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To the Members of the California State Assembly:

| am signing Assembly Bill 665, which will allow youth 12 years of age or older to
consent to mental health care services, whether covered by Medi-Cal or private

health plans.

Youth ages 12 and older with private health insurance already have the right to
consent to their own mental health services, but youth with Medi-Cal coverage
do not. This bill extends that right so that minors in Medi-Cal may also consent to
their mental health care services. This bill eliminates an eligibility disparity which
places lower-income youth who do nof have private health insurance at a
disadvantage, improving access to lifesaving care for young people.
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