OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

0CT 01 2025

To the Members of the California State Assembly:
| am returning Assembly Bill 699 without my signature.

This bill would allow a local elections official to include on the ballot label, for
certain local tax or bond measures, a statement directing voters to the county
voter information guide for required tax rate information in lieu of providing the
information directly on the ballot label.

While | appreciate the author's intent to provide locall agencies with the
flexibility to select an alternative tax rate disclosure option, | am concerned that
this bill, as drafted, will reduce transparency for local fax and bond measures.

For this reasan, | cannot sign this bill.
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