Mechanics. Francis believed the simulations of high chair falls done by Ward were
completely invalid because they made far too many assumptions, which the known facts could
not support. The actual manner in which Suzanne said [l fell greatly expanded the
universe of possible ways ]l could fall.

In addition to the medical experts, the defense presented ten character witnesses. These
witnesses included Suzanne’s daughter, brother, granddaughter, Suzanne’s life partner, who had
lived with Suzanne during all the years she owned her day care business, parents who had
employed Suzanne as a day care professional, and children who had been in Suzanne’s care.
Each testified that Suzanne was a loving, caring, and outstanding child care professional.

Suzanne Was Convicted After Not One, But Two Trials

After two trials, on April 30, 1999, Suzanne was convicted of assault on a child causing
death, and sentenced to 25 years to life in prison. At the time of Suzanne’s conviction, the
prevailing belief was when an infant died of head injuries, it was the person with the infant at the
time of death who caused the imjury. Experts believed the presence of three symptoms
(hemorrhages in the eyes, bleeding in the brain, and swelling of the brain) always proved an
infant had been violently shaken. It was also widely held—and an expert testified—that an
infant could not sustain a fatal head injury from a short fall, like a fall from a highchair.

Based on the science accepted in 1999, Suzanne’s account of _death could not
have been true, and the only explanation for [l death was that Suzanne shook her,
slammed her head against a hard object, watched for two hours as she slowly died, and called
911 only after Il appeared to be dead. Near the end of Suzanne’s trial, the judge said she
was obviously an exemplary, caring, and loving lady, but the medical science established her

guilt.
Post-Trial Advancements: New Medical Research Proves Suzanne’s Claim of Innocence

Since Johnson’s trial, the understanding and science of shaken baby syndrome and non-
accidental trauma has advanced and the beliefs that were held at the time of her conviction have
largely been abandoned. It is now known that other conditions (such as hepatitis immunization
and the effects of CPR) can result in the three symptoms previously only attributed to shaken
baby syndrome B received her hepatitis immunization three days before her death and
was administered CPR by Suzanne, by the paramedics, and by doctors at the hospital.
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It is now known that a short fall, like a fall from a high chair, can result in trauma
sufficient to cause an infant’s death. Additionally, death from a short fall injury is more probable
when an infant has a previous skull injury. In fact, when B i1 from her high chair, she
had an existing skull fracture that had occurred months earlier. The preexisting skull fracture
was confirmed by B o to thrive, physical discomfort, feeding problems, constant
crying, and by autopsy findings.

In 1999, physicians erroneously taught other physicians that a low velocity fall could not
cause serious injury or death, a child with an ultimately fatal head injury does not have a period
of time during which he or she appears to have a lucid interval, and retinal hemorrhage with
specific characteristics indicates an ultimate cause.

The Prosecution’s Own Experts Have Now Recanted Their Trial Testimony

Prosecution witness Dr. Leestma now agrees that these pre-2000 beliefs are unfounded.
Contrary to belief at the time of Johnson’s trial and the testimony at Johnson’s trial, lucid
intervals are now a well-known phenomenon and it is now known that lucid intervals cannot be
classified as rare. Short falls can and do routinely cause serious injury and death in infants, and
symptoms such as Bl can be caused by a short fall. Additionally, although it was
common in the 1990s for experts to compare the force necessary to produce a subdural
hematoma to such occurrences as car accidents and falls from windows, there is no evidence or
medical literature to support these prejudicial statements. There never has been.

In response to the new science regarding short falls, the prosecution's biomechanical
expert, Dr. Carley Ward, changed her position. Dr. Ward testified at trial that- could not
have suffered the injuries she did from a fall of less than six feet. After reading Dr. John
Plunkett's 2001 article on short falls and seeing a video of a short fall death, Dr. Ward adjusted
her opinion. In a sworn deposition in an unrelated case, Dr. Ward testified that she would not
feel comfortable making the same statement today, namely, that short falls cannot kill children.

Current Medical Opinion is that B Dicd Due to Injuries that Predate Suzanne’s
Care

It is Dr. Janice Ophoven’s opinion that - died following cardiopulmonary arrest
due to complications of blunt force trauma to the head. There is evidence of pre-existing injury
that was most probably more than two to three weeks old and may have predated *
exposure to the defendant. The blunt force injuries include a chronic subdural hematoma with
superimposed fresh bleeding. There are two fractures of indeterminate age but at least one
fracture line appears to be older and the second may be old with new extension. The age of these
injuries cannot be determined with certainty but there is obvious evidence that B oo ih
abruptly changed without explanation many weeks prior to Suzanne’s exposure toi

Suzanne Would Not Have Been Convicted Today

Because of these scientific advancements, if Suzanne was tried today, she would not be
convicted because the prosecution’s experts would not testify as they did in 1997. In fact, other
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than the now-discredited circumstantial scientific evidence, there would not even be a basis upon
which to bring charges because there was no physical evidence linking Suzanne to ﬁ
death and there were no eyewitnesses to the events.

Suzanne is a loving and gentle 67 year old woman. She has never committed a crime.
She provided day care for dozens of children who still love her and support her and know that
she could never hurt an infant or a child. Her continued incarceration is costly to us as a society.
More than that, Suzanne’s continued incarceration is devastating and heartbreaking, for her, her
children, and her grandchildren.

The Future: Suzanne Is Prepared for a New Life Outside Prison

Suzanne has been able to maintain an extremely positive and bright attitude about her
current state and the future, despite being wrongfully incarcerated for over fifteen years. She has
maintained a close relationship with her large family and has become a very positive influence
within the prison system. She has spent her prison time trying to cope with a totally foreign way
of life. She realized the best way to understand the people surrounding her in prison was to not
only join self-help groups, but become a facilitator for those groups. During the time Suzanne
worked at the Catholic Chapel, she taught a number of classes and facilitated the self-help
groups. She was certified and taught Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults where many women
were educated on Catholicism.

Suzanne currently serves as the Senior Activities Coordinator in the Senior Living unit
where she resides. She introduced many self-help groups to the unit, such as Alcoholics
Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous, Emotions Anonymous, Beyond Anger, Beyond Trauma, A
woman’s Way through the 12 Steps, and Criminal and Addictive Thinking. The Senior Living
unit has its own library, which provides not only for the seniors, but also for the handicapped
unable to access the main yard library. Suzanne is responsible for the operation, selection, and
training of all senior volunteer librarians and their interaction with prison staff. In addition, in
order to provide seniors and medically challenged inmates with meaningful recreation activities,
Suzanne started a program for seasonal decorations and events. Her goal is to provide an
uplifting environment for women in prison. In the future, Suzanne hopes to develop an exercise
group or a creative writing group to enhance the positively influence the senior population.
Suzanne’s caring personality while in prison should not be a surprise after realizing she was a
" loving health care provider for decades prior to her conviction.

If Suzanne is released, she has numerous family members who can offer her housing.
She can live with either of her two children, her brother, or other friends who have offered her a
home. Suzanne currently has no plans to work full-time because she will be 69 years old in
September and has only a high school education, but she would happily work a part-time job,
volunteer in the community, and become active in a local church. Suzanne hopes to spend time
with her children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, her eighty-eight year old mother, and other
remaining family and friends.
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Suzanne has received numerous letters of support from family and friends in support of
her clemency petition. All mention Suzanne’s kindness, desire to help others, and genuinely
caring attitude even during the most difficult circumstances.

Marcia Bunney has known Suzanne for 13 years and describes her as a “long-time friend
and spiritual mentor.” They met in prison and often worked together on collaborative projects as
clerical workers. Marcia says Suzanne is patient, giving, and has a loving nature. Suzanne
became Marcia’s godmother in the Catholic faith and their special relationship has continued
even after Marcia paroled in 2011. Marcia is prepared to offer assistance to Suzanne in any way
she needs, including offering housing in her family home in San Francisco, CA.

Joy Cordes also met Suzanne in prison and for the past ten years they have been great
friends. Joy considers Suzanne a reliable and trustworthy mentor. Suzanne has given Joy
unwavering support and never fails to encourage her when needed. Joy greatly values Suzanne’s
friendship and is confident that she will “forever be a changed and better person because of Sue.”

Lerri Hill says Suzanne is “the nicest woman [she’s] ever met.” Suzanne helped Lerri
through her drug addiction recovery and mentions how Suzanne was always helpful not only to
the other inmates, but also to the staff. Lerri says Suzanne’s amazingly positive attitude is
unique in prison and because of her generosity and caring personality, Suzanne should be able to
spend the rest of her remaining years with her family, and not in prison.

Judith Barnett has known Suzanne since the day Suzanne arrived in prison. Judith was
housed in the same unit as Suzanne and was able to see Suzanne’s adjustment to prison life.
Suzanne immediately began taking rehabilitation classes and started working. Suzanne quickly
earned a reputation of professionalism and accuracy. In 2008, Judith and Suzanne became
roommates and became friends, which is rare in prison. Suzanne has proven time and time again
that she is a respectful, trustworthy, positive person. Judith is confident that Suzanne will
continue to enrich the lives of others if she is granted clemency. Judith wrote, “just as she tends
to the disadvantaged, handicapped, and needy [in prison], she would extend that loving kindness
to her relatives, co-workers, and everyone else fortunate enough to meet her.”

“Suzanne is the most open and honest mentor” Jackie Skeels has ever known. Sharing
time in prison together, Suzanne has shown Jackie true compassion and comfort. Jackie
constantly looked to Suzanne when Jackie was feeling down. Suzanne provided healing
encouragement. Jackie has been incarcerated for 31 years and has met thousands of inmates, but
Suzanne is very different from any of them. Jackie knows Suzanne does not belong in prison,
but with her family.

Orlagh Bewley battled metastatic cancer while in prison and was able to count on
Suzanne for strength and encouragement during this difficult time. Orlagh and Suzanne prayed
together, attended mass together, and became friends. Suzanne always went out of her way to
help others. Suzanne has been a source of inspiration and direction to Orlagh. While Suzanne
was a group leader for “A Woman’s Way Through the 12 Steps,” Suzanne’s dedication and
transparency in her teaching was able to reawaken Orlagh’s desire to recover and become a
better person. Orlagh sees Suzanne every day. Suzanne is tireless in her loving efforts to reach
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out to those who need help and she always makes time for others. Orlagh is blessed and forever
changed by having known Suzanne.

Krysten Webber entered prison at the age of 23 and admits to being angry at life.
Krysten thought she was lost and hopeless. In 2006, she met Suzanne. Regardless of how angry
Krysten was, Suzanne never failed to treat her with kindness. Although Krysten had never been
particularly nice to Suzanne, Suzanne always greeted her with a smile. Finally, Krysten found
her way to a church class, where she began to really know Suzanne. Suzanne led the class and
helped Krysten learn about the Catholic faith. Suzanne helped Krysten realize life was not
totally hopeless and encouraged Krysten to become a positive person. Suzanne’s grace helped
Krysten find herself and finally let go of her anger. Krysten believes Suzanne to be an amazing
woman and an asset to any community.

Suzanne has made an incredible impact on not only Krysten’s life, but also the lives of
countless others.  Even while in prison, one of the darkest places in our society, Suzanne has
shown others nothing but gentleness, kindness, and strength. She has helped others through their
most difficult times and allowed them to become productive members of their community. She
has built lasting friendships by showing others she is a trustworthy, caring, honest person.
Evidenced by her numerous letters of support, Suzanne is a productive, positive person who truly
deserves to be granted clemency.

RECENT FINDINGS INDICATE OUR JUSTICE SYSTEM IS DEEPLY FALLIBLE

The Discredited Science of “Shaken Baby Syndrome” Has Led to Many Wrongful
Convictions

Despite the two short falls Ml experienced during her short life, the medical
examiner ignored these probable explanations for her death and instead used now-disproven
science to conclude that her death was the result of Shaken Baby Syndrome (“SBS™).

The science used to convict Suzanne of killing [l has now been revealed as
fundamentally mistaken. As recently as a decade ago, the consensus in the medical community
was that the presence of a telltale “triad” of symptoms: retinal hemorrhages (bleeding of the
inside surface of the back of the eye), subdural hemorrhages (bleeding between the hard outer
layer and the spongy membranes that surround the brain), and cerebral edema (brain swelling)
were not just evidence of possible abuse, but were conclusive proof of violent shaking by the
caregiver present at the time the symptoms began.” It was belicved that nothing else could

2 See Committee on Child Abuse and Neglect, American Academy of Pediatrics, Shaken Baby

Syndrome: Rotational Cranial Injuries — Technical Report, 108 Pediatrics 206, 206—-208
(2001); Mary E. Case et al., The Nat’l Ass’n of Med. Exam’rs Ad Hoc Comm. on Shaken
Baby Syndrome, Position Paper on Fatal Abusive Head Injuries in Infants and Young
Children, 22 Am. J. Forensic Med. & Pathology 112, 112, 116, 121 (2001); State v.
Edmunds, 746 N.W.2d 590, 593 (Wis. Ct. of App. 2008) (expert testimony explaining that it
was earlier considered “fringe opinion” to question whether triad of symptoms necessarily
indicated baby was shaken, because “there was not a significant debate about this issue in the
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produce this triad, and other possible causes were therefore discounted.’ Furthermore, because
doctors thought that infants and children with these injuries became unresponsive immediately,
the carggiver present when the child became unresponsive was conclusively assumed to be the
abuser.

New medical findings, which the justice system has begun to accommodate, have
demonstrated that the “triad” symptoms can have other causes, meaning that no traumatic injury,
and therefore, no crime, necessarily ever occurred in so-called shaken baby cases. > We now
know that there are a number of health problems or occurrences that can produce symptoms
similar to those of SBS, including the following: hypoxia (lack of oxygen to the brain), pre-natal

mid-1990°s); See also, Testimony of Patrick Barnes, M.D., in Evidentiary Hearing on
Motion for New Trial in State v. Edmunds (Jan. 25, 2007), Dane Cty., Wis., Cir. Ct. Case No.
96 CF 555 at 21:8-22:10 (describing prevalent thinking until 1998 regarding triad symptoms
and shaken baby syndrome)

See id.; see also Joseph Shapiro, Rethinking Shaken Baby Syndrome, National Public Radio,
Morning  Edition,  http://www.npr.org/2011/06/29/137471992/rethinking-shaken-baby-
syndrome (last visited 4/27/2013) at 1-2, 3.

See M. Case et al., Position Paper on Fatal Abusive Head Injuries in Infants and Young
Children, supra, note __at 118; Patrick D. Barnes, Ethical Issues in Imaging Nonaccidental
Injury: Child Abuse, 13 Topics Magnetic Resonance Imaging 85, 85-86 (2002); Brief of
Defendant-Appellant in, State v. Edmunds, Wisc. Ct. of App. Case No. 2007AP000933
(July 27. 2007) (hereinafter “Edmunds Defendant’s Brief”) at 8-9.

> See State v. Edmunds, 746 N.W.2d at 596, 598-599 (granting new trial based on “new
evidence”, i.e., “shift in mainstream medical opinion” as to causes of head trauma in infants)
(noting “that a significant and legitimate debate in the medical community has developed in
the past ten years over whether infants can be fatally injured through shaking alone . . . and
whether other causes may mimic the symptoms traditionally viewed as indicating shaken
baby or shaken impact syndrome) (noting the “fierce disagreement between forensic
pathologists, who now question whether the symptoms [infant] displayed indicate intentional
head trauma, and pediatricians, who largely adhere to the science presented at [petitioner’s]
trial.”); Joseph Shapiro, Rethinking Shaken Baby Syndrome, supra note __ at 1-2, 3 (noting
concern of Dr. Norman Guthkelch, who is credited with discovering SBS, that medical
examiners are improperly discounting other possible causes of infant death and wrongfully
assuming “shaken baby” explanation); Andrew P. Sirotnak, Medical Disorders that Mimic
Abusive Head Trauma, in Abusive Head Trauma in Infants and Children: A Medical, Legal,
and Forensic Reference 191, 191-211 (Lori Frasier et al. eds. 2006) (listing and describing
pre-natal conditions, delivery difficulties, infections, and genetic or metabolic disorders that
can manifest in intracranial or retinal hemorrhage typically associated with abusive head
trauma). See also, Testimony of Dr. Patrick Barnes in State v. Edmunds, supra note __ at
26:6-17, 27:4-17, 52:14-53:22.
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conditions, delivery difficulties, infections, and genetic or metabolic disorders.® However,
because this triad of symptoms was thought at the time to be conclusive of SBS, the medical
examiner and prosecution ignored multiple other, more plausible causes for [ ENGcN0 dcath.

CLEMENCY IS THE ONLY SOLUTION
Suzanne Has Exhausted Her Remedies

Suzanne has attempted to reverse her conviction through the appellate process. Suzanne
was convicted in 1999. The Court of Appeal affirmed her conviction in full in 2000. The
Petition for Review in the California Supreme Court was summarily denied in 2001.

The California Innocence Project has been working on Suzanne’s case since 2011 and
plans to file a petition for writ of habeas corpus on her behalf. Given the current state of the law
and the nature of post-conviction habeas petitions, we are not likely to prevail to exonerate
Suzanne despite scientific evidence in our favor. Clemency is her last resort.

The Governor Can Right This Wrong

Article five, section eight of the California Constitution provides that the “Governor, on
conditions that the Governor deems proper, may grant a reprieve, pardon, and commutation after
sentence, except in case of impeachment.” This power to grant clemency is “properly left to the

®  See id. We also now know that children and infants who sustain fatal head injuries can have

“Jucid intervals,” and be responsive for several hours after the injury. These “lucid intervals™
were once thought to be impossible until they were observed first hand by medical personnel
after injuries sustained in the hospital. Because of the possibility of a “lucid interval”, the
injury (even one caused by someone s abuse) did not necessarily happen at the hands of the
caregiver present when the symptoms presented themselves. See Deborah Tuerkheimer, The
Next Innocence Project: Shaken Baby Syndrome and the Criminal Courts, 87 Wash. Univ. L.
Rev. 1, 18 (2009) (noting that parents and caretakers have been accused of shaking the child
in their care because they were the only people present immediately before the child’s loss of
consciousness). See generally, Kristy B. Arbogast et al., Initial Neurologic Presentation in
Young Children Sustaining Inflicted and Unintentional Fatal Head Injuries, 116 Pediatrics
180, 180, 184 (2005). See also Testimony of Robert Huntington, M.D., in Evidentiary
Hearing on Motion for New Trial in State v. Edmunds (Jan. 26, 2007), Dane Cty., Wis., Cir.
Ct. Case No. 96 CF 555, at 36:17-39 (discussing a documented case where an infant
suffering head injuries from being beaten was hospitalized and observed by medical
personnel to be in a “perfectly responsive” state for sixteen hours before her death).
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conscience of the executive entitled to consider pleas” and is not governed by the rigidity of the
judicial process.”

The executive’s prerogative to grant clemency is deeply rooted in our system of justice.
As Chief Justice Marshall expounded in the first clemency case to reach the Supreme Court,
“[t]he power of pardon, in criminal cases, has been exercised from time immemorial . . . [and] it
is a constituent part of the judicial system.”® Twenty-two years later, the Supreme Court first
recognized the power of pardons to exonerate the wrongly convicted, explaining that the
President’s pardon power was appropriate “particularly when the circumstance of any case
disclosed guch uncertainties as made it doubtful if there should have been a conviction of the
criminal.”

The Governor’s pardon power under the California Constitution serves a similar purpose.
As the California Supreme Court has explained, the fundamental purpose of California’s
pardoning power is “to enable the state to do justice in those cases where the ordinary procedure
results in injustice.”’® “If at the end of court procedures there is claimed to persist a miscarriage
of justice, despite all the precautions of law to the contrary, the ultimate remedy rests in an
appeal to the Governor for a pardon.”'! Justice Traynor of the California Supreme Court has
echoed this sentiment, explaining that “strong doubts as to [the] defendant’s very guilt” may
“constitute . . . strong[] grounds for mercy” through executive clemency.'?

In light of the historical purpose of clemency to correct injustice, both the Supreme Court
of the United States and the California Supreme Court have repeatedly recognized that clemency
is the appropriate remedy to “correct injustices that the ordinary criminal process seems unable
or unwilling to consider.”™ This is just such a case.

* * *

The Honorable Janice Rogers Brown, former Justice of the California Supreme Court and
former Legal Affairs Secretary to Governor Pete Wilson, The Quality of Mercy, 40 UCLA. L.
Rev. 327, 328 (1992).

®  United States v. Wilson, 32 U.S. 150, 161 (1833).

?  Ex Parte Wells, 59 U.S. 307, 310 (1855).

%" People v. Sup. Ct., 190 Cal. 624, 625 (1923).

"' Ex Parte Horowitz, 33 Cal.2d 534, 546 (1949).

2 Phyle v. Duffy, 34 Cal.2d 144, 160 (1949) (Traynor, J., concurring).

3 Dretke v. Haley, 541 U.S. 386, 399 (2004); Herrera, 506 U.S. at 868; Mendez v. Sup. Ct., 87
Cal.App.4th 791, 803 (2001) (explaining that the “remedy [for a defendant claiming
innocence] . . . is to apply to the Governor for a pardon”); see also Ex Parte Lindley, 29
Cal.2d 709, 728 (1947) (noting that claim of innocence was an issued “for further
investigation and consideration by the Governor of this State, if he be so advised”); id. at 729
(Schauer, J., concurring) (finding that the “remedy in ... cases [of factual innocence] is
committed by our law exclusively to the governor of the state™).
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Suzanne has served over fifteen years in prison for a crime she did not commit. Imbued
with the power of clemency and the spirit of justice, the Governor has the ability to finally
correct this tragic error. On behalf of Ms. Suzanne Johnson and those who support her, and as
citizens of California, we respectfully request that he do so today.

