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To the Members of the Senate and Assembly of the State of California: 

In accordance with article V, section 8, subdivision (a) of the California Constitution, 
Penal Code section 4807, and Government Code section 12017, I submit to you a 

report on the clemency grants I issued in 2025. I pardoned 59 people, granted 
commutations of sentences to 19 people, and granted reprieves to one person. 

This report includes the pardon, commutation, and reprieve certificates, and the 
application forms submitted for each. 

My constitutional authority to grant clemency in criminal cases in the form of pardons, 
commutations of sentence, and reprieves is critical part of California's criminal justice 
system that can promote accountability, rehabilitation, public safety, and make jails 

and prisons safer. 

The report may be found at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency, or, for a printed copy, 
contact the Governor's Office at 1-916-445-2841. Crime victims and survivors who 

would like information about parole and clemency, restitution, and referral and support 
services may call 1-877-256-6877, email victimservices@cdcr.ca.gov, or visit 
www.cdcr.ca.gov/victim-services. Californians who would like information about how 
to apply for clemency can visit www.gov.ca.gov/clemency. 

I look forward to our continued partnership in ensuring a fair criminal justice system for 
all Californians. 

GOVERNOR GAVIN NEWSOM• SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 • (916) 445-2841 
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Memorandum in Support of Application for a Pardon
Sithy Bin

Introduction

Sithy Bin has lived in the United States for nearly his entire life and is a lawful permanent 
resident. He is a father to two U.S. citizen daughters,  and , and a 
grandfather to two young children, . Sithy is a pastor, a caseworker for Friends 
Outside LA, and co-founder of a non-profit dedicated to helping people going through reentry. 
Sithy faces deportation to Cambodia, a country he has never set foot in, because of a crime he 
committed over 15 years ago, despite a remarkable transformation both in prison and in the free 
world. Only a gubernatorial pardon can spare Sithy exile from his family, church, and 
community.

Sithy’s parents fled the Pol Pot regime in Cambodia and Sithy was born in a Thai 
refugee camp; the family immigrated to the U.S. when Sithy was just a toddler. Sithy’s childhood 
was difficult, as his family struggled with poverty and his parents dealt with the lingering effects 
of severe trauma. Sithy’s parents frequently left Sithy alone and often expressed anger with 
violence. He also faced severe bullying at school. Throughout his childhood, Sithy felt unloved 
and unsafe. When he was just 13, Sithy got jumped into the  gang. 
The gang provided Sithy with the sense of safety and belonging that he did not find at home. 
But the gang also encouraged Sithy to act out in order to develop a reputation for hardness; 
Sithy learned to care only for what his fellow gang members thought. Sithy also struggled with 
addiction to alcohol.

On September 2, 2005, Sithy Bin made a terrible decision that would forever alter his 
life. He went with several fellow gang members to a rival gang member’s house and, once 
there, fired his gun at the house. Sithy hit and injured a woman with no gang ties,  
Khat. Sithy was flooded with remorse, but it was too late, and he was convicted of discharging a 
weapon at an inhabited dwelling (P.C. sec. 246), assault with a deadly weapon (P.C. sec.
245(b)), and of participation in a criminal street gang (P.C. sec. 186.22); he also received 
sentence enhancements. In all, Sithy faced 40 years to life in prison.

Even with such a long sentence, Sithy did not give up. He found God, an experience 
which profoundly transformed his life. Sithy became an ordained minister and undertook every 
rehabilitative program available to him. He rebuilt his relationships with his family. In 2019, 
following the passage of a sentencing reform law, Sithy was resentenced and one of his 
sentences was struck entirely, making him eligible for parole. Following a parole hearing, Sithy 
was to be released – but instead was arrested by ICE and transferred to ICE detention.

Sithy did not believe he had any avenues of relief and accepted a deportation order, but 
remained detained until the ACLU brought a lawsuit seeking the release of people because of 
the danger the COVID-19 pandemic posed to them. Once free, Sithy immediately connected
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with his family, found a faith community, restarted his education, and was soon employed as a 
caseworker for Friends Outside LA. Sithy has dedicated his life to service to others, especially to 
those going through reentry. Sithy is intent on sharing his wisdom so that others do not make 
the same mistakes he did. Sithy has utterly transformed himself, becoming a person who 
amazes everyone in his life with his positivity, energy, love, and motivation. The Board of Parole 
Hearings too has recognized Sithy’s achievements, discharging him from parole early.

Despite doing everything possible to rehabilitate and to rebuild his life and succeeding 
wildly, Sithy still faces exile. Justice in Sithy’s case requires an extraordinary measure – a full 
pardon – to ensure that all the people who love and rely on Sithy are not deprived of his 
presence in their lives, and to ensure that Sithy can continue to live out his purpose here in 
California, his home.

A Governor’s Pardon Is the Only Way to Spare Sithy Deportation, an Imminent Risk.

Sithy is a lawful permanent resident of the United States and has been for approximately 
37 years. Ex. C., Copy of Green Card and I-94, at p. 21. However, on May 28th, 2020, he was 
ordered deported to Cambodia because of a criminal conviction he committed over 15 years 
ago.1 Id., DHS ICE Order of Supervision at p. 25. The conviction is categorized as an
“aggravated felony.”2 Under current immigration law, people who have convictions determined to 
be “aggravated felonies” are subject to mandatory detention and mandatory deportation.3 

According to his charging document, see Ex. C, Notice to Appear at p. 22-24,  ICE is pursuing 
Sithy’s deportation to Cambodia because of the conviction that he received in 2008. Id. In 
addition to forcing Sithy into deportation proceedings, an aggravated felony also statutorily 
barred Sithy from applying for relief such as asylum, withholding of removal, and cancellation of 
removal. At the time of his removal proceeding, Sithy felt he had no options because of his 
conviction and took his removal order alone, without a chance to discuss his options with a 
lawyer.

However, a gubernatorial pardon will give Sithy the opportunity to remain in the United 
States, his home since he was a child. A gubernatorial pardon is Sithy’s only chance to reopen 
his immigration case and regain his status as a lawful permanent resident. Specifically, a pardon 
would waive entirely the aggravated felony ground for deportation, allowing him to move to 
terminate proceedings and retain his lawful permanent resident status.4 He would then be 
eligible to become a United States citizen.

Sithy’s deportation is imminent no matter who is president. Sithy has a final order
of removal, which means that he is at risk of detention and deportation at any moment should

4 INA §237(a)(vi), 8 U.S.C. § 1227(a)(2)(vi).
3 INA § 237(a)(ii).

2 See INA § 237(a)(2)(A)(iii), 8 U.S.C. section 1227(a)(2)(A)(iii)(“Any alien who is convicted of an
aggravated felony at any time after admission is deportable.”) Aggravated felonies include crimes of
violence, theft, burglary, counterfeiting, and forgery if the sentence (served or suspended) is 365 days or
greater. INA § 101(a)(43), 8 U.S.C. § 1101(a)(43).

1 Sithy committed the crime on September 2, 2005, but was convicted on August 28, 2008.

Memorandum in Support of Pardon Application, Sithy Bin 2
21 - Executive Report on Clemency 2025



ICE determine to make Sithy a priority for removal. Increasing his risk, ICE will soon begin to
target Cambodians specifically for deportation, and Cambodians like Sithy, who already have
final orders of removal, are especially at risk. See Ex. C, Email from Anoop Prasad and ICE
Alert Graphic at p. 29. The ground of Sithy’s deportation is statutory, which requires an act of
Congress to change. Sithy was unrepresented and detained at the moment he received his
removal order. He did not have an opportunity to pursue an appeal without an attorney.
Therefore, he does not have any more avenues to address his case in the immigration court
system and is wholly dependent on having his conviction pardoned.

Sithy’s Early Life Left him with Unresolved Trauma and with Few Coping Skills.

Sithy was born in a refugee camp in Thailand and arrived in the United States while still
a toddler. Ex. A, Voluntary Statement of Sithy Bin, p. 2. His parents fled the extreme brutality of
the Pol Pot regime in Cambodia and had few resources when they began their life in Modesto,
California. Id. at p. 1-2. Sithy recalls his family always living on the knife’s edge of poverty, with
his parents gathering recyclables to sell to make ends meet. Id. As the oldest, Sithy was often
left at home alone while his parents worked; they brought the younger children with them
because Sithy was still too young to care for them. Id. In truth, he was also too young to care for
himself, and Sithy felt abandoned and alone from a young age. Id.

Still suffering from trauma themselves, and dealing with the stress of constant financial
precarity, Sithy’s parents often took out their anger, frustration, and pain on their children. Id. at
1. Sithy’s father was an alcoholic, verbally abusive, and Sithy and his siblings feared his rageful
outbursts. Id. Additionally, both parents used corporal punishment, hitting their children when the
children disobeyed. Id. Sithy recalls being hit with extension cords and belts. Id. Thus, as a
child, Sithy learned that violence was normal and that home was not a safe place. Id. Sithy also
faced cruel bullying in school. Id. at p. 2. His classmates made fun of his English and called him
names like “Shitty Garbage Bin.” Id. Sithy had no outlet for his feelings of anger, fear, and lack
of self worth. Id. He was taught that only women express their feelings, while boys must “man
up” in order to get respect and to protect themselves from violence and harassment. Id.

With mental health services inaccessible and stigmatized among the Asian immigrant
community, Sithy turned to gangs. Id. Gangs were a “part of life in Modesto,” and Sithy saw
them as powerful groups who took care of their members and who got respect. Id. In sharp
contrast to his home life, Sithy, still an impressionable and hurting child, saw gangs as a way to
feel a sense of belonging and protection. Id. When Sithy was twelve years old, a local Asian
gang recruited two of his friends, but insulted and rejected Sithy. Id. This rejection was so painful
for Sithy--who already felt unloved by the most important people in his life--that he felt suicidal.
Id. Sithy lost sight of other dreams and became determined to prove his worth, whatever the
cost. Id. He worked to develop a reputation for toughness. A year later, when Sithy was still just
thirteen, he got jumped into Cambodians With Attitude. Id.

Sithy Led a “Double Life” in Response to his Unaddressed Trauma.

Sithy graduated from high school and enrolled in Humphreys College; he also became a
father to two daughters, who were born when Sithy was 18 and 22 years old. Id. at p. 3. Sithy
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went from seeking parental figures in the gang to being a parent himself; he did not have the 
tools to be an adult, let alone a father. See id. He felt overwhelmed, even though he loved his 
daughters. Id. Sithy still did not have access to any mental health resources to help him manage 
his emotions and his early responsibility. Id. at 1. Even if they had been available, Sithy had 
learned cultural norms that stigmatized therapy and asking for help as signs of weakness. Id. 
Sithy continued to seek his sense of safety and strength from his gang affiliation. See id. at p. 3. 
Sithy both worked full time and was a student full time; but unbeknownst to his professors and 
fellow students, Sithy was also a full-fledged gang member. Id.

Being in the gang let Sithy put on a “mask” and hide his unaddressed and unhealed 
feelings of abandonment and worthlessness. Id. at p. 2. As Sithy puts it, his “desire for the 
approval of others was insatiable.” Id. at p. 1. He got those feelings of affirmation, belonging, 
and confidence from the gang. Id. at p. 2. Sithy oriented his life to upholding his gang reputation, 
on which he staked his entire sense of self. Id. At the same time, Sithy numbed the pain that still 
haunted him with alcohol. Id. Sithy now places both his use of alcohol and his participation in 
the gang in the framework of addiction. Id. Sithy needed both in order to keep up his protective 
front and not succumb to his dark and frightening emotions. Id. And Sithy now realizes that both 
alcohol and gang life were the wrong place to turn for comfort, causing more harm instead of 
healing. Id. In order to maintain his double life, Sithy relied on a “mask.” Id. But keeping people 
out using his “mask” also prevented him from achieving the kind of human connection that could 
have helped him overcome his childhood traumas.

