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To the Members of the California State Senate:

| am returning Senate Bill 613 without my signature.

This bill requires the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Air
Resources Board (CARB), and other stafe agencies to prioritize strategies to
reduce methane emissions, including from imported fossil natural gas. This bill
also authorizes state agencies to apply "measure, monitor, report, and verify”
(MMRV) protocols and directs the CPUC to assess whether shifting to certified
low-methane natural gas is consistent with the interests of ratepayers.

Fossil natural gas is primarily composed of methane gas, which is a short-lived
climate pollutant with a global warming potential more than 80 times greater
than carbon dioxide over a 20-year period. The pofency of this gas and ifs
climate impact have prompted numerous legislative and regulatory efforts over
the years fo quantify, identify, and minimize fugitive methane emissions from
fossil natural gas infrastructure and to deploy cost-effective leak abatement
investments and programs. Currently, our state imports up to 90 percent of its
fossil natural gas from out-of-state and relies on this energy source to fuel critical
industries and provide essential heating services to many Californians. This
demand is expected to decrease in the coming years as we move closer fo our
2045 carbon neutrality goal. During this period, we must not lose sight of the
state's immediate needs as we continue our collective efforts to transition fo
clean gaseous fuels and clean electricity.

While wellintended, this bill establishes new requirements that are unclear,
duplicative, and risk increasing costs for gas customers in the near term, and
could jeopardize fossil natural gas service reliability. | encourage the CPUC,
CARB, and other state agencies to continue existing efforts to further minimize
methane emissions from the fossil natural gas sector thoughtfully and
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pragmatically, while continuing to advance the production and use of clean
fuels and the clean electrification of many end-uses in the state.