Regpectf submitted,
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE
Ed Knox

In 2006, Ed Knox shot and injured Anthony Thompson, who was
burglarizing Mr. Knox's apartment. On June 1, 2007, the Superior Court of
Cadlifornia, County of Riverside, sentenced Mr. Knox to seven years to life for
attempted murder and a 25-years-to-life sentence enhancement, a total prison
term of 32 years to life.

Mr. Knox was 20 years old at the time of the crime and is now 34. He has
been incarcerated for 14 years. He has expressed sincere remorse for his crime.
Mr. Knox wrote in his commutation application, “I hope it brings the victims some
comfort to hear that during my incarceration | took advantage of every
opportunity available to better myself.”

Over the past decade, Mr. Knox has demonstrated a commitment to self-
improvement and his rehabilitation. He has maintained a perfect disciplinary
record in prison. Mr. Knox completed vocational training in masonry,
electronics, office services, and construction technology. Mr. Knox also
participated in many self-help programs. A vocational instructor praised Mr.
Knox for “his willingness to mentor others. . . [Mr. Knox's] example and leadership
in the class was respected by the students. His enthusiasm for his job, the
students, and the subject made him well suited to be in a leadership position."”

Mr. Knox committed a serious crime that injured Mr. Thompson. Since
then, Mr. Knox has worked hard to better himself. | have carefully considered
and weighed the evidence of Mr. Knox's positive conduct in prison, the fact that
he was a youthful offender, and his good prospects for successful community
reentry. | have concluded that Mr. Knox merits an earlier opportunity to make
his case to the Board of Parole Hearings so it can determine whether he is
suitable for parole.

This act of clemency for Mr. Knox does not minimize or forgive his conduct
and the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.
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THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby commute the sentence of Ed Knox to make him eligible
for parole consideration during his 15t year of incarceration and release upon a
grant of parole subject to all applicable review periods.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and
caused the Great Sedl of the State
of Cadlifornia to be affixed this 27th
day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX P;ILLA

Secretary of State

-
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Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. - State Capitol - Sacramento, California 95814
APPLICATION FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY

Complete this application to request a pardon or commutation from the Governor. A pardon is the forgiveness of a crime and a
commutation is a reduction or elimination of a sentence. If you are eligible for a Certificate of Rehabilitation, do not complete
this application; instead obtain a Certificate of Rehabilitation from the superior court in your county of residence. (See Penal
Code, § 4852.01.) If a pardon is granted, this application will become a public record, however specific personal information
will be redacted (hidden) before it is made available to the public.

APPLICANT INFORMATION
Name: _Ed Emmanuel Knox Date of Birth: 1986 Social Security Number:

Address: _California Men's Colony West, E-2-43up, P. O. Box 8103, San Luis Obispo, CA 93403

1. Conviction Summary:

tach additional pages if necessary.

List all prior convictions, including any in other states or countries. At

Offense(s): Date of offense(s): County of conviction(s): Sentence(s):
1 Count Attempted Murder 03/27/2006 Riverside County Total sentence:
2 Counts Assault w/a Firearm 03/27/2006 Riverside County 32 years to life/life withe
2 Counts False Imprisonment 03/27/2006 Riverside County possibility of parole (7 Yrs.)
2. Briefly describe the circumstances of the crime(s) for which you are requesting a pardon or commutation (attach additional
pages as necessary):

Please see the attached in the Memorandum in Support of Petition for Executive Clemency

3. Explain why you are requesting a pardon or commutation (attach additional pages as necessary):

Please see the attached in the Memorandum in Support of Petition for Executive Clemency, Section VI, page 11 and
Appendix number 1.

4. Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a pardon or commutation (attach additional pages if
necessary):

Please see the attached in the Memorandum in Support of Petition for Executive Clemency, Section VI, page 11 and
Appendix number 1.

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist in the preparation of this application, list their name,
address, and amount paid or given (required by Penal Code section 4807.2):

National Clemency Project, Inc., 3324 W. University Avenue, #237, Gainesville, FL 32607 - $1,750.00

Rev. 08/01/13
Application for Executive Clemency, Page 1
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STATEMENT OF NOTICE TO DISTRICT ATTORNEY AND DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY

This application may be submitted to the Board of Parole Hearings for investigation and recommendation pursuant to Penal
Code section 4812. This application may also be submitted to law enforcement or other agencies for investigation or recommendation.

Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805 require that you give the District Attorney in the county of conviction written notice of your
intention to apply for a pardon or commutation. You must complete the Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency (attached) and

mail it to the District Attorney before submitting this application to the Governor’s Office. If you are requesting a pardon for more than

one conviction involving more than one county, each District Attorney must be given notice.

I, _Ed Emmanuel Knox , declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that |
(Print Full Name)
have served the District Attorney of the County of _Riverside with notice of my intent to apply for a pardon or

(Name of County*)
commutation.

I further declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information I have provided on this
application is true and correct. | understand that any omission or misstatement of facts may result in the denial of the application and
the filing of perjury charges against me.

{4 }’(.,5( June 9, 24ly

7

Applicant’s Signature Date

*If Applicable, List Additional Counties Here (Send Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency to All Counties Listed)

Rev. 08/01/13
Application for Executive Clemency, Page 2
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BEFORE THE HONORABLE JERRY BROWN
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE MATTER OF:
ED EMMANUEL KNOX
DOC NO. F-75676

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF
PETITION FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY

Compiled by:

National Clemency Project
3324 W. University Avenue
#237

Gainesville, FL 32607

(954) 271-2304
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I. INTRODUCTION

Ed Emmanuel Knox is a remarkable individual. As a much younger man he
was involved in a horrible crime and sentenced to 32 years to life in prison. Instead
of resigning himself to that life, however, he has dedicated himself to education,
rehabilitation and service to others. After years of hard work and committed
introspection behind bars, Mr. Knox can now present himself as a suitable candidate
for commutation.

Mr. Knox is a thirty-two-year-old (32) prison inmate who has been
incarcerated for over 11 years. He is presently housed at California Men’s Colony
— West in San Luis Obispo, California.

In his request for Executive Clemency, he is strongly supported in this effort
by family and community, they all hope the Governor will agree that his
incarceration has achieved the ends of justice and he has paid his “debt to society”
through time and rehabilitative efforts. Mr. Knox’s release poses no risk to the
community, and in fact, he has shown a commitment to using his experience to
prevent others from making his same mistakes. Permitting his early release, on any
terms that may be appropriate, would inspire countless others to dedicate themselves

to self-improvement, and give hope that true rehabilitation is possible.
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‘ II. BACKGROUND

Ed Emmanuel Knox was born in East Baton Rouge Louisiana, on -
.986. He is not married and has no children.

On March 21, 2007, Mr. Knox, then 21 years old, was charged and convicted

of One Count of Attempted Murder, Two Counts of Assault with a Firearm, and

Two Counts of False Imprisonment.1

III. INSTITUTIONAL HISTORY AND ACCOMPLISHMENT

Throughout his prison experience, Mr. Knox has been determined to take
advantage of every possible opportunity to improve himself and to be of help to the
other inmates. He has participated in numerous programs designed for continuing
education, spiritual growth, self-improvement, and character building. He has
volunteered his time and talents whenever an opportunity presented itself. His
achievement history is most commendable. A detailed list of the accomplishments

of Mr. Knox while incarcerated are as follows:

1 A more detailed account of the facts, circumstances and evidence in this matter are included in
the Appendix.

-
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Educational:

Telecommunications Technologies — Introduction to Telecommunications
Telecommunications Technologies — Network Cabling Specialist

Leviton — Introduction to Network Cabling

C-Tech — Introduction to Network Cabling/Fiber Optic Based Systems
CETa — Associate Certified Electronics Technician

ETA International — Membership Certificate

State of California — NCCER Electronics Level I

State of California — NCCER Electronics Level I

State of California —- NCCER Electronics Level III

State of California — NCCER Electronics Level IV

State of California — Solar Photovoltaics Fundamentals

Granite Adult School — Keyboarding I

Granite Adult School — Filing and Records Management

Granite Adult School — Discovering Computers 2008

Centinela Desert Institute — Ofc. Services & Related Technologies Level I
Centinela Desert Institute — Ofc. Services & Related Technologies Level II
Centinela Desert Institute — Ofc. Services & Related Technologies Level I11
Microsoft Office Specialist — Office PowerPoint 2007

Microsoft Office Specialist — Office Word 2007

Microsoft Office Specialist — Office Excel 2007

Certiport — Basic Computer Hardware, Software & Internet Knowledge
NCCER - Core Curriculum

NCCER - Construction Technology

NCCER — Masonry Level One

NCCER - Masonry Level Two

NCCER — Masonry Level Three

NCCER - Masonry/All Levels

NCCER - Fundamentals of Crew Leadership

Programs:

e PASS — Module for Addiction
e PASS — Module for Anger Management

—3-
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PASS — Module for Conflict Resolution

PASS — Module for Domestic Violence

PASS — Module for Gang Diversion

PASS — Living With Purpose

PASS - Nonviolent Communication

PASS — Parenting

PASS — Reentry into Society

PASS - Victim Awareness

PASS - Diploma: All ten modules

PREP (Partnership for Reentry Program) — Turning Point II
PREP — Domestic Violence: Parts 1, 2 and 3 (14 lessons)
PREP — Certificate of Completion: 13 lesson course
CRIMINON - The Way to Happiness Course

CRIMINON - The Successful Parenting Skills Course
CRIMINON - The Handling Suppression Course

CRIMINON - The Communication Tools Course

CRIMINON - The Personal Integrity Course

CRIMINON - The Conditions of Life Course

CRIMINON - The Learning Skills Course

PREP — Life Skills & Self-development Modules: First — Eighth packets
PREP - Life Skills & Self-development Modules: Ninth packet
PREP - Life Skills & Self-development Modules: Tenth packet
PREP - Life Skills & Self-development Modules: Eleventh packet
PREP - Life Skills & Self-development Modules: Twelfth packet
Centinela Desert Institute — Business Lifeskills Program
Centinela Desert Institute — Money Management

Quest — Anger Management and Parenting/Family Violence
AVP California — Alternatives to Violence Project 2013

AVP California — Alternatives to Violence Project 2015

AVP California — Training for Facilitators Course 2016
Centinela State Prison — Cage Your Rage Program 2013
Centinela State Prison — Cage Your Rage Program 2014
Centinela State Prison — Life Without a Crutch 2014

Centinela State Prison — Life Without a Crutch 2015

AVP California — Training for Trainers Class 2018

—4—
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Extra Curricular

Insight Certificate Program

American Cancer Society — Making Strides Against Breast Cancer
Prison Letters 4 Our Struggling Youth
Book Reports

Insight Into Anger
Rehabilitation

Insight of Committed Offense
Victim Awareness

Domestic Violence

The Way to Happiness
Handling Suppression
Successful Parenting Skills
Internet Riches

VYVVVVVVY

Truly, Mr. Knox has used his time to his advantage. He has done all that would
be expected of him and more. He presents an overall impressive prison record. He
has been cited for any disciplinary infractions during his entire incarceration. This
exceptional commitment to following the rules, in such a highly structured
environment, suggests he will be able to continue his habits upon reentry.

Each day, Ed demonstrates that he is capable of re-entering free society as a
productive, conscientious and law-abiding citizen. He has shown he is determined
to improve himself, to become educated and to meticulously follow the rules and

requirements not only of the institution where he is held, but the programs that he
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vdluntarily undertakes. He has developed deep concern about his fellow man,
taking steps to improve the lives of the entire community. Mr. Knox demonstrates
that not only is rehabilitation possible, but a prisoner may grow and mature far

beyond the expectations of society.

IV. REASONS FOR GRANTING CLEMENCY

A. Maturity, Remorse, and Amendment of Life

Mr. Knox will forever live with his choices and mistakes and is burdened by
the pain he caused others. Mr. Knox made an important choice about the kind of
person he wanted to be when he went prison. Rather than succumbing to an
institutionalized existence, he chose to give everything back to the community. The
characteristics he lacked as a very young man — education, spiritual enlightenment,
friendships and mentorships — he undertook to learn and develop.

Mr. Knox demonstrates his maturity and sincere amendment of life by the
values he now holds dear. Not only does he understand the path he must follow to
live a good life by community standards but he realizes how important it is for him
to help others.

Mr. Knox is incredibly remorseful, but he realizes his shame and regret can

neither change the past nor ease the pain of the victims’ families. His only hope is

—6—
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that his drive to mentor other misguided young men may lead to a greater good from

which victims’ families may benefit.

B. Institutional Adjustment and Achievement as Evidence of Ability
To Act as a Responsible Person

Favorable consideration should be given to individuals who present proof of
ability to act as a responsible person. Such proof may be offered through evidence
of significant institutional achievement, such as work history, program participation,
and educational accomplishments or by providing evidence of good institutional
citizenship. Mr. Knox has certainly provided such proof. His outstanding
institutional history and conduct exemplify the development of maturity,
responsibility and a peaceful disposition.

Ed has made an excellent institutional adjustment and is a model inmate.

He gives due respect to staff, officers, and his fellow inmates. He is following

all rules and regulations to the letter, and demonstrating that he is capable of

entering society as a productive citizen.

Attached hereto are numerous letters from individuals who have known

him during his incarceration and support his release.2

2 See letters from friends, family and community members included in the Appendix.

—7-
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C. Overwhelming Family and Community Support

Ed has a large and extended support group consisting of family members and
friends eager to welcome him back to his community. They have pledged their help
and assistance in any way needed as he reintegrates into free society. It is evident
from their letters that they have great affection for him; and now, knowing him to be
the mature and responsible man he has developed into during his years of
confinement. The originals of support letters for the above are included in the
Appendix to this petition.

D. Disparity of the Sentence

Mr. Knox understands the severity of the crime he committed and in no way
means to belittle his culpability. Too, he is well aware that this Petition is no place
to argue law or facts. However, more facts are available now than at the sentencing
hearing. This Petition is purely a plea for mercy and any decision should only be
based on accurate and true circumstances surrounding this crime.

E. Aging Out of Violent Offenders

In an important op-ed in the New York Times in August, 2017, Marc Morjé

Howard argued in favor of parole — not just for drug offenders but also for violent

—8—
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offenders. It isn’t an easy argument to make. But it’s past time to start making it.

Prisoners whose sentences include a range of years — such as 15 to 25 years,
or 25 years to life — can apply to their state’s parole board for discretionary parole,
but they almost always face repeated denials and are sent back to wither away behind
bars despite evidence of rehabilitation. (Inmates who have served their maximum
sentence are released on what is called mandatory parole.)

But are prisoners who have served long sentences for violent crimes
genuinely capable of reforming and not reoffending? The evidence says yes. In fact,
only about 1 percent of people convicted of homicide are arrested for homicide again
after their release. Moreover, a recent “natural experiment” in Maryland is very
telling. In 2012, the state’s highest court decided that Maryland juries in the 1970s
had been given faulty instructions. Some defendants were retried, but many others
accepted plea bargains for time served and were released. As a result, about 150
people who had been deemed the “worst of the worst” have been let out of prison —
and none has committed a new crime or even violated parole.

As Howard concedes, there will always be a small population of prisoners
who aren’t capable of rehabilitation. But the vast majority are, particularly among
those in their mid-30s and older.

The story must be told.
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We also incarcerate people as a deterrent — so others won’t commit similar
crimes. But the research of Mark Kleiman, Professor of Public Policy at the
University of California, Las Angeles, (and others) suggests that to serve as an
effective deterrent, punishment needs to be swift and certain. What we have is the
opposite. We hand out severe punishments, but we do so inconsistently, and with
long lags between the crime itself and the imposition of a sentence. (Kleiman argues
— persuasively — that implementing less severe punishment more consistently and
more swiftly is a formula for both less crime and less incarceration).

V. REENTRY PLAN

Upon release from prison, Ed Knox will reside in a transitional home
designed to assist former inmates with a successful reentry into free society. He has
done extensive research and plans to channel his passion for self-improvement
through the resources offered such as temporary housing, food, self-help groups,
community service programs and job placement. He has made advance contact with

the Aletheia Christian Fellowship3 that will provide a letter of support upon

3 A copy of the letter acknowledging support from Aletheia Christian Fellowship is included in
the Appendix.
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reéeiving notice of his release. Ed’s strong work ethics, habits and behaviors will be
an invaluable resource in maintaining employment and seeking further
opportunities. He will also reunite with his family and rebuild the relationships with

all his loved ones.

V1. MR. KNOX’S OWN WORDS

Mr. Knox sincerely regrets that he will not be able to appear in person before
the Clemency and Pardons Board to speak on his own behalf. He has submitted a
letter, which is included in full in the Appendix.4 His thoughtful, remorseful and
insightful words provide reflective background to his own story. He is a man of
passion and of great hope. The following excerpt aptly illustrates his heartfelt
remorse:

“The hardest part in asking for a commutation of

my sentence is knowing that being remorseful for what I ’'ve

done doesn't change what I've done. Mr. Thompson still

has to live with permanent physical scarring and medical

problems. Mr. Jones still has to live with the psychological

trauma of watching his friend get shot with the thought he

4 The original of Mr. Knox’s entire letter is included in the Appendix.
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was going to be next. Mrs. Carter (Mr. Thompson's mom)
had to stop working for more than six months in order to
take care of Mr. Thompson at her home. Her family also
had to be relocated from the home they loved because they
feared for their safety. It brings me to tears when I think
about the impact of my crime. I give all the credit to my
process in prison, to my strong desire within to make
amends, and most properly to God. I hope it brings the
victims some comfort to hear that during my incarceration

I took advantage of every opportunity available to better

myself.”

VIII. CONCLUSION

Few inmates, if any, have presented such extraordinary accomplishments
during an 11-year prison term. Hopefully, his success will inspire other inmates to
similarly strive for personal improvement and rehabilitation. Mr. Knox is not only a
safe and proper candidate to be admitted back into society, but an inspiring example
of a man who has taken his mistakes and turned them into dedication for the

betterment of himself and his community. Mr. Knox may be one of the few

—12—
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individuals who has paid a significant debt to society, and who still may be eager to

continued giving back to the community each and every day. Commutation of his

sentence is not only appropriate but would greatly benefit the State of m

Respectfully submitted,

IR

Ed Emmanuel Knox

-13-
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE
Shyrl Lamar

In 1986, Shyrl Lamar and her crime partner planned to rob their neighbors,
Barbara Brien and William Glover. Ms. Lamar and her crime partner broke into
their home while they were sleeping. During the robbery, Ms. Lamar's crime
partner stabbed Ms. Brien and Mr. Glover to death. On December 12, 1990, the
Superior Court of California, County of Sacramento, sentenced Ms. Lamar to
two consecutive terms of life without the possibility of parole for two counts of
murder.

Ms. Lamar is now 69 years old and has been incarcerated for more than
33 years. Ms. Lamar has expressed sincere remorse for her role in this crime.
While serving a sentence with no hope of release, Ms. Lamar dedicated herself
to her rehabilitation. Ms. Lamar has distinguished herself by her exemplary
conduct and her commitment to her rehabilitation. Ms. Lamar has maintained
a perfect disciplinary record. She has participated in extensive self-help
programming and completed vocational training. Ms. Lamar has resided in an
honor dorm for more than two decades. A correctional officer in the honor
dorm praised Ms. Lamar for her “excellent [rapport] with staff as well as her
peers. [Ms. Lamar] is prompt, ready, and willing to do what is needed from her.
She has learned many skills since her incarceration that would make her be a
valued employee once released.” Another correctional officer commended
Ms. Lamar on her contributions to the honor dorm, writing that she “dedicated
her time in a variety of ways" and “helped foster a spirit of community and
unity.”

Ms. Lamar committed a serious crime that took the lives of Ms. Brien and
Mr. Glover. Since then, Ms. Lamar has dedicated herself to her rehabilitation. |
have carefully considered and weighed the evidence of Ms. Lamar's positive
conduct in prison and her good prospects for successful community reentry. |
have concluded that Ms. Lamar merits an opportunity to make her case to the
Board of Parole Hearings so it can determine whether she is suitable for parole.

This act of clemency for Ms. Lamar does not minimize or forgive her
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work she has done since
to fransform herself.

e 278 - 2020 Executive Report on Clemency




THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby commute the sentence of Shyrl Lamar to 33 years to life.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and
caused the Great Seal of the State
of Cdlifornia to be affixed this 27th
day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of Cdlifornia

ATTEST:

Q0. 000

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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APPLICATION FOR CLEMENCY

Office of the Governor
State Capitol
Sacramento, California 95814

This Application for Clemency must be used to request:

* acommutation (reduction) of the applicant's current sentence if the applicant is presently in prison or jail, or on probation or
parole;

e apardon based upon innocence; or

* apardon based upon rehabilitation if the applicant has completed his or her sentence but is not eligible for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation under Penal Code section 4852.01.

