
EXECUTIVE DEPA RTMENT 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

EXECUTIVE ORDER N-35-25 

WHEREAS on March l, 2025, I proclaimed a state of emergency due to 

catastrophic wildfire risks created by accumulation of fuels in the State's forests 

and directed the suspension of certoin state laws that slow wildfire safety 

projects for projects that are initiated during the 2025 calendar year; and 

WHEREAS in that Proclamation, I also directed the Secretory for 

Environmental Protection and the Secretary of the Natural Resources Agency to 

make recommendations for increasing the pace and scale of beneficial fire in 

California; and 

WHEREAS California has taken additional extraordinary actions to protect 

residents from catastrophic wildfire in recent years, because effective 

management of public and private lands across our state is critical to limit 

dangerous wildfire conditions that threaten life and property; and 

WHEREAS wildfire is natural to California's landscapes, and past policies 

that attempted to eradicate wildfire from these landscapes resulted in 

unintended adverse consequences, including overly dense forests and 

conditions that exacerbate risks of small fires becoming large, dangerous fires; 

and 

WHEREAS beneficial fire includes practices known as "cultural fire," 

"cultural burning, "prescribed fire," "prescribed burning," "good fire," and 
11managed fire," which are practices that enable many types of landscapes to 

benefit from low-intensity fire to protect public safety and safeguard natural and 

cultural resources; and 

WHEREAS beneficial fire has a proven track record of restoring the health 

of California's fire-adapted landscapes, and of limiting the intensity and severity 

of subsequent wildfires, thereby reducing the risk of large, catastrophic wildfires; 

and 

WHEREAS California Native American tribes have utilized fire since time 

immemorial to manage lands for ecological and cultural objectives; and 

WHEREAS California's use of beneficial fire has expanded in recent years, 

and beneficial fire treatments doubled between 2021 and 2024 thanks to tribal, 

state, federal, local, and nonprofit partners; and 

WHEREAS the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has 

authority under the Statutory Exemption for Restoration Projects (SERP) in Public 

Resources Code section 21080.56 to expedite beneficial fire projects that restore 

habitat, provide ecological benefits, and satisfy the requirements for SERP; and 

WHEREAS in light of the critical forest conditions and risk of catastrophic 

fires that supported my proclamation of a state of emergency, and which 

continue to persist, it is critical that the State take more actions to further 

expedite and expand beneficial fire projects, where appropriate, to enable 

practitioners to more effectively implement safe and effective beneficial fire 

projects, particularly as we now enter beneficial fire season; and 

WHEREAS under the provisions of Government Code section 8571, I find 

that strict compliance with various statutes and regulations specified in this 
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