One night, Sithy’s double life “overlapped.” Id. at p. 3. He and his college roommate 
decided to attend a party uninvited. Id. Rival gang members who happened to be at the party 
brutally assaulted Sithy, beating him unconscious and stabbing him 19 times with a Phillips head 
screwdriver. Id. Sithy was hospitalized as a result of the attack. Id. At first, the assault felt like a 
wake up call that Sithy should leave gang life behind and focus on his daughters. Id. But Sithy 
“relapsed,” as feelings of shame and humiliation overwhelmed him, in turn bringing back old 
feelings of rejection and vulnerability. Id. Sithy turned again to his protective mask of gang life 
and became consumed with thoughts of revenge. Id. Sithy legally purchased a handgun, which 
he claimed was for self defense even as the anger grew uncontrollably within him. Id.

The Crime

On September 2nd, 2005, when he was 24 years old, Sithy made the mistake that would 
alter the entire course of his life. Id. Hungry to get his reputation back, and still filled with 
unresolved anger, Sithy agreed to go with some friends to a rival gang member’s house with 
whom a member of Sithy’s gang had a conflict over an ex-girlfriend. Id. Sithy and his friends had 
been drinking. Id. Chaos ensued once they arrived, with people fighting and firing weapons. 
Sithy fired his gun at the house. Id.

, a 39-year-old woman who had nothing to do with the gang, was hit and 
injured. Id. When Sithy learned of what he had done, he felt a terrible sickness rise up in him, 
like he would have felt if he had mistakenly killed his own mother. Id. Sithy’s remorse came too 
late. Sithy was prosecuted for assault with a deadly weapon and discharging a weapon at an 
inhabited dwelling. With gang and gun enhancements, Sithy was sentenced to two life
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sentences, and faced at least 40 years in prison. Ex. B, California Department of Justice 
Criminal History Record at p. 10-11.

Sithy Gained Perspective and Coping Skills in Prison.

Many people who face life in prison and sentences as long as Sithy’s give up on 
changing their lives. But from the beginning, Sithy was determined to make amends for the 
harm he had caused, and refused to give up on himself. Soon after arriving in prison, Sithy 
found a Bible and a Christian prayer booklet that said that people may pretend to be tough in 
the streets, but once they are hiding from gunfire, every person prays to God. Id. at p. 3-4. That 
resonated with Sithy, and he became more and more interested in the Christian faith. Id. at p. 4. 
Sithy began to attend church services and Bible study groups. Id. After a few years, Sithy 
became eligible to transfer to a lower security prison with more programming. He took 
advantage of every program available to him, and sought ways to give back to others, for 
example participating in Relay for Life. See Ex. B, Post-Conviction Report, at p. 18.

In 2013, Sithy was transferred to the California Men’s Colony East State Prison. He 
enrolled in The Urban Ministry Institute (TUMI), which provides a college-level curriculum on 
biblical studies and theology and prepares its students to become servant-leaders in their 
communities. Id.; Ex. A at p. 4. Sithy fully committed himself to a life of service, as a means of 
making amends and as a means of overcoming the trauma in his past that had led him to 
commit the crime that sent him to prison. See Ex. A at p. 4-5. Sithy came to understand that in 
serving others and helping them gain insight into their choices, he would also continue to learn 
and grow; likewise, his mistakes could serve an instructive purpose. Id. Sithy was fully ordained 
as a minister by the International Missionary Center USA in 2014. Ex. E, International Mission 
Center, USA, Certificate of Ordination for the Ministry of Gospel of Jesus Christ at p. 37-39.

Sithy worked on himself in other contexts, too, taking multiple self-improvement classes 
and participating in multiple religious, and rehabilitative programs, including Criminals and Gang-
members Anonymous (CGA). Ex. E at p. 16-17. A full list of the programs Sithy participated in 
and accompanying certificates can be found at Exhibit E. Besides CGA, Sithy found three 
programs particularly meaningful: Defy Ventures, Guiding Rage Into Power (GRIP), and the 
Youth Adult Awareness Program. Ex. A at p. 4. Defy Ventures gave Sithy the opportunity to 
spend 12-15 hours a week for six months training with faculty at Harvard and Stanford Business 
schools; he completed their rigorous reentry program, CEO of Your New Life, and received a 
Certificate of Career Readiness from Baylor University’s Hankamer School of Business. Ex. E at 
p. 41-43. Sithy had to apply for a place in the selective GRIP program, a year-long intensive 
training that engenders empathy and insight in its participants. Ex. A at p 4. The GRIP program 
also brought Sithy into contact with the organization Moms with a Message, a group of mothers 
who have lost children to gun and gang violence. Ex. E at p. 45; Ex. A at p. 4. Hearing the 
women’s pain and seeing their suffering intensified Sithy’s remorse even further, as well as his 
drive to help his community. Id. Sithy eventually became a co-facilitator and a co-mentor for both 
Defy Ventures and GRIP. See Ex. E at p. 15-18. Finally, the Youth Adult Awareness Program 
(YAAP) gave Sithy the chance to mentor at-risk youth and help them gain wisdom from Sithy’s 
experiences. Id.
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Sithy also held multiple positions working within the prisons in which he was
incarcerated, including being selected to be the clerk for the Protestant chaplain, and received
commendations in all of them. Id. In total, Sithy had 25 “laudatory chronos,” a term applied to
accomplishments within programming and praise from prison personnel. Sithy never had a
single disciplinary issue. See id.

During this time, Sithy also re-built his relationship with his family. Ex. A at p. 4-6. From
the beginning, Sithy wrote consistently to both of his daughters, 

, but it took time for his daughters to forgive him and reconnect. Id. at p. 4. Once they did,
Sithy made sure to impart all that he had learned and to be present for his daughters through
the various challenges they faced, providing empathy and guidance. Id. at p. 4-6; Ex. G, Letters
from  and  at p. 62-66. Sithy likewise regained contact with his
younger brother, , and became a positive force in his life as well. Ex. G, Letter from

 at p. 68-69. Sithy’s family loved the change in Sithy and appreciated how helpful he
was in their lives even while still incarcerated. Id. at p. 62-69.

Sithy Was Resentenced Based on his Extraordinary Achievements in Prison.

Following the passage of the AB 1812, the PC1170(d)(1), in 2018, Sithy became eligible
for resentencing, based on the disproportionality of his sentence, which had two enhancements.
Ex. B, California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, Letter Recommending
Re-sentencing at p. 12. The judge who originally sentenced Sithy presided at the hearing. Ex. A
at p. 5. He was so impressed by Sithy’s progress that he struck one of the sentences entirely,
leaving Sithy with one 15-year to life sentence, and making him immediately eligible for parole.
Id. Sithy was quickly approved for parole and believed that he was going home. Id.

However, rather than return to his family, Sithy was detained by ICE. Id.; Ex. C, Notice to
Appear at p. 22-24. Sithy was devastated. He was unrepresented in detention and did not know
whether or not he had any immigration relief or whether he would spend his life in detention,
again, indefinitely. Ex. A at p. 5. He felt hopeless and resigned to his deportation when, on June
4, 2020, he was suddenly released from ICE detention pursuant to a court order requiring ICE to
reduce detention populations to prevent the spread of COVID. See id. While Sithy is no longer
detained, his removal order is final and his deportation is imminent. See Ex. C, Order of
Supervision at p. 25-28.

Sithy’s Post-Release Life Shows his Dedication to Service.

Following his release from detention, Sithy still believed that he was doomed to
deportation to Cambodia. But, rather than despair, Sithy decided to serve his community as
much as he was able in whatever time remained to him here in California. See Ex. A at p. 5-6.
Sithy joined Renew Church LA, and became extremely active in his congregation. Id.; Ex. I,
Letters of Support from Faith Community at p. 73-79; Ex. J, Letters of Support from Friends at p.
81-87, 89-90. Since Sithy was released from ICE detention, he has re-enrolled in college, and is
now working towards his BA degree at Pacific Oaks College. Ex. A at p. 5. Sithy has also
earned a TEFL-TESOL (Teaching English as a Foreign Language - Teaching English to
Speakers of Other Languages) and Cognitive Behavioral Therapy certifications, and undertook
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a fellowship program with the Long Beach Immigrant Rights Coalition (LBIRC). See generally
Ex. F. Sithy is part of the Ten Toes In Mentorship Support Group, Give a Beat music program,
and Defy Ventures entrepreneurship/leadership training. See Ex. K at p. 101-109.

Sithy is currently employed as a Case Manager at Friends Outside Los Angeles County.
Ex. H, Employer Letter of Support. Sithy co-founded the Made New Foundation, a non-profit
that serves people going through reentry in partnership with numerous other organizations. See
Ex. A at p. 5. Sithy has leased an apartment in Long Beach and continues to be active in his
church, LBIRC, and other community groups. Id.; see generally Ex. K, Letters of Support from
Organizations.

Sithy has made such strides that he was released from parole on October 27, 2021
unusually early, at least a year before is typical. Sithy would be a completely free person if not
for the deportation order hanging over his head. Ex. B, Board of Parole Hearings Notice of
Discharge of Parole at p. 19-20. Sithy has proven his rehabilitation, but will face the devastating
punishment of exile unless he receives a full pardon.

Sithy’s Family and Community Need Him.

Sithy’s deportation to Cambodia would not only punish Sithy, but would also punish
Sithy’s family and large community. Sithy is father to  and ,
grandfather to , and brother to r and . Sithy rebuilt his
relationship with his family even during his time in prison. By the time he was released, his
oldest daughter,  did not think twice about driving all day to help Sithy make it to his
transitional housing in LA, even though the pandemic was raging and it was her husband’s
birthday. Ex. G, Letter from  at p. 65. Having her father present in her children’s
lives and in her own fulfills  longest-held desire; she has oriented her life to be ready
to reunite with Sithy and give him whatever support he needs to remain with his family. Id. at p.
66. As she puts it, “[i]f my father were not allowed to remain in the United States many
Believers, friends, and family members would be devastated. My father’s deportation would not
be Justice for his community.” Id. at p. 65.

Likewise, Sithy is his youngest daughter ’s “support person and…best friend.”
Ex. G, Letter from  at p. 62.  is still very young, only 18, but she has
already faced many challenges, Id. Sithy
provides a crucial lifeline for her, as he maintains daily communication with ;

. She is now close to graduating from adult high school and
getting her driver’s license. Id. Sithy “could help change [her] life because he had
already changed his. [Sithy] is not the same person he was when he got locked up.” Sithy
shares his hard-won wisdom with his daughter. Id.

Sithy’s younger brother has also seen the transformation in Sithy, and also relies
on Sithy for support. Sithy has always protected , and “is still a great big brother” to him.
Ex. G, Letter from  at p. 68. Siththar writes: “We all need Sithy to stay home with us
and be part of our lives. I really need my brother. I love Sithy. No one can replace a brother.” Id.
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at p. 69. Sithy’s family members all describe Sithy’s positivity and his empathy;  
describes how Sithy “heals” people. Ex. G, Letter from  at p. 65. Sithy has 
turned the wreckage of his prior life into wisdom for his family; all of them have been inspired by 
his transformation and all of them value his guidance and love. All of them would be devastated 
to lose him.

Sithy also plays a key role in his faith community and among his colleagues in the 
reentry field. Sithy is a congregation member at Renew Church LA; he also leads a home bible 
study group and “volunteers for everything,” from providing assistance with technology to clean 
up to mentoring new members. See generally Ex. I at p. 73-79. Other members of his 
congregation attest that they would not have continued with the church absent Sithy, who is a 
living testament to the church’s central philosophy: that people can transform, redeeming 
themselves and beginning anew. Id. Sithy embodies the metaphor “pillar of the community” –
not only is he supporting his friends and fellow congregants in their faith journeys, but he literally 
makes possible some of the church’s programming. Id.

