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PROCLAMATION 

On Memorial Day, we pay tribute to those fallen heroes who gave their lives 
while defending our Constitution and our freedoms. 

In enduring respect and gratitude for their sacrifice, we hold in our hearts 
those who fought to preserve our way of life, never to see their loved ones 
again. Every year, Californians uphold the solemn tradition that began as 
Decoration Day in 1868, in memory of those lost during the Civil War. In 1971, 
Congress established Memorial Day as a national day of remembrance of 
all Americans who have perished in our nation’s wars. 

Today, we honor them. We hold dear those interred in our three state 
cemeteries, nine national cemeteries, and all of the local cemeteries 
throughout California, as well as those who have come home in spirit if not 
in body. 

They are forever etched into the hearts and minds of their loved ones and 
fellow citizens of a grateful nation, with some of their names gracing 
monuments in Washington, D.C., state capitals and our town squares. 

In memory of the fallen, I have ordered that flags be flown at half-staff on 
all state buildings and grounds throughout California. In addition, I ask you 
to join me by participating in the National Moment of Remembrance at 
3:00 p.m. on Memorial Day, a shared moment of silence to honor those who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice. 

NOW THEREFORE I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, 
do hereby proclaim May 31, 2021, as "Memorial Day." 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto 
set my hand and caused the Great 
Seal of the State of California to be 
affixed this 21st day of May 2021. 

GAVIN NEWSOM 
Governor of California 

ATTEST: 

SHIRLEY N. WEBER, Ph.D. 
Secretary of State 