Please complete sections I, IIT and 1V and that portion of section II that applies to your case.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT IN BLUE OR BLACK INK

L
APPLICANT INFORMATION
To be completed by all applicants
LAST Name FIRST Name MIDDLE Name
LAMAR SHYRL TRENE
Date of Birth Place of Birth Social Security Number Prison Number

Current Residence

Address CENTRAL CALIFORNIA WOMEN'S FACTLITY APt, Lot, Suite, Space, etc.
23370 ROAD 22/P0 BOX 1508 C512-32-03LOW N/A

City State Zip Code

CHOWCHILL cA 93610-1508

Reason for Requesting Clemency

What relief are you requesting? (Complete the corresponding portion of section 1)

0O Pardon based on rehabilitation and not eligible for a Certificate % Commutation of O Pardon based upon
of Rehabilitation under Penal Code section 4852.01 current sentence innocence
0O Commutation/Pardon based on Battered Woman’s Syndrome 0O Compassionate O Other
Release

fV are you re uesting clemenci:
N GER THE RSON I WAS APPROXIMATELY 25 YEARS AGO. TO SHOW YnU

THAT I CAN MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICES AND REHABILITATION CAN BE OBTAIN IF THE

DESIRE TO HAVE IT AND THAT I DO AND DID.
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o,

Current Attorney Information

Are you currently represented by an attorney? 0O Yes & No

If yes, please provide his or her name, address and telephone number:

First and last name: Telephone number:

Address:

Information Required by Penal Code Section 4807.2

Have you paid or given any money, gift or consideration to anyone for assisting you with this application? =~ O Yes B No
If yes, please provide his or her name, address and telephone number:
First and last name: Telephone number:
Address:
IL.
REQUEST FOR CLEMENCY
Please complete the section below that applies to your request.
COMPASSIONATE RELEASE
Complete this section if you are presently in prison and requesting clemency due to a medical condition.
Please explain the medical condition that warrants clemency:
N/A
Your current physician’s name: Physician’s telephone number:

Physician’s address:

pursuant to Penal Code Sections 11707 O Yes g No

Have you applied to the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation or the Board of Parole Hearings for a recall of your sentence

If yes, what was the result?
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: PARDON BASED ON INNOCENCE
. Complete this section if you are requesting a pardon based upon innocence.

Describe the evidence of your innocence that was discovered after conviction and explain its importance.
N/A

Has this new evidence been presented to the arresting agency or district attorney? If so, what was the result?

Has this new evidence been presented to the courts? If so, what was the result?

COMMUTATION/PARDON BASED ON BATTERED WOMAN'S SYNDROME
Complete this section if you are requesting clemency based upon battered woman's syndrome.

Describe the evidence of battering and its effects in the relationship between you and the victim that led to the crime.
N/A

Was this evidence presented at trial?

Have you sought a writ of habeas corpus pursuant to Penal Code section 1473.5 based upon this evidence?
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NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPLY FOR CLEMENCY

This notice is submitted pursuant to Penal Code section 4804

To the District Attorney of SACRAMENTO County:
county of conviction
Please take notice that I, SHYRL TRENE LAMAR , was convicted of the crime of
first, middle and last name of applicant
PC 187 . . o
committed in the County of SACRAMENTO , State of California,
offense and penal code section county of conviction
07-12-%0 LWOP
convicted on and sentenced to
date sentence

I will submit an application to the Governor of the State of California requesting a

O Pardon based upon X Commutation of current sentence 0O Pardon based upon innocence
rehabilitation
O Compassionate release 0 Commutation/Pardon based on Battered Woman’s O Other

Syndrome

If other, briefly explain: T WILI, AUWAYS REMEMBER WILLIAM/BARBARA  AND CONTINUE TO BE REMORSFRUL, FOR T
FACT THAT THEY NO LONGER LIVE. REHABILITATION IS A LIFE LONG PROCESS THAT T SHOULD HAVE RFCONCNIZRED WHRY
IN SOCIETY. KNOWING THIS NOW IT SHALL BE A CONTINUOUS PART OF MY LIFE FROM HERE ON OUT. TURING MY TNCARCRRATION,

I HAVE GAINED KNOWLETGE TO DO THE RIGHT THINGS. NOT' BEING ABLE TO CHANGE THE PAST, I HAVE TEARNED TO MAKE, THR
RIGHT CHOICES IN THE FUTURE. T PRAY THAT YOU WILL GIVE ME THAT OPPORTUNITY AGAIN.

Y\ Qnav, &\UY\ \‘]\Q UNan, %h(/h_Q

Full Name &f Applicant — TYPED or PRINTED Applicant’s Sign{x@re

Mg 2

Month, Day, Year

Y O ox 130%- Calg- 22-3lowd

Applicant’s Street Address

Chowcidla, Co. Q3bip-150%"

Applicant’s City, State, Zip Code
" This Section to bé Coinpleted by District Atto

State of California

County of SS.

I District Attorney of the County of ,

State of California, do hereby acknowledge receipt of notice from

Name of Applicant
that he/she intends to apply to the Governor of the State of California for a Traditional Pardon.

[Signed]

District Attorney of the County of
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CAI.IFORNIA ALL-PURPOSE ACKNOWLEDGMENT

State of California

County of WM
On Q‘Z[ \.] D% 10\7«- before me, %Sl J ‘ |)Y)Y€ K _Hk_

Here Insert Mame a ie of the Officer

personally appeared 5\'\ %Y‘ \Yvyene, Lawmuy —

Name(s) of Signer(s)

who proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to
be the person(sy whose name(s) is/are subscribed to the
within instrument and acknowledged to me that
he7she/they executed the same inAis/her/their authorized
capacity(ies), and that by his/her/théir signature(s) on the
instrument the person(s); or the entity upon behalf of
which the person@)’ acted, executed the instrument.

| certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws
of the State of California that the foregoing paragraph is
true and correct.

WITNESS my hand : oﬁiw/
Signature

Place Notary Seal Above / Signature of Notary Public

OPTIONAL

Though the information below is not required by law, it may prove valuable ersons relying on the document
and could prevent fraudulent removal and reattachment of this form to another document.

Description of Attached Document

pelization for Clemercy

Title or Type of Document: _

Document Date: Aﬂ(ﬂ U.) |9—> “Number of Pages

Signer(s) Other Than Named Above. N / |

Capacity(ies) Claimed by Signer(s) /
ers NameS é. Im[ £, Lamay Signer's Name: "~ .
nd|V|duaI O Individual o

[J Corporate Officer — Title(s [J CorporateOfficer — Title(s): o

[J Partner — [J Limited OJ General [J Partn v, [ Limited ] General
[J Attorney in Fact OF SIGNER [J Attptney in Fact

0 Trustee Top of thumb here Ustee

[J Guardian or Conservator [J Guardian or Conservator

[J Other: [] Other: / /
Signer Is Representing:mL Signer Is Repres/ep}ifﬁz—
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE
Jose Ledesma

In 2003, Jose Ledesma shot info an occupied vehicle during a gang-
related crime, injuring Johnny Nunez. On October 4, 2004, the Superior Court of
Cdlifornia, County of Los Angeles, sentenced Mr. Ledesma to seven years for
attempted murder with a 25-years-to-life sentence enhancement, plus one year
for assault with a firearm on a person, a total prison term of 33 years to life.

Mr. Ledesma was 25 years old at the time of the crime and is now 42. He
has been incarcerated for nearly 17 years. In his application for clemency, Mr.
Ledesma expressed deep remorse for this crime and wrote, "I am ashamed and
I am sorry for my actions and the destructive decisions | have made over my
lifetime. | am ashamed of who | was. | have matured a great deal over the
years, striving to be a better person each and every day."

While in prison, Mr. Ledesma has worked hard to better himself. He has a
good disciplinary record and has participated in self-help programming. He has
completed certifications in computer programming and is currently enrolled in
vocational training. Mr. Ledesma has been praised by several staff members for
his positive conduct and efforts at his rehabilitation. An instructor wrote that Mr.
Ledesma "demonstrates a respectful and positive attitude. He stays busy on his
assignments and is not a disciplinary problem. He has used his time in prison to
better himself by taking college courses and various self-help courses. Inmate
Ledesma has the knowledge, skills, and the ability to excel in his community
upon release and will be a productive member of society and an excellent
employee."”

Mr. Ledesma’s commutation application was reviewed by the Board of
Parole Hearings, which voted at an en banc meeting to recommend a
clemency grant. The California Supreme Court also made a recommendation
for a clemency grant, a process required by the California Constitution for cases
in which the applicant has been convicted of more than one felony.

Mr. Ledesma committed a serious crime that injured Mr. Nunez. Since
then, he has committed himself to his rehabilitation. | have carefully considered
and weighed the evidence of Mr. Ledesma'’s positive conduct in prison, the fact
that he was a youthful offender, and his good prospects for successful
community reentry. | have concluded that Mr. Ledesma merits an earlier
opportunity to make his case to the Board of Parole Hearings so it can
determine whether he is suitable for parole.

This act of clemency for Mr. Ledesma does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.
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THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby commute the sentence of Jose Ledesma to make him
eligible forimmediate parole consideration and release upon a grant of parole
subject to all applicable review periods.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and
caused the Great Seal of the State
of Cdlifornia to be affixed this 27th
day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:

Q0,000

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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- : CoM 730-13
| , RECEIVEp

- ' JUN 26 2918
Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. - State Capitol - Sacramento, CA QSS%OVERNOR-SO f
B
GAL AFFAIRgCE
APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE

Complete this application to request a commutation of sentence from the Governor. A commutation is a reduction or elimination of
a sentence. If granted, this application will become a public record, however specific personal information will be redacted
(hidden) before it is made available to the public.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name: \Joce | uis L edesme DateofBirth: -11_1 nmateld: V' 57720

Address: T conwocd .0, P.O. Box 2199 Blythe ,CA 92226 Fadlity: C - Yord

1. Conviction Summary:

List all prior convictions, including in any other states or countries. Attach additional pages as necessary.
Offense(s): Date of offense(s): County of Conviction(s): Sentences(s):

Please see attoched letter brief.

2. Briefly describe the circumstances of the crime(s) for which you are requesting a commutation (attach additional
pages as necessary):

Clecse see attoched letter bieief.

3. Explain why you are requesting a commutation (attach additional pages as necessary):

Pleace see attached letter beief.

4. Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a commutation (attach additional pages as necessary):

Please see attached \ettec bheref.

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist in the preparation of this application, list the name,
address, and amount paid or given (required by penal code section 4807.2):

N /A

. Rev. 09/25/2013
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Jose L. Ledesma-V57720

APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE

Conviction Summary:

Current Conviction:

Offense(s) Date of County of Sentence(s)
offense(s) conviction(s)
PC 664/187(Count 1) | April 14,2003 | Los Angeles 7 years/plus 25 years to life for GBI/Firearm
use enhancements (12022.53 Subdivision(d)
245 (Count 2) April 14,2003 | Los Angeles 3 years-Stayed
245-(Count 3) April 14,2003 | Los Angeles 1 year

246-(Count 4)

April 14, 2003

Los Angeles

5 years-Stayed

Court
Case#VA076424

Total Sentence: 33 years to life

Past Convictions:

Offense(s) Date of County of Sentence(s)
offense(s) conviction(s)
459-PC-Burglary 496(A)PC- | 10-24 95 Orange County | 36 months probation, 365 days in
Receiving/ETC stolen jail/restitution
property
Count1-2800.2 VC- | 3-16-93 Los Angeles 4 years-California Youth Authority
EvadePeaceOfficer:Disregard (Arrived-April 8, 1993)
Safety/Count 2-10851-Take CYA#66799
vehicle  without owners
consent
PC 487H(A) Grand theft  9-5-92 Los Angeles Petitioned and detained
:vehicle, vessels

I had other run-ins with the law for under the influence of controlled substance arrests, and grand theft:

vehicle as a juvenile, however, I do not have access to those records.

2. Briefly describe the circumstances of the crime(s) for which you are requesting a commutation:

My case involved the shooting of Johnny Nunez, who was seated inside a green ford escort that was being
driven by his sister Christine Nunez. On April 14, 2003, shortly after 6:PM, the green ford escort was stopped
for a red light on Norwalk Boulevard in the city of Artesia when approximately four gun shots were fired into
the vehicle, striking Johnny Nunez once in the stomach, the bullet exited his stomach and hit his elbow.
Johnny Nunez pushed Christine Nunez’ head down, and Christine Nunez was not physically harmed. I was
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> APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE

driving a white ford explorer, I pulled up close to the driver’s side of Christine Nunez’ vehicle, pointed and
fired a gun at them. Fortunately, Mr. Nunez survived, and Christine Nunez was not physically harmed.

I had a trial which began on October 31, 2003, and concluded one week later. A jury convicted me of one
count of attempted murder, 2 counts of assault with a firearm, and one count of shooting at an occupied motor
vehicle with great bodily injury and firearm use enhancements. After a retrial motion was denied, I was
sentenced on October 4, 2004. As to count 1, the court sentenced me to the mid-term of 7 years, and to an
additional 25 years to life for GBI/Firearm use enhancements. As to count 2, the sentence was 3 years mid-
term that was stayed, and the section 12022.7 allegation was stricken. As to count 3, the court imposed 1 year,
and stayed the section12022.5 allegation. As to count 4, the sentence was 5 years mid-term that was stayed.
The total sentence imposed was 33 years to life with parole.

3. Explain why you are requesting a commutation:

I am requesting a commutation of my sentence because I am no longer a threat or a danger to society or to my
local community. I have come a long way and have matured tremendously, gaining insight into why I
committed my life crime, and understanding and embracing my desperate need for change.

I have a lengthy sentence of 33 years to life, 8 years determinate sentence, and an additional 25 years to life
for GBI/Firearm use enhancements. Without intervention, my earliest chance to go before a Board of Parole
Hearings for parole consideration would be in 8 years from now in 2026. Again, | am requesting a
commutation of my sentence because I am no longer a threat or a danger to society or to my community. My
thoughts are different, my speech is different, my life, the way I live, is different. Though I am deserving of
the sentence I received, I plea for grace and mercy, that I may be granted the opportunity to be interviewed by
a Board of Parole Hearings for parole consideration and suitability sooner than what my date is now.

4. Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a commutation:

Today, I have good understanding of the type of impact I had on Johnny Nunez and Christine Nunez. I take
full responsibility for my actions. I have done a lot of soul searching, digging deeply into my past, getting to
the root of when my problems started, when and why I started to do wrong, and how things evolved over my
lifetime up to the day of my life crime. I am ashamed and I am sorry for my actions and the destructive
decisions I have made over my lifetime. I am ashamed of who I was. I have matured a great deal over the
years, striving to be a better person each and every day. Johnny and Christine Nunez deserve nothing less than
for me to show my sincere remorse and repentance through how I live.

I am ready to be a productive member of society. I firmly believe that who I am determined to be as a free
man, I should already be while still in prison, even considering our confined circumstances. My time in prison
has not been easy. I came in with warped beliefs, and addicted to a destructive lifestyle. My hope is that you
will see me, not for who I was, but rather, for who I have become.
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My transformation started January 15, 2013. I was informed that my mother had passed. I consider this day
my wake up call. It was a day that changed me forever. An overwhelming conviction came over me about the
life I had lived up to that point. Crying and grieving, I fell to my knees and prayed, asking God to forgive me,
to change me, and to do with me as He saw fit. He answered my prayers. I got a bible, and I started doing
bible study correspondence courses through The Salvation Army (The Western U.S. Territory-Long Beach,
CA). Also, God gave me the Grace and courage to cut ties with my gang affiliations/associations. I knew I
was done living the way I had been for so many years. I am a Christian man who strives to live by Christian
principles and Christian values. I submit Exhibit A as documented evidence to my testimony of who I am
today. Please know that my reason for submitting this document is not because it was determined that I wasn’t
a participant in this riot between Hispanics and African Americans. I submit it because I was, in fact, not a
participant. I sat down and I prayed. Thank God He kept me from harms’ way. It was one of the most difficult
things I have ever done. Not participating in race riots or other things associated with criminal/gang activity
could have hazardous consequences. As I stated previously, I cut ties with gang affiliations/associations. |
identify myself as a Christian man following the Lordship of Jesus Christ. This doesn’t guarantee my safety.
However, it does mean that I am a new man determined to live a God fearing life of love, forgiveness, and
compassion for other people. I pray that you will take into account the consistency of my record since my
conversion to Christianity in January 2013.

I have a lengthy sentence of over three decades. I have been incarcerated since April 30, 2003. I am in my
sixteenth year of incarceration. It has been a long journey. As of January, 2018, I meet the youth offender
criteria pursuant to PC 3051 due to AB 1308. I pray you will take into consideration the time that has elapsed
since my crime occurred, and my growth since then. Also, [ have an immigration hold that I have to deal with
once I’'m found suitable for release. My mother brought me to this country when I was only months old. I
hope to be able to stay here and be a contributor to my community. I graduated high school in 1997, I have
held full time employment, I payed and filed for taxes from 1998-2003, and I was a home owner from 2001-
2003 ( . It is likely that this immigration process could take years
to resolve. In light of this, I pray you will grant me a commutation of my sentence, so that once I am found
suitable, I may move on to dealing with my immigration hold.

Please take into consideration that, as it stands, my earliest chance at parole would be when I‘'m almost 50
years old. At 41 years old, I am the youngest of eight siblings. During my incarceration, both my mother and
father have passed, an uncle, and as recently as 2017, my sister-in-law died of lung cancer at the age of 47. So
much loss has helped me realize how precious and how short life is. I'm sure that the older I get, the less
opportunity I’ll have at gaining employment. I pray you grant me another opportunity at making a living, to
give back to my community, to be able to provide for myself, and having a normal place to live.

I have strong family support despite my many failures. I am blessed to have their forgiveness and support. I
have multiple job offers, as well as places of residence from which to choose depending on what suits me best
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for success. Whatever the case, they will all help whether it’s a place to live, transportation, money for
clothes, food, and moral support. I have an Acceptance Letter from Serving California/Prison Fellowship for
transitional housing upon my release. They will send the Board of Parole Hearings an updated Acceptance
Letter when I’m within a year of parole consideration. They will continue to help me in my Theology Studies.
I know what I want to do. I have a vision. | am a minister of God’s Word here at Ironwood S. P. My life is,
and will continue to be one of Ministry and service according to the teachings of the Holy Bible. I have a
strong support team, like Bob and Paula Willcutt, my TUMI instructors, and Raul Orozco and his team,
Christian Ministry volunteers here at Ironwood, who will continue to mentor me, help me in my development
as a Christian leader and Bible teacher, and hold me accountable upon my release. I consider them all my
spiritual parents.

I am currently enrolled in The Urban Ministry Institute (TUMI), I am closing out my third year on a four year
college-level seminary curriculum on Christian Leadership Studies. The topics covered consist of Biblical
Studies, Christian Ministry, Urban Mission, and Theology and Ethics. I am also enrolled in Desert Oasis
Adult School/Office Services & Related Technologies. I was recently certified by Microsoft for Computer
Literacy. I expect to be certified by Microsoft in Word, Excel, and Power Point within the next few months.

In closing, I’d like to say that I’ve taken and continue to be involved with several self-help groups. They have
all contributed to my transformation, but none more so than the Word of God and my biblical studies through
TUML. I am taking my recovery seriously. As I stated in the beginning, I will continue to honor Johnny Nunez
and Christine Nunez by how I live. I pray that you will strongly consider granting me a commutation of my
sentence so that I may continue to honor them outside of these walls. Thank you for your time and

consideration.
Sincerely,
%ﬂé ﬂ{ UL a{ec/&m?a

Jose L. Ledesma-V57720

Page 4
291 - 2020 Executive Report on Clemency



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE
Rodney McNeal

In 1997, Rodney McNeal was arrested for the stabbing death of his
pregnant wife, Debra McNeal. Mr. McNeal has maintained his innocence. On
May 3, 2000, the Superior Court of California, County of San Bernardino,
sentenced Mr. McNeal to two consecutive terms of 15 years to life for each
murder, a total prison term of 30 years to life.

Mr. McNeal was 27 years old at the time of the crime and he is now 50.
He has been incarcerated for 22 years. While in prison, Mr. McNeal has
demonstrated a commitment to his self-improvement and rehabilitation. A
correctional officer commended Mr. McNeal for having an outstanding
attitude, writing, "l believe [Mr. McNeal] is ready to become a productive
member of society.” A sponsor noted Mr. McNeal's positive attitude, good
behavior, and sincerity, and a social worker praised Mr. McNeal for coming to
his aid during a medical emergency. A staff psychologist commended Mr.
McNeal for being an asset to the prison and stated “that [Mr. McNeal] is able,
capable, and willing to show the same in the community if given the
opportunity.” A licensed clinical social worker praised Mr. McNeal for his positive
behavior and wrote: “[Mr. McNeal] is ready, in my opinion, for reentry into
society and very capable [of becoming a] productive member of society upon
his release.” Two nurses commended Mr. McNeal for being an asset in the
prison clinic and both wrote that they believed Mr. McNeal would continue to
be an asset to the community if released.

Mr. McNeal was convicted of a serious crime that took the life of Debra
McNeal, who was pregnant at the time. Since then, Mr. McNeal has committed
himself to his self-improvement. | have carefully considered and weighed the
evidence of Mr. McNeal's positive conduct in prison and his good prospects for
successful community reentry. | have concluded that Mr. McNeal merits an
earlier opportunity to make his case to the Board of Parole Hearings so it can
determine whether he is suitable for parole.

This act of clemency for Mr. McNeal does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

T
CERTEE 64
RS-
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THEREFORE, 1, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of Cadlifornia, do hereby commute the sentence of Rodney McNeal to make him
eligible forimmediate parole consideration and release upon a grant of parole

subject to all applicable review periods.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and

caused the Great Seal of the State
of Cadlifornia to be affixed this 27th
day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM

Governor of California

ATTEST:

.

