OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

0CT 13 2025

7o the Members of the California State Senate:

| am signing Senate Bill 720.

This bill would allow local governments to establish an alternative automated
traffic enforcement program that uses automated equipment fo detect
violations of traffic control signals, with violations issued fo the vehicle’s
registered owner and subject fo escalating civil penalties ranging from $100 for
a first offense to $500 for repeat offenses.

Preventing accidents and saving lives is a critical priority, and this measure
provides another tool to advance that goall. lts success, however, will depend
on thoughtful implementation at the local level and ongoing evaluation, with a
wilingness to make adjustments to guard against unintended conseguences.
Civil penalties alone may not always provide sufficient deterrence, particularly
for those able to easily absorb the cost. To be effective, the program must also
remain a safety-focused tool rather than drifting into a revenue-driven exercise.

As this program moves forward, continued vigilance will be essential to ensure it
fulfills its promise — safer streets, stfronger accountability, and genuine
deterrence of dgngerous driving behaviors.

Sincerely,

GOVERNOR GAVIN NEWSOM « SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 « (916) 445-2841
==



