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PROCLAMATION 

Juneteenth commemorates an extraordinary moment in our nation’s 
history. 

On June 19, 1865, Union General Gordon Granger led troops into 
Galveston, Texas, to announce the end of the Civil War and the insidious 
institution of slavery. Thousands of enslaved people in Texas – among the 
last to learn of their liberation – tasted hard-won freedom for the first time. 
The joyous commemorations that began in Texas spread around the 
nation, with cities and communities in California joining in celebration of this 
milestone in the ongoing American journey toward freedom for all. Since 
2003, the State of California has celebrated Juneteenth as a day to honor 
and reflect on the significant contributions of Black Americans to our nation. 

California’s Black and African American communities have made 
countless contributions to the state throughout our history. Furthermore, 
many served on the front lines as essential workers throughout this past year. 
I thank you all for your incredible sacrifice. However, we must recognize 
that the pandemic magnified so many of the existing inequalities faced by 
communities of color. As we roar back from this pandemic, we continue 
the work to level out the playing field for ALL Californians, despite color or 
creed. 

Today, I urge all Californians to reflect on the ongoing cause of freedom for 
Black Americans – remembering that, though General Granger’s 
announcement in 1865 called for “absolute equality,” that vision was, and 
remains, far from complete. This year, we are proud to raise the Juneteenth 
flag over the California State Capitol, which will be lit in the pan-African 
colors of red, black and green – representing the African diaspora to 
enslavement in the New World. As we honor Juneteenth, let us all redouble 
our commitment to use our power to stamp out racism in our communities 
and institutions and help secure freedom for all. 

NOW THEREFORE I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, 
do hereby proclaim June 19, 2021, as “Juneteenth National Freedom Day: 
A Day of Observance.” 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto 
set my hand and caused the Great 
Seal of the State of California to be 
affixed this 18th day of June 2021. 

GAVIN NEWSOM 
Governor of California 

ATTEST: 

SHIRLEY N. WEBER, Ph.D. 
Secretary of State 
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