ALEX P

ILLA

Secretary of State
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Governor Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramento, California 95814

\‘\

RE-APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION AND PARDON

Complete this form if in the last three years, you submitted a commutation or pardon application to a past administration,
or obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, and wish Governor Newsom to consider your application. Do not submit any
additional documents about your case until requested to do so by the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings.
If you submitted an application to Governor Newsom after January 7, 2019, your application is pending; do not submit
this form. Learn more about the commutation and pardon process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for
information to: Cffice of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814,

APPLICANT INFORMATION

McNeal, Rodney Patrick .
Name (Last/First/Middle): OV Y 78X Name on Prior Application (if different):

Date of Birth: -1 969 Social Security Number: _-

DR Number: 80613 Name of Facility/prison: @@lifornia Correctional Institute
Residence address: 24900 Highway 202, Tehachapi, CA 9356

Mailing Address (i aiferenty: @13 P-O. Box 608 Tahachapi, CA 93581

Home/cell phone: INOt @pplicable , . .. Not applicable

Not applicable

Email:

| previously submitted: = Application for Commutation of Sentence
O Certificate of Rehabilitation
= Application for Pardon

Did you receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings
regarding your application? Have you been interviewed regarding your application? If yes, please describe:

Mr. McNeal was interviewed by Michael Mott from former-Governor Brown's office in early 2018. Mr. McNeal did not receive a case number
or any other correspondence regarding his application.

oty IS o Soos s

Applicant S&nature Date

SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO:
THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL, ATTN: LEGAL AFFAIRS/CLEMENCY, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814,
DO NOT SUBMIT ANY OTHER DOCUMENTS AT THIS TIME.

New 2019
Re-Application Form, Page 1 of 1
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THE CALIFORNIA INNOCENCE PROJECT
California Western School of Law
225 Cedar Street

San Diego, CA 92101

(619) 525-1485

April 27, 2013

'S

#

The Honorable Edmund G. Brown Jr. ’:'f'i-':
Governor of the State of California gg i W
Attn: Legal Affairs Nt i
State Capitol ;‘ 3 ! i i
Sacramento, CA 95814 S
Re:  Petition for Executive Clemency on behalf of Rodney Patrick McNeal

Dear Governor Brown:

The California Innocence Project respectfully requests the clemency of Rodney Patrick
McNeal, a man condemned to 30 years to life in prison for a crime he did not commit. Already,
it has cost California tax payers over $540,000 to house him in prison for this wrongful
conviction. That number grows every day.

Patrick’s wrongful conviction is unsupported by any physical or direct evidence linking
him to the crime. In fact, the known sequence of events and physical evidence atthe crime scene
has always suggested Patrick could not have been the perpetrator.

In 1997, Patrick came home during his lunch break to find his pregnant wife, Debra
McNeal, and unborn baby lying dead in the bathtub in the master bathroom of their home. There
was blood trailed throughout the house and on the walls, the furniture was in disarray, and it
appeared the assailant attempted to clean up the crime scene with various cleaning supplies.
Despite the bloody and disarrayed crime scene, only a small amount of blood was detected on
Patrick’s pants, and his clothes were absent the odor of bleach.

Based on a stormy marital relationship, a jury convicted Patrick of second degree murder.
The jury chose to ignore the timeline of events, a timeline which rendered it impossible for
Patrick to have murdered Debra and their unborn child. No physical evidence exists tying
Patrick to the crime, and in fact, the available physical evidence points against Patrick’s
involvement. Despite the amount of blood throughout the house and apparent close proximity
between Debra and her assailant, very little was found on Patrick’s clothing, and that miniscule
amount was consistent with his attempt to lift her body when he found her. More importantly,
since his conviction, the true perpetrator, Jeffery Todd West, confessed to the murder.

SD\1320719.1
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The Hon. Edmund G. Brown Jr.
April 27, 2013

THE INNOCENCE MARCH: A JOURNEY OF HOPE

Executive clemency has provided the ‘fail safe” in our criminal justice
system. It is an unalterable fact that our judicial system, like the human
beings who administer it, is fallible. But history is replete with examples of
wrongfully convicted persons who have been pardoned in the wake of after-
discovered evidence establishing their innocence.’

The California Innocence Project (“CIP”) is a nonprofit legal organization at California
Western School of Law dedicated to releasing wrongfully convicted individuals. Founded in
1999, CIP reviews more than 2,000 claims of innocence from California inmates each year. CIP
staff and volunteers carefully screen all claims of innocence before accepting any for
representation. This thorough screening process ensures CIP devotes its resources to those cases
that truly involve the wrongly convicted. As a result, CIP pursues only one out of every
thousand cases. Rodney “Patrick™ McNeal’s wrongful conviction is one of these cases.

Since its inception, CIP has secured the release of ten innocent inmates from prison.
Unfortunately, however, not all claims have been so successful. Often, because of the age of the
case, destruction of evidence or the technical limitations of the justice system, some inmates
seem doomed to spend the rest of their lives in prison for crimes they did not commit. In light of
this reality, CIP is embarking on an unprecedented effort in requesting that you exercise
executive clemency on behalf of twelve innocent individuals.

- On April 27, 2013, a group of lawyers, students, exonerees, and family members of the
wrongfully convicted and others supporting the cause began a journey from San Diego to
Sacramento—on foot—to march this clemency request and eleven others like it to your office.
Motivated by a desire to correct these injustices, and emboldened by over 36,000 signatures on a
Change.org petition, the California Innocence Project and its supporters ask you to right these
wrongs and grant executive clemency to the California Twelve.

' The Honorable William Rehnquist, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States,
Herrera v. Collins, 506 U.S. 390, 415 (1993) (internal citations omitted).
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The Hon. Edmund G. Brown Jr.
April 27, 2013

RODNEY PATRICK MCNEAL: AN INNOCENT MAN WHO
IS PREPARED FOR FREEDOM

A. Young Rodney Patrick McNeal

Rodney Patrick McNeal was born in Wichita, Kansas in 1969. Patrick never knew his
biological father, who had died within a year of Patrick’s birth—a fact Patrick does not
remember. As a single parent, Patrick’s mother worked as a nurse, barely making enough money
to support Patrick and his siblings. She was too proud to ask for public assistance, leaving the
refrigerator bare and making mayonnaise sandwiches a normal meal for her children.

Patrick’s mother remarried when he was very young. Patrick’s stepfather was a non-
commissioned officer in the Air Force who was either stationed overseas or in different places
throughout the United States. While his stepfather improved their financial situation, he failed to
bond with Patrick and his siblings. Patrick remembers his stepfather calling from overseas only
to speak with Patrick’s mother.

Patrick and his family moved all over the United States for his stepfather’s job, which is
typical for military families. Unlike his siblings, Patrick embraced each move as a new
adventure. They moved from Kansas to Nebraska, then to New Hampshire, and finally to San
Bernardino where Patrick attended San Gorgonio High School.

Patrick decided to get a college degree even though college was never discussed in his
home. With the right amount of confidence and desire, Patrick attended San Bernardino Valley
College. His GPA was less than stellar, because according to Patrick, he was living by his
mother’s motto, “just pass, baby.” So, Patrick was shocked when he was accepted to the
University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV). The decision to move to Las Vegas with his mother
was not easy because, just before deciding to move, he found out his girlfriend Amber Long was
expecting their first child. However, Patrick decided an education would only help him be a
better father. Patrick moved to Las Vegas with his mother and began attending UNLV.
Patrick’s daughter Candace McNeal was born in February 1991, one of Patrick’s happiest days.
In an effort to be unlike his stepfather, when Patrick was not studying or working, he traveled
from Las Vegas to California to spend time with his daughter.

On July 3, 1991, Patrick and his sister Ebony Grant received a phone call saying their
mother never made it to work. After searching the house, they found their mother dead in her
bathroom. Patrick attempted CPR to no avail. Ebony Grant remembers Patrick trying to stay
calm for her but eventually breaking down into tears. After their mother’s death, Patrick moved
in with his brother’s family. Patrick graduated from UNLV with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Criminal Justice. He then moved to San Bernardino with Amber Long and worked as a
counselor for troubled teens. Patrick and Long had their second child, Tiana McNeal, in 1993.
Unfortunately, Patrick and Long’s relationship ended in 1995. They worked out a custody order
where they both would receive fifty percent custody of the children.

Patrick met his wife Debra McNeal shortly after his divorce. By this time, Patrick was a
probation officer with the San Bernardino County Probation Department, and the two
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immediately fell in love. They decided to get married; Debra became pregnant by November
1996, and both she and Patrick were excited to welcome another child to the family. Patrick and
Debra had a rocky marriage; they fought significantly and the police were even called to their
house on more than one occasion. However, as Patrick explained, “despite what outside
impressions may be, we were in love and enjoying each others [sic] company.”

March 10, 1997, the day he found Debra dead, was the worst day of Patrick’s life.
Patrick understood the Sheriff’s department had to investigate him as a suspect; naively,
however, he believed it was simply protocol. He did not expect to be wrongfully convicted.

The Murder of Patrick’s Wife: Timing Is Everything

On March 10, 1997, Patrick arrived home just before 12:30 p.m. to take his wife, Debra,
to a doctor’s appointment. There, he discovered Debra, who was six months pregnant, brutally
murdered and submerged in water in the bathtub of the master bedroom. Patrick tried to lift
Debra out of the tub, but was unable to do so. After unsuccessfully trying to find the cordless
phone, he ran over to a neighbor’s home and asked them to call 911. When police arrived, they
discovered that the house had been trashed; furniture had been slashed, a wall unit knocked over,
and a trail of blood led from the living room to the master bathroom. Police determined Debra
had been beaten and stabbed, ultimately dying of manual strangulation.

Based on their rocky marriage, police arrested Patrick for Debra’s murder. The theory
was that Patrick and Debra had argued when he arrived home to take her to her doctor’s
appointment and, in a fit of rage, he killed her.

The timeline of events spoke otherwise. Based on the following phone records and
eyewitness testimony, Patrick was at his office until 12:15 p.m.

Computer records show Patrick worked on a report that was last modified at 11:54 a.m.
After that, six phone calls were placed from Patrick’s office telephone to his home telephone
number between 12:14 and 12:19 p.m., but the calls did not go through. Patrick’s co-workers,
Michael Paganini and Paul Callanan, estimated they left for lunch at approximately 12:10 -
12:15 p.m., and they rode down in the elevator with Patrick at that time. Paganini and Callanan
recall leaving for lunch later than normal because Paganini was on the telephone. Office
telephone records show Paganini placed two calls at 12:01 and 12:02 p-m., and received a call at
12:13 p.m. The incoming call lasted just over three minutes. Paganini did not recall whether he
personally answered the incoming call at 12:13 p-m., but if he did not answer it, the call would
have gone to an-answering machine; no one else would have taken the call. When Paganini and
Callanan met Patrick in the elevator, sometime soon after 12:10 p.m., they asked if he would like
to join them for lunch. Patrick declined the offer, stating he was taking his wife to a doctor’s
appointment.

With normal lunch hour traffic, it takes approximately eight minutes to drive from
Patrick’s office to his home, and an additional two and one half minutes to go from his office to
the parking lot. Thus, based on the timeline established by phone records and witness testimony,
Patrick arrived home just before 12:30 p.m., shortly before the 911 call was placed. The first
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police officers arrived at the scene at about 12:32 p.m. It would have been impossible for Patrick
to kill Debra, ransack the house, and clean up the crime scene in that timeframe.

Further, the blood spatter patterns in the living room indicated that whoever beat and
killed Debra would have significant amounts of Debra’s blood on their clothing. Patrick had no
such blood on him or his clothing. Thus, even if one assumed that Patrick was somehow able to
commit this gruesome crime and change clothes in the mere minutes between his arrival home
and the police’s arrival at his door, it is unreasonable to suppose that he could have disposed of
the bloody clothes. Instead, reason dictates that the bloody clothes would have been found at or
near the crime scene. No such clothes were recovered, however.

Finally, there were unidentified hairs and fibers found on Debra which did not match
Patrick. Unfortunately, despite all this compelling evidence of Patrick’s innocence, the jury
convicted Patrick and a court sentenced him to 30 years to life in prison.

The Trial: A Conviction Lacking Evidence

The only physical evidence was a small blood stain on Patrick’s pant leg, which was
unsurprising because Patrick attempted to lift Debra from the tub when he initially found her.
The lack of physical evidence found on Patrick or his clothes is in direct conflict with the blood
trailed throughout the house and on the walls. The blood spatter patterns in the living room area
were consistent with a beating, stabbing, or shaking of a hand or hair with blood on it. Although
the prosecution’s experts opined that she would expect blood to be on the assailant’s shirt,
Patrick’s shirt had no blood. There were bloody shoeprints in the house but there was no blood
detected on Patrick’s shoes.

Debra’s arms had significant defensive wounds, indicating an obvious struggle between
Debra and her assailant. The suspect’s hair or clothing fiber would have therefore been found on
Debra. However, the hair and fibers found on Debra did not originate from Patrick.

The police failed to link Patrick to the crime through physical evidence. The prosecution
chose to ignore the utter lack of physical evidence, which would normally be plentiful in a
bloody, messy, rushed crime. Instead, they relied on the problems Patrick and Debra faced
during the course of their marriage to cover up the troubling holes at the center of their case.

Post-Trial Proceedings: The True Culprit Confesses

Setting aside the impossible timeline and lack of any physical evidence, the fact remains
that we now know the identity of the true perpetrator—Patrick’s half-brother, Jeffery Todd West.

After Patrick was convicted, West confessed to murdering Debra. In 2005, West pleaded
guilty to an unrelated double homicide in Las Vegas, Nevada. At an evidentiary hearing, Cary
McGill, a family friend, testified that West not only described the killing of Debra, but described
the killing of the two men in Las Vegas. Eerily, Debra’s murder had similarities to other
murders Jeff had committed: upon killing his victims, he would place them in the bathtub.
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In July 2006, the California Innocence Project filed a Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus
on Patrick’s behalf and presented the evidence of third-party culpability—that West killed
Debra. West said he was “going to kill the bitch” because Patrick had a successful career and
Debra was ruining it.

At an evidentiary hearing in front of a San Bernardino Superior Court judge, witness
Cary McGill, a friend of West, testified that West had described Debra’s murder to him in detail.
According to Cary, West said that he beat Debra until she was unconscious, then he dragged her
into the bathroom. This testimony was corroborated by the evidence discovered at the scene.

Patrick’s half-sister, Ebony Grant, also half-sister to West, testified at Patrick’s
evidentiary hearing that West had confessed to killing Debra. When questioned about why she
waited so long to come forward, Ebony explained she was scared of West. When Ebony lived
with West, West would abuse her for no reason. On one occasion, West threw a knife at her
back. Ebony witnessed West choke his ex-wife, Janice Williams, and would often come home
from middle school to see marks and bruises on Williams. West threatened Ebony and said,
“that he would kill [Ebony] and lose no sleep.” In explaining why she finally decided to put her
fear aside and tell the truth, Ebony said, “...I can’t keep on running. I can’t keep holding this in,
because it’s tearing me up. So I had no choice but to say something. That was the right thing to
do.”

At the evidentiary hearing, Patrick called three other witnesses who testified to numerous
instances of abuse they suffered at the hands of West over the course of several years. Williams,
West’s ex-wife, recounted various incidents of violence during the relationship. Charlotte
Yazzie, West’s ex-girlfriend and the mother of one of West’s children, also testified that West
abused her several times during the course of their relationship. On two separate occasions,
West kicked Yazzie in the stomach while she was pregnant, causing a miscarriage the first time.
Grant and Cary McGill both recounted an incident where West put William’s dog, Licorice, in
an ice chest and left it there until it died. McGill recounted that West had also confessed to him
about killing two Mexicans in a drug transaction. In fact, West told McGill he drowned one of
the Mexicans by putting the man in a bathtub and used his foot to hold him under the water.

When called to the stand by the California Innocence Project, West invoked his rights
against self-incrimination under the Fifth Amendment to almost every question asked that related
to Debra and the baby’s murder. Similarly, West asserted his Fifth Amendment right when
asked about the various allegations of abuse, including whether: Yazzie tried to run him over
with her car; McGill ever shot at him; he ever confided in McGill; he beat Williams with a chain,
or poured gasoline on her; he beat Grant, or threw a knife at her, or stated that he could kill her
right now and not lose any sleep; he ever beat Grant’s father and put him in the hospital; he ever
beat Yazzie; he had committed the murders in Las Vegas relating to the two drug dealers; and he
had spoken to Williams, Yazzie, or Grant about their testimony at Patrick’s hearing.

A presentation of West’s confession and his history of violence and similar acts, the lack
of blood found on Patrick after allegedly committing a brutal, bloody, and rushed murder, and
the fact of the impossible timeframe within which Patrick had to commit the crime and clean

SD\1320719.1
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himself up, was still not enough for the court. The San Bernardino Superior Court judge declined
to reverse Patrick’s conviction.

Like all petitioners in post-conviction matters, Patrick was faced with a big hurdle: the
fact that courts view newly discovered evidence or recanting witnesses with “distrust and
disfavor.”® The courts presume both the defendant is trying to manipulate the criminal justice
system and the witnesses supporting the inmate’s claim were threatened or bribed.
Unfortunately, new evidence claims and recantations usually come from troubled witnesses
(those in gangs, with a criminal background, and/or with history of drug use), making it more
difficult for the defendant to overcome these presumptions.” What courts often fail to consider
is, like Ebony and McGill, fear paralyzes many victims and witnesses in coming forward. In
fact, the most common reason for not reporting a crime involving a weapon or injury is due to
fear of retaliation. “Crimes perpetrated by someone the victim knew well...[are] more likely to
go unreported than crimes committed by a stranger.” Although these statistics relate to victims,
the same triggers and motivations apply to McGill and Grant because they were threatened by
West, a person they each know is violent and capable of murder.

The Future: Patrick Is Prepared for a New Life Outside Prison

Patrick has maintained his positive attitude and tenacious drive to be a better person in
spite of being wrongfully incarcerated for almost sixteen years. He made the choice long ago to
spend his prison term staying true to the saying, “Instead of serving time, let time serve you.”®
Patrick has done just that—he has marked his time in prison with constant employment,
participation in many self-help programs, and continuation of his education.” Patrick’s
impeccable work attendance and professionalism did not go unnoticed. His success in each of
these areas is evidenced by his various certificates, and through the positive notifications from
his supervisors, correctional officers, and group leaders.®

Currently, Patrick is a clerk in the Medical Department at the California Institution for
Men in Chino, California. This job placement requires Patrick to work beside female medical
and correctional staff, putting him in a position of trust. Only inmates with a history of good

> Exh. A at Tab 1 (Medwed, California Dreaming? The Golden State’s Restless Approach to
Newly Discovered Evidence of Innocence (2007) 40 U.C. Davis L.Rev. 1437, 1445).

> Exh. A at Tab 2 (Comment, Rethinking the Standard for New Trial Motions Based Upon
Recantations As Newly Discovered Evidence (1986) 134 U. Pa. L.Rev. 1433, 1443)

* Exh. A at Tab 3 (Bureau of Justice Statistics, Nearly 3.4 Million Violent Crimes Per Year
Went  Unreported to  Police From 2006 To 2010, http://www.bjs.gov
/content/pub/press/vnrp0610pr.cfm (as of August 9, 2012).)

> Ibid.

% See Exhibit B at Tab 12.
T I

I
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conduct and with no violence on their record are offered this position. Since hiring Patrick one
year ago, supervisor Thomas Moll said Patrick has “demonstrated integrity, strong performance,
and a keen sense of humor which has made him an asset to the medical clinic. He has proven his
ability to work with others at all levels.””

Patrick’s success in his career and education is not surprising when you look at his
accomplishments before he was wrongfully convicted. Patrick has a natural ability to inspire
friends, family, and even strangers outside of the prison walls. After reading the letters written
in support of his clemency petition, one can truly sense the impact Patrick has had on so many
people.’® The letter from Jonathan Collier, a man who does not know Patrick personally, shows
Patrick’s positive impact on others. Collier praises Patrick for his ability to help his sister
through tough times and adds, “knowing where [Ebony Grant’s] inspiration came from, has also
inspired me in certain situations.”

These qualities have led Patrick’s family and friends to open their homes and provide
support, including financial, transportation, and emotional support, should he be granted
clemency. Specifically, Patrick’s friend Vicki Coddington, who owns a successful home loan
business, has offered Patrick a full range of support, including a place to live and financial
assistance.'”” Such help has also been offered by people of modest means. His niece Krystin
Foster—a working college student—is willing to use her small savings to help him in any way
she can.’> Of the many letters received on his behalf, perhaps none were more heartfelt than the
letters expressing the desire to have Patrick home to be with his children and grandchild. There
is no doubt these people will guide Patrick’s journey back into society.

Patrick’s steady development of life skills and continued education, combined with the
support of his family and friends, guarantees he will be a productive member of society, if given
the opportunity.

CLEMENCY IS THE ONLY SOLUTION
Mr. McNeal Has Exhausted All Available Remedies
Patrick has exhausted the appellate process in his pursuit of vindication.

Patrick was convicted in 2000. The Court of Appeal affirmed his conviction in 2001, and
the California Supreme Court denied review two months later. On July 7, 2002, Patrick filed a
Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus in state court. The petition asserted Patrick was deprived
effective assistance of trial and appellate counsel.

°Id.

' See generally, Exh. B at Tabs 1-11
' See Exh. B at Tab 3

' See Exh. B at Tab 2

" See Exh. B at Tab 4
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Shortly before the court denied Patrick’s 2002 petition, Patrick discovered new evidence
that showed Jeffrey Todd West (“West”) was responsible for the murder of Debra. Specifically,
Cary McGill testified against West and later signed a declaration stating West confessed to
Debra’s murder. Although CIP provided the new evidence to lead counsel in the then pending
petition, the 2002 petition was denied before the evidence was presented.

