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To the Members of the California State Senate:
| am returning Senate Bill 88 without my signature.

This bill would require the California Air Resources Roard to develop specified
methods and protocols to quantify the avoided emissions and beneficial uses of
forest and agricultural biomass. This bill also would direct the Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection to require forest health projects to include a
resource disposal component, and the California Energy Commission fo include
biomass-derived low- and negative-carbon fuels in certain reports.

Throughout my Administration, I have been supportive of advancing methods
and practices to sustainably address the growing amount of woody biomass
waste in the state, primarily due to the risk it presents of exacerbating
catastrophic wildfires. This is why my Administration, for years, has
recommended and acted on strategies to address this challenge and risk.

While | applaud the authors' desire to further this work, most of the requirements
in this bill are duplicative of existing efforts. At the same time, other provisions
would frigger new and substantial costs at each of the affected agencies not
accounted for in the 2025 Budget Act. In partnership with the Legislature this
year, my Administration has enacted a balanced budget that recognizes the
challenging fiscal landscape our state faces while maintaining our commitment
to working families and our most vulnerable communities. With significant fiscal
pressures and the federal government’s hostile economic policies, it is vital that
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we remain disciplined when considering bills with significant fiscal implications
that are not included in the budget, such as this measure.

For these reggons, | cginnot sign this bill.




