OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
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To the Members of the California State Assembly:
| am returning Assembly Bill 1479 without my signature.

The bill, contingent upon an appropriation, establishes the Pupil Social-
Emotional, Behavioral, and Mental Health Program to be administered by the
Department of Education. The Program seeks to provide grants to eligible local
educational agencies to deliver evidence-based social-emotional, behavioral,
and mental health supports to students and families.

Unfortunately, this specific proposal creates additional significant ongoing
Proposition 98 General Fund cost pressures up to tens of millions of dollars that
are not accounted for in the state budget plan and may be duplicative of other
investments made in prior budgets. The 2021 Budget Act provided $50 million to
support the Scale Up Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS) Statewide Initiative,
which provides grants to support schools in implementing services or practices
aligned to the MTSS framework. Additionally, the Children and Youth Behavioral
Health Initiative is a $4.7 billion investment towards ensuring that every
Californian aged 0-25 has increased access to behavioral health supports.

In partnership with the Legislature, we enacted a budget that closed a shortfall
of more than $30 billion through balanced solutions that avoided deep program
cuts and protected education, health care, climate, public safety, and social
service programs that are relied on by millions of Californians. This year, however,
the Legislature sent me bills outside of this budget process that, if all enacted,
would add nearly $19 billion of unaccounted costs in the budget, of which $11
billion would be ongoing.
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With our state facing contfinuing economic risk and revenue uncertainty, it is
important to remain disciplined when considering bills with significant fiscal
implications, such as this measure.

For these reasons, | cannot sign this bill.
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