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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR GAVIN NEWSOM 

Cabinet Affairs 
(916)557-5438

Cabinet Team Issue Areas 

Nani Coloretti 

Cabinet Secretary 

Budget 

Rhys Williams 

Chief Deputy Cabinet Secretary 

Team Manager for: Justice & Public Safety; Climate & 

Environment; Infrastructure 

Lila Mirrashidi 

Chief Deputy Cabinet Secretary 

Telecommunications 

Team Manager for: Government Operations; Health & 

Human Services; Education; Labor; Economic 

Development 

Catherine Baxter  

Deputy Cabinet Secretary / Senior 

Advisor for Natural Resources 

Outdoor Recreation and Accessibility; Agriculture; 

Wildlife and Natural Resources; Pest Management, 

Toxics and Chemical Safety; Recycling 

Jonathan Cousimano 

Director of Federal Affairs 

Federal Affairs; Federal Administration; Congress, NGA 

and WGA 

Gina Da Silva 

Senior Advisor for Immigration 

Immigration; Immigrant Integration; Civil Rights; Racial 

Equity Commission 

Richard Figueroa 

Deputy Cabinet Secretary / Senior 

Advisor for Health & Human Services 

Health and Human Services; Public Health; Social 

Services; Health Insurance; Early Childhood 

Development; Childcare; Veterans’ Affairs 

Brian Ferguson 

Deputy Cabinet Secretary / Senior 

Advisor for Emergency Management 

Emergency Preparedness and Management; 

Homeland Security; Military and the National Guard 

Christine Hironaka  

Deputy Cabinet Secretary / Senior 

Advisor for Energy 

Energy and Utility Policy; Utility Safety; Energy Efficiency 

Standards; Building Decarbonization; Energy Planning 

and Procurement; Reliability; Energy Transition; Clean 

Energy Technologies 

Hafsa Kaka 

Senior Advisor on Homelessness 

Homelessness 

Randi Michel 

Deputy Cabinet Secretary / Senior 

Advisor for Technology 

Technology; AI; Quantum; Privacy; Government 

Operations and Services; State Contracting; State 

Employee and Teacher Pensions; Revenue and 

Taxation; Elections and Fair Political Practices 

Commission 

Loretta Miranda 

Deputy Tribal Affairs Secretary and 

Special Counsel 

Tribal Affairs 

Dwight Payne  

Assistant Deputy Cabinet Secretary 

Consumer Services; Boards and Commissions; Financial 

Institutions; Alcohol, Cannabis; Horseracing; Gambling; 

Lottery 
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Michael Redding 

Deputy Cabinet Secretary / Senior 

Advisor for Public Safety and Criminal 

Justice 

Corrections; Department of Justice; Policing and Law 

Enforcement; Peace Officer Standards and Training; 

Juvenile Justice; Board of Parole Hearings; Board of 

State and Community Corrections; Penal Code 

Revision Committee; Reparations Task Force; Firearms; 

Victims Compensation Board 

Trey Reffett 

Deputy Cabinet Secretary/ Senior 

Advisor for Housing and 

Transportation 

Housing; Homelessness; Transportation; Infrastructure; 

High Speed Rail; Ports; DMV; Autonomous Vehicles 

Maricela Rodriguez  

Deputy Cabinet Secretary / Senior 

Advisor for Civic Engagement and 

Social Innovation 

Public Education and Community Engagement; Office 

of Community Partnerships & Strategic 

Communications; California Volunteers; Youth 

Empowerment Commission; Philanthropy; Public-

Private Partnerships 

Lauren Sanchez  

Deputy Cabinet Secretary / Senior 

Advisor for Climate 

Climate Mitigation, Adaptation and Resilience; Air 

Pollution; Conservation and Biodiversity  

Livia Shmavonian 

Deputy Cabinet Secretary / Senior 

Advisor for Workforce and Economic 

Development 

Labor and Workforce; Business & Economic 

Development; International Affairs; TK-12; Higher 

Education; Insurance 

Bianca Sievers  

Deputy Cabinet Secretary / Senior 

Advisory for Water 

 

Water Resilience; Drinking Water; Conveyance; 

Ground Water Management; Flood Protection; Water 

Conservation, Efficiency, Recycling and Storage; 

Habitat and Species Protection (water supply related) 

Christina Snider-Ashtari 

Tribal Affairs Secretary 

Tribal Affairs 

Michael Wiafe 

Assistant Deputy Cabinet Secretary 

TK-12; Higher Education 

Ian Ordonez  

Special Assistant to the Cabinet 

Secretary  

ian.ordonez@gov.ca.gov  

Assistant to Nani Coloretti  

 

Nisha Dharmaraj 

Cabinet Affairs Assistant 

nisha.dharmaraj@gov.ca.gov 

Assistant to Richard Figueroa, Trey Reffett, and 

Maricela Rodriguez 

Salma Pacheco  

Assistant to Federal Affairs  

Salma.Pacheco@gov.ca.gov 

Assistant to Jonathan Cousimano  

 

Michael Park 

Executive Assistant to Tribal Affairs  

michael.park@gov.ca.gov  

Assistant to Christina Snider and Loretta Miranda 
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