OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

0CT 11 2025

To the Members of the California State Assembly:
I am returning Assembly Bill 1200 without my signature.

This bill would require the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) to
biennially convene key personnel and agencies to participate in a tabletop
exercise and require Cal OES, in cooperation with California Volunteers, to
annually conduct community disaster preparedness training in vulnerable
regions of the state.

| appreciate the author's commitment o disaster readiness. However, this bill is
duplicative of existing preparedness measures already in place to enhance
disaster readiness. Cal OES already conducts targeted, multi-jurisdictional, and
fabletop exercises that are strategically aligned with existing plans and
capabilities. The exercises envisioned in this bill are overly broad and lack Clarity.,
As aresult, requiring these exercises would unintentionally undermine the
effectiveness of California’s current emergency preparedness efforts.
Additionally, this bill would result in new ongoing costs in the millions of dollars to

implement.

In partnership with the Legislature this year, my Administration has enacted a
balanced budget that recognizes the challenging fiscal landscape our state
faces while maintaining our commitment to working families and our most
vulnerable communities. With significant fiscal pressures and the federal
government’s hostile economic policies, it is vital we remain disciplined when

GOVERNOR GAVIN NEWSOM ¢ SACRAMENTO, CA 95814  (916) 445-2841
==



considering bills with significant fiscal implications that are not included in the
budget, such as this measure.

For these reasons, | cannot sign this bill.

Sincerely,




