OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

SEP 28 2024

To the Members of the California State Senate:
I am returning Senate Bill 961 without my signature.

This bill would require, beginning with the 2030 model year, that every new
passenger vehicle, motor truck, and bus sold or leased in California be
equipped with a passive intelligent speed assistance system to alert drivers when
they exceed the speed limit by more than 10 miles per hour.

While | appreciate the intent to improve traffic safety, this bill presents several
challenges. Federal law, as implemented by the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA), already regulates vehicle safety standards, and adding
California-specific requirements would create a patchwork of regulations that
undermines this longstanding federal framework. NHTSA is also actively
evaluating intelligent speed assistance systems, and imposing state-level
mandates at this time risks disrupting these ongoing federal assessments.

For these reasons, | cannot sign this bill.
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