Sithy has also continued to participate in reentry programs and to undertake advocacy 
on behalf of immigrants and other people who were recently released from prison. Sithy bravely 
uses his own experiences with incarceration, detention, and his own imminent threat of 
deportation to advocate for better policies through his work with LBIRC and other community 
organizations. See, e.g., Ex. K, Letter of Gaby Hernandez at p. 114.  Sithy’s mentors from Ten 
Toes In, Give a Beat, and Defy Ventures all attest to Sithy’s ongoing determination to
self-improvement and to supporting others who are pursuing similar goals. See Ex. K at p. 
101-109. They describe Sithy’s warmth, energy, and positive attitude as valuable contributions 
to any space he joins. Id.

Sithy’s family and community need him and his deportation would irreparably harm them. 
Sithy plays a vital role in working with people handling reentry and is already deeply civically 
engaged. Sithy has more than earned a pardon. Moreover, a pardon is not only in his interest, 
but also in the interest of the State of California, which should not lose Sithy and all he offers to 
the injustice of deportation to a country he’s never known.

Respectfully submitted,

Caitlin Bellis Lisa Okamoto
Attorneys for Sithy Bin

February 14, 2022

Memorandum in Support of Pardon Application, Sithy Bin 8
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Voluntary Statement of Pardon Applicant Sithy Bin in Response to Questionnaire

February 11, 2022

Dear Governor Newsom,

I am writing this to respectfully ask that you grant me a pardon in order to prevent my deportation to 
Cambodia, a country I have never known. This statement also answers the questions on the pardon 
application form, apart from Question 2, (Describe how a pardon may impact your life), which is 
more fully addressed in the Memorandum that accompanies my application.

Describe the Circumstances of Your Crime (Question 1)

I will forever regret the day that I shot and injured . I am ashamed of the person I 
was when I committed that crime and I will work every day of my life to make amends. Today I live 
accountable to God, making every effort to honor my victims, love and esteem others above myself, 
respect the rights of others, be of service to our community, and to surround myself with positive 
people.

At the time of the crime that sent me to prison and made me deportable, I was a gang member who 
upheld and lived by gang values. My heart was cold, arrogant, and self-centered. I would impulsively 
react and retaliate to any perceived insult. I had an immature attitude of doing things my way or no 
way at all. I held this view at the expense of everyone’s well being even at the expense of my own 
family. My desire for the approval of others was insatiable, so much so that I was living a double life 
in my early adulthood. I had attended Humphreys College campus and was viewed as an 
upstanding student, while outside of school I was an active gang member.

During my time in prison, I reflected on how I got to be that selfish person; I knew it was important to 
understand so that I could change myself. I realized that in my childhood, I struggled with core 
issues like abandonment, anger, resentment, and self-worth. I had these issues primarily because 
my parents were largely absent and because I was bullied in school. In addition, there was no help 
available to struggling teens in Modesto in the ‘90s and early 2000’s, no counseling, or mental health 
support services to help me with these overwhelming feelings. Even if there had been, it was 
frowned upon in the Cambodian culture to seek help for mental health, because it showed that 
something was wrong with that person.

Growing up, my family struggled to make ends meet. We depended on welfare aid and SSI
(Social Security Income), plus my parents would both go to the parks collecting recyclables like 
aluminum cans, plastics, and glass bottles. At times, they would leave in the morning and not return 
until sundown. They would take my brother and sister with them when they were still too young to be 
left with me, so I would often be alone. My alcoholic father was verbally abusive, and both he and my 
mother would physically discipline me, hitting me when they were angry at me, sometimes with belts 
and extension cords. This led me to believe violence was normal. 
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At school, in 5th and 6th grades, the other kids made fun of me for being different. I did not speak 
English well, my family was poor and I had lice. The kids at school ridiculed me and turned my name, 
Sithy Bin (first name pronounced as “city”), into an insult.  They called me “New York City Garbage 
Bin” or “New York sh**ty Garbage Bin”. The constant humiliation and anger led me to develop 
feelings of bitterness, and poor self-worth. I did not have anyone to talk to and I did not know how to 
express my anguish. Instead, I was taught to “man up!” and that only women expressed their 
feelings.

My family originates from the war-torn country of Cambodia and I was born in a refugee camp, 
coming to the U.S. as a toddler. I cannot even begin to imagine what horrible trauma my parents 
suffered or witnessed during that time. Therefore, I could not expect perfect parenting from them, 
and now understand they loved us, me and my siblings. At the time, I did not feel loved. I felt alone.

At the age of twelve, a local Asian gang was recruiting. Two of my friends qualified to join the gang 
while I was rejected. This particular rejection was painful because I had already been feeling rejected 
at home by my parents, while at school I still suffered daily bullying. The pain became so unbearable 
that I contemplated killing myself. Gangs were a regular part of life in Modesto. In the Cambodian 
community, the gangs were respected and I had looked up to them, the gang members. I was so 
sure that one day I would be part of their gang because of the common thread we shared 
considering our background and culture. I knew that I had to make myself hard, like the gang 
members, to join them and get respect, safety, and control over my life. Joining a gang was the only 
way I knew how to stop feeling scared and alone. Thus, the seed of indifference was planted in my 
heart. I put on a mask, a don't care attitude to cover my feelings of being unloved and unaccepted. I 
began to disobey my parents and authority figures and began to hang out with people who were 
committing crimes and to also engage in criminal behavior.

By the time I was in 7th grade, I could no longer tolerate any form of disrespect from anyone. At the 
slightest provocation, I would react violently. At school, I fought someone for provoking me. Respect 
and praise followed, and I enjoyed this approval. The approval encouraged me to resort to violence, 
and I caught the eye of a different local gang.

At the age of 13, I got jumped in the  street gang. The gang reinforced for 
me that I could gain approval and acceptance by using violence. I was insecure and their approval 
stoked my ego and gave me confidence, though I now know it was a false kind of confidence. Once I 
joined the gang I also obtained a false sense of identity, family, status, belonging, strength, safety, 
and worth. I now had a street image and reputation to uphold, and I tried to show that I was tough to 
hide my inadequacy. I was a coward inside. I led a criminal lifestyle into adulthood, and this bad seed 
would inevitably bear its fruit.

My priorities now consisted of street image and getting other gang members’ approval. I knew no 
boundaries so long as I looked cool or fit in with my gang. In part, because older gang members 
disapproved of it, I did not get into drugs. Alcohol, however, made a significant mark upon my life to 
where today I am a recovering alcoholic.

At the age of 17, I was in a relationship and became a young father to my daughter,  
. My girlfriend already had a one-year-old baby daughter, whom I helped raise. So at the age
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of 18, I was already a father of two and had a huge responsibility. I felt a lot of pressure, but did not 
have the tools to be a father. Three years later, I was in another relationship with a separate woman 
who became pregnant with my youngest daughter,  With children depending on me, I 
had to learn to make ends meet. I attended Humphreys College and in addition to being a full-time 
student, I was working full time while also raising my kids. I loved my children very much, but did not 
yet know how to be a father to them.

One night my double life – student and gang member – overlapped. My roommate from Humphreys 
College and I decided to show up at a party uninvited, where multiple people from another gang 
physically assaulted me, stabbing me nineteen times with a Phillips-head screwdriver, and left me 
unconscious from the beating. I was hospitalized for days to recover. Initially, during my recovery, I 
felt a sense of humility and thought that I should set my priorities straight and be a father to my 
daughters. But, I didn’t have the emotional maturity or the tools and support to make that resolution 
stick and I relapsed. Three months later, I was overwhelmed by growing humiliation, and a desire to 
redeem my self-image and street reputation through retaliation. I bought a handgun legally with the 
pretense of self-defense.

Instead, I committed the crime that sent me to prison: I fired at the house of a rival gang member, 
believing that would get me my reputation back after I had been publicly beaten and stabbed. On 
that day, September 2, 2005, I was hanging out and drinking with some of my friends from the gang 
when one of them started talking about his conflict with a member of a different gang over an ex-
girlfriend. We got riled up and decided to drive over to his house. Once we were there, things got 
crazy quickly, with people fighting and firing guns. I felt fueled by the alcohol and my need to get my 
reputation back. I did not care that I would harm someone else to achieve this. I also shot my gun, 
and I shot it at the house. I did not end up hitting a rival gang member, but instead someone totally 
unconnected to gang life: a 39-year-old woman named , my victim. I thank God she 
lived, but I know she could have died. I felt a terrible sickness in my heart once I discovered I had 
shot  because I realized she could have been my very own mother. This feeling of 
extreme remorse made it easy for me to reject all gang ties. My eyes were opened to the lies and 
faulty gang belief system.

Describe Your Life Since Your Conviction (Question 3)

Once incarcerated, I experienced a spiritual conversion and growth. I used to be a Buddhist in my 
spiritual belief and had spent a summer in my teenage years in the Cambodian temple learning 
about the basic principles. After three months in the county jail for my crime, I came across a 
Christian prayer book. The author resonated with me when he spoke about how the people who 
don’t believe in God or don’t talk to God would start immediately praying to God when a dire 
situation arises. He wrote about how lawbreakers, when running away from the police, jumping a 
fence, hiding in a bush, or climbing up a tree would start praying, saying, “Please, God, do not let 
me get caught! I’ll be a better person! I’ll be a better son to my mother, I’ll be a better father to my 
children.” After reading that, I was like, “Wow! That’s me and the homies!” Afterward, the prayer 
book closes out with a story in the Bible about Jesus Christ appearing to one of his disciples who 
doubted Jesus' resurrection from the dead. 

30 - Executive Report on Clemency 2025



Jesus appeared to the doubting disciple, Thomas, who immediately believed after seeing Jesus, 
and said, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed.” Reading this section made me reflect on the power of faith and what it 
would mean to have Jesus’s love and blessing.

During my time in the county jail, I was sad, miserable, and suffering depression. I lost 50 pounds 
in three months. I barely ate anything and grew a stress spot on my head. The depression came 
about due to one of the Buddhist teachings on karma, which I believed. Karma in short is 
whatever goes around comes around. No second chances, you get what you put out. Even if 
someone was falsely accused and faced a lengthy prison sentence, the reasoning was that the 
person had committed a horrible sin in his past life and was now currently facing the 
consequences of it. I was facing life sentences in prison and I wanted another chance. A second 
chance and forgiveness.

After finishing that Christian prayer book, I decided to convert and accepted Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior. From there, I signed up for multiple Bible Study correspondence courses. I was 
excited and wanted to learn more about my newfound faith. I then attended TUMI, The Urban 
Ministry Institute, a college-level seminary offered in the prison. At this point, I became heavily 
involved in the Protestant community. I came across some amazing human beings, one of them 
was Joseph Davidson, who was also my Bible teacher. Mr. Davidson became a good friend and 
mentor me even to today. I learned through my newfound faith that all human beings were 
created in God’s image and therefore everyone is full of worth and value regardless of their 
background, color or creed. I started to love other people as God has loved me and demonstrated 
that love by giving back in the prison community through facilitating and leading workshops and 
groups. I got deeply involved with the intensive Defy Ventures and the Youth Adult Awareness 
Programs, which gave me tools to take control of my life and to share the wisdom of my mistakes.

I also apologized to my family, and especially my daughters, for the harm my actions had caused 
them. I kept writing, even when they were angry and did not respond to my letters. Eventually, 
both forgave me and, as my relationship with Jesus Christ grew, so did my relationship with my 
daughters. I learned how to love myself; I learned how to love others; I learned how to love and 
parent my kids. Nothing can give them back the time they should have had with me by their side, 
but I feel blessed that our bonds endured.

In 2017, I was accepted into the GRIP (Guiding Rage Into Power) program. It is a year-long 
comprehensive training program that gives its participants’ great insight into the experiences and 
suffering of victims. I have developed emotional intelligence and learned empathy in a profound 
way through GRIP class exercises. There was one session in particular that made a huge impact 
on me. Moms With A Message, a group of mothers who have lost their children through 
senseless gun and gang violence, came to share their stories. It was heart-wrenching to watch 
each woman crying, bawling their eyes out, as they relived the horror and pain of how their lives 
were shattered through the death of a loved one by gun violence. I was deeply saddened seeing 
how severely hurt they were. Through the experience, as I was crying with the mothers, I learned 
the deep impact violent crimes have on people and their ripple effects and felt totally ill inside for 
the pain and suffering I caused  and her family. I thank God that  did not 
lose her life through my reckless action. 
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In 2018 I became eligible for re-sentencing because of a new law and the same judge who 
condemned me to at least 40 years in prison was so moved by the change in me that he struck 
one of my sentences and made me eligible for parole. I received parole soon afterward, but 
instead of going home, I was transferred to ICE and detained. I felt a horrible sense of defeat, 
after being so close to freedom. I didn't have a lawyer and didn't understand what was 
happening and I signed my own deportation order. Later I was released because of COVID and 
an ACLU lawsuit.

