
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
SEP 2 9 2022 

To the Members of the California State Assembly: 

I am signing Assembly Bill 2596, which authorizes any state employee to utilize 
eight hours of vacation, annual leave, or compensating time off in lieu of 
receiving eight hours of personal holiday credit to observe the "Lunar New 
Year." 

The Lunar New Year celebrates a chance to leave behind the troubles of the 
past year and invite prosperity and good luck moving forward . Recognizing this 
day as a state holiday acknowledges the diversity and cultural significance 
Asian Americans bring to California and provides an opportunity for a ll 
Californians to participate in the significance of the Lunar New Year. 

I am immensely proud of the richness of diversity and backgrounds represented 
in our state and understand the importance of wanting to see one's own 
experience reflected in state holidays. While I am signing this bill and two other 
bills that also mark two significant days, before increasing the number of state 
holidays beyond the more than a dozen already recognized, I encourage the 
Legislature to identify criteria to help evaluate and inform future establishment 
of additiona l state holidays. 
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