OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
December 11, 2025

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President,

When | was in Washington, D.C., last week meeting with Congressional leaders, |
was reminded of the weight of public service and the responsibility shared by all
of us in elected office. In moments of disaster, that responsibility has always
transcended party lines. Our duty is to respond to our constituents with
compassion, resolve, and unity of purpose. It is in that spirit that | write today.

California continues to recover from the devastating Los Angeles fires that tore
through our communities last January. More than 13,000 homes were destroyed,
and 31 lives were lost. Those losses remain deeply felt. As we approach the one-
year anniversary, it is essential that we honor our commitment to every survivor
who faced catastrophic damage to their businesses, homes, schools, and
places of worship.

Last February, the State of California submitted a supplemental disaster funding
request for your Administration’s review. This request deserves to be transmitted
to Congress and evaluated on its merits. It is not a matter of politics but of
principle — ensuring that American families who lost everything are not left on
hold.

The people of California are grateful for the $5.7 billion in FEMA aid that has
helped Los Angeles to clear debris and support businesses. There is much more
to be done. Our request is to fund your federal agencies to rebuild roads,
schools and water systems, develop housing, and reopen small businesses.
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Every member of California’s Congressional delegation — Republican and
Democrat alike — has expressed support for disaster aid. Congressional leaders
from both parties have stated that they stand ready to take up this bill once
your proposal reaches them. They understand that this is about meeting basic
federal responsibilities, not advancing political aims.

Mr. President, when you and | met in 2018 at the Camp Fire in Paradise, we saw
firsthand the devastation that disasters bring and the urgency of coordinated
response. Seven years later, as we met on the tarmac in Los Angeles, the lessons
are the same: recovery requires partnership, commitment, and follow-through.

We may trade our share of political jabs, but in moments of disaster and
recovery, American families expect us fo work fogether. They deserve
cooperation. My hand remains open, as it always has.

Transmitting this disaster funding request will ensure that federal agencies, locall
governments, and fire survivors can continue rebuilding without delay. It will also
demonstrate that our institutions can work together when it matters most.

Acting on thigllequest would be an essential step toward that goal.

ib for the survivors, a

Enclosure: Supplemental Appropriation Request

cc: Honorable Susan Wiles, Chief of Staff
Members, California Congressional Delegation
Honorable Susan Collins, Chair, Senate Appropriations Committee
Honorable Tom Cole, Chairman, House Appropriations Committee