Based on the new information, Patrick filed a new petition for writ of habeas corpus in
July of 2006, claiming that he was entitled to relief based on two claims: newly discovered
evidence of third party culpability (specifically, his brother) and actual innocence. The San
Bernardino County Superior Court issued an order directing the prosecution to show cause why
the 2006 petition should not be granted. After briefing from both parties, the court ordered an
evidentiary hearing. Patrick called six witnesses who testified to numerous instances of abuse
that West had committed on them over the course of the years. Two witnesses also testified to
the inculpatory statements made by West regarding the murder of Patrick’s wife. On April 9,
2008, after the evidentiary hearing, the San Bernardino County Superior Court denied the
petition.

On August 3, 2009, Patrick filed a petition for writ of habeas corpus in the California
Court of Appeal, Fourth Appellate District, Division Two, challenging the Superior Court’s
denial. Eight days later, on August 11, 2009, the petition was summarily denied.

Parick currently has a Motion for DNA Testing pursuant to Penal Code 1405 pending in
the San Bernardino County Superior Court. In so far, the DNA testing has not yielded any
relevant results. Clemency appears to be Patrick’s last resort.

The Governor Can Right This Wrong

Article five, section eight of the California Constitution provides that the “Governor, on
conditions that the Governor deems proper, may grant a reprieve, pardon, and commutation after
sentence, except in case of impeachment.” This power to grant clemency is “properly left to the
conscience of the executive entitled to consider pleas” and is not governed by the rigidity of the
judicial process."

The executive’s prerogative to grant clemency is deeply rooted in our system of justice.
As Chief Justice Marshall expounded in the first clemency case to reach the Supreme Court,
“[t]he power of pardon, in criminal cases, has been exercised from time immemorial . . . [and] it
is a constituent part of the judicial system.”15 Twenty-two years later, the Supreme Court first
recognized the power of pardons to exonerate the wrongly convicted, explaining that the
President’s pardon power was appropriate “particularly when the circumstance of any case

" The Honorable Janice Rogers Brown, former Justice of the California Supreme Court and

former Legal Affairs Secretary to Governor Pete Wilson, The Quality of Mercy, 40 UCLA. L.
Rev. 327, 328 (1992).

'3 United States v. Wilson, 32U.S. 150, 161 (1833).
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disclosed such uncertainties as made it doubtful if there should have been a conviction of the
criminal.”*®

The Governor’s pardon power under the California Constitution serves a similar purpose.
As the California Supreme Court has explained, the fundamental purpose of California’s
pardoning power is “to enable the state to do justice in those cases where the ordinary procedure
results in injustice.”’’” “If at the end of court procedures there is claimed to persist a miscarriage
of justice, despite all the precautions of law to the contrary, the ultimate remedy rests in an
appeal to the Governor for a pardon.”™® Justice Traynor of the California Supreme Court has
echoed this sentiment, explaining that “strong doubts as to [the] defendant’s very guilt” may
“constitute . . . strong[] grounds for mercy” through executive clemency."

In light of the historical purpose of clemency to correct injustice, both the Supreme Court
of the United States and the California Supreme Court have repeatedly recognized that clemency
is the appropriate remedy to “correct injustices that the ordinary criminal process seems unable
or unwilling to consider.”® This is such a case.

ES ES *

Patrick McNeal has served nearly sixteen years in prison for a crime he did not commit.
Imbued with the power of clemency and the spirit of justice, the Governor has the ability to
finally correct this tragic error. On behalf of Patrick and those who support him, and as citizens
of California, we respectfully request that he do so today.

Resﬁ%:(y‘rﬂy.“submitted,
AL v
l, )

Justin Brooks, Director
The California Innocence Project

'S Ex Parte Wells, 59 U.S. 307, 310 (1855).

" People v. Sup. Ct., 190 Cal. 624, 625 (1923).

'S Ex Parte Horowitz, 33 Cal.2d 534, 546 (1949).

" Phyle v. Duffy, 34 Cal.2d 144, 160 (1949) (Traynor, J., concurring).

" Dretke v. Haley, 541 U.S. 386, 399 (2004); Herrera, 506 U.S. at 868; Mendez v. Sup. Ct., 87
Cal.App.4th 791, 803 (2001) (explaining that the “remedy [for a defendant claiming
innocence] .. . is to apply to the Governor for a pardon”); see also Ex Parte Lindley, 29
Cal.2d 709, 728 (1947) (noting that claim of innocence was an issued “for further
investigation and consideration by the Governor of this State, if he be so advised”); id. at 729
(Schauer, J., concurring) (finding that the “remedy in... cases [of factual innocence] is
committed by our law exclusively to the governor of the state™).
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE
Jarad Nava

In 2012, Jarad Nava and his crime partners followed a car they believed
was carrying rival gang members, and Mr. Nava fired several shots at the
passengers, injuring Yesenia Castro and Marlene Castro. On May 6, 2014, the
Superior Court of Cadlifornia, County of Los Angeles, sentenced Mr. Nava to 60
years to life for multiple counts of attempted murder, two years for possession of
a shotgun, plus an additional 100 years in sentence enhancements, a total
prison term of 162 years to life.

Mr. Nava was 17 years old at the time of the crime and is now 24. He has
served more than seven years in prison. While incarcerated, Mr. Nava has
dedicated himself to his rehabilitation. Mr. Nava has maintained an excellent
disciplinary record. He earned his GED, obtained a certificate in information
technology literacy, and is currently enrolled in college courses. Mr. Nava has
participated in numerous self-help programs and is a certified Master Inmate
Peer Educator.

Mr. Nava committed a serious crime that injured Ms. Castro and Ms.
Castro. Since then, Mr. Nava has committed himself to his rehabilitation. | have
carefully considered and weighed the evidence of Mr. Nava's positive conduct
in prison, the fact that he was a youthful offender, and his good prospects for
successful community reentry. | have concluded that Mr. Nava merits an earlier
opportunity to make his case to the Board of Parole Hearings so it can
determine whether he is suitable for parole.

This act of clemency for Mr. Nava does not minimize or forgive his conduct

or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.
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THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of Cdlifornia, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of Cdlifornia, do hereby commute the sentence of Jarad Nava to 10 years to

life. Mr. Nava remains subject to all statutory authorities applicable to the parole
consideration hearing process.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and

caused the Great Sedl of the State
of Cdlifornia to be affixed this 27th
day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of Cadlifornia

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State

B .
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Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. - State Capitol - Sacramento, California 95814
APPLICATION FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY

Complete this application to request a pardon or commutation from the Governor. A pardon is the forgiveness of a crime and a
commutation is a reduction or elimination of a sentence. If you are eligible for a Certificate of Rehabilitation, do not complete
this application; instead obtain a Certificate of Rehabilitation from the superior court in your county of residence. (See Penal
Code, § 4852.01.) If a pardon is granted, this application will become a public record, however specific personal information
will be redacted (hidden) before it is made available to the public.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name: Jarad Jacob Nava Date of Birth: .95 Social Security Number: NA (CDC#AT5598)

Address: CSP Ironwood. P.O. Box 2199, Blythe. CA 92226

1. Conviction Summary:

List all prior convictions, including any in other states or cou tries. Attach additional pages if nec ssary.
Offense(s): Date of offense(s): County of conviction(s): Sentence(s):

1. Commitment Offense: See Court of Appeal Opinion in Case B256120, dated October 25, 2016.

2. Briefly describe the circumstances of the crime(s) for which you are requesting a pardon or commutation (attach additional
pages as necessary):

See attached letter petition.

3. Explain why you are requesting a pardon or commutation (attach additional pages as necessary):

See attached letter petition.

4. Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a pardon or commutation (attach additional pages if
necessary):

See attached letter petition.

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist in the preparation of this application, list theirname,
address, and amount paid or given (required by Penal Code section 4807.2): N/A

Rev. 08/01/13
. Application for Executive Clemency, Page 1
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STATEMENT OF NOTICE TO DISTRICT ATTORNEY AND DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY

This application may be submitted to the Board of Parole Hearings for investigation and recommendation pursuant to Penal
Code section 4812. This application may also be submitted to law enforcement or other agencies for investigation or recommendation.

Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805 require that you give the District Attorney in the county of conviction written notice of your
intention to apply for a pardon or commutation. You must complete the Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency (attached) and

mail it to the District Attorney before submitting this application to the Governor’s Office. If you are requesting a pardon for more than

one conviction involving more than one county, each District Attorney must be given notice.

/,__Jarad Jacob Nava , declare under penality of perjury under the laws of the State of California that!
(Print Full Name)
have served the District Attorney of the County of Los Angeles with notice of my intent to apply for a pardon or
(Name of County*)

commutation.
| further declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information | have provided on this
application is true and correct. | understand that any omission or misstatement of facts may result in the denial of the application and

the filing of perjury charges against me.

Christopher Hawthorne, Atty for Jarad Jacob Nava 11-30-18

N / Mlie'é nt’s Signature Date

*If Applicable, List Additional Counties Here (Send Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency to All Counties Listed)

Rev. 08/01/13

. Application for Executive Clemency, Page 2
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NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY

This notice is required by Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805.

To the District Attorney of Los Angeles County: Please take notice that I,Jarad Jacob Nava

was convicted of the crime of_Attempted Murder and Possession of a Prohibited Weapon (Cal. PC sec. 33215),

committed in_Los Angeles County, California, on the date of September 29, 2012.

I will submit this application to the Governor of the State of California for the following type of executive clemency (check one):

O Pardon

7b Commutation of sentence. Inmate Number:_T86444.

N/70//8
Date 7

DISTRICT ATTORNEY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
This section to be completed by the District Attorney only.

, District Attorney of the County of 4,)/ ,

do hereby acknowledge receipt of notice from /TZ A /// / Vé’ Z—¢ ==&

Vs e, ARy, A

that he/she intends to apply to the Governor of the State of California for a pardon or a commutation of sentence.

e | Z 2 (/

District Attorney: Please Return this Notice to the Governor’s Office, Attn: Legal Affairs, State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814.

Rev. 08/01/13
Notice of Intention to Apply for Executive Clemency
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JUVENILE INNOCENCE T
& FAIR SENTENCING F
C\LINIC _— www.lls.edu

November 30, 2018

The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr.
Governor of the State of California
State Capitol, Suite 1173

Attention: Legal Affairs Secretary
Sacramento, CA 95814

APPLICATION FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY
Dear Governor Brown:

I am the attorney for Mr. Jarad Nava (CDCR No. AT5598). On behalf of Mr. Nava,
I'am petitioning you to commute his sentence to 15 years to life, from his original sentence
of 160 years to life, imposed on May 6, 2014.. This formal clemency petition supplements
an earlier, pro se petition that Mr. Nava submitted in early 2018, as well as a supplemental
letter to the clemency petition, submitted on September 11, 2018.

Mr. Nava is genuinely remorseful for the harm he caused by his life crime. He
understands his conduct caused fear and chaos in his community, and he deeply regrets the
pain he inflicted. He is fortunate and thankful no one was killed by his actions. Mr. Nava
was only an immature juvenile, only 17 years old, when he committed this crime, and has
since shown extraordinary growth and rehabilitation during his incarceration. Mr. Nava has
not received one serious rule violation (115) or 128A counseling chrono during his entire
period of incarceration. His exemplary prison record is rare, and provides compelling
evidence that he no longer presents a danger to others.

For the reasons stated below, I respectfully petition your office for clemency on
behalf of Mr. Nava, and formally request a commutation of his sentence.

I THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE LIFE CRIME

In May 2014, Mr. Nava was sentenced to an aggregate term of 160 years to life: 15
years to life for four counts of attempted murder, running consecutively, and four
enhancements of 25 years to life for personal discharge of a firearm, also running
consecutively. The facts of the crime are as follows:

On September 29, 2012, at approximately 10:50 PM, Jarad Nava, a member of the
Don’t Care Krew (“DCK?”), and his co-defendant were driving a white F-150 pickup on
Glen Avenue in Pomona when they pulled up alongside a Lexus. They believed the driver
and passengers of the Lexus were members of the Cherryville Gang, rivals of DCK. Shots
were fired from the truck into the Lexus; a young woman was injured in the leg by the
gunfire, and another young woman was hit in her back. At the hospital later that evening,
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both young women identified the shooter as “Money” from the DCK tagging crew, and
later picked out Mr. Nava’s picture from a photographic lineup. Mr. Nava later admitted to
being in the passenger seat of the truck, and to firing four shots, all aimed downward. He
and his companions did not seek out the victims or lie in wait; members of the Cherryville
gang had previously shot at members of DKC, and when he and his companion saw the
Lexus, they began shooting in retaliation.

II. MR.NAVA’S REASONS FOR REQUESTING A COMMUTATION

Mr. Nava understands he committed a horrible wrong, and takes full responsibility
for his crime. Mr. Nava was 17 years old at the time of the offense, and he deeply regrets the
terrible decision he made. However, Mr. Nava is no longer the same immature and
impulsive youth he once was. He is now a mature, thoughtful and deeply compassionate
man. His relationships are different, his thinking is different, and his outlook on life is
different. Mr. Nava has spent his years in prison working tirelessly to better himself, take
responsibility for his past crimes, and help others.

In 2012, the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Miller v. Alabama gave juvenile
offenders like Mr. Nava hope that they could one day obtain a meaningful opportunity for
release. Later, your Honor’s office, along with the California Legislature, implemented
through legislation and executive order the principles set forth in Miller, Graham v. Florida,
and Montgomery v. Louisiana: that children are constitutionally different from adults and are
inherently less culpable for their crimes. In passing SB 260, and then SB 261, the California
legislature required the Board of Parole Hearings to give great weight to a potential
parolee’s youth and its attendant characteristics, as well as evidence of rehabilitation and
remorse. People like Mr. Nava, who have dedicated their adult lives to making positive
change in themselves and their communities, now have a chance to live productive lives
outside prison walls. Mr. Nava is precisely the type of model prisoner who should be
afforded such a chance.

IIl. REASONS MR. NAVA’S REQUEST SHOULD BE GRANTED

Mr. Nava’s request for commutation should be granted based on his status as a
particularly vulnerable juvenile at the time of the crime, and the trauma he suffered due to
parental neglect, abuse and family transiency. Despite all the instability during his formative
years, Mr. Nava has shown impressive achievement and growth and proved that he is
capable of rehabilitation.
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A. Mr. Nava Could not Extricate Himself from the Dysfunctional Environment in
‘Which He was Raised.

1. Mr. Nava suffered trauma as a result of transiency, poverty, abuse and
persistent family dysfunction.

Jarad Nava' was born in Battle Creek, Michigan on 1995, to a teenage
mother who could not care for him on her own. After Jarad’s birth, they lived with a family
friend, Nichole Jones. At age 3, Jarad’s mom left him on the doorstep of his father’s house.
The door never opened and three-year-old Jarad remained on the porch until his mother
returned at the end of the day to pick him up. Although Jarad’s half-brother did live with
their father, Jarad never had that option.

Jarad’s home life with his mother was always chaotic and unstable. They moved
often, and she was frequently absent due to various naval assignments overseas. When she
was away, neighbors on the naval base cared for Jarad. He never knew when his mother
would return, or where they would move to next. At age 5, Jarad’s mother took a job as an
SBC sales representative, and they moved to Pomona, California to live with her boyfriend,
who became Jarad’s stepfather.

Jarad’s uncle, Jose, a frequent houseguest, was a gang member. As a child, Jarad
was told that his uncle once stabbed a man in the neck with a screwdriver. By age 6, Jarad
had witnessed gun violence and was frequently exposed to gang culture. Nonetheless, he
managed to excel in school by taking advanced classes and proving himself exceptionally
talented at baseball.

By age 7, Jarad’s mother had given birth to two more children. The family moved
back to Michigan, where Jarad continued to excel at baseball. At age 8, he developed acute
disseminated encephalomyelitis, (“ADEM”)* and was in a coma for four days. Jarad lost all
motor skills and had to endure a lengthy and strenuous rehabilitation regime before he fully
recovered.

Over the next years, Jarad moved twelve more times, including a return to California.
During this time his mother and stepfather’s verbal fights became physical. Jarad’s mom was
diagnosed as bipolar, which explained her unpredictable and volatile nature. She frequently
self-medicated, primarily with marijuana. Often Jarad and his mom would get high together.
Meanwhile, Jarad’s stepfather suffered from worsening clinical depression. At 12 years old,

! For the purposes of this section, Mr. Nava is referred to as “Jarad” to distinguish him from
other members of his family.

2 ADEM is an auto-immune disorder causing inflammation of the brain. It is likely that

Jarad’ ADEM-caused coma is responsible for the arachnoid cyst on Jarad’s brain stem, and grand
and petit mal seizures like the one he experienced on June 27, 2018, which caused him to
collapse, unconscious, and then become combative when in post-ictal phase (See infra, section F,
detailing the seizure, medical personnel’s misdiagnosis as a drug overdose, the Serious
Disciplinary Violation (115) as the result of Jarad’s post-ictal phase and unconscious
movements, and the vacating of that 115 in the interests of justice).

3
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Jarad walked in on his stepfather trying to stab himself to death.

Following his stepfather’s suicide attempt, Jarad’s mother and stepfather permanently
ended their relationship. The family unit’s dismantling combined with the trauma of witnessing
his stepfather’s brutal suicide attempt was more than Jarad could handle. He had no one to
help him process this trauma and pain.

2. Gangs in Pomona were rampant during Mr. Nava’s formative years, and
joining a gang provided the illusion of stability and empowerment his family
lacked.

During the 1990s and early 2000s, Pomona was a city plagued by low economic
growth and gang infested neighborhoods. There was gang activity right outside Mr. Nava’s
doorstep. The vast majority of Mr. Nava’s childhood friends began associating with gangs
by middle school. Mr. Nava began joined the “DCK” tagging crew at age 15 to escape the
turmoil of his life at home. His drug use and gang involvement continued to escalate,
ultimately resulting in his commitment offense.

B. The Significance of Mr. Nava’s Age at the Time of the Crime Compared to the
Severity of the Sentence He Received.

Mr. Nava was 17 at the time he committed this crime. Courts have consistently
viewed youthful age as a mitigating factor in both the guilt and sentencing phases. In Roper
v. Simmons, 543 U.S. 551 (2005), the United States Supreme Court found that, even in the
most serious murder cases, youthful offenders “cannot reliably be classified among the
worst offenders.” (/d. at 569.) As compared to adults, young offenders “lack ...maturity and
[have] an underdeveloped sense of responsibility,” they “are more vulnerable or susceptible
to negative influences and outside pressure,” and their character is “not as well formed.” (Jd.
at 569-570).

Five years later, in Graham v. Florida, 560 U.S. 48 (2010), the Supreme Court further
recognized that the same differences between youths and adults are also relevant to the
constitutionality of sentences, and categorically banned life without the possibility of parole
(LWOP) for juveniles who, like Jarad Nava, committed non-homicide offenses. (/d. at 74-
75.) The Court repeated Roper’s reasoning that because youthful offenders have lessened
culpability, they are generally undeserving of the most severe punishments. (4. at 75). The
California Supreme Court later extended Graham’s holding to preclude a type of sentence
that was particularly common in California: functional LWOP for non-homicide crimes.
The Court concluded that such sentences are per se unconstitutional. (People v. Caballero, 55
Cal.4th 262, 268-69 (2012)).

Mr. Nava’s current sentence of 160 years to life falls well within these parameters.

These cases alone entitled Mr. Nava to sentencing relief, and he would have been
eligible for resentencing for his non-homicide offense under Caballero. However, in enacting
SB 260, the California Legislature recognized the seriousness of tens of thousands of young
people serving long sentences, and created the Youth Offender Parole Hearing to address
this issue. Juvenile offenders — and now nearly all young adult offenders, up to age 25 — are

il
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entitled to early hearings, at which they have the opportunity to prove their readiness to
reenter society after having served at least 15 years, but often up to 25 years of their
sentences.

The length of time before parole hearing eligibility under SB 260, however, does not
reflect the individualized culpability of each youthful offender — a requirement under the
Graham-Miller-Montgomery line of cases. (See, e.g., People v. Gutierrez, 58 Cal.4th 1354, 1378
(2014) (“[IJmposition of the harshest punishment on a juvenile requires individualized
sentencing that takes into account an offender’s ‘youth (and all that accompanies it)’”)
quoting Miller v. Alabama, 132 S.Ct. 2455, 2464, 2469 (2012) (emphasis added).

A “one-size-fits-all” parole scheme cannot comport with the Court’s individualized
sentencing requirements articulated in Miller. Mr. Nava was 17 at the time of his crime,
faced significant burdens as a child, and committed a non-homicide crime. He has made
tremendous strides in maturity and rehabilitation. These developments should positively
impact both his parole eligibility and hearing date.

As the U.S. Supreme Court recognized in Herrera v. Collins, 506 U.S. 390, 415 (1993)
“[e]xecutive clemency has provided the ‘fail safe’ in our criminal justice system.” Although
in Herrera, the death penalty was at issue, it is generally accepted that executive clemency is
an appropriate remedy for an unjust sentence, especially when there is no other remedy at
law. This is the case for Mr. Nava. While the creation of Youth Offender Parole Hearings
was an enormously important step in addressing the widespread injustice of over-sentencing
youthful offenders, it should not blind the state to the fact that justice demands some, such
as Mr. Nava, deserve even further relief. If Mr. Nava was charged as a juvenile today, he
would receive a transfer hearing pursuant to Proposition 57, where consideration of his
background and immaturity could prevent his case from ever being transferred to adult
court. (Welf. & Inst. Code § 707(b).) The judge would have discretion to reduce or strike
his weapon enhancements (which currently make up 100 years to life of his sentence),
aligning his sentence with his diminished culpability as a juvenile offender. (Pen. Code §
12022.5(c).) In 2014, Mr. Nava had none of these protections.