Today I have compassion and empathy for others. Having come to a spiritual awakening through 
the daily practice of my faith in Christ Jesus, combined with the insights and tools I’ve learned 
and gathered in rehabilitative programs, I have come to realize the true negative impact of my 
past beliefs and actions. I am deeply sorrowful and remorseful and hold myself fully accountable 
for the pain I caused to , her family, community, and my family. I can’t undo what 
happened but I can make sure to use all the tools acquired in my time of incarceration to help 
others. Today I can humbly and honestly analyze any situation using my healthy coping skills to 
be more aware of my triggers and warning signs before I end up in a negative thought pattern or 
a different behavioral relapse. The awareness of consequences to actions, whether good or bad, 
has matured me to become a different man. Violence only creates more problems, but 
responding (versus reacting) mindfully has offered a way of healing for all parties involved. I am 
always striving to make amends to all my victims -- , her family, and the entire 
community. I am determined to make my life meaningful and to live by the morals that I learned 
in the church and because of my time in prison.

My I want others to learn from and avoid my mistakes, so I have devoted myself to working with 
other people experiencing reentry. I am a Community Health Worker, currently employed as a 
Case Manager at Friends Outside Los Angeles County. I am also the co-founder of the Made 
New Foundation, a non-profit in re-entry working closely with 211LA, Los Angeles Regional 
Reentry Partnership (LARRP), Inglewood Wrapping Arms Around the Community (IWATC), 
Dream Live Hope Foundation, Ten Toes In, and Defy Ventures. I am also working to educate 
myself to better provide these services. Therefore, I am currently a student at Pacific Oaks 
College working towards my Bachelor’s degree and have earned certifications in Cognitive 
Behavioral Therapy and Teaching English as a Foreign Language-Teaching English to Speakers 
of Other Languages (TEFL-TESOL). Additionally, I completed the IMPACT fellowship program 
with the Long Beach Immigrant Rights Coalition (LBIRC). IMPACT, or Immigrants Making 
Powerful and Affirmative Change Together, is dedicated to raising and empowering the voices of 
those affected by the immigration system. The fellowship gave me even more tools to share the 
wisdom I have gained from my experiences, and to work for systemic change as well as helping 
individuals. Working with LBIRC has made me feel connected to my community here in Long 
Beach.

Also, my faith communities Testimony Ministries and Renew Church LA have been instrumental 
in my spiritual growth, providing guidance and love. I am a member of the congregation and 
volunteer every week. I am a Home Group leader with Renew where I lead Bible Study every 
week. I am also the director for the Testimony Internship ministry/career force readiness
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program where I coordinate pastors with returning citizens who intern at the church to gain 
experience in this vocation. Renew Church LA has become a home for me and having members 
of my church believe in me and support me as I grow has helped me believe in myself.

In recognition of how far I have come, last year October 27, 2021, the Board of Parole Hearings 
discharged me from parole, after only a year and five months since my release, much earlier 
than the 3-5 years it normally takes.

If you grant me a pardon, I will be able to continue serving the community. Most importantly, I 
will continue to be in my children's and grandchildren’s lives. When we were separated due to 
my incarceration, I remember receiving my children’s letters, reading about their struggles, and 
feeling like I had so little to offer them to help. It brings peace to my heart to hear how our time 
together now, from holiday and birthday visits to phone conversations, helps them face 
challenging and emotional times. I feel so blessed to once again be that listening ear for them 
and to share the wisdom I have from my own mistakes and my redemption. Now that I’m out 
here in person in my children’s and grandchildren’s lives, our bond is strong, full of love. I have 
also reconnected with my younger brother, . I can’t bear to be apart from my family 
again and I know that if I am deported it will devastate them. My deportation would separate us 
and destroy this family bond. Many people, not just my family, but also my clients and 
colleagues in the reentry community, as well as my fellow congregation members in my church, 
will suffer from my deportation. My clients and mentees depend on me. Many are in a difficult 
and delicate moment in their lives; if I disappear, I realize that it could harm their recovery and 
transition. My deportation will hurt rather than help the community.

I pray you, Governor, will see more than just my mistakes and instead see me for who I am 
today. I have been redeemed and transformed. I want to emphasize that there is no justification 
for what I did. I am deeply sorry and remorseful. I understand the huge impact of my crime and 
its ripple effects. I hold myself 100% accountable and now live to make amends. Today I value 
all human life--life is sacred, period. I do not want to hurt anyone anymore. Violence is never an 
option to resolve anything. In prison, separated from the gang, I broke away from all the false 
beliefs I once held. I’m so heartbroken for what I did. Today I live with the intent of consciously 
honoring .

Please take this all into consideration and grant me a pardon in order to prevent my deportation 
to Cambodia, a country I have never been to, and allow me to continue serving here in the 
United States. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Sithy Bin
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Describe the circumstances of your crime(s). 

My 2009 conviction happened at a very negative time in my life. I was twenty-one years old, I 

was immature, and I was surrounded by negative influences that I met when I was still a 

teenager. I was young and I was susceptible to poor role models in my community—I mistakenly 

thought being around people who encouraged negative activities was cool, especially because I 

did not see alternatives for my life at that time. 

15 years later, I still feel sorry for my actions the evening of the 2009 carjacking. I would never 

want something like that to happen to someone that I love. While I take full responsibility for my 

actions that day, they do not represent who I am, and I cannot even imagine doing something like 

that now. I had not yet learned the important life lessons that have since helped me shift my 

focus to family and building the life I want to live. 

Being in prison helped me change my perspective on life and remove the negative influences that 

impacted me when I was a teenager and in my early twenties. 

While I was in prison, I trained for weeks, received a Certificate of Completion by passing a 

written test, and was selected for California Conservation (Fire) Camp, where I served for about 

three years. I worked in the kitchen for approximately two years before becoming a chainsaw 

mechanic for the remainder of my time. I was one of only several dozen workers supporting the 

firefighters at the camp. During my time there, there were several very bad fires that our camp 

helped contain. At fire camp, we sometimes had the opportunity to work at local fairgrounds. I 

particularly appreciated the opportunity to interact with local communities. 

Describe how a pardon may impact your life (e.g., immigration consequences, employment 

opportunities, impact on family members, civic participation). 

My number one priority in life is to support my family. I live with my partner Katie and we have 

a five-year-old son and a one-year-old daughter, . We live in a house we bought in 

2021. Without a pardon, I am permanently ineligible to become a U.S. citizen and I remain at 

risk of being deported. A pardon is my only chance for a path to naturalized citizenship, which 

would ensure that I can remain in the United States without fear of deportation to El Salvador. I 

have lived in the United States since I was two years old; it is the only home I have known. If 

deported, I would be forced to leave my entire family—my children, my partner, my parents, and 

my siblings—who are all here in the United States. 

A pardon would mean I could stay in the United States without fear of deportation and could 

care for my children. My son  when he was two years old. 

When  was first diagnosed, Katie and I had a lot to learn as we wanted to provide the best 
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care for him that we possibly could. He required weekly behavioral therapy that involved a 

therapist coming to our house to train Katie and me on various interventions and behavioral 

techniques. We work with  daily to respond appropriately to his triggers and engage in any 

necessary interventions, but we also play and laugh and have fun.  is particularly attached 

to me, and I am proud of having that strong bond with him—he sometimes tells my partner and I 

that he wants to be “just like dad.”  has made much progress in therapy: he is now entering 

Transitional Kindergarten where he doesn’t require an individualized educational program 

(special education). We are enormously proud of him and his progress— ’s school gives out 

scholastic awards to three students each month and he has already won two of them, for 

readiness and responsibility.  has also recently started playing tee-ball—I take him to 

practice after work and am so looking forward to cheering for him in games during the spring 

season.  

My daughter was in the neonatal intensive care unit for her first several months of life. 

Thankfully, she has been healthy ever since coming home, and we work with physical and early 

child intervention therapists 1-2 times per month to ensure she stays on-track developmentally. I 

need to remain in the United States so that I can continue to give my children the love and care 

they need. I also want to be a good partner to Katie and for the kids to grow up having a strong 

sense of family.  

I want to do everything I can to set a good example for my children and support and provide for 

my family. I want to be the best role model for my children that I can possibly be. But I can only 

do that with a pardon, to ensure I can remain in the United States with them. 

Describe your life since your conviction (e.g., efforts in self-development, including 

identifying and addressing treatment needs, professional and educational achievement; any 

set-backs, arrests, and new convictions; insight about past conduct; and future goals). 

Since my release from prison, I have taken my rehabilitation very seriously. I have completely 

removed myself from bad influences that caused trouble for me many years ago, when I was 

much younger, and I now only surround myself with good influences. Family is very important 

to me. Any time I am not working, I am spending with my family, who are all loving and 

supportive of my rehabilitation. Katie and I, along with our children moved out to Rocklin, CA, 

in 2021, where we live 5 minutes from Katie’s parents. We have weekly family dinners, and 

maintain a tradition of Sunday barbecues where the kids swim in the pool at their grandparents’ 

house during the summer. I still see my parents and four siblings who live in the Bay Area 

regularly, though it’s hard to make it down with my work schedule. I am trying to be a good role 

model for not only my children, but my siblings and nieces and nephews. I have supported my 

younger brother with financial resources, clothing, and housing—when necessary—over the last 

five years.   

87 - Executive Report on Clemency 2025



I am a hard worker. Since being released, I have been consistently employed. I was employed at 

Unifirst Uniform Services as a sales representative between 2017 and 2022. I worked over 50 

hours per week and had great relationships with my supervisors and co-workers. I even received 

“Employee of the Month” twice. I now work as a purchasing agent for Trench and Traffic 

Supply, Inc., where I manage client relationships and negotiate material and equipment 

purchases. I have been able to build tremendous trust from my employer in this role through 

volunteering for additional trainings including learning to drive a forklift, and even receiving my 

crane operator certification, despite those responsibilities being outside my job description. I feel 

a sense of satisfaction being able to contribute to my company as much as I can. As a result, my 

employer entrusts me with an unlimited purchasing budget and my purchases often total as much 

as $50,000 at a time. Although I am grateful for my current position and am learning a lot about 

the industry, I hope to be able to translate these skills into higher paying work closer to home in 

the future. Receiving a pardon will help me support my family better by improving my job 

prospects and opening more opportunities for me. Receiving a pardon would even remove 

barriers to starting my own pressure washing business, allowing me to contribute to my 

community as a small business owner. 

I have not had any setbacks since my release from prison. I have not been arrested since 2009—

this conviction was (and will always be) my final conviction. I finished parole in 2020 and I am 

undergoing efforts to clean slate my record—I have expunged (with pro-bono representation) my 

2008 second-degree misdemeanor burglary conviction. In addition to seeking a pardon of this 

conviction, I have also submitted a motion to expunge this underlying conviction from my 

record. I am proud of the work I’ve done to change my life completely, and I would be honored 

to have this opportunity to clear my record fully, ensuring that I can dedicate the rest of my life 

to family, working hard, and being a productive member of my community.  
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Governor Gavin Newsom · State Capitol •Sacramento, California 95814 

APPLICATION FOR PARDON 

Complete this application to request a gubernatorial (governor's} pardon. This application is for a direct pardon; do not complete this 
form if you have been granted a Certificate of Rehabilitation. If you have submitted a pardon application in the last three years or if 
you have obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, please complete a re-application form. The Governor's Office and/or the Board of 
Parole Hearings may contact you for additional information relating to your application. If the Governor grants you a pardon, some 
information from your application will appear in a public report about clemency submitted to the California Legislature each year. 
Learn more about the pardon application process at ww~ · gov/( em t or mail a request for information to: Office of the 
Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814. 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 
(Attach additional pages as necessary) 

Name (Last/First/Middle): ,h· do rl ,)1( <tV) ('tJ. f h, tu 
Date of Birth:   / CJt, i 
Residence Address:      

Social Security Number:     

      
Mailing Address (if different): ------------------------------ --- ---

Home/Cell Phone:   Work Phone:---------Email:   

1. Conviction Summary (Note: The Governor's Office will review a complete copy of your criminal history report.) 

List conviction(s) for which you are requesting a pardon. 

