OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

SEP 2 8 2022

To the Members of the California State Assembly:

I am returning Assembly Bill 2236 without my signature.

This bill would authorize optometrists to perform ocular surgical procedures
currently performed by ophthalmologists after completing specified education
and training.

| am not convinced that the education and training required is sufficient to
prepare optometrists to perform the surgical procedures identified. This bill would
allow optometrists to perform advanced surgical procedures with less than one
year of tfraining. In comparison, physicians who perform these procedures must
complete at least a three year residency program.

For this reason, | cannot sign this bill.

Sincerely,

GOVERNOR GAVIN NEWSOM ¢ SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 ¢ (916) 445-2841
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