Mr. Nava also deserves a reduction of his sentence because he did not have a proper
sentencing hearing, which would have included the presentation of substantive mitigation
evidence. In fact, the Court of Appeal noted that his attorney tendered only a single
mitigation witness, a teacher from Sylmar Juvenile Detention Facility. (See Exhibit 3.) The
above-referenced laws now exist because courts have recognized that past juvenile
sentencing laws violated the U.S. and California constitutions. A parole hearing for Mr.
Nava after 25 years, while very welcome, is too long a delay. It is manifestly unjust. Taking
all of the above-referenced mitigating factors into account, as well as the exemplary prison
record detailed below, Mr. Nava is entitled to reduction in sentencing and an advancement
of his parole hearing date.
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C. Mr. Nava Has Demonstrated Significant Maturity, Remorse and Rehabilitative
Effort While Incarcerated.

Despite the fact that Mr. Nava received a sentence of functional life without parole,
which denies him the opportunity to ever be released within his natural life, he continues to
make significant strides towards rehabilitation in prison.

He has participated in nearly every program offered or available to him. When he
arrived at Ironwood State Prison, Mr. Nava began attending church, took Bible study
courses, joined Narcotics Anonymous, and enrolled in college courses. He has successfully
completed the Alternative to Violence (AVP) Program; Emotional Intelligence courses;
Criminal and Gang Members Anonymous workshops; the InsideOUT Writer’s Workshop;
Addiction Counseling and Narcotics Anonymous programs; and participated in the Prison
Walk-A-Thon, which raises money for the Blythe Cancer Resource Center. Mr. Nava also
has remained discipline-free. He has received no Serious Rule Violations, or 115s during his
entire time at Ironwood. The only 115 he received — for involuntarily biting a CO’s glove
during the post-ictal phase of a seizure — was dismissed in the interests of justice, once it was
demonstrated that his actions were unconscious.

Mr. Nava has shown remarkable leadership while incarcerated. He is currently a
facilitator with the Narcotics Anonymous Youth Offenders Program at Ironwood, a peer-
centered rehabilitation group that focuses on assessing life choices; coping with one’s
surrounding environments and emotionally taxing situations; coping with relationship
stressors; self-accountability; anger management; and avoiding gang involvement while
incarcerated. He also completed the TUMI Prison Fellowship Discipleship Program,
including an additional program on “The Six Basics of Being a Great Dad,” and remains a
member of TUMI’s Church Leadership. In addition, achieved the status of Master Peer
Educator within the Inmate Peer Education Program (IPEP).

Mr. Nava is sincerely remorseful for his crime. He takes full responsibility for his
actions and realizes the terrible impact his immature choices had on his victim and his
community. In a 2018 statement of regret, Mr. Nava wrote:

I was a coward who wouldn'’t take responsibility for what I did to you.
Instead, I caused you to relive that horrific night in the preliminary
hearing, trial, and again in sentencing. In which at the moment I didn’t
even take the initiative to apologize. You should never have had to
experience being shot and I thank God you survived. Although you still
live with the effects of my callous actions every day, I pray you are healing
from the injuries I have inflicted upon you...I know that I took away your
ability to do every day things like grabbing a cup from the cupboard.
Seeing that brought me great shame. I am so sorry for what I did to
you...The shame I feel as a result of what I did to you would not allow me
to be the person that I was on September 29, 2012.

(See Exhibit 4, Statement of Remorse)

316 - 2020 Executive Report on Clemency



Mr. Nava’s remorse for his past actions fuels his determination to rehabilitate and
become a better man. He is married to Kayla Nava. He is a husband and father who is
committed to being a positive and productive role model, both for his family and his
community. His many achievements while incarcerated demonstrate that he is highly
capable of achieving these goals.

D. Mr. Nava Has Gained Job Experience and Marketable Skills While in Prison.

Mr. Nava has earned a Certificate in Computer Information Technology from Palo
Verde Community College, and is diligently working towards an Associate of Arts (A.A.)
degree in Business and Technology.

He has also been accepted into Ironwood’s Braille Program, which offers selected
inmates the opportunity to learn the challenging skill of Braille transcription. Certified
inmate transcribers convert college textbooks to Braille volumes for visually impaired
students in California community colleges, which is the largest community college system in
the world. Workstations are equipped with software that allows inmates to transcribe,
format, and proofread Braille. Through hard work and dedication, inmates can become
certified by the Library of Congress in Literary Braille and learn specialized Braille texts like
math and science. To receive certification, inmates must successfully complete a twenty-
lesson course developed by the National Braille Federation of the Blind (NFB), and submit
a 35-page manuscript with a score of 80 percent or higher. Mr. Nava has proven he has the
drive, dedication and commitment to excel in this rigorous program.

E. Mr. Nava Has Extensive Post-Release Plans and Community Support.

On March 13, 2018, Mr. Nava received a letter accepting him into the River’s Edge
Ranch Rehabilitation Program in Chino, California. This rehabilitative step — finding
transitional housing and employment — is a step most inmates do not take until a parole
hearing is imminent. But Mr. Nava demonstrates the type of long-term planning that is
characteristic of mature adults; showing that Mr. Nava left behind the impulsive thinking
that led him to his commitment offense. Most importantly, upon release from prison, he
has a place to go. (See Exhibit 5, Letter of Acceptance).

River’s Edge is a comprehensive post-release program that includes daytime work at
the ranch, daily Bible study and exercise regimes, an emphasis on a healthy diet, ongoing
addiction counseling, and weekly community service commitments. Upon release, Mr.
Nava will move in with his wife — who has a full-time job - and their child, Madison. Mr.
Nava is particularly eager to be a great father to Madison, as he knows all too well how
critical that role is. Using the skills he acquired while incarcerated, he will seek immediate
employment. He also wishes to continue counseling at-risk and incarcerated youth. After
completing his A.A., Mr. Nava hopes to enroll in a four-year university and obtain his
bachelor’s degree.

Upon released, Mr. Nava will also remain a client of the Loyola Law School
Juvenile Innocence and Fair Sentencing Clinic (JIFS). The JIFS Clinic, like the other clinics

7
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in the Center for Juvenile Law & Policy, is committed to holistic representation. For post-
conviction clients like Mr. Nava, “holistic representation” means not only representing the
client at resentencing and parole hearings, but also addressing the root causes of the
commitment offense. A team of students, attorneys, and social workers will support Mr.
Nava through his transition by monitoring his progress and continuing to provide him with
the best legal and support services possible. By helping clients transition to a life outside of
prison, the JIFS Clinic creates a diverse community of post-conviction advocates who “pay
it forward” by sharing their stories with clinical students, counseling at-risk youth, and
participating in social justice reforms.

In addition to the support provided by JIFS, Mr. Nava has a close relationship with
his wife Kayla, and very much looks forward to fully embracing his responsibilities as a
husband and father. His Aunt Nichole and her family are also all ready and waiting to
provide support and assistance upon his release. (See Exhibit 6, Letters of Support).

F. Mr. Nava’s Sole, Erroneous Disciplinary Violation Has Been Dismissed in the
Interests of Justice.

On June 27, 2018, Mr. Nava was playing basketball in an unventilated gymnasium
at Ironwood State Prison, “C” Facility, when he collapsed, unconscious. (See Exhibit 2,
Dismissal of 115, dated Aug. 3, 2018 and Records re: 115, incident dated May 27, 2018.)

At first, prison personnel treated the collapse as what it in fact was: a grand mal
seizure. A guard placed Mr. Nava on his side, noted that he was breathing normally, and
called medical staff. That was when the problems began.

Without any evidence, prison nursing staff decided that Mr. Nava had overdosed on
drugs. They strapped him to a gurney, transported him to the yard, and handcuffed his
wrists. Established medical practice dictates the opposite: because patients are disoriented
during the post-ictal phase of a seizure, they can and often do respond to restraint by
becoming reactive and violent, while still unconscious.

Prison nursing staff administered two doses of Narcan (in inhalant form) to Mr.
Nava. Predictably, Mr. Nava entered the post-ictal phase, and began thrashing around,
biting his handcuffs and trying to rise from the gurney. This was uncharacteristic behavior
from Mr. Nava, who had never had a violent 115 his entire time in prison.

Guards tried to hold down Mr. Nava; 6 guards in all. When Mr. Nava tried to bite
at his handcuffs, one of the guards tried to pull his hands down, and Mr. Nava bit at the
guard’s glove, tearing it. Shortly after, when Mr. Nava was in an ambulance, on the way to
the hospital, he finally regained consciousness. He had no memory of the incident after he
collapse in the gym, insisted he felt fine, and didn’t understand why he had urinated on
himself.

Mr. Nava was charged with a 115 for “willful assault on a peace officer.” He was
placed in the medical wing of administrative segregation. Shortly after that, his drug panel
came back negative for any controlled substances. An MRI showed that he had an
arachnoid cyst on his brain stem, which is consistent with a propensity to seizures. Several

8
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weeks later, an outside physician, Dr. Ruby Koshy of Loma Linda Medical Center, opined
that he had been experiencing petit mal seizures while he slept, and placed him on 25 mg of
Lamictal.

Despite this, Mr. Nava was still assessed a 115, which he appealed. After a thorough
review of the record, the Review Board determined that the disciplinary charge had no
merit, and the 115 was dismissed. (See Exhibit 2, supra, detailing the 115, and its dismissal.)
However, by the time the system of prison justice had run its course, it is highly likely that
this office had already learned of and accounted for Mr. Nava’s “violation.”

The reason for this lengthy account is to explain to this office why an erroneous
disciplinary report may have come to its attention. Mr. Nava and his attorneys want this
office to have no misgivings about Mr. Nava’s fitness for commutation. His disciplinary
record is spotless.

CONCLUSION

Mr. Nava knows he deserved punishment for his actions as a youth. He will always
regret the trauma he caused his victims and the risk he posed to his community. He has
used this remorse as fuel to acquire all the tools he will need to be a productive citizen. He
has taken advantage of every rehabilitative program available to him. Although the
potential Mr. Nava exhibited as an honors student and star athlete was stifled by his own
immature choices, he has now grown into a responsible and remorseful adult who has
worked diligently to gain employable skills and to serve others while incarcerated. Mr. Nava
has already started to give back to his community, and hopes to expand that commitment
upon his eventual release. He is dedicated to providing at-risk youth with the guidance and
alternatives he himself lacked, and has earned the opportunity to do so.

On behalf of Jarad Nava and his family, we ask that Mr. Nava’s sentence be
commuted to 15 years to life. Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter.

Director, Juvenile Innocence air Sentencing Clinic
Attorney for Jarad Nava

Seo At

Susan Harbert
Staff Attorney
Juvenile Innocence & Fair Sentencing Clinic
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arisa Sacks
Public Interest FeJlow

d Law Student

Juvenile Innocyir Sentencing Clinic

Certified Law Student
Juvenile Innocence & Fair Sentencing Clinic
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE
Joann Parks

Joann Parks was convicted for setting a fire in her home that resulted in
the deaths of her three young children in 1989. Ms. Parks maintains her
innocence. On February 26, 1993, the Superior Court of California, County of Los
Angeles, sentenced Ms. Parks to life without the possibility of parole for murder.

Ms. Parks is now 54 years old and has been incarcerated for 28 years.
While serving a sentence with no expectation of release from prison, Ms. Parks
dedicated herself to self-improvement efforts. Ms. Parks earned a GED, an
associate degree, and two vocational certificates in computer literacy and
dental industries. She has maintained an excellent disciplinary record, has
resided on an honor yard since 2014, and has participated in considerable self-
help programming. A staff member commended Ms. Parks for her positive work
performance. A correctional officer praised Ms. Parks on her positive

programming. Ms. Parks currently works to provide assistance to inmates with
disabilities.

Ms. Parks was convicted of a serious crime that took the lives of her three
young children. Since then, Ms. Parks has taken the necessary steps toward self-
improvement. | have carefully considered and weighed the evidence of Ms.
Parks's positive conduct in prison and her good prospects for successful
community reentry. | have concluded that Ms. Parks merits the opportunity to
make her case 1o the Board of Parole Hearings so it can determine whether she
is suitable for parole.

This act of clemency for Ms. Parks does not minimize or forgive her
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work she has done since
to transform herself.

_4% e
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THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of Cadlifornia, do hereby commute the sentence of Joann Parks to 27 years to
life.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have -
hereunto set my hand and

caused the Great Seal of the State
of Cdlifornia to be affixed this 27th
day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of Cadlifornia

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr, - State Capitol - Sacramento, California 95814
APPLICATION FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY

Complete this application to request a pardon or commutation from the Governor, A pardon is the forgiveness of a crime and a
commutation is a reduction or elimination of a sentence. If you are eligible for a Certificate of Rehabilitation, do not complete
this application; instead obtain a Certificate of Rehabilitation from the superior court in your county of residence. (See Penal
Code, § 4852.01.) If the pardonis granted, this application or the Certificate of Rehabilitation may be a public record; specific
personal information may be blacked out before it is made available to the public.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name: JoAnn Parks Date of Birth: | 196€ Social Security Number:

Address: Central California Women's Facility, 23370 Road 22, Chowchilla, CA 93610

1 Conviction Summary:
List all prior convictions, including any in other states or countries. Attach additional pages if necessary.
Offense(s): Date of offense(s): County of conviction(s): Sentence(s):

2, Briefly describe the circumstances of the crime(s) for which you are requesting a pardon or commutation (attach additional
pages as necessary):

Please see attached.

3. Explain why you are requesting a pardon or commutation (attach additional pages as necessary):

Please see attached.

4, Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a pardon or commutation (attach additional pages if
necessary):

Please see attached.

5. if you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist in the preparation of this application, list their name,
address, and amount paid or given {required by Penal Code section 4807.2):

Rev. 2/21/13
Application for Executive Clemency, Page 1

323 - 2020 Executive Report on Clemency



STATEMENT OF NOTICE TO DISTRICT ATTORNEY AND DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY

This application may be submitted to the Board of Parole Hearings for investigation and recommendation pursuant to Pepal
Code section 4812. This application may also be submitted to law enforcement or other agencies for investigation or recommendation:

Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805 require that you give the District Attorney in the county of conviction written notice of your
intention to.apply for a pardon or commutation. You must complete the Notice of intent to Apply for Executive Clemency (attached) and
mail it to the District Attorney before submitting this application to the Governor’s Office. i you are requesting a pardon for more than

one conviction involving more than one county, each District Attorney must be glven notice.

A Alexander Slmp_son , declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the Stote of California that |
{Print Full Name) _—
have served the District Attorney of the County of Los Ange oot _ with notice of my intent to apply for a pardon or
{Name of County*}

commutation.
| further declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information | have provided on this
application is true and correct. |understand that any omission or misstatement of facts may resuit in the denial of the application and

the filing of perjury charges against me.

ot I i — 06/17/2013

Applicant’s Signature Date

*if Applicable, List Additional Counties Here (Send Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency to All Counties Listed)

Rev, 2/21/13
Application.for Executive Clemency, Page 2
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NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY

This notice is required by Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805.

JbAnn“Pallks

To the District Attorney of Los Angeles County: Please take notice that |, .
First degree murder (3 counts)
was convicted of the crime of )
Los Angeles 02/26/1993
committed in County, California, on the date of

I will submit this application to the Governor of the State of California for the following type of executive clemency (check one):

Pardon

D Commutation of sentence. Inmate Number:

ALEXANDEL S1MPbBN

=z '%7‘:,\*,,“7 P 06/13/2013

Applicant’s Signature Date

DISTRICT ATTORNEY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

This section to be completed by the District Attorney only.

1, S‘hﬂ- ‘{[ﬁ , District Atm of the County of Les A/(’_,L—x ,
do hereby acknowledge receipt of notice from :)(MQ Qd S .

that he/she intends to apply to the Governor of the State of California for a pardon or a commutation of sentence.

) ;(‘[’

Date G[f‘f/l&

L

District Attorney: Please Return this Notice to the Governor’s Office, Attn: Legal Affairs, State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814.

Rev. 2/21/13
Notice of intention to Apply for Executive Clemency
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THE CALIFORNIA INNOCENCE PROJECT
California Western School of Law
225 Cedar Street

San Diego, CA 92101

(619) 525-1485

April 27, 2013

The Honorable Edmund G. Brown Jr.
Governor of the State of California
Attn: Legal Affairs

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  Petition for Executive Clemency on behalf of JoAnn Parks

Dear Governor Brown:

The California Innocence Project respectfully requests the pardon of JoAnn Parks, a
woman condemned to life in prison for a crime she did not commit.

JoAnn’s wrongful conviction rests on a science that has changed drastically since her
conviction in 1993. Roughly twenty-two years ago, in the middle of the night, JoAnn awoke to
find her house engulfed in flames. The fire prevented JoAnn from getting access to her children.
JoAnn ran to the neighbor’s house where she called 911. When the fire department arrived,
JoAnn told firefighters her children were in the house. All three children perished in the fire.
The prosecution charged JoAnn with three counts of murder 18 months later. The jury found her
guilty on all counts.

The evidence used to convict included reports from fire investigators at the time
suggesting the fire started in multiple locations and included accelerants, Additionally, the
investigators believed there was no electrical involvement in the cause of the fire. Investigators
concluded the lack of evidence showing the fire was an accident meant it was intentionally set.
JoAnn’s defense at trial was that her Zenith television, now known to be a common cause of
accidental fires from 1987-1993, sparked the flames that killed her children.

Since her conviction, an arson review committee including leading fire scientist John
Lentini reviewed JoAnn’s case. Lentini concluded by today’s standards, none of the allegedly
incriminating evidence would withstand scrutiny. The investigators and jury were misled by
junk science that led to JoAnn’s wrongful conviction.

The justice system has simply failed JoAnn. The science behind fire investigations has
changed to the point where all evidence used to convict JoAnn was bad science or no science at
all. Additionally, we now know Zenith televisions were responsible for more than 50 fires
around the time of JoAnn fire. As such, clemency is an appropriate remedy in her case.
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The Hon. Edmund G. Brown Jr.
April 27, 2013

THE INNOCENCE MARCH: A JOURNEY OF HOPE

Executive clemency has provided the “fail safe” in our criminal justice
system. It is an unalterable fact that our judicial system, like the human
beings who administer it, is fallible. But history is replete with examples of
wrongfully convicted persons who have been pardoned in the wake of after-
discovered evidence establishing their innocence.’"

The California Innocence Project (“CIP”) is a nonprofit legal organization at California
Western School of Law dedicated to releasing wrongfully convicted individuals. Founded in
1999, CIP reviews more than 2,000 claims of innocence from California inmates each year. CIP
staff and volunteers carefully screen all claims of innocence before accepting any for
representation. This thorough screening process ensures CIP devotes its resources to those cases
that truly involve the wrongly convicted. As a result, CIP pursues only one out of every
thousand cases. JoAnn Parks’ wrongful conviction is one of these cases.

Since its inception, CIP has secured the release of ten innocent inmates from prison.
Unfortunately, however, not all claims have been so successful. Often, because of the age of the
case, destruction of evidence or the technical limitations of the justice system, some inmates
seem doomed to spend the rest of their lives in prison for crimes they did not commit. In light of
this reality, CIP is embarking on an unprecedented effort in requesting that you exercise
executive clemency on behalf of twelve innocent individuals.

On April 27, 2013, a group of lawyers, students, exonerees, family members of the
wrongfully convicted, and others supporting the cause began a journey from San Diego to
Sacramento—on foot—to march this clemency request and eleven others like it to your office.
Motivated by a desire to correct these injustices, and emboldened by over 37,000 signatures on a
Change.org petition, the California Innocence Project and its supporters ask you to right these
wrongs and grant executive clemency to the California Twelve.

' The Honorable William Rehnquist, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States,
Herrera v. Collins, 506 U.S. 390, 415 (1993) (internal citations omitted).
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The Hon. Edmund G. Brown Jr.
April 27, 2013

JOANN PARKS: AN INNOCENT WOMAN PREPARED FOR FREEDOM

A Young JoAnn: Growing Up Homeless

JoAnn was born in Illinois. At a young age, JoAnn’s parents divorced and her mother
moved them to California. Once in California, JoAnn’s mother remarried and had three
additional children. At age 16, JoAnn began a relationship with a boy at the family’s Mormon
Church. Soon thereafter, JoAnn was pregnant with her first child. The father of her first child
got sent off on a mission and JoAnn was forced to give the child up for adoption. JoAnn’s first
daughter passed away some years after adoption.

After the pregnancy, JoAnn’s mother and stepfather decided it was best to send her off to
a Mormon group home. Not long after getting sent to the group home, JoAnn ran away. JoAnn
met her husband a few years later at a Laundromat. They were soon married, and the couple had
three children. The years were not easy on JoAnn and her family, and they spent time in
homeless shelters around the state. Eventually, they settled down in a small apartment.

Kathy Dodge lived in an adjacent apartment to JoAnn and her family. Dodge accused
JoAnn of stealing Dodge’s inheritance money. Shortly thereafter, JoAnn came outside to find
her tires slashed and Christmas decorations ruined as well as threats from Dodge. In response,
JoAnn took her kids to her mother’s house, and then ultimately moved back into a homeless
shelter before settling down in Bell. During the investigation of the fire in the Bell apartment,
Dodge told police Joann murdered the children.