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: County of conviction(s): Sentence(s): 

f/e~ I/, ~ \r;f. {1/ ~k 1 91 / . <y-,.., trYll't. R<l:ol, ? . I 

Were you under 26 years of age at the time of the crime{s) for which you are seeking a pardon? D YES ONO 

Crlme(s): 

f-;A 

List all prior conviction{s) in California, any other state or country, or in federal court: 

Date(s) of conviction: Location of conviction(s): Sentence(s): 

R8Y 2019 
~ lor Gubemalon• Pw'don Page 1 of 2 
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2. Describe the circumstances of your crime(s). 

3. 

-I 

Describe how a pardon may impact your life {e.g., immigration ! onsequences, employment opportunities, impact on fami ly 

members, civic participation). 

ct1! rd 11)(1 olvve 

4. Describe your life since your conviction {e.g., efforts in self-development, including identifying and addressing treatment needs, 
professional and educational achievement; any set-backs, arrests, and new convictions; insight about past conduct; and future 

goals). 

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist you in preparing this application, you are required by law to list 
their name, address, phone number, email address, the nature of your relationship, and amount paid or gift given. 

' 11-J 

APPLICANT DECLARATION 
Complete the following statement after you have served your Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency. 

/
A ", ' J I 'L~ I, ► )U.SO:n _ . , _r:. , declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 

(Pr,nt Applicant Full Nam~} 

California that the information I have provided on this apphcatian is true and correct. I further declare that I have served (mailed or 

(' -

delivered) my notice of intent to apply for clemency on the Distnct Attorney of the County of _ _...,,,..,.1.,_t .... ,_..~1-'--'fr,....c .... ►------­
. (Name of County or Counties) 

C ~ . £. (I,., /i lt ,,h,, 1tr+ld.11{\k 
Applicant Signature l / " Date 

Submit this completed 2-page form to the Office of the Governor, State capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814. 
You may, but are not required to, include copies of relevant documents that support your application {e g., certificates of achievement, 
photographs, letters of support, etc.). Do not send original documents, as application documents cannot be returned. Please update 
the Governor's Office promptly If your contact informat ion changes. Submit a completed Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency to 
the district attorney in the county of your convictions for which you are seeking a pardon. 

Rev 2019 
~ for G~onat Pardon Page 2 of 2 
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CERTIFIED COPY 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF _Y_OL_o ____________ _ 

Applicant's County of Residence 

In the Matter of the Application of 
ZISHAN SHAHID MALIK 

Type Applicant's Full Name - First , Middle, Last, and Suffix 

Certificate Number ________________ _ 

Date of Birth  1978 
Month Day, Year 

CII Number  

Criminal Case 
Number CR1998-278-3 

List all applicable Criminal Numbers 

Court use only 

f ILE D 
VO O SUPERIOR COURT 

JUN 1 0 2024 
r'- ____ ....,-:::-:_ 

'.y ~ 
Deputy 

C. GOJ KOVICH 

--- , ,,. · .. _., _.., -- _,_ ---0ERTIFICATl:8F-REHABILIT4\TION "• °' , ~ 
Pursuant to Penal Code Section 4852. 13 

The petition of ZISHAN SHAHID MALIK , presently resid ing 
Type Applicant's Full Name - First, Middle, Last, and Suffix 

at  , heretofore filed, praying for 
Type Applicant's Street Address, City, State, and Zip Code 

a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code 

of the State of Cal ifornia , came on regularly for hearing on this _1_0t_h ______________ day 
Day of the Month 

of June, 2024 and proof having been made to the 
Month, Year 

satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as required by law; and from 

satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are true, and that the 

required period of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of discharge from custody due to completion 

of the term to which the petitioner was sentenced, or upon the release on parole or probation on 

_F_e_br_u_a~ry_17_,_2_0_0_1 _________ , that, where appropriate, petitioner has obtained relief pursuant to 
Month, Day, Year 

Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the course of conduct his/her rehabilitation 

and fitness to exercise all the civii and polrrical rights of citiLenship (excep as provided in Penal Code 

Section 485.15); and that petitioner has been one (10 counts) , time convicted of a felony; 
Total Number of Felony Convictions 

WHEREFORE, It Is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, And this court _does hereby order, adjudge, and 
decree the petitioner has been rehabilitated and is fit to exercise all the civil and political rights of c'tizenship 
(except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852, 15), and by virtue thereof, this court reco· 'tpej1'cts -th~t {he, 

' u,.. \. 
Governor of the State of California grant a full pardon to sa '(} pe itioner. q<..;; .~~~ 

Done in open court this / 0 ff--, day of ----:::-=:...:......:.::::+.:!:...:.--?'.:-l:-fl~ f--:-=----=t;t'c=,,r.,;,;. 'II,.,;,~·· i 
C (AThe-ftM th kl\~~;;; the Month ont Y r ~ !'' 

1
~ • 

Judge of said Superior Court - TYPED or PRINTED Judge of said Superior Co rt J>IGNATURE , 

C Hudll ' ~ ,\RTE\1 ,·>~~ 
FORM 3 (Revised 1/02/2019) This form was prepared by /he Board of Parole Hearings pursuant 10 Penal Code Sec/ion 4852.18. ._,_,=,.c...,--, 
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO ----------------------App Ii cant's County of Residence 

In the Matter of the Application of 
JUSTIN IAN OZEROFF 

Type Applicant's Full Name - First, Middle, Last, and Suffix 

Certificate Number 22FE014595 -----------------
Date of Birth 1970 

CII Number  

Criminal Case 
Number 107648 

Month Day, Year 

List all applicable Criminal Numbers 

Court use onlY, 

FILED/ E 

FEB -

By K. Martinez, Deputy Clerk 

CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION 
Pursuant to Penal Code Section 4852. 13 

The petition of JUSTIN IAN OZEROFF , presently residing 
Type Applicant's Full Name - First, Middle, Last. and Suffix 

at  , heretofore filed, praying for 
Type Applicant's Street Address, City, State, and Zip Gode 

a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code 

of the State of California, came on regularly for hearing on this _3_r_d _____________ day 
Day of the Month 

of February, 2023 and proof having been made to the 
Month. Year 

satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as required by law; and from 

satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are true, and that the 

required period of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of discharge from custody due to completion 

of the term to which the petitioner was sentenced, or upon the release on parole or probation on 

February 6th, 1992 that, where appropriate, petitioner has obtained relief pursuant to 
Month, Day, Year 

Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the course of conduct his/her rehabilitation 

and fitness to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code 

Section 485.15); and that petitioner has been one time convicted of a felony; 
Total Number of Felony Convictions 

Day of the Month 

Lawrence Brown 

Judge of said Superior Court - TYPED or PRINTED 

FORM 3 (Revised 1/02/2019) 

'\ 
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THE VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

POST No. 1929 
PETALUMA, CALIFORNIA 

  
 

 

November 1, 2023

Governor Gavin Newsom Office of the Governor State Capitol Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Governor Newsom, 

I hope this letter finds you in good health and high spirits. I am writing to draw your attention to a matter of 
utmost importance regarding a distinguished Medal of Honor recipient who has encountered legal issues 
stemming from war trauma related substance abuse. It is my sincere hope that you will consider 
extending your compassionate support by granting a pardon in this case. 

The recipient of the Medal of Honor, Sergeant Richard Allen Penry, United States Army, demonstrated 
extraordinary courage and valor in the face of adversity during his military service, a fact that cannot be 
understated. SGT Penry’s selfless service to our nation earned him the highest military honor, and we 
and the surviving families of the 18 wounded Soldiers that he loaded one at a time onto a jungle extractor 
in Vietnam while under direct enemy fire are indebted to his sacrifices. 

However, the post-service struggles that Richard faced, particularly related to substance abuse, have led 
to legal issues that have tarnished his reputation and our community’s well-being. It is important to 
recognize that the transition from military service to civilian is a challenging journey for many Veterans, 
and some encounter difficulties that warrant understanding and support rather than punitive measures. 
Moreover, the systematic lack of access to trusted Mental Health providers and the mistrust of the Mental 
Health Care System among Veterans is having the same profound effects on returning Veterans that will 
have significant multi-generational impacts on Veteran Families if left unaddressed. Exacerbating 
these issues impacting the current generation of Veterans is the reality that current Veterans have spent 
more time in war than any previous generation of American Veterans. We are known as the Frontline 
Generation, many of us left for war at age 17-18, spent our entire adult lives at war are now returning to 
our communities with wives and children that have never lived here. Returning Veterans are reluctant to 
seek help for war related trauma due to the lingering stigma surrounding mental health and substance 
abuse within the military community.   By extending clemency to Medal of Honor Recipient, Sergeant 
Richard Allen Penry, you have an opportunity to challenge this stigma and demonstrate California's 
commitment to addressing these needs for Veterans from every California Community. 

Governor Newsom, your leadership, and commitment to addressing the needs of Veterans and their 
families in California have been commendable. I believe that your intervention in this case can serve as 
an example of our state's dedication to assisting those who have served and sacrificed for our freedom. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. I trust in your wisdom and compassion as you deliberate this 
important matter. 

Very Respectfully, 
Andrew Masahesa LeMarQuand 
MAJ, U.S. Army (Retired) 
Commander, VFW Post 1929 
“Rangers Lead the Way!” 
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COMMUTATION 

CERTIFICATES 

AND 

APPLICATIONS 

2025
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Governor Newsom’s 2025 Commutation Grants 
 
Last Name First Name CDCR # 

Date of 
Commutation 

 
Page 

Battle Arthur AA9300 8/28/2025 212 
Cannon Jonathan T81612 8/28/2025 215 
Castillo Refugio D86652 4/18/2025 219 
Celis Edwin AT4744 4/18/2025 225 
Fernandez Corey AK6414 4/18/2025 230 
Fitts David K14129 8/28/2025 233 
Garcia Richard AI0582 4/18/2025 240 
Gispanski Kyle AB9496 4/18/2025 249 
Hoag Randolph H22924 8/28/2025 254 
Huerta Moises F78228 4/18/2025 261 
Krenitzky Allan E21478 4/18/2025 275 
Lindley Cleveland E43370 8/28/2025 296 
Lucev George D10108 4/18/2025 299 
Magallon Mario P76344 8/28/2025 313 
Poncio Karina W97734 8/28/2025 318 
Rodriguez Christian P37965 8/28/2025 325 
Santos Jose F67174 4/18/2025 335 
Schrubb Kevin V55932 8/28/2025 342 
Tran Cuong AL3711 8/28/2025 361 
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Governor Gavin Newsom · State Capitol ·Sacramento, California 95814 

APPLICATION FOR A COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE 

Complete this application to request a commutation of sentence (a reduction of sentence/punishment)  from the Governor.  If you 
have submitted a commutation application  in the last three years, please  complete  the re­application  form͘ The Governor’s Office 
and/or the Board of Parole Hearings may contact you for additional information relating to this application. If the Governor grants 
you  a  commutation,  some  information  from  your  application  will  appear  in  an  annual  public  report  about  clemency 
the  Governor  is  required  to  submit  to  the  California  Legislature.  Learn  more  about  ĐŽŵŵƵƚĂƚŝŽŶ ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ Ăƚ
ǁǁǁ͘ŐŽǀ͘ĐĂ͘ŐŽǀͬĐůĞŵĞŶĐǇ or ŵĂŝů Ă ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ ĨŽƌ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ ƚŽ͗ KĨĨŝĐĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ 'ŽǀĞƌŶŽƌ͕ ^ƚĂƚĞ �ĂƉŝƚŽů͕ �ƚƚŶ͗ >ĞŐĂů �ĨĨĂŝƌƐͬ�ůĞŵĞŶĐǇ͕
^ĂĐƌĂŵĞŶƚŽ͕ �� ϵϱϴϭϰ͘ 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 
(Attach additional pages as necessary.) 

