
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

SEP 2 9' 2024 

To the Members of the California State Senate: 

I am returning Senate Bill 299 without my signature. 

This bill would require the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) and the 
Secretary of State (SOS) to develop a new IT system for processing voter 
registration data based on citizenship and registration status. It would also 
require the DMV to determine if applicants for a driver's license or ID card are 
already registered to vote and require the DMV to assess voter registration 
eligibility documents. Additionally, the bill introduces a "pre-registration" system 
for individuals deemed eligible for future registration. 

While the goal of streamlining voter registration is commendable, this bill raises 
several concerns. It would place the DMV in the role of determining voter 
eligibility, a function more suitable for elections officials. Additionally, the 
proposed system would capture those who have already declined to register, a 
decision that should be respected as a matter of personal prerogative. 

Furthermore, the introduction of a "pre-registration" system would require costly 
and complex changes to the current Motor Voter system. These changes would 
result in significant ongoing costs, estimated in the tens of millions, which are not 
accounted for in the 2024 Budget Act. In partnership with the Legislature this 
year, my Administration has enacted a balanced budget that avoids deep 
program cuts to vital services and protected investments in education, health 
care, climate, public safety, housing, and social service programs that millions of 
Californians rely on. It is important to remain disciplined when considering bills 
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with significant fiscal implications that are not included in the budget, such as 
this measure. 

ans, I cannot sign this bill. 