The Fire: An Innocent Woman with a Zenith Television

Around midnight on April 9, 1989, JoAnn woke to find her house engulfed in flames.
JoAnn went next door and banged on the Robison’s door until they answered. Robert Robison
got dressed and made his way back to JoAnn’s house. JoAnn vyelled at Robert to get her
children. Robert entered the burning house, but the intensity of the heat and smoke forced him
back outside. JoAnn started to approach the house at one point, but Shirley grabbed JoAnn and
told her not to go near the house.

Bruce Cameron observed Parks’ house on fire. Cameron told his wife to call 911 while
he went to the burning house. Someone told Cameron children were still inside the house. He
tried to enter the house but was unable to because of the flames and intense heat.

Robert’s clothes smelled of smoke and his face was dirty with ash. Robert also
developed a cough that lasted for three days from smoke inhalation. On the contrary, JoAnn did
not smell of smoke, her face was not dirty with ash, and she did not have a cough.

The Trial: Bad Science Convicted An Innocent Woman

Disagreement During Fire Investigation. Dirk Wegner, fire captain for the Los
Angeles County Fire Department, responded first to the fire at JoAnn’s home. Based on the
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nature of the fire, Wegner opined the fire was either: (1) a delayed alarm fire; (2) one involving
multiple starts; or (3) a fire involving an accelerant. Upon arriving at the house, Wegner ran past
JoAnn, who was in a fit of panic. Wegner saw no evidence JoAnn had been close to the fire.

Bell Police Officer Timothy McGee responded to the fire. McGee entered the home after
the fire had been extinguished. McGee found JoAnn’s daughter Roann on a bed. He found
JoAnn’s other daughter, Jessica, in a playpen in the southeast bedroom. Finally, McGee found
JoAnn’s son Ronnie inside a bedroom closet under some charred debris in the northeast
bedroom.

William Franklin, a fire investigator for the Los Angeles County Fire Department, found
an electrical cord with some rubber-backed drapery material wrapped around it in the living
room. Upon unwrapping the cord, Franklin observed marks in the insulation that appeared to be
made by a knife. The insulation had no fire damage. Franklin concluded electrical involvement
did not cause the fire. Franklin reached this conclusion only after a forensic electrical engineer
examined the electrical cords. Having ruled out an electrical cause, Franklin opined the fire was
of human origin. In Franklin’s opinion, the fire started in the living room by application of an
open flame, migrated to the kitchen, and then moved into the children’s bedrooms.

-Deputy Sheriff Ronald Ablott also investigated the fire at Parks’ home. Ablott
concentrated on the living room as the place of the fire’s origin. Ablott also found a portion of
an electrical cord with insulation cut away, exposing bare wires. In Ablott’s initial report, he
concluded the cause of the fire was an intentional malfunction or modification of an electrical
cord in the living room.

Upon further investigation, Ablott concluded a second fire had originated on the floor of
the southeast bedroom near the edge of the bed, where JoAnn’s daughters had been found.
Ablott concluded the fire in the southeast bedroom was caused by the application of an open
flame by human hands to the available combustibles on the floor under or near the bed, such as
newspapers or cardboard. Ablott did not find evidence of a flammable liquid being used to start
the fire. Based on his conclusions, Ablott opined someone intentionally set fire to the home and
set two fires — one in the living room and one in the southeast bedroom.

After conducting a reconstruction, Wegner, Franklin, and Ablott all concluded the closet
door in the northeast bedroom had been shut and blocked by a one-by-two-foot laundry hamper,
barricading Ronnie Jr. inside.

Forensic Electrical Engineer Robert W. Armstrong testified the fire could not have been
caused by an electrical source (including the spliced cord in the living room), thus concluding the
fire had been set by someone.

Additional Evidence Used to Convict. As the investigators moved through the fire
damage, they did not find conclusive evidence the fire was accidental. As such, the investigators
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concluded the fire must have been intentionally set.”> JoAnn did not smell like smoke and did not
have any burns on her.

Many of the witnesses at the scene testified in one way or another to JoAnn’s emotional
response to the fire. On several occasions, she asked police officers if her kids were alive.
Wegner witnessed JoAnn in a fit of panic. At trial, the prosecution alleged JoAnn’s emotional
response did not rise to the level of a person who just lost three children.

A fire broke out about a year before the fire in this case. The trial judge allowed
testimony regarding the fire, even though the first fire conclusively started when an air
conditioning unit malfunctioned.

Defense Presented at Trial. Dr. Frederick Allen, an electrical engineer and professor at
UCLA, examined a photograph of JoAnn’s Zenith television. Allen noted the television was
similar to a model’ recalled by Zenith because of problems with high voltage transformers and
the television’s propensities to cause fires. Allen stated the television likely could have caused
the fire for the foregoing reasons.

Robert Lowe, a private fire investigator, opined the television caused the fire. Lowe had
experience with television fires. Lowe said “flyback” transformers in a number of early-model
color televisions caused a number of fires. The black and white televisions worked fine, but the
new color models of the time generated much more heat. The heat would cause a fire inside the
television, and flames would shoot out the back louvers of the box. Based on his analysis of the
reports and photographs of the television and living room, Lowe opined the fire started in the
television and jumped to the nearby drapes.

Allen examined the cuts in the electrical cord. He concluded the fire could not have been
caused by the cuts in the cord because to start a fire by shaving off insulation is extremely
difficult and requires considerable knowledge of electricity. Allen testified that even with the
knowledge, it is almost impossible to do it at will. Lowe found the cuts on the cord to be
consistent with having been damaged during overhaul after the fire was extinguished. Lowe
testified the cuts appeared fresh—had they been there before the fire started, they would have
been discolored from water and heat.

Lowe also believed if JoAnn opened the bedroom door to a wall of fire, she would not
necessarily smell like smoke. The backdraft would have pulled the heat and smoke away from

> Exh. A at Tab 1 (National Fire Protection Association, NFPA 921 Fire and Explosion
Investigations, 53, 163 (2011) — negative corpus conclusions are bad science)

The exact model of Joann’s Zenith television is unknown. What is known is the recall
involved 19” Zenith color televisions and Joann had a 19-21” Zenith color television. By
1988, the Zenith television caused over 50 accidental fires, including one that resulted in the
death of three children in Pittsburgh, PA a year before Joann’s fire occurred. See Exh. A at
Tab 12.
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her. Thus, her explanation for not being burned and smelling like smoke is consistent with
having opened her door to a burning house.

Post-Trial Proceedings: The Courts of Appeal Uphold the Conviction

Appeals Denied. JoAnn challenged many aspects of her trial on appeal, including the
ruling allowing the prior accidental fire in at trial and sufficiency of the evidence. The Court of
Appeal affirmed JoAnn’s conviction on December 29, 1994. The California Supreme Court
denied review on March 30, 1995.

Habeas Denied. On April 11, 1997, JoAnn filed a petition for writ of habeas corpus in
the California Superior Court. In addition to raising issues previously raised on direct appeal,
JoAnn raised the issue of prosecutorial misconduct and prejudicial judicial misconduct. JoAnn
filed a second petition for writ of habeas corpus on March 5, 1999. The superior court denied the
petition six days later.

The Lentini Report. The California Innocence Project (CIP) asked the Arson Review
Committee — headed by John Lentini — to review JoAnn’s case. John Lentini is nationally
known as the foremost expert in fire science. In 201 1, Lentini sent a report to CIP that states,
according to the new standards and understanding of fire science, the fire that burned JoAnn’s
home was not arson.* The report explains the single origin of the fire (living room), the problem
with associating fire damage with origin, taking into account the toxicology reports of the
children, and finding Ronnie Jr.’s closet door was open during the fire. The report concludes
JoAnn’s “conviction was the result of the miserable state of the art in fire investigation at the
time. By today’s standards, none of the allegedly inculpatory evidence would withstand
scruginy. The investigators and ultimately the jury were misled by bad science, or no science at
all.”

The Future: JoAnn Is Prepared for a New Life Outside Prison

JoAnn has used her time in prison to better herself and those around her. Over the course
of the last 20 years, JoAnn has actively participated in a number of programs. She has received
commendations from prison staff for her hard work and dedication, as well as her ability to
assimilate back into society with ease. JoAnn is more than prepared to make it on the outside.

JoAnn worked in the dental lab from 1999-2011. She was the lead technician and
performed a number of various tasks, including training new technicians to work in the lab which
employs a total of 59 people. JoAnn headed up the Quality Assurance checks in all departments
and also monitored infectious disease control protocols in the lab. JoAnn also has extensive
education from Prison Industries in the dental field. She accumulated over 1,500 hours of
proficiency certificates in: metal casting, survey and design, full and partial setups for upper and

*  See Exh. C at Tab 1 (John Lentini et al., Report on the Review of the Evidence, Reports, and
Expert Testimony in the Case of State of California vs. Jo Ann Parks, 8-9,

http://www.innocenceproject.org /docs/ArsonReviewReport.pdf (last visited 4/27/2013).

> Seeid. at p. 21.
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lower dentures, plaster room, and oral anatomy and physiology. JoAnn’s supervisor, Frank
Roes, wrote a recommendation letter with confidence JoAnn would be an asset to any dental
lab.°

In addition to her job training, JoAnn has been taking college courses through Coastline
Community College. Since 2006, JoAnn has passed the following courses: Psychology,
Geology, American Government, Marine Science, Math 8, Sociology 100, Math 5, Philosophy
100, Spanish 180, Political Science, Math 10, Personal Finance, Humanities, and Biology 100.7

JoAnn’s most recent 128B was written by a member of the correctional staff that has
known JoAnn since she first arrived in prison in 1992. D. Levine has “witnessed [JoAnn] in her
job assignments and can clearly see that she is respected by her supervisors and peers for her
knowledge and skills.” D. Levine went on to say, “[i]t is in my opinion that if [JoAnn] is given
the chance to parole, she would acclimate well into society.® In addition to the most recent
laudatory chrono, JoAnn has received 21 others dating back to 2007.°

JoAnn also has a place to live should she be pardoned. The expert that testified on
JoAnn’s behalf at trial always believed in her innocence. The expert’s daughter, Mary Ross, also
believes in JoAnn’s innocence and hopes to one day see her free. Mary offered JoAnn a place to
stay in her home. Mary’s home has two spare bedrooms that JoAnn could choose from. Mary
has also offered to assist JoAnn with paperwork, new skills, transportation, and shopping.
Finally, and perhaps most importantly, Mary has offered a job to JoAnn at the family business
should JoAnn be pardoned. JoAnn would have the family’s guidance and support.'®

RECENT FINDINGS INDICATE OUR JUSTICE SYSTEM IS DEEPLY FALLIBLE
Research Exposes Inherent Weaknesses In the Kinds of Evidence Jurors Trust Most

The 873 exonerations that have taken place in this country since 1989 are a clear
indication that our justice system is fallible."" Those who are willing to admit to this fact about
our justice system might nonetheless be surprised by the depth of the system’s fallibility. Even
those who do not work within the justice system are likely to recognize the concepts of
“prosecutorial misconduct” and “ineffective assistance of counsel.” However, most people are
unlikely to be familiar with the steadily accumulating findings in the biological and social
sciences over the past couple of decades that cast grave doubt on the very kinds of evidence we

6 See Exh. B at Tab 4 (Awards and Certificates).

T Id
8 Id
°

' See Exh. B at Tab 3 (Letter of Support by Mary Ross, dated April 24, 2013).

""" See Exh. A at Tab 2 (Samuel R. Gross & Michael Shaffer, Exonerations in the United States,
1989-2012, Report by the National Registry of Exonerations 1,1 (2012)).
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human beings are accustomed to relying most heavily upon as fact-finders: eyewitness
identification, confessions and sincere accusations, and “forensics.”

For example, there is a “near perfect scientific consensus” on a variety of factors which
can render eyewitness identifications thoroughly unreliable.' Many of these findings go against
laypeople’s common sense expectations, which accounts for why jurors (unjustifiably) find
eyewitness identification to be highly persuasive regardless of circumstance.

Again running counter to people’s intuitions, research in psychology indicates—and
explains the reasons—that innocent people will, even absent torture, falsely confess to a crime
(or wrongfully implicate others) with alarming frequency. Similarly, psychological research
explains why some people (especially children) come to regard demonstrably fabricated stories
as their own authentic memories.

Finally, scientists know that there is no such thing as “forensic science.” Although jurors
are inordinately swayed by anything labeled “forensic science,”'? there are actually a variety of
forensic fields or disciplines, which scientist themselves view with very different levels of
respect. Some fields, like “bite mark analysis” are based on unverified foundational premises
implemented through unobjective methods, and are viewed with a lot of skepticism by scientists
in other disciplines. Even in other, more credible fields of forensics, there have nonetheless been
quiet revolutions in the prevailing thought—for instance, regarding so-called “shaken baby
syndrome” or “arson science”—that refute the central premise of earlier verdicts in numerous
cases.

The justice system cannot always correct itself, nor adequately take into account all the
advancements in science which may impact convictions from years past. Many of the twelve
cases that the California Innocence Project now presents to the Governor are emblematic of a
once-hidden infirmity in evidence, and thus, in criminal convictions, brought to light by recent
advancements in science.

JoAnn’s case is a textbook example of what scientists now view as an unreliable, error-
prone arson science.

Recent Scientific Findings Establish the Unreliability of Arson Science

The field of fire investigation has greatly progressed over the last two decades, but only
recently has the fire investigation community begun to acknowledge that much of what their
predecessors taught came from junk science—folklore or rules of thumb, really—which sent

"2 See Exh. A at Tab 3 (State v. Guilbert, 49 A.3d at 720 (Conn. 2012)).

" United States v. Addison, 498 F.2d 741 (D.C. Cir. 1974), People v. Kelly, 17 Cal. 3d 24, 32
(1976), Huntingdon v. Crowley, 64 Cal. 2d 647 (1966), People v. King, 266 Cal. App. 2d 437
(1968).
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numerous innocent victims to jail.'* Fire investigators once thought that they could “read” the
patterns left after a fire to determine that a liquid accelerant was used.”> They also commonly
believed that the presence of certain burn “artifacts” like the “alligator-like appearance of wood
char, spalling of concrete, crazed cracking glass, and the collapse or annealing of steel springs”
indicated an intentional fire.'"® Other “proof” of arson included the presence of “hot and fast
fires,” “unusual, low level burning,” and apparent “flammable liquid pour patterns.”!” Scientific
advances by fire scientists and fire engineers have demonstrated that all of these supposed
indicators of an intentional fire can also be present in accidental fires.'"® Finally, scientific
advancement has refuted even the widely-held and commonsensical assumption that a fire must
have started in the area showing the most damage."’

One of the most pivotal developments in fire investigation was the National Fire
Protection Assocmtlon s 1992 release of NFPA 921, A Guide to Fire and Explosion
Investigation®® Because it challenged the fire investigation myths that had existed for decades,
NFPA 921 was initially met with resistance by the fire investigation community. This slowly
began to change and in 2000 the “United States Department of Justice released a research report
identifying NFPA 921 as a ‘benchmark for the training and expertise of everyone who purports

See Exh. A at Tab 4 (Lentini, John, The Evolution of Fire Investigation and Its Impact on
Arson Cases, 27 Crim. Just. 12, 12-14 (2012)); see also Exh. A at Tab 5 (Starr, Douglas,
Spark of Truth: Can Science Bring Justice to Arson Trials?, http://discovermagazine.com

[2011/nov/12-spark-truth-science-bring-justice-arson-trials 2, 3, 8 (last visited 3/5/2013)

!> See Exh. A at Tab 6 (Bieber, Paul The Arson Research Project, Fire Pattern Analysis and
Case Study Review in Post-Flashover Fires, http://www.thearsonproject.org
[Docs/FlashoverAnalysis.pdf 1-3 (last visited 4/27/2013)).

16 See Exh. A at Tab 7 (Carman, Steven, Science Trumps Art in Fire Investigation, 74 Tex. B. J.
588-589 (2011) (available at http://www.texasbar.com /AM/ Template.cfm?

Section=Texas_BarJournal&Template= /CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=14690) (last
visited 4/27/2013); see also Exh. A at Tab 6 p. 3).

17" See Exh. A at Tab 6 pp-1, 2, 4-6, 10; see also Exh. A at Tab 5 p. 5; see also Exh. A at Tab 7
p. 588.

18 See Exh. A at Tab 6 p. 15; see also Exh. A at Tab 5 pp. 3-5.

19" See Exh. A at Tab 5 pp. 3—4; see also Exh. A at Tab 8 (Carman, Steven, Progressive Burn
Pattern Development in Post-Flashover Fires, at 2, 8 (“Severe fire damage that occurred
well after ignition and in a completely different part of the building was often misinterpreted
as the area of fire origin.”) http://www.carmanfireinvestigations.com/

Publications_files/Progressive%20Burn%20Pattern%20Development%20in%20Post-

Flashover%20Fires.pdf (last visited 4/27/2013)); see also Exh. C at Tab 1.
2 See Exh. A at Tab 6 pp. 2-3.
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to be an expert in the origin and cause determination of fires.”””' That same year, “the

International Association of Arson Investigators (IAAI) for the first time endorsed the adoption
of the new edition of NFPA 921.”* Once fire investigators began to apply the findings and
methodology of NFPA 921 instead of relying on the lore which earlier passed for fire “science,”
the number of fires determined to be arson drastically decreased.?

The utter lack of reliability in reading “fire patterns” was demonstrated in 2005 by a burn
cell exercise the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) conducted at the
Federal Law Enforcement Training Center. In this test, ATF certified investigators and an
engineer set fire to two, “nearly identical, single-room burn-cells that measured 12 feet wide, 14
feet long and 8 feet high [that] were furnished with identical contents and burned.”®* These two
rooms were burned using similar ignition scenarios in a different area of each room. ATF then
called in 53 fire investigators from both the public and private sectors to examine the burned
rooms and then to identify the quadrant of each room in which the fires started. “Only 3 of 53
correctly identified the quadrants in each cell, a success rate of 5.7%.”> Shockingly, these were
practicing fire investigators trusted to characterize a fire as arson and able to testify as expert
witnesses in a court of law.

Every fire investigator needs to understand the effects of ventilation on how a fire burns.
In fact, it is because of their understanding of ventilation and its effects on how a fire burns that
fire scientists now know that many of the “indicators” fire investigators once thought were
evidence of arson can just as well happen in an accidental fire.”® One historical misconception is
that a fire started in the area containing the most damage.”” While it seems like common sense

2 Exh. A at Tab 9 (Excerpts from U.S. Department of Justice, Fire and Arson Scene Evidence:
A Guide for Public Safety Personnel 6 (2000)); see also Exh. A at Tab 10 (Lentini, John The
Evolution of Fire Investigation and Its Impact on Arson Cases (2012) at 2-4).

2 Id. pp. 2-4.

»  See id. (“Nationwide, from 1999 to 2008, the National Fire Protection Association reported a
drop from around 15 percent to around 6 percent of fires determined to be arson.”); id. (in
Massachusetts, “between 1984 and 2008, the percentage of arson fires in the state dropped
from more than 20 percent to less than 2 percent, despite a net increase in the total number of
fires”); see also Exh. A at Tab 5 p. 9.

2 See Exh. A at Tab 8 (Carman, Progressive Burn Pattern Development ) at 1.

% Id; see also Exh. A at Tab 10 pp. 4, 6. Note, this is far worse than would have occurred with
a random guess. These fire investigators, utilizing their experience and training incorrectly
identified the quadrant of origin 94.3% of the time.

* " Id, see also Exh. A at Tab 6 pp. 3-15; Exh. A at Tab 8 pp. 1-2, 10).

?7 See Exh. A at Tab 1. NFPA 921 warns against assuming that the area of greatest damage is
the point of origin. For instance, Section 6.3.2.2 states, “Areas of great damage are
indicators of high heat release rate, ventilation effects, or long exposure. Such areas,
however, are not always the point of origin. For example, a fire could spread from slow-
burning fuels to rapid burning fuels with the latter producing the most fire damage.” Section
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that the most damage would be near the point of origin, this is not always true. Because a fire
needs oxygen, a fire that becomes oxygen-starved will often migrate to an area of greater
ventilation, which can result in greater damage away from the point of origin.”® A different test
conducted by ATF in 2010 demonstrated this phenomenon in abandoned townhouses near
Chicago’s O’Hare airport. In that test, they similarly furnished near identical two-story
townhouses and lit a fire in each of them near the living-room sofa. By having different
windows open and closed in each townhouse, “they were able to manipulate [the] airflow [in
each] to make it look as if the fire had started at a wide range of spots, even the opposite end of
the room from where it actually began.””’

This phenomenon greatly impacts an investigation into arson because a fire investigator
relying on the “most damage” myth may completely miss the true point of origin and
consequently miss crucial evidence for determining the fire’s true cause.*

The effects of ventilation are especially significant in fires that burn past a phenomenon
called “flashover.”®' Flashover is often described as “when a fire in a room becomes a room on
fire.”?? During flashover, all of the fuel in a room is on fire and the fire can only grow to an area
that has sufficient ventilation (in fire investigation terms, fuel means a combustible material such
as wood, cloth, furniture, plastic, etc:.).33 In an accidental fire, flashover and the effects of
ventilation can also cause what were once believed to be indicators of arson, such as “pour
patterns” and “low level burning.”**

17.4.1.3 states, “The investigator should not assume that the fire at the origin burned the
longest and therefore fire patters showing the greatest damage must be at the area of origin.
Greater damage in one place than another may be the result of differences in thermal
exposure due to differences in fuel loading, the location of fuel packages in the compartment,
increased ventilation effects, or fire-fighting tactics.” Finally, Section 17.4.1.3.1 states that
“The size, location and heat release rate of a fuel package may have as much effect on the
extent of damage as the length of time the fuel package was burning. An area of extensive
damage may simply mean that there was a significant fuel package at that location. The
investigator should consider whether the fire at such location might have spread there from
another location where the fuel load was smaller.”

