OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

SEP 2 2 2024

To the Members of the California State Assembly:
| am returning Assembly Bill 1817 without my signature.

This bill would require the California Interagency Council on Homelessness (Cal
ICH) to set additional goals to address food insecurity and unemployment
among young people experiencing homelessness.

While | appreciate the author’s focus on critical issues related to young people
experiencing homelessness, the goals outlined in the bill lack specificity and are
not clearly defined. These goals also fall outside Cal ICH's current mandate
under existing law, which already requires Cal ICH to set comprehensive goals
to prevent and end homelessness among youth.

Furthermore, the data needed to effectively track and measure the progress of
these goals is not readily available. This would necessitate the development of
new data collection systems, which would require a significant financial
commitment that was not accounted for in the 2024 Budget Act.

In partnership with the Legislature this year, my Administration has enacted @
balanced budget that avoids deep program cuts to vital services and
protected investiments in education, health care, climate, public safety,
housing, and social service programs that millions of Californians rely on. It is
important to remain disciplined when considering bills with significant fiscal
implications that are not included in the budget, such as this measure.
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For these reasons, | cannot sign this bill.