Name (Last/First/Middle): __________________________________________________ Date of Birth: ________________ 

CDCR Number: ________________________________ Social Security Number: ____________________________________________ 

Name of Facility/Prison: _____________________________ Facility/Prison Address:_______________________________________ 

1. Conviction Summary (Note: The Governor’s Office will review a complete copy of your criminal history report.)

Crime(s):  Date(s) of conviction:  County of conviction(s):  Sentence(s): 

Were you under 26 years of age at the time of the crime(s) for which you are seeking a commutation of sentence?  ܆YES   NO܆

Crime(s):  Date(s) of conviction:  Location of conviction(s):  Sentence(s): 

Rev. 2019 
Application a Commutation of Sentence, Page 1 of 2 

Huerta, Moises 
F78228

Folsom State Prison 300 Prison Road, Represa, CA 95671

Please see the attached conviction appendix.  
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________ 

2. Describe the circumstances of your crime(s).

3. Describe how a commutation of sentence may impact your life.

4. Describe your life since your conviction (e.g., efforts in self­development, including identifying and addressing treatment needs,
professional and educational achievement; any set­backs, conduct violations, or new convictions; insight about past conduct; and
future goals).

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist you in preparing this application, you are required by law to list
their name, address, phone number, email address, the nature of your relationship, and amount paid or gift given.

APPLICANT DECLARATION 
Complete the following statement after you have served your Notice of Intent 

I, ___________________________________________, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 
(Print Applicant Full Name) 

California that the information I have provided on this application is true and correct. I further declare that I have served (mailed or 

delivered) my notice of intent to apply for clemency on the District Attorney of the County of ________________________________. 
(Name of County or Counties) 

Applicant Signature 

-XQH ��� ����
___________________________________________ 
Date 

Submit this completed 2­page form to the Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814. 
You may, but are not required to, include copies of relevant documents that support your application (e.g., certificates of achievement, 
photographs, letters of support, etc.). Do not send original documents, as application documents cannot be returned. Please update 
the Governor’s Office promptly if your contact information changes. Submit a completed Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency to 
the district attorney in the county of your convictions for which you are seeking a commutation of sentence. 

Rev. 2019 
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Please see pages 2-3 and Exhibit A of the attached letter.  

Please see pages 5, 7-10 of the attached letter. 

Please see pages 3-7 and Exhibits A, B, C, D, and E of the attached letter.  

N/A

Moises Huerta

Los Angeles 
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Moises Huerta (F-78228) – Conviction Appendix 
 
Los Angeles County Superior Court Case No. TA086493-02 
Date of Crime: 09/07/2006 
Date of Conviction: 05/30/2007 
Age at the Time of Crime: 20 years old 
 
Four Counts of Cal. Penal Code §§ 664-187(a) Attempted Murder (Life with Parole)  
Cal. Penal Code § 12280(b) Possession of Assault Weapon (Two Years) 
Cal. Penal Code § 245(a)(2) Assault with a Firearm (Two Years) 
Four Enhancements: Cal. Penal Code § 12022.53(d) Discharge of Firearm (25 Years to Life)  
Enhancement: Cal. Penal Code § 12022.5(a) Use of Firearm (Reduced to Four Years) 
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POST-CONVICTION JUSTICE PROJECT  
Michael J. Brennan 

Director and Supervising Attorney 
Tel: 213 740 2527 • mbrennan@law.usc.edu 

 
Heidi L. Rummel 

Director and Supervising Attorney 
Tel: 213 740 2865 • hrummel@law.usc.edu 

 
 
 
 
 

  

University of Southern California 
699 Exposition Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 90089-0071  •  Tel: 213 740 2586   •  Fax: 213 821 5746    

June 23, 2023 
 
 
VIA E-MAIL 
 
Governor Gavin Newsom 
Office of the Governor 
Attn: Legal Affairs 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

RE:  Moises Huerta (F78228), Application for Commutation of Sentence 
 
Dear Governor Newsom: 

Moises Huerta respectfully requests a commutation of his 105 years to life sentence, 
allowing him the opportunity to demonstrate to the Board of Parole Hearings that he no longer 
poses any danger to the community.  Mr. Huerta was born into a family of active gang members, 
and his father physically and verbally abused Mr. Huerta from a young age.  As a result, Mr. 
Huerta found comfort and acceptance in the gang lifestyle that his uncles and cousins exposed 
him to as a child.  With numerous family members in the gang lifestyle and an abusive father, it 
is no surprise that Mr. Huerta turned to gangs at a young age.  By age 20, Mr. Huerta had 
become deeply entrenched in the gang lifestyle – the only lifestyle he had ever known.  
However, in 2012, after being sentenced to what amounted to life without parole, Mr. Huerta 
made a different choice and committed himself to rehabilitation despite the lifestyle he had 
grown up with.  

Over a decade ago, Mr. Huerta made the difficult and dangerous decision to reject the 
gang lifestyle by disassociating from the gang.  He has worked diligently to become a stellar 
student, a model inmate, and an upstanding member of his prison community.  Mr. Huerta 
participates in all available programming and dog training, and as a Ready4Life coach, he has 
even committed himself to other inmates’ rehabilitation by facilitating self-help groups, 
specifically for Spanish-speaking inmates.  Mr. Huerta is a role model for those around him.  

Mr. Huerta has earned an opportunity to demonstrate that he no longer poses a danger to 
society.  His dramatic turnaround in prison and longstanding commitment to prosocial living are 
remarkable.  Mr. Huerta has been disciplinary-free since his transformation in 2012.  After 
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spending years doing the difficult work of genuine rehabilitation, Mr. Huerta has earned a 
meaningful opportunity for release.  Mr. Huerta is ready to be a positive, contributing member of 
society and respectfully requests that his sentence be commuted so that he is able to demonstrate 
to the Board of Parole Hearings that he no longer presents a danger to society.   

I. CASE HISTORY 
A. Family and Social Background  

 Mr. Huerta was born and raised in Compton, California to a family of active gang 
members.  His family lived with his grandparents, and because Mr. Huerta’s parents were 
constantly working, his grandparents primarily raised him and his five younger siblings.  His 
father was an alcoholic, who verbally and physically abused Mr. Huerta throughout his 
childhood.  His father would often target Mr. Huerta specifically as the oldest of the six children.  
His father’s behavior made Mr. Huerta feel “unwanted, belittled, humiliated, [and] powerless” 
and contributed to his low self-esteem at a very young age.  (Ex A, Life Story at 11).  The 
generational cycle of violence and abuse was normalized in his family because his father, uncles, 
and cousins had all been treated the same way.  As a result, Mr. Huerta believed that the abuse, 
violence, and mistreatment were all normal aspects of childhood.   

The constant physical and verbal abuse led Mr. Huerta to resent his father, and as a result, 
at age six, Mr. Huerta found comfort in spending time with his uncles and cousins, who were all 
active gang members.  Because his uncles and cousins would not abuse him the way his father 
would, Mr. Huerta found what he thought was the acceptance and respect he was longing for.  
Whenever he spent time with his uncles and cousins, he felt “empowered, accepted, valued, and 
loved” – a stark contrast to how his father made him feel.  (Ex. A, Life Story at 12).  Mr. Huerta 
saw his uncles and cousins as his role models, and consequently, their criminal and gang 
lifestyles quickly appealed to Mr. Huerta.  The gang lifestyle was all Mr. Huerta knew.  It was a 
constant presence throughout his childhood, and his entire family and peers widely accepted and 
validated this lifestyle.  Following his uncles and cousins’ paths, Mr. Huerta became a “Fuck My 
Enemy” gang member by the time he was 12 years old.   

 When he was 14 years old, Mr. Huerta was with his cousins and friends at a park when a 
car drove by and began shooting at them.  Mr. Huerta was shot in both thighs.  Today, Mr. 
Huerta notes this event “when [his] life spiraled out of control.”  (Ex. A, Life Story at 13).  After 
the drive-by shooting, Mr. Huerta concluded that being a gang member meant kill or be killed, 
and he began to carry a gun as a way to feel safe.  He felt humiliated that he was shot, and he 
subsequently became angrier and resorted to violence as his default coping mechanism.  He 
fought anyone he perceived as a threat, particularly rival gang members, and turned to alcohol 
and marijuana to cope with the pain and embarrassment he felt after being shot.  At age 16, Mr. 
Huerta was expelled from the Compton Unified School District for punching a student, who was 
a rival gang member, while wearing brass knuckles.   
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B. Commitment Offense 

Mr. Huerta’s criminal lifestyle culminated in the shooting that resulted in his life crime.  
A week prior to the commitment offense, a rival gang member shot at Mr. Huerta in front of Mr. 
Huerta’s dad, uncles, cousins, and friends.  Mr. Huerta felt humiliated and challenged in front of 
his role models, and he vowed to retaliate as a way to solidify his status among his older peers. 

On September 7, 2006, when Mr. Huerta was only 20 years old, codefendant Antonio 
Zavala informed Mr. Huerta that Arnold Mota, a rival gang member who was friends with the 
gang member that shot at Mr. Huerta, was walking down the street with his friends.  Mr. Huerta 
impulsively grabbed his gun and got into the passenger seat of Mr. Zavala’s car.  As the two 
boys searched for Mr. Mota and his friends, Mr. Huerta feared that his gang and family would 
reject him for failing to retaliate, and he thought that by retaliating, he would solidify his status 
within his gang.  Once they found Mr. Mota and his friends, Mr. Huerta exited the vehicle and 
shot his gun five times, hitting four of the boys.  When Mr. Huerta returned to his grandparents’ 
house, the police arrested him.  The four victims were hospitalized for their injuries and released 
shortly after.   

C. Conviction and Resentencing 

Mr. Huerta was convicted of four counts of attempted murder; assault with a firearm; and 
possession of an assault weapon.  The court sentenced Mr. Huerta to serve life plus one hundred 
years in prison, including four consecutive life terms for the attempted murders with a 
consecutive 25-year-to-life enhancement for each attempted murder and a five-year enhancement 
for use of firearm.  The appellate court reduced the gun use enhancement to a four-year term.   

II. POST-CONVICTION TRANSFORMATION 
A. Mr. Huerta’s Early Adulthood 

By the time Mr. Huerta entered prison at the age of 21, being a gang member was the 
only lifestyle he had ever known.  For the first five years of his incarceration, Mr. Huerta 
continued to seek acceptance through his gang.  Older gang members expected and encouraged 
Mr. Huerta to live up to the image he had created for himself.  Mr. Huerta’s constant fear of 
rejection, which stemmed from his childhood trauma, greatly contributed to his criminal 
behavior and thinking, and he wanted to elevate his status as a gang member, regardless of the 
consequences.  From 2007 to 2012, Mr. Huerta’s resulting criminal behavior culminated in three 
Rules Violation Reports, with the last one in 2012.   

B. Mr. Huerta Disassociated from the Gang  

After Mr. Huerta incurred a rules violation for possession of a deadly weapon in 2012, he 
was placed in the SHU.  During his SHU term, many of the negative emotions he felt as a child 
began to resurface.  He had spent much of his childhood and early adulthood creating and living 
up to the image of being a violent gang member, yet he still felt sad, lonely, and empty.  Mr. 
Huerta was faced with the difficult question of why he felt this way, despite living up to the 
gang’s expectations for him.  He began to question why he was always getting himself in trouble 
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and whether he could take his life in a different direction.  Mr. Huerta’s SHU term was the first 
turning point in his rehabilitation journey.       

