
















































































EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE 

Byron Mendizaval 

In 1986, Byron Mendizaval and his crime partners kidnapped two victims 
who owed them money, held them for ransom, and beat them. On April 26, 
1988, the Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles, sentenced Mr. 
Mendizaval to life without the possibility of parole for kidnapping for ransom plus 
a one-year sentence enhancement. 

Mr. Mendizaval y.{as 23 years old at the time of the crime and is now 58. 
He has been incarcerated for 35 years. While serving a sentence with no hope 
of release, Mr. Mendizaval has devoted himself to his rehabilitation. 
Mr. Mendizaval has maintained an exemplary disciplinary record in prison. He 
earned his GED, completed vocational training, and has engaged in extensive 
self-help programming. Mr. Mendizaval has been commended by correctional 
staff for his positive behavior and rehabilitative efforts. 

Mr. Mendizaval committed a serious crime. Since then, Mr. Mendizaval 
has demonstrated a commitment to his rehabilitation and self-improvement. I 
have carefully considered and weighed the evidence of Mr. Mendizaval's 
positive conduct in prison, the fact that he was a youthful offender, and his 
good prospects for successful community reentry. I have concluded that Mr. 
Mendizaval merits the opportunity to appear before the Board of Parole 
Hearings so it can determine whether he is suitoble for parole. 

This act of clemency for Mr. Mendizaval does not minimize or forgive his 
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to 
transform himself. 

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State 
of California, do hereby commute the sentence of Byron Mendizaval to 35 years 
to life. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set 
my hand and caused the Great Seal of the 
State of California to be affixed this 13th d2!f122. -
GAVIN NEWSOM 
Governor of California 

ATTEST: 

SHIRLEY N. WEBER, PH.D. 
Secretary of State 



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE 

Gabino Rosales 

In 2014, Gabino Rosales shot the victim during an argument. The victim 
survived his injuries. On August 10, 2016, the Superior Court of California, County 
of Los Angeles, sentenced Mr. Rosales to nine years for attempted murder plus a 
ten-year sentence enhancement, a total prison term of 19 years. 

Mr. Rosales was 15 years old at the time of the crime and is now 22. He 
has been incarcerated for seven years. Since entering prison, Mr. Rosales has 
dedicated himself to his rehabilitation. He has maintained an exemplary 
disciplinary record. Mr. Rosales earned his high school diploma and is enrolled in 
college courses. He has engaged in comprehensive self-help. programming and 
is currently enrolled in vocational training. Mr. Rosales has been commended by 
correctional staff for his active participation in educational opportunities and his 
sincere commitment to recovery. 

Mr. Rosales committed a serious crime. Since then, Mr. Rosales has 
demonstrated a commitment to his self-improvement and becoming a 
productive individual. I have carefully considered and weighed the evidence 
of Mr. Rosales's positive conduct in prison, the fact that he was a youthful 
offender, and his good prospects for successful community reentry. I have 
concluded that Mr. Rosales merits an earlier opportunity to appear before the 
Board of Parole Hearings so it can determine whether he is suitable for parole. 

This act of clemency for Mr. Rosales does not minimize or forgive his 
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to 
transform himself. 

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State 
of California, do hereby commute the sentence of Gabino Rosales to make him 
eligible for parole consideration in December 2022 and release upon a grant of 
parole subject to all applicable review periods. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set 
my hand and caused the Great Seal of the 
State of California to be affixed this 13th dill-022. -
GAVIN NEWSOM 
Governor of California 

ATTEST: 

SHIRLEY N. WEBER, PH.D. 
Secretary of State 



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE 

Julio Santos 

In 2006, Julio Santos fatally shot a rival gang member and injured another 
during a drive-by shooting. On November 19, 2007, the Superior Court of 
California, County of Los Angeles, sentenced Mr. Santos to 15 years to life for 
second degree murder plus a 20-year sentence enhancement, a total prison 
term of 35 years to life. 

Mr. Santos was 25 years old at the time of the crime and is now 40. He has 
been incarcerated for .15 years. Mr. Santos has expressed sincere remorse for his 
crime. 

While in prison, Mr. Santos has worked hard to better himself. Mr. Santos 
has an exemplary disciplinary record in prison. He has participated in extensive 
self-help programming, earned a vocation, and has maintained consistent 
employment. Mr. Santos has been commended by correctional staff for his 
positive attitude, maturity, and his efforts in rehabilitation while working as a 
substance abuse prevention mentor. 

Mr. Santos committed a serious crime that took the victim's life and injured 
another. Since then, Mr. Santos has demonstrated a commitment to his 
rehabilitation and becoming a productive individual. I have carefully 
considered and weighed the evidence of Mr. Santos's positive conduct in 
prison, the fact that he was a youthful offender, and his good prospects for 
successful community reentry. I have concluded that Mr. Santos merits an 
earlier opportunity to appear before the Board of Parole Hearings so it can 
determine whether he is suitable for parole. 

This act of clemency for Mr. Santos does not minimize or forgive his 
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to 
transform himself. 

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State 
of California, do hereby commute the sentence of Julio Santos to make him 
eligible for immediate parole consideration and release upon a grant of parole 
subject to all applicable review periods. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set 
my hand and caused the Great Seal of the 
State of California to be affixed this 13th dm 22. -
GAVIN NEWSOM 
Governor of California 

ATTEST: 

SHIRLEY N. WEBER, PH.D. 
Secretary of State 



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE 

Rahsaan Thomas 

In 2000, Rahsaan Thomas fatally shot one victim and injured another 
during a drug deal. On June 17, 2003, the Superior Court of California, County 
of Los Angeles, sentenc-ed Mr. Thomas to 15 years to life for second degree 
murder, five years and six months for attempted voluntary manslaughter, plus 35 
years of sentence enhancements, a total prison term of 55 years and six months 
to life. 