8 See Exh. C at Tab 1 pp. 8-9; see also Exh. A at Tab 5 p.4; Exh. A at Tab 10 p. 6.
?  See Exh. A at Tab 5 p. 7.
" See Exh. A at Tab 10 p. 7.

3! See Exh. A at Tab 6 pp. 3-4, 7-8, 15); see also Exh. C at Tab 1 pp. 5, 9; see also Exh. A at
Tab 8 pp. 2-3.

2 See Exh. A at Tab 10 (Lentini, The Evolution of Fire Investigation at 4).
33
1d.

3 See Exh. A at Tab 6 pp- 4, 6-8, 15; see also Exh. C at Tab 1 (Lentini, Report on the Review of
the Evidence, Reports, and Expert Testimony in the Case of State of California vs. Jo Ann
Parks at 5, 9; see also Exh. A at Tab 10 (Lentini, 7he Evolution of Fire Investigation at 4).
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Additionally, regardless of whether a fire is intentional or accidental, ventilation and
flashover have also been shown to create another artifact that was once thought to indicate an
area of origin, a V-shaped pattern.”> An accidental fire which has burned past flashover can
cause multiple V-shaped patterns that are entirely the result of ventilation but that mimic what
fire investigators once thought signified a point of origin.’® True multiple points of origin
strongly suggest a fire set intentionally, but a fire investigator that lacks an understanding of the
effects of ventilation can mistakenly interpret the multiple V-shaped patterns as indicative of
multiple points of origin, and thus, indicative of arson, even though such patterns simply resulted
from an accidental fire burning past flashover.’’ Unfortunately, this mistaken analysis was
precisely what happened in the JoAnn Parks trial.*®

Fire investigators once commonly thought that if a fire was, as they termed it, “hot and
fast,” it must have been intentionally set using an accelerant. Earlier, an investigator would
“read” the damage left by a fire and determine that an unusually hot and fast-spreading fire
caused the damage. We now know, however, that a non-accelerated fire will burn just as hot as
an accelerated fire, and if all else is held equal and both are allowed to reach flashover, the non-
accelerated fire will spread almost as quickly as the accelerated fire.”’ The similarity between
accelerated and non-accelerated fires in terms of heat and speed makes it very difficult to
determine whether an accelerant was used.

The investigator’s mistaken premise that a fire set with an accelerant would burn hotter
also led to the mistaken conclusion that the signs of a “hot” fire* necessarily indicated an
arson.’’ Because accidental fires can reach the heat levels necessary to produce these artifacts,

3% See Exh. A at Tab 8 (Carman, Progressive Burn Pattern Development at 2, 10); see also Exh.

C at Tab 1 (Lentini et al., Report on the Review of the Evidence, Reports, and Expert
Testimony in the Case of State of California vs. Jo Ann Parks at 10—11); see also Exh. A at
Tab 5 pp. 6-7.

% 1d
T Id

% See Exh. C at Tab 1 (Lentini et al., Report on the Review of the Evidence, Reports, and
Expert Testimony in the Case of State of California vs. Jo Ann Parks at 10-12, 20).

¥ See Exh. A at Tab 6 pp. 10-14. Noting that an accelerant merely accelerates the rate of
temperature increase but does not increase the fire’s maximum temperature. See also U.S.
National Fire Academy, student video of flashover cells, non-accelerated at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z2Y2TIkSLAs (flashover in less than three minutes) (last
visited 4/27/2013) and accelerated at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_HVA_z-9Gw
(flashover in less than two minutes) (last visited 4/27/2013).

These signs include the alligator-like charring on wood, concrete spalling (flaking), and the
collapse or annealing of steel springs. See Exh. A at Tab 6 p. 2); see also Exh. A at Tab 10
(Lentini, The Evolution of Fire Investigation at 3).

40

*I' In a further example of the many misconceptions of earlier fire investigations, one of the

other supposed signs of a “hot fire” -- the “crazed glass” artifact -- has been shown to
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contrary to what investigators once believed, their presence does not in itself speak one way or
another as to whether the fire was intentionally set or not. **

Fire science does not just disprove prior misconceptions about fire, but replaces them
with more accurate methods of determining where a fire actually started. One of these methods
is an “arc survey”, which would have been helpful to disprove the prosecution’s erroneous
theory at the trial of JoAnn Parks.*

Another tool investigators now use to determine a fire’s point or points of origin is a
toxicology report of the carbon monoxide blood levels in a victim.** Victims of a fire may
succumb to the heat, to smoke inhalation, or to carbon monoxide inhalation.** Victims that are
killed by the heat generally have low carbon monoxide blood levels because they die before they
are able to inhale high levels of carbon monoxide.*® Thus, a victim that dies from carbon
monoxide poisoning was likely away from a point of origin even if their body was found near
extensive fire damage;*” as previously discussed, this can happen when the fire migrates.

actually occur when the cool water from firefighter’s hoses comes in contact with heated
glass. See Exh. A at Tab 5 p. 5. Thus, the presence of crazed glass does not necessarily even
indicate a “hot” fire, much less have anything to do with whether the fire was intentionally
set or not.

> See Exh. A at Tab 5 pp. 5-6; see also Exh. A at Tab 6 pp. 11, 14, 15.

“ Relying on the fact that wires only “arc” when powered, and that wires further from a fire’s

origin will likely already be powered off by a circuit breaker when the fire reaches them, fire
investigators can help determine the general area of the fire’s origin. In Joann’s case, the fire
investigator reported (but later abandoned) a theory that Joann intentionally damaged a wire
to start the fire. An arc survey would have disproved this theory at the very outset: because
the wire in question did not arc, it was not powered when the fire reached it, and thus could
not have been the ignition source of a fire at all. See Exh. C at Tab 1 (Lentini, Report on the
Review of the Evidence, Reports, and Expert Testimony in the Case of State of California vs.
Jo Ann Parks at 13, 14); see also Exh. A at Tab 1 (NFPA 921 at 166-167).

See Exh. C at Tab 1 (Lentini, Report on the Review of the Evidence, Reports, and Expert
Testimony in the Case of State of California vs. Joann Parks at 14).

¥ See Exh. A at Tab 11 (Corbitt-Dipiero, Cathleen, Fatalities at The Fire Scene: Simple Steps
Jor Strong Results, http://www.interfire.org/features/fatalities.asp at 5, 9- 10 (last visited
3/13/2013)).

% See Exh. A at Tab 1 (NFPA 921 at 213-214. Section 23.2.1.3 states that “victims with COH,
concentrations of 40 percent or higher are likely to have died from carbon monoxide alone or
in combination with other factors (such as age, alcohol, or a heart condition) or may simply
have been incapacitated sufficiently by carbon monoxide poisoning to be unable to flee the
fire.”).

47 See Exh. A at Tab 11 (Corbitt-Dipiero at 9).
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The toxicology report on the victims in the Parks case could also have disproven the
original multiple points of origin theory of the fire investigators (thus rebutting a key basis upon
which the investigators called the fire intentional), but at the time, “this aspect of carbon
monoxide poisoning was not well understood.”*® Had a second point of origin existed in a
victim’s bedroom, we now expect that the carbon monoxide levels in her blood would have been
significantly lower than the other victims’.*’ The high carbon monoxide blood levels in JoAnn’s
children indicates they died away from the area of origin, and the fact that all three victims had
similar levels squarely refutes the existence of a point of origin in one of the bedrooms.>

The fire investigation community’s understanding of fire has dramatically improved in
the last decade thanks to verified fire science replacing earlier fire folklore. Courts have begun
to recognize that many fire investigators working under the old assumptions in fact lack the
scientific knowledge of their subject necessary to qualify as experts.”! Regrettably, “reversing an
arson case is notoriously difficult,” even where a wrongful conviction was plainly based on
debunked fire lore, in part because these cases, by their very nature, involve factual questions not
subject to proof as definitive as cases involving DNA.*?

CLEMENCY IS THE ONLY SOLUTION

JoAnn Has Exhausted All Available Remedies

JoAnn has exhausted the appellate process and post-conviction proceedings in her pursuit
of vindication. Although she has not presented the Arson Review Committee report in a petition
for writ of habeas corpus, it would likely be unsuccessful given the state of the law on new
evidence. Thus, clemency is the only solution.

* See Exh. C at Tab 1 (Lentini et al., Report on-the Review of the Evidence, Reports, and
Expert Testimony in the Case of State of California vs. Jo Ann Parks at 14).

¥ Id

NI

1 See, e. g.: Presley v. Lakewood Engineering and Manufacturing Company, 553 F.3d 638, 643,

645-646 (8" Cir. 2009) (affirming trial court’s decision to exclude expert opinion because
“an expert generally cannot formulate a theory through supposition based on his or her own
expertise” and because the expert’s “fire spread theory was inconsistent with NFPA 921.”);
Fireman's Fund Insurance Company et al. v. Canon U.S.A., Inc., 394 F.3d 1054, 1057-1060
(8" Cir. 2005) (affirming trial court’s decision to exclude testimony of two fire investigators
as to the origin of a fire “because the experts did not apply the principles and methods of
NFPA 921 reliably to the facts of the case”); Michigan Millers Mutual Insurance Company v.
Janelle R. Benefield, 140 F.3d 915, 920 n. 14, n. 15, 921 (11™ Cir. 1998) (affirming trial
court’s decision to exclude testimony of expert purporting to offer “scientific expert”
testimony into origin of fire while performing no tests, taking no samples and failing to
provide “scientific basis” or rational explanation for his conclusion that fire was intentionally
set).

2 See Exh. A at Tab 5 p. 8.
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JoAnn was convicted in 1993. The Court of Appeal affirmed her conviction a year later,
and the California Supreme Court denied her petition for review. In 1997 and 1999, JoAnn filed
petitions for writ of habeas corpus in state court challenging her conviction and the evidence
behind it. The court on both occasions denied JoAnn a new trial.

In 2007, JoAnn contacted the California Innocence Project to investigate her case. After
accepting JoAnn’s case for representation, the California Innocence Project contacted John
Lentini to review the case. The Arson Review Committee’s report refutes the arson conviction
and undermines the prosecution’s entire case.

All told, JoAnn has attempted to address her wrongful conviction through one direct
appeal, and two rounds of state habeas processes. Clemency is her last resort.

The Governor Can Right This Wrong

Article five, section eight of the California Constitution provides that the “Governor, on
conditions that the Governor deems proper, may grant a reprieve, pardon, and commutation after
sentence, except in case of impeachment.” This power to grant clemency is “properly left to the
conscience of the executive entitled to consider pleas™ and is not governed by the rigidity of the
judicial process.” In this case, because Mr. Morris has a single prior conviction for robbery in
1985, the Governor must also obtain the recommendation of four Justices of the California
Supreme Court in order to grant the pardon.**

The executive’s prerogative to grant clemency is deeply rooted in our system of justice.
As Chief Justice Marshall expounded in the first clemency case to reach the Supreme Court,
“[t]he power of pardon, in criminal cases, has been exercised from time immemorial . . . [and] it
is a constituent part of the judicial system.” Twenty-two years later, the Supreme Court first
recognized the power of pardons to exonerate the wrongly convicted, explaining that the
President’s pardon power was appropriate “particularly when the circumstance of any case
disclosed 5sﬁuch uncertainties as made it doubtful if there should have been a conviction of the
criminal.”

The Governor’s pardon power under the California Constitution serves a similar purpose.
As the California Supreme Court has explained, the fundamental purpose of California’s
pardoning power is “to enable the state to do justice in those cases where the ordinary procedure

3 The Honorable Janice Rogers Brown, former Justice of the California Supreme Court and

former Legal Affairs Secretary to Governor Pete Wilson, The Quality of Mercy, 40 UCLA. L.
Rev. 327, 328 (1992).

> See Cal. Const. art. V, § 8; see also Ex Parte Kelly, 99 P. 368, 369 (Cal. 1908) (“[T]he power
of the governor to grant pardons and commutations is absolute under the Constitution, except
in cases of prior conviction[, which requires four Justices of the California Supreme Court to
concur] . ...”).

% United States v. Wilson, 32 U.S. 150, 161 (1833).
%% Ex Parte Wells, 59 U.S. 307, 310 (1855).
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The Hon. Edmund G. Brown Jr.
April 27, 2013

results in injustice.”’ “If at the end of court procedures there is claimed to persist a miscarriage
of justice, despite all the precautions of law to the contrary, the ultimate remedy rests in an
appeal to the Governor for a pardon.”® Justice Traynor of the California Supreme Court has
echoed this sentiment, explaining that “strong doubts as to [the] defendant’s very guilt” may
“constitute . . . strong[] grounds for mercy” through executive clemency.

In light of the historical purpose of clemency to correct injustice, both the Supreme Court
of the United States and the California Supreme Court have repeatedly recognized that clemency
is the appropriate remedy to “correct injustices that the ordinary criminal process seems unable
or unwilling to consider.”®® This is just such a case.

* * *

JoAnn has served nearly twenty years in prison for an accident that was charged as a
crime. Imbued with the power of clemency and the spirit of justice, the Governor has the ability
to finally correct this tragic error. On behalf of JoAnn and those who support her, and as citizens
of California, we respectfully request that he do so today.

bmitted,

/1 Lj;eetf)r
fiinoeence Project

Jan B i g‘ﬁz, Co-Director

The California Innocence Project

*" People v. Sup. Ct., 190 Cal. 624, 625 (1923).
*  Ex Parte Horowitz, 33 Cal.2d 534, 546 (1949).
¥ Phyle v. Duffy, 34 Cal.2d 144, 160 (1949) (Traynor, J., concurring).

8 Dretke v. Haley, 541 U.S. 386, 399 (2004); Herrera, 506 U.S. at 868; Mendez v. Sup. Ct., 87
Cal. App.4th 791, 803 (2001) (explaining that the “remedy [for a defendant claiming
innocence] . . . is to apply to the Governor for a pardon”); see also Ex Parte Lindley, 29
Cal.2d 709, 728 (1947) (noting that claim of innocence was an issued “for further
investigation and consideration by the Governor of this State, if he be so advised”); id. at 729
(Schauer, J., concurring) (finding that the “remedy in. .. cases [of factual innocence] is
committed by our law exclusively to the governor of the state”).
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The Hon. Edmund G. Brown Jr.
April 27, 2013

Alex Simpson, LegaﬂDirector

THe California Innocence Project
N
Alissa Bjerkho
The California

<

Michael Semanchik, Attorney

The California Innocence Project
/ ﬂ oy Yy i . ~
Yront 175~
Audrey McGim{,(At‘fomey
m Innocence Project
Raquel/Cohen, Atforney
The California Innocence Project
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE
Cedric Pierce

In 1998, Cedric Pierce and his crime partner robbed Ellis Brown and
Tommy Phillips at gunpoint. On January 3, 2000, the Superior Court of California,
County of Santa Clara, sentenced Mr. Pierce to 25 years to life for robbery plus
15 years of sentence enhancements, a total prison term of 40 years to life.

Mr. Pierce was 24 years old when he committed this crime. He is now 45
and has been incarcerated for almost 22 years. Mr. Pierce has expressed
sincere remorse for his crimes. He wrote in his clemency application, “Due to
the evolution of aging and maturing, in retrospect, | clearly understand the error
and dysfunction with my criminal behavior. I'm aware that substance abuse
and environmental influences assisted in my unacceptable, self-imposed
decisions, however, there is no justification and no excusable reasoning | can
offer for my priors."”

While incarcerated, Mr. Pierce has devoted himself to his rehabilitation.
Mr. Pierce earned a paralegal certificate, completed two vocational training
programs, and has participated in many self-help courses. Mr. Pierce works as a
braille transcriber for the visually impaired program at his prison. A correctional
officer praised Mr. Pierce for his efforts at rehabilitation, writing "[Mr. Pierce]
exhibited positive behavior that speaks to his change and progressive
[programming]."

Mr. Pierce's application was reviewed by the Board of Parole Hearings,
which voted at an en banc meeting to recommend a clemency grant. The
Cadlifornia Supreme Court also made a recommendation for a clemency grant,
a process required by the California Constitution for cases in which the
applicant has been convicted of more than one felony.

Mr. Pierce committed a serious crime. Since then, Mr. Pierce has taken
responsibility for his actions and has devoted himself to his rehabilitation. | have
carefully considered and weighed the evidence of Mr. Pierce’s positive
conduct in prison, the fact that he was a youthful offender, and his good
prospects for successful community reentry. | have concluded that Mr. Pierce
merits an earlier opportunity to make his case to the Board of Parole Hearings so
it can determine whether he is suitable for parole.

This act of clemency for Mr. Pierce does not minimize or forgive his
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to
transform himself.

P -
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THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State
of California, do hereby commute the sentence of Cedric Pierce to make him
eligible for immediate parole consideration and release upon a grant of parole
subject to all applicable review periods.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and

caused the Great Seal of the State
of Cadilifornia to be affixed this 27th
day of March 2020.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of Cadlifornia

ATTEST:

0., 2000

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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Governor Gavin Newsom - State Capitol -Sacramento, California 95814

RE-APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION AND PARDON

Complete this form if in the last three years, you submitted a commutation or pardon application to a past administration,
or obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, and wish Governor Newsom to consider your application. Do not submit any
additional documents about your case until requested to do so by the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings.
If you submitted an application to Governor Newsom after January 7, 2019, your application is pending; do not submit
this form. Learn more about the commutation and pardon process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for
information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name (Last/First/Middle): 6#&;5 (/fm[v. D32 Name on Prior Application (if different):

Date of Birth: _-’ 7( Social Security Number: -

CDCR Number: ~J 29 %¥ Name of Facility/Prison: Im/! woop/ f}ﬁ ?LC ﬁ)'[’on

Residence Address:j'&' Boy 294 /C2-20¢f ﬂ/,)’ﬂ!{ Chr G222)

Mailing Address (if different):

Home/Cell Phone: Work Phone: Email:

| previously submitted: IE’A’;;plication for Commutation of Sentence
[J Certificate of Rehabilitation
(] Application for Pardon

Did you receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings
regarding your application? Have you been interviewed regarding your application? If yes, please describe:

L Wil Jabrviiwed o {~2¢-)f,

B 0417

Applicant Sign ature Date

SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO:
THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL, ATTN: LEGAL AFFAIRS/CLEMENCY, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814.
DO NOT SUBMIT ANY OTHER DOCUMENTS AT THIS TIME.
New 2019
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Application for Clemency

Name: Cedric Pierce

Date of Birth: [ o7

Address: Ironwood State Prison
P.O.Box 2119 (C2-208
Blythe, CA 92226

1. Conviction Summary: List all prior convictions, including any in other states or
countries.

Offense(s) Date of offense(s)  County Sentence(s)
Case No. H19171A
6 Counts of 2" Degree Robbery January 12, 1994 Alameda County 8 years

1 Count Attempted Robbery
1 Count False Imprisonment w/ Violence

Case No. 209570
2 Counts of 2" degree robbery ~ June 17, 1998 Santa Clara County 40 years to life

2. Briefly describe the circumstances of the crimes(s) for which you are requesting a
pardon or commutation:

Growing up, my father was emotionally and physically abusive to me. He was addicted to drugs
and alcohol. I was raised in the poverty stricken, gang ridden city of East Palo Alto during the
80’s and 90’s. I never joined a gang but was surrounded by them. Ihad many friends and was
well liked, but I was immature and seriously lacked the motivation and drive to be a law abiding
citizen.

I have two robbery cases. One from 1994 and the other from 1999.

When I was 19, I robbed a bank and was convicted of armed robbery. That conviction was plea
bargained in accord with multiple counts, nevertheless, understood to be considered one case or
one prior. During my sentencing hearing the judge advised me that if [ was convicted in a
second felony case in the future, I would be sentenced to double time. He also advised, that if I
was ever convicted in a third felony case, I would then be sentenced to life in prison. (See
Exhibit 1 — Sentencing Transcript)
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I served over four years in prison. Upon release, I lived with my father because my mother was
living in Arizona. I tried to find a job, but with no employment history and just being released
from prison I was not successful.

My girlfriend at the time, who is now my wife, told me she was pregnant with our son in the
beginning of June 1998. I then made the stupidest and worst decision of my life. On June 17,
1998, I robbed two men in a park, taking a cell phone and about $900 and I was arrested. I
participated in this crime of robbery due to immaturity and failure to acclimate myself to society.
I was addicted to alcohol and was unwilling to change.

At sentencing for my second case, my prior counts from my first case were treated as multiple
convictions and strikes. This allowed me to be considered a three striker with only two
convictions. As a second striker, I should have been subjected to a maximum of 21 years.
However, I was 23 years old, charged as a three striker and sentenced to 40 years to life.

3. Explain why you are requesting a pardon or commutation:

I’m asking for mercy and an opportunity for redemption. I’'m ashamed and regretful of my past
conduct and decisions. I want to live a life of service in an attempt to balance out my past,
recusing my reputation. I’m asking you for the opportunity to rewrite my history and for the
chance to live to my full potential.

My first priority is my wife and our children. I want to be home, in Arizona, with my wife and
kids more than anything. I want to be a part of their daily lives so I can do more to help raise
them to become to best they can be and so I can help my wife with everything that she currently
does on her own.

I was arrested two weeks after my wife found out she was pregnant with our eldest son.
Knowing that I was facing many years in prison, she decided to place our son for adoption. I
have never met him in person, but my wife has a close relationship with him. He will be 18 on
January 1,2017. I want to meet my son, for the first time, outside of prison. I want to hug him,
apologize and tell him how much I love him.

4. Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be grant