Once Mr. Huerta was released from the SHU in January 2013, he decided to take his life 
in a different direction and enrolled in self-help groups.  While on the waitlist for programming, 
Mr. Huerta spent more time in his cell away from the gang and created rules and guidelines for 
himself.  He separated himself into a different category among the gang and described himself as 
“half-way in,” meaning he was no longer engaging in criminal acts but had not yet fully 
dissociated.  In 2015, Mr. Huerta began programming in Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics 
Anonymous.   

Attending Criminal Gangs Anonymous (hereinafter, “CGA”) helped Mr. Huerta take the 
final step in completely dissociating from his gang.  In CGA, he listened to former gang 
members’ stories, which showed him that there was a different way to living than the only 
lifestyle he had ever known.  After spending some time being “half-way in” his gang, Mr. Huerta 
made the difficult and dangerous decision to completely abandon the only lifestyle he had ever 
known.  He stopped spending time with his fellow gang members and told them that he was no 
longer going to participate in the same lifestyle.  Although the social isolation initially caused 
him to consider going back to the gang, Mr. Huerta remained committed to his education and 
continued in self-help programming and therapy.  The men in self-help programming embraced 
him and provided him with a new sense of community.   

In 2016, Mr. Huerta’s father passed away from cirrhosis.  Traumatized and resentful from 
the physical and verbal abuse, Mr. Huerta had not spoken to his father in the years leading up to 
his death.  When his father passed away, Mr. Huerta dealt with conflicting emotions of 
resentment towards his father for the abuse and guilt for not forgiving his father before he 
passed. As a child, Mr. Huerta saw that his father always got along with his uncles and cousins.  
This caused young Mr. Huerta to conclude that if he were more like his uncles and cousins, who 
were gang members, his father would love him and treat him better too.  Following his father’s 
death, he realized he no longer needed that validation from his father.  After opening up to his 
mother more, Mr. Huerta was finally able to let go of the last pieces that emotionally tied him to 
his past lifestyle and promised his mother he would continue to change his life for the better.   

III. MR. HUERTA HAS EARNED THE OPPORTUNITY TO APPEAR BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF PAORLE HEARINGS AND DEMONSTRATE THAT HE CAN 
SAFELY BE RELEASED.   
A. Mr. Huerta Deserves a First Chance to Appear before the Board of Parole 

Hearings. 

Mr. Huerta is now 37 years old, having spent most of his adult life incarcerated.  Mr. 
Huerta made the difficult and dangerous choice to abandon the only lifestyle he had ever known.  
Since 2012, Mr. Huerta has remained disciplinary free and demonstrated long-standing, 
meaningful, and genuine change.  As a result of his behavior, Mr. Huerta’s classification score 
has continuously decreased, dropping to the minimum score of 19 points.     
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Multiple CDCR correctional staff members have recognized Mr. Huerta’s long-standing 
commitment to his change, and Mr. Huerta has gathered numerous laudatory chronos for his 
behavior in prison.  (See Ex. E, Laudatory Chronos).  Correctional Officer J. Garcia, who 
“interacted with [Mr. Huerta] on an almost daily basis,” stated that Mr. Huerta “has made a 
diligent effort to remain discipline free and to program positively” and “will be able to integrate 
into society successfully and . . . make a positive contribution to the community and to society.” 
(Ex. E, J. Garcia’s Laudatory Chrono at 137).  Correctional Officer J. Lopez documented that 
Mr. Huerta has a “helpful and positive attitude” and “is respected by staff and inmates.”  (Ex. E, 
J. Lopez’s Laudatory Chrono at 133).  Correctional Officer J. Rodriguez commended Mr. Huerta 
for “his respectful, helpful, and positive attitude towards both Staff and Inmates,” diligent efforts 
in self-help programming, “deliberate efforts to have positive interactions with Staff members,” 
“willingness to lead by example while assisting other inmates to make positive changes,” and 
contributions and dedication to the Paws For Life program.  (Ex E, J. Rodriguez’s Laudatory 
Chrono at 135). 

Members of non-profit organizations who witnessed firsthand Mr. Huerta’s contributions 
to self-help programs also commend Mr. Huerta for his commitment to his rehabilitation and 
have pledged their support to him during and after his incarceration.  Jesuit Restorative Justice 
Initiative Retreat Director Arturo Lopez describes Mr. Huerta as “a true demonstration of the 
power of the human spirit to change his life around and become someone new” and “a living 
testimony of deep remorse and redemption.”  (Ex F, Arturo Lopez’s Support Letter at 184).  John 
Alan Foster of the Prison Contemplative Fellowship at Folsom State Prison states that Mr. 
Huerta actively “participates in [their] discussions and is intentional in encouraging other 
inmates to com[e] to the Fellowship” and “has a clear awareness of who he is in his long journey 
of incarceration.”  (Ex F, John Alan Foster’s Support Letter at 186).  Frances McGinley, Healing 
Dialogue and Action Program Manager, stated that Mr. Huerta’s “leadership inspires [her] work, 
as [Mr. Huerta] is the embodiment of rehabilitation” and his return to the community “will 
increase public safety because he will work selflessly towards reconciliation and be a role model 
for the restorative path he has chosen.”  (Ex. F, Frances McGinley’s Support Letter at 188).   

Additionally, former inmates speak highly of Mr. Huerta’s character and commitment to 
his rehabilitation.  (See generally Ex. F, Support Letters).  Formerly incarcerated Dara Yin, who 
met Mr. Huerta at CSP-LAC, recalls Mr. Huerta’s willingness to help facilitate the Community 
Restoration Training class when asked and states, “We are lucky to have had him be part of our 
team, and I know he has helped so many people with their recovery.”  (Ex. F, Dara Yin’s 
Support Letter at 167).  Justin Hong, a former lifer who met Mr. Huerta at the Progressive 
Programming Facility at CSP-LAC, stated that he watched Mr. Huerta’s “growth as not only 
someone who was coming to terms with the choices he made but someone actively making 
amends by helping those around him and sharing his testimony.”  (Ex. F, Justin Hong’s Support 
Letter at 168).  Allen Burnett, a former LWOP, also met Mr. Huerta through groups at the 
Progressive Programming Facility at CSP-LAC, describes Mr. Huerta as “considerate, caring, 
and dedicated to practicing amends and higher education.”  (Ex. F, Allen Burnett’s Support 
Letter at 165).   
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1. Education  
Shortly after Mr. Huerta was released from his SHU term, he received his high school 

equivalency certificate in 2012.  (Ex. B, High School Equivalency Certificate at 45).  He found 
value and power in his education and continued to take college courses to earn his Associate of 
Arts degree in social and behavior science.  Mr. Huerta has excelled in his education, earning 
A’s and B’s, receiving Dean’s Honors and Vice Presidential Honors, and obtaining his AA 
degree in Social and Behavioral Sciences.  (Ex. B, Lassen Community College Transcript at 35-
38; Ex. B, AA Diploma at 37).  Today, Mr. Huerta continues to take college courses in hopes of 
one day transferring to California State University to obtain his Bachelor’s degree and eventually 
his Master’s degree in social work.     

2. Self-Help Programming 
Mr. Huerta has been committed to self-help programming since he first began 

programming in 2015 with Narcotics Anonymous and Alcoholics Anonymous.  While at 
Lancaster State Prison, Mr. Huerta participated in the Progressive Programming Facility.  
Correctional Officer C. Ellwart commended Mr. Huerta for always “lead[ing] by example and 
participat[ing] in numerous peer to peer, self-help, and educational classes, such as AA/NA, 
Alternatives to Violence, Criminal Gangs anonymous, and others.”  (Ex. E, C. Ellwart Laudatory 
Chrono at 134). Since 2015, he has successfully completed dozens of programs, such as Criminal 
Gangs Anonymous, Education Diversion and Goals to Endeavor, Lifer Support Group, Parents 
on a Mission, Cell Phones in Prison, and Gang Awareness and Recovery.  Tapping into his 
creative side, Mr. Huerta has also participated in the Arts in Corrections Program through 
California Art Council and Theatre Inside.   

In addition to his commitment to his own rehabilitation, Mr. Huerta has found a passion 
in helping other inmates in their rehabilitation journeys.  Mr. Huerta is a Ready4Life Coach for 
Creating Restorative Opportunities and Programs and facilitates Spanish self-help programs for 
Spanish-speaking inmates.  Through his own experiences in prison and in self-help 
programming, Mr. Huerta realized that a significant number of incarcerated men are unable to 
seek self-help programs because they do not speak English.  As a result, Mr. Huerta and a few 
other inmates have taken it upon themselves to translate self-help programming to ensure that 
Spanish-speaking inmates have access to these vital resources.  In doing so, Mr. Huerta has felt 
empowered by the framework of incarcerated men supporting one another in their rehabilitation, 
and he has found a sense of purpose through helping his fellow inmates commit to their 
rehabilitation.   

3. Paws for Life K9 Rescue 
In 2018, Mr. Huerta became involved in Paws For Life K9 Rescue (hereinafter, “PFL”), a 

dog training program for inmates, and is a Certified Dog Trainer.  PFL has been the most 
impactful program for Mr. Huerta as “it gave [him] a new sense of responsibility that made [him] 
feel worthy.”  (Ex A, Insight Statement on Life Crime and Experience in Prison at 17).  As a 
Certified Dog Trainer, Mr. Huerta trained rescue dogs to prepare them for adoption.  Through 
Paws For Life, Mr. Huerta has successfully put the knowledge and skills he learned through self-
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help programming into practice.  Mr. Huerta has taken on numerous leadership roles within the 
program, such as Team Leader, Public Relations Coordinator, Facility Co-Manager, and 
Operations Manager.  He was even selected to participate in PFL’s Service Dog Program, in 
which he “voluntarily committed his time and effort into training service dogs for the benefit of 
military veterans diagnosed with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder and firefighters in need of 
emotional support.”  (Ex. C, C. Haggins and Jon Grobman’s Laudatory Chrono at 51).  Through 
the Service Dog Program, Mr. Huerta has “directly contribut[ed] to society by [training] highly 
sought-after service dogs, which are in great demand by veterans and first responders.”  (Id.)    

Jon Grobman, Director of Programs for PFL, has commended Mr. Huerta numerous 
times for his “patience and emotional awareness when dealing with over one hundred (100) PFL 
trainers and an additional six to seven hundred (600-700) non PFL participants on the yard.”  He 
further acknowledges that Mr. Huerta “understands that there are multiple personalities on [the] 
yard, which requires him to have an empathetic mindset, along with other positive coping tools.”  
(Ex. C, Jon Grobman’s Laudatory Chrono at 52).  Even when Lancaster’s Progressive 
Programming Facility was placed on modified program due to the COVID-19 pandemic in 
March 2020, Mr. Huerta continued to volunteer to take care of the dogs.  Lancaster’s Facility A 
Captain, R. Johnson, commended Mr. Huerta for “work[ing] tirelessly [to ensure] that the 
socialization, training, administrative tracking, and healthcare needs of each dog was met.” (Ex. 
C, R. Johnson Laudatory Chrono at 64).  Despite the fact that the housing unit was placed on 
quarantine, Mr. Huerta “continued to place the welfare of the dogs first,” and his actions were 
“aligned with [CDCR’s] goals of offender transformation and rehabilitation.”  (Id.)   

4. Mr. Huerta’s Continued Success at Folsom State Prison and Future Goals 
In 2022, Mr. Huerta was transferred from Lancaster State Prison to Folsom State Prison.  

Despite this significant change in his life and his routine, Mr. Huerta has remained committed to 
his full rehabilitation, demonstrating his genuine change.  At Folsom, Mr. Huerta continues to 
facilitate self-help groups, including Spanish self-help groups.  LTA S. Crain, who has 
“witness[ed] the kind of help and coaching [Mr.] Huerta has given to fellow participants in the 
CROP program,” stated that Mr. Huerta “has demonstrated self-awareness,” “shown empathy as 
a leader,” and “put time and care into helping himself as well as others.”  (Ex. E, S. Crain 
Laudatory Chrono at 132).   