Mr. Thomas was 29 years old at the time of the crime and is now 51. He 
has been incarcerated for 21 years. While in prison, Mr. Thomas has dedicated 
himself to his rehabilitation. He has completed college courses and has 
participated in self-help programming. Mr. Thomas is a regular contributor to the 
San Quentin News and a co-producer and co-host of the podcast Ear Hustle. 

Mr. Thomas's commutation application was reviewed by the Board of 
Parole Hearings, which voted at an en bane meeting to recommend a 
clemency grant. The California Supreme Court also made a recommendation 
for a clemency grant, a process required by the California Constitution for cases 
in which the applicant has been convicted of more than one felony. 

Mr. Thomas committed a serious crime that took the life of one victim and 
injured another. Since then, Mr. Thomas has demonstrated a commitment to his 
self-improvement and becoming a productive individual. I have carefully 
considered and weighed the evidence of Mr. Thomas's positive conduct in 
prison and his good prospects for successful community reentry. I have 
concluded that Mr. Thomas merits an earlier opportunity to appear before the 
Board of Parole Hearings so it can determine whether he is suitable for parole. 

This act of clemency for Mr. Thomas does not minimize or forgive his 
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to 
transform himself. 

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State 
of California, do hereby commute the sentence of Rahsaan Thomas to make 
him eligible for immediate parole consideration and release upon a grant of 
parole subject to all applicable review periods. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set 
my hand and caused the Great Seal of the 
State of California to be affixed this 13th 

d;!Ji;Jt2. -
GAVIN NEWSOM 
Governor of California 

ATTEST: 

SHIRLEY N. WEBER, PH.D. 
Secretary of State 
~ 



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE 

Thanh Tran 

In 2011, Thanh Tran and his two crime partners attempted to rob the 
victim. During the robbery, one of Mr. Tran's crime partners shot the victim. The 
victim survived his injuries. On April 10, 2014, the Superior Court of California, 
County of Santa Clara, sentenced Mr. Tran to seven years for attempted murder 
plus a 10-year sentence enhancement, a total prison term of 17 years. 

Mr. Tran was 18 years old at the time of the crime and is now 28. He has 
been incarcerated for nine years. Since entering prison, Mr. Tran has dedicated 
himself to his rehabilitation. Mr. Tran earned an associate degree and has 
engaged in extensive self-help programming. He is a co-host and co-creator of 
the podcast Uncuffed. Mr. Tran has received commendations from correctional 
staff for his work ethic and rehabilitative efforts. 

Mr. Tran committed a serious crime. Since then, Mr. Tran has 
demonstrated a commitment to his self-improvement and becoming a 
productive individual. I have carefully considered and weighed the evidence 
of Mr. Tran's positive conduct in prison, the fact that he was a youthful offender, 
and his good prospects for successful community reentry. I have concluded 
that Mr. Tran merits an earlier opportunity to appear before the Board of Parole 
Hearings so it can determine whether he is suitable for parole. 

This act of clemency for Mr. Tran does not minimize or forgive his conduct 
or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to 
transform himself. 

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State 
of California, do hereby commute the sentence of Thanh Tran to make him 
eligible for immediate parole consideration and release upon a grant of parole 
subject to all applicable review periods. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set 
my hand and caused the Great Seal of the 
State of California to be affixed this 13th 

d~022. -

GAVIN NEWSOM 
Governor of California 

ATTEST: 

SHIRLEY N. WEBER, PH.D. 
Secretary of State 



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE 

Felix Valdovinos 

In 1998, Felix Valdovinos was arrested for fatally shooting the victim during 
an argument. On January 8, 1999, the Superior Court of California, County of 
Santa Clara, sentenced Mr. Valdovinos to 25 years to life for first degree murder 
plus a 25-year sentence enhancement, a total prison term of 50 years to life. 

Mr. Valdovinos was 26 years old at the time of the crime and is now 50. 
He has been incarcerated for 23 years. While in prison, Mr. Valdovinos has 
maintained a good disciplinary record, has participated in self-help 
programming, and has been consistently enrolled in educational coursework. 

Mr. Valdovinos was convicted of a serious crime that took the victim's life. 
Since then, Mr. Valdovinos has demonstrated a commitment to his rehabilitation 
and self-improvement. I have carefully considered and weighed the evidence 
of Mr. Valdovinos's positive conduct in prison and his good prospects for 
successful community reentry. I have concluded that Mr. Valdovinos merits an 
earlier opportunity to appear before the Board of Parole Hearings so it can 
determine whether he is suitable for parole. 

This act of clemency for Mr. Valdovinos does not minimize or forgive his 
conduct or the harm it caused. It does recognize the work he has done since to 
transform himself. 

THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the State 
of California, do hereby commute the sentence of Felix Valdovinos to make him 
eligible for immediate parole consideration and release upon a grant of parole 
subject to all applicable review periods. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set 
my hand and caused the Great Seal of the 
State of alifornia to be affixed this 13th 
day f 022. 

GAVIN NEWSOM 
Governor of California 

ATTEST: 

SHIRLEY N. WEBER, PH.D. 
Secretary of State 

~ 
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