Mr. Huerta continues to engage in self-help programming and take college courses so that 
upon release, he can transfer to a California State University in pursuit of his Bachelor’s degree.  
One of Mr. Huerta’s goals is to earn his Master’s degree in social work and use his education and 
personal experiences to work in youth diversion.  He also hopes to continue his passion for 
providing incarcerated individuals, particularly Spanish-speaking individuals, with the proper 
resources and program to engage in self-help and fully commit to their rehabilitation.  (See 
generally Ex F., Short and Long Term Goals at 152).    
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B. Mr. Huerta’s Young Age Supports His Request for Commutation. 

1. The Principles Underlying the Constitutional Limits on Juvenile 
Sentencing Support Commutation. 

Mr. Huerta’s YPED is 2029, which will enable him to appear for his initial parole 
consideration hearing.  

Current law recognizes that youth differ from adults in ways that are constitutionally 
significant in criminal proceedings.  (See Miller v. Alabama, 132 S. Ct. 2455, 2469 (2012); 
Montgomery v. Louisiana, 136 S. Ct. 718, 733 (2016); Senate Bill No. 9 (2011–2012 Reg. 
Sess.); Senate Bill No. 260 (2013 Reg. Sess.); Senate Bill No. 261 (2015 Reg. Sess.))  These 
differences include “immaturity, impetuosity, and failure to appreciate risks and consequences,” 
“recklessness,” “heightened capacity for change,” and an inability to extricate oneself from a 
family or home environment “no matter how brutal or dysfunctional.”  Miller, 132 S. Ct. at 2469.  
California laws recognize that those youthful characteristics remain relevant until a young person 
reaches their mid-20’s. In 2017, the California legislature recognized that youth up to age 26 
deserve special consideration of these mitigating factors. (Assembly Bill 1308 (2017 Reg. Sess.)) 

Consideration of the Miller factors demonstrate that waiting until 2029 for parole 
consideration is not appropriate for Mr. Huerta, who was only 20 years old at the time of his 
crime.  His crimes did not result from irreparable corruption.  He was immature and susceptible 
to negative peer influence, which often came from family members in the gang, further 
diminishing his culpability for his crime.  Mr. Huerta’s commitment offense stemmed from his 
violent, gang-infested home environment and his inability to extricate himself from his family 
and home environment.  However, since 2012, Mr. Huerta has demonstrated precisely the 
growth and rehabilitation that Miller and Montgomery contemplate for young persons.   

C. Mr. Huerta Understands His Causative Factors and the Devastating Impact of His 
Crime and Gang Lifestyle.   

Despite the circumstances he grew up in, Mr. Huerta does not make excuses for his 
criminal behavior and continues to demonstrate remorse for his crime and early behavior in 
prison.  Mr. Huerta has programmed extensively to understand and address the causative factors 
of his crime.  He has worked to heal from his childhood trauma and gain insight into the patterns 
that led to his violent behavior and gang involvement.  He has developed a comprehensive 
understanding of the factors from his childhood that led to his involvement with gangs, the cycle 
of violence in his family, and the full impact of his decision to follow in his cousins and uncles’ 
footsteps.  By addressing these factors and consequences, Mr. Huerta has been able to 
rehabilitate and live in amends to his community.   

Today, he does not try to justify or diminish his choices and actions.  Instead, he accepts 
full responsibility for his commitment offense and the impact it had on his victims, their families, 
and the community.  To his victims, he writes: 
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“I am responsible for the agony you and your famil[ies] have 
endured because of my actions.  I regret destroying the sense of 
safety [for] you and your famil[ies].  The violent crime I carried 
upon you is disgraceful.  I regret the fear, pain, sorrow, and grief I 
have caused you and your family.”  

(Ex. A, Remorse Letter to Omar Ramirez at 7).     

Mr. Huerta is able to acknowledge his choices and behavior were driven by his criminal 
and gang beliefs, which “reflected the destructive lifestyle [he] was addicted to and was living at 
the time.”  (Ex. A, Insight Statement on Rules Violation Reports at 21).  He acknowledges that 
his early prison behavior “put people’s lives in dangers and [] perpetuated the violence that has 
plagued the prison system for generations.”  (Id.)  Today, he holds himself “fully accountable 
and understand[s] that [his] unlawful conduct harmed innocent people,” including the prison, the 
community, the victims and their families, and his own family.  (Id. at 22).  Further, correctional 
officers who have interacted with Mr. Huerta commend him for “tak[ing] personal responsibility 
for his actions and display[ing] good conduct and emotional intelligence.  (Ex. E, Y. Sanchez’s 
Laudatory Chrono at 139).   

D. Mr. Huerta has Extensive Parole Plans and a Strong Support Network. 

Mr. Huerta has a strong support network and parole plans that will ensure a smooth 
transition to society.  Throughout his incarceration, Mr. Huerta has maintained strong 
relationships with his family members and friends.  His fiancé, siblings, and friends have 
pledged to support him in his transition to society by providing him with the necessary resources 
to succeed.  (See generally Ex. G, Support Letters). 

Mr. Huerta has further developed strong relationships with community members through 
his extensive involvement in self-help programming and the PFL program.  (Id.)  PFL Director 
of Programs Jon Grobman describes Mr. Huerta as “an incredible, kind-hearted person who has 
facilitated his rehabilitation through an effective pairing of positive thoughts and positive 
action.”  (Ex G, Jon Grobman Support Letter at 176).  President and founder of PFL Alex Tonner 
stated, “It is no overstatement to say that Mr. Huerta’s invaluable contributions to the PFL 
program have been immeasurable.”  (Ex G, Alex Tonner’s Support Letter 178).  Because of Mr. 
Huerta’s dedication to the program, PFL has pledged to offer Mr. Huerta “services that would 
support [him] in his transition back into the community,” “employment opportunities,” and “an 
enthusiastic reference.”  (Ex. G, Jon Grobman’s Support Letter at 176; Ex G, Alex Tonner 
Support Letter 178).  In her letter of support, Anti-Recidivism Coalition Manager of Storytelling 
and Productions Zeara Alvarez stated that she is “confident, if given the opportunity, [Mr. 
Huerta] will maintain a successful, productive path and continue to be a positive asset to his 
peers, his family, and to society,” and the Anti-Recidivism Coalition is committed to support Mr. 
Huerta “during and after his incarceration.”  (Ex. G, Zeara Alvarez Support Letter at 185).   

Mr. Huerta plans to parole to Los Angeles and stay in transitional housing as he adapts to 
life outside of prison.  Despite the fact that Mr. Huerta is not yet eligible for parole hearings, 
non-profit organizations, such as Homeboy Industries and Insight Garden Program, and 
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transitional homes, such as Mass Liberation, have already pledged their support to Mr. Huerta’s 
transition.  (See generally Ex. F, Parole Plans).  Upon release, Mr. Huerta plans to transfer to a 
California State University to earn his Bachelor’s degree and work towards his Master’s degree 
in social work.  He hopes to one day use his education and personal experiences to focus on 
youth diversion and also provide accessible self-help resources for inmates, particularly Spanish-
speaking inmates.   

IV. CONCLUSION 
Mr. Huerta has worked diligently and tirelessly to change his life.  Despite being born 

into a gang and sentenced to 105 years in prison at age 20, Mr. Huerta turned away from the 
gangs and embraced educational and self-help opportunities to better himself and positively 
impact the community.  He has garnered support and recognition from CDCR staff, supervisors, 
non-profit organizations, and fellow inmates for his notable contributions to the prison and the 
community at large.  He has dedicated his rehabilitation to also making larger, positive impacts 
on the community through the Paws for Life Program and as a Ready4Life Coach facilitating 
self-help programs for Spanish-speaking inmates who otherwise would be unable to access these 
resources.  His compassion and dedication inspire those around him, and his accomplishments 
will continue to be a positive force in society when he is released.  Mr. Huerta respectfully 
requests that his sentence be commuted such that he is able to present himself to the Board of 
Parole Hearings to demonstrate that he no longer poses a danger to public safety.    

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
____________________________ ____________________________  
Angela Chuang Michael J. Brennan 
Certified Law Student Supervising Attorney  
Post-Conviction Justice Project Post-Conviction Justice Project 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

APPLICATION FOR A COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE 

Complete this application to request a commutation of sentence (a reduction of sentence/punishment) from the Governor. The 
Governor’s Office and/or the Board of Parole Hearings may contact you for additional information relating to this application. If the 
Governor grants you a commutation, some information from your application will appear in an annual public report about clemency 
the Governor is required to submit to the California Legislature. Learn more about the commutation application process at 
www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for information to: Office of the Governor, Attn: Legal Affairs/Parole and 
Clemency, 1021 O Street, Suite 9000, Sacramento, CA 95814. There is no application fee and a lawyer is not required to apply for a 
commutation.

APPLICANT INFORMATION 
(Attach additional pages as necessary.) 

Name (Last/First/Middle): __________________________________________________ Date of Birth: __________________ 

CDCR Number: ________________________________ Social Security Number: 

Name of Facility/Prison: _____________________________ Facility/Prison Address: ________________________________________ 

1. Conviction Summary (Note: The Governor’s Office will review a complete copy of your criminal history report.)
List conviction(s) for which you are requesting a commutation of sentence. 

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: County of conviction(s): Sentence(s): 

Were you under 26 years of age at the time of the crime(s) for which you are seeking a commutation of sentence?  ☐YES   ☐NO 

List all conviction(s) in all jurisdictions. 

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: Location of conviction(s): Sentence(s): 

Cleveland Lindley
E43370

California Institution for Men  

2nd Degree Robbery (PC 212.5 B).       10/9/1995.                               San Bernardino County.                     105 years. 3 Life Sentences

2nd Degree Robbery PC 212.5 (B).     5/30/1989, 6/16/1989, 6/17/1989, 4/24/1989 San Bernardino County             

2nd Degree Robbery PC 212.5 (B).      6/10/1989, 10/9/1995.                Los Angeles County.                  7 years total (including both lines)
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2. Describe the circumstances of your crime(s).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Describe how a commutation of sentence may impact your life.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Describe your life since your conviction (e.g., efforts in self-development, including identifying and addressing treatment needs,
professional and educational achievement; any set-backs, conduct violations, or new convictions; insight about past conduct; and
future goals).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist you in preparing this application, you are required by law to list
their name, address, phone number, email address, the nature of your relationship, and amount paid or gift given.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

APPLICANT DECLARATION 
Complete the following statement after you have served your Notice of Intent 

I, ___________________________________________, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of  
     (Print Applicant Full Name) 

California that the information I have provided on this application is true and correct. I further declare that I have served (mailed or 

delivered) my notice of intent to apply for clemency on the District Attorney of the County of ________________________________. 
    (Name of County or Counties) 

_________________________________________ ___________________________________________ 
Applicant Signature Date 

Submit this completed 2-page form to the Office of the Governor,  Attn: Legal Affairs/Parole and Clemency, 1021 O Street, Suite 
9000, Sacramento, CA 95814. You may, but are not required to, include copies of relevant documents that support your application 
(e.g., certificates of achievement, photographs, letters of support, etc.). Do not send original documents, as application documents 
cannot be returned. Please update the Governor’s Office promptly if your contact information changes. Submit a completed Notice of 
Intent to Apply for Clemency to the district attorney in the county of your convictions for which you are seeking a commutation of 
sentence. 

On October 9, 1995 I intentionally used a gun to rob a McDonalds. I used hostility, fear, and intimidation as a means to                  

 force the workers to give me $600 for my selfish gain.

A commutation would be a mercy that would allow me to be 100% present with my family and community. My mother is

 currently bed ridden after having a stroke, being there for her during this time would be the ultimate liberation.

Cleveland Lindley

 San Bernardino County

10/24/2023
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REPRIEVE 

CERTIFICATES

2025
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Governor Newsom’s 2025 Reprieve Grants 
 
Last Name First Name CDCR # Date of Reprieve 

 
Page 

Pitts Kenyon K38617 11/21/2